June 29, 2017

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E921

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING HIS HOLINESS
GURUDEV RAKESHBHAI
JHAVERI, SPIRITUAL LEADER OF
THE SHRIMAD RAJCHANDRA

MISSION IN DHARAMPUR

HON. RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr.  KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speaker,
today | honor His Holiness Gurudev
Rakeshbhai Jhaveri, spiritual leader of the
Shrimad Rajchandra Mission in Dharampur
and living embodiment of Jainism — a dy-
namic religion which exemplifies the highest
and noblest values, moral upliftment and spir-
itual elevation — as he makes a historically
important visit to Jain devotees across North
America.

The Jain Society of Metropolitan Chicago
was founded in 1970 to provide a temple for
religious services and a community center for
the social, cultural and educational needs of
the Jain community in northern lllinois. The
Jain Society engages in various activities and
endeavors centered around spirituality, char-
acter-building, and human welfare.

Born in 1966, His Holiness Gurudev
Rakeshbhai Jhaveri realized his calling early
in life and since a very early age has dedi-
cated himself to service and to the spiritual
practice of Jainism. Over time, his outstanding
virtues of austerity, self-control, devotion, hu-
mility and service have earned him the affec-
tionate title Pujya. Following in the footsteps of
his guru Shrimad Rajchandra, Pujya has
pledged to propagate peace and perform acts
of service, especially in this time of such un-
rest in the world.

Every time | visit the Jain Society and wit-
ness the beautiful work of its volunteers, |
learn more and reaffirm my admiration of
Jainism and its values. Mr. Speaker, | am
proud to support my many friends who follow
the path of Jainism throughout the country, es-
pecially under the guidance of such an influen-
tial leader.

| honor His Holiness Gurudev Rakeshbhai
Jhaveri, spiritual leader of the Shrimad
Rajchandra Mission in Dharampur, on the oc-
casion of his visit to the Jain Society of Metro-
politan Chicago in July of 2017.

——————

LEE RASCH
HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise to bring to the
attention of my colleagues the work of Lee
Rasch, who is retiring at the end of this month
as president of Western Technical College in
Wisconsin. There is an old saying, “Think
Globally, Act Locally.” No saying better re-
flects the work of Lee.

For twenty-eight years, Lee has led West-
ern, working in a collective manner with gov-
ernmental and business leaders in the eleven
(11) county, three campus region to expand
workforce development opportunities and en-
hance job skills training to students who were
comprised of recent high school graduates to
those who were recently unemployed. With a
mannerism of respect and understanding, Lee
led the college with a style that emphasized
listening, learning and collaboration. Under his
leadership, Western continued to grow and
evolve, working with employers to identify pro-
grams and courses that grow the economies
of our region and state, while also ensuring
that the students have the skills they need to
meet the ever-changing demands of the work-
place.

Lee’s leadership at Western emphasized
community engagement. As such, he contrib-
uted a significant amount of his time and effort
to improve the economic vitality of downtown
La Crosse and the greater Coulee Region. La
Crosse and western Wisconsin were not the
only communities where Lee made an impact.
As the La Crosse Tribune wrote in an article
in December 2016 when they named him the
2016 Tribune Person of the Year: “He has
been instrumental in building the sister city re-
lationship between La Crosse and Kumbo,
Cameroon, after a chance encounter with a
member of the Tertiary Sisters of St. Francis
at Western.” His efforts have led to greater
educational training and the improvement of
nearly a dozen rural schools near Kumbo.
Lee’s love of education has improved the lives
of people at the local and global level.

| congratulate Lee Rasch for his work. |
wish him and his wife, Susan Fox, much joy
and happiness in a well-deserved retirement.
The people, businesses and communities in
western Wisconsin, Kumbo, Cameroon, and
countless others are better off as a result of
your work.

IN MEMORY OF NICKY HAYDEN

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of my constituent, Nicky
Hayden, an international motorcycle racer who
tragically passed away following a bicycle ac-
cident in ltaly last month at the age of thirty-
five. Nicky, known around the world as the
“Kentucky Kid,” was a beloved member of the
Owensboro community.

Nicky was riding by age three, and he fol-
lowed in his older brother’s footsteps to begin
a career in racing when he was just sixteen
years old and attending Owensboro Catholic
High School. He won his first AMA Grand Na-
tional Championship in 1999. In 2002, he
shared a podium with both of his brothers,
Tommy and Roger Lee at the Springdfield IT
race. Eventually he joined the Honda Repsol

MotoGP team in 2003 and won the MotoGP
world title in 2006. He continued to race in
international competitions in the years that fol-
lowed, and was competing in the Motul Italian
Round in May before he passed away.

In his personal life, Nicky was a son, a
brother, and a fiancé. And he always consid-
ered Owensboro home, traveling back and
forth from there to his international races.

Nicky’s favorite bible verse was Proverbs
14:23: “All hard work brings a profit, but mere
talk only leads to poverty.” While the commu-
nity continues mourning our loss, we can all
be grateful that we were lucky enough to have
shared this earth with Nicky. | am grateful for
his passion for life and his dedication to his

family and hometown community  of
Owensboro. We will miss him.
——

HONORING MINEOLA WISENER
FIELD AIRPORT

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to take this time to recognize 100 years of
aviation at Mineola Wisener Field Airport lo-
cated in Wood County, Texas. On July 4,
1917, a United States Army Signal Corps Cur-
tis JN—4 “Jenny” aircraft, piloted by Lt. Ralph
W. Stone, landed just outside Mineola, Texas.
The site was established as “Massingale
Meadow” and was used as an emergency
landing site for Love Field Airport. The site
was published in books in 1920 and 1921 and
many early aviators and pioneers frequented
the site.

Robert “Henry” Wisener, Jr. was 12 years
old when he observed the first landing from
his family farm in 1917. When he was 17,
Henry was taught to fly by Roy Wilson, a Hol-
lywood stunt pilot who spent time at the field.
Henry’s love and passion for aircraft grew
from there. On June 1, 1926, Henry leased
“Massingale Meadow” and named the airport
the Royal Field. Here he built the first airplane
hangar and offered flight training, aircraft re-
pairs and fuel. He later based the Royal Flying
Circus here and together with his brother
Bryce, performed aerial acrobatics throughout
Texas and the Southwest and Midwest re-
gions of the U.S.

In 1941, Henry purchased ‘“Massingale
Meadow” along with a 50 acre tract to length-
en the runway. In 1946, an aircraft mainte-
nance shop, classroom, and flight office were
built to provide training under the Gl Bill. Dur-
ing that year a decommissioned Department
of Commerce Airways Beacon Tower and
Beacon were disassembled and moved to
“Massingale Meadow”.

From 1963 to 1983, the city of Mineola
leased the airport and it operated as the Min-
eola Municipal Airport. The airport was re-
named Mineola Wisener Field Airport at the
expiration of the lease.
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Wisener Field and its early founders and op-
erators have been recognized throughout the
years on many occasions, including by the
Texas Historical Commission. The Texas Aer-
onautics Commission and the Federal Aviation
Administration recognized Mineola Wisener
Field Airport as the “second oldest, continu-
ously-used, uncontrolled airport in the state.”
As Wood County’s first airport, Wisener Field
has made a long-lasting impact on the econ-
omy, as well as aviation enthusiasts.

As the Representative of the 5th Congres-
sional District of Texas, it is an honor to rec-
ognize Wisener Field on the 100th Anniver-
sary of its first landing.

—————

HOW TRUMPCARE WILL EXACER-
BATE THE TRANSPORTATION
BARRIER

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
America is a global leader in health care inno-
vation and discovery. Thanks to the Affordable
Care Act, we've made great progress in mak-
ing sure more Americans have access to
health insurance in recent years. We must
recognize that much work remains to ensure
all Americans have practical access to health
services. Financial and structural barriers con-
tinue to exist for countless Americans, particu-
larly those in rural and under resourced com-
munities where distance to a hospital is long
and the concentration of health professionals
is sparse.

Health care access presents a problem for
people in rural areas where distance is a tax-
ing obstacle. People in suburban and urban
settings, while they may live closer to a doctor
or hospital, can still have trouble with transpor-
tation. Often, households share one vehicle
between many family members if they own
one at all. Low-income neighborhoods are
often subject to unreliable public transpor-
tation. Birmingham is the only city in my dis-
trict with a public transportation system but it
faces many challenges that the city is trying to
rectify. For the disabled, obese, or chronically
ill, the lack of reliable transportation options
lead to missed appointments and overall lower
health outcomes.

Patients miss doctor’'s appointments simply
because they do not have transportation to get
there. Without transportation access, patients
may wait for a medical emergency just to be
able to see a doctor. In rural parts of Ala-
bama, the problem is worse among minorities.
Throughout the nation, 55 percent of African
American and 60 percent of Hispanic survey
respondents reported that transportation was a
major barrier to medical treatment, compared
to 38 percent of white respondents.

Eligibility requirements vary, but each state
has a “non-emergency medical transport”
benefit for people with Medicaid. It covers a
certain number of rides for medical care per
month. Some states contract with local com-
panies to provide rides for citizens who other-
wise would have no way to receive regular
medical attention. These are just some of the
benefits millions of beneficiaries will have no
access to if Trumpcare becomes law.

The Affordable Care Act's expansion of
Medicaid and reforms to the individual insur-
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ance market has helped to lower the unin-
sured rate for African Americans. Between
2013 and 2016, the uninsured rate for African
Americans declined from 18.9 percent to 11.7
percent. However, African Americans still have
higher uninsured rates than whites (7.5 per-
cent) and Asian Americans (6.3 percent). Re-
pealing the ACA and cutting Medicaid pro-
grams reverses the progress America has
made to make healthcare more accessible
and affordable in recent years.

One’s access to quality health care should
not depend on where they live, what their race
is, or how much money they have. This coun-
try should uphold the values it claims to have
and ensure that healthcare is not a pref-
erential benefit, but a human right for every
citizen.

———

IN HONOR OF MR. BILL DEBERRY,
SR.

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life of Mr. Bill DeBerry, Sr., one
of the finest businessmen in Denton, Texas.
As the founder and owner of a funeral home
in Denton, Bill devoted much of his life to as-
sisting others during some of the most difficult
times of their own lives.

Bill left school at an early age to help sup-
port his family when he began driving an am-
bulance for a funeral home. The owner of the
funeral home at the time noticed Bill's work
ethic and encouraged him to finish his edu-
cation. With both high school and University of
North Texas degrees in hand, Bill worked his
way through the Dallas Institute of Mortuary
Services.

After graduating with his specialized degree,
Bill began his mortuary career at Schmitz-
Floyd-Hamlett Funeral Home in Denton. After
gaining valuable experience in the industry, he
opened Bill DeBerry Funeral Directors in 1990.
This local business continues to serve the
Denton community today under the leadership
and dedication of his sons.

| would like to offer my sincere condolences
to Mr. DeBerry’s family, friends, and col-
leagues. He will be remembered for his com-
passion and commitment to excellence
throughout his 60 year career, as well as his
service to our Denton community.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF EDUARDO
AND MARIA VALADAO

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate my parents, Eduardo and Maria
Valadao, on being nominated the 2017 Kings
County Dairy Couple of the Year.

This year, Mr. and Mrs. Valadao are being
honored as the 2017 Kings County Dairy Cou-
ple of the Year at the Kings County June
Dairy Month Committee Dinner in Hanford,
California. This award is given to members
who are actively involved in industry activities.

June 29, 2017

As parents, grandparents, and lifetime dairy
farmers, Eduardo and Maria Valadao exem-
plify the values, leadership, and commitment
this award stands for by improving the image
of the dairy industry.

Eduardo F. Valadao was born on October
14, 1943, in Fontinhas, a civil parish on the
Terceira Island in the Portuguese Azores. Al-
most thirteen miles southwest, Maria F.
Goncalves was born in Ribeirinha, on Feb-
ruary 17, 1953. The couple’s relationship
bloomed after first meeting at a bull fight in
front of Maria’s childhood home. Mr. Valadao
migrated to Los Angeles County in January of
1969. He immediately took a job milking cows,
in hopes of creating a successful life for his fu-
ture wife and children. After establishing a life
in the States, Eduardo traveled back to the
Azores and proposed to Maria. Following her
fiancé, Maria immigrated to the United States
in 1972. The couple married on April 28, 1973,
in Artesia, California.

The youngest of eight, Eduardo Valadao
was raised on a dairy, and worked close with
his father and brothers. He wanted to continue
the lifestyle he was raised in, to guarantee his
days would be spent with his family, teaching
his sons about hard work. After their first son,
Eduardo “Eddie” Goncalves Valadao, was
born on March 18, 1974, the family partnered
with another Portuguese family and purchased
their first cows on a dairy in Riverdale. Mr.
Valadao worked to grow this dairy until it was
large enough to support both families involved.
After Mrs. Valadao gave birth to their second
son, Miguel “Mike” Goncalves Valadao on Au-
gust 13, 1975, Mr. Valadao moved his family
from Los Angeles County to Riverdale in Sep-
tember of 1975.

As a result of the Valadao household in-
creasing, Mr. Valadao moved on from the
partnership and rented a larger dairy facility in
Tulare, California, in 1977. The family then
welcomed their third son, David Goncalves
Valadao, on April 14, 1977. Eduardo contin-
ued to farm in Tulare until he was ready to in-
vest in his own dairy. Following the birth of
their only daughter, Melinda Goncalves
Valadao, on June 16, 1985, Mr. Valadao pur-
chased the family’s first dairy facility located in
Hanford, California. Eduardo and Maria contin-
ued to farm and raise their children on this
dairy for twelve years. In 1997, they decided
to expand their operation and purchased the
land of the current dairy. It wasn’t until Feb-
ruary of 2000 when the current dairy was in
full production.

Today, Eduardo and Maria Valadao remain
actively involved in their dairy. Eduardo, con-
tinuing the tradition of hard work, can be found
at the dairy on a daily basis. This humble
dairy couple has successfully raised their sons
with the same work ethic, knowledge, and
passion for the industry as they each manage
their own dairies. The first dairy is still in the
family, owned and operated by Eddie Valadao.
Due to their lifetime commitment to dairying,
and priority to instill those values in their fam-
ily, Mr. and Mrs. Valadao have become sta-
ples in the dairy community.

Mr. Speaker, today | ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing my parents for their
strong presence in the dairy industry, and con-
gratulating them on being Kings County Dairy
Couple of the Year.
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CONGRATULATING THE MARY-
LAND TERRAPINS ON THEIR
WOMEN’S AND MEN’S NATIONAL
LACROSSE CHAMPIONSHIPS

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise to congratulate the University
of Maryland on its double victory last month in
the NCAA Division | lacrosse national cham-
pionships. Both the women’s Terrapin and
men’s Terrapin teams brought the highest
prize home to College Park in Maryland’s Fifth
District, representing the first time that both
Maryland lacrosse teams won championships
in the same year.

Lacrosse has deep roots in Maryland, an
older version having been played across east-
ern and central North America for centuries by
Native American nations. That game inspired
European settlers and their descendants in the
United States and Canada to implement the
modem game of lacrosse, which has become
one of our country’s most popular sports.
Played in youth leagues, high schools, and
colleges across America, lacrosse teaches
teamwork, sportsmanship, athleticism, strat-
egy, and leadership.

The University of Maryland’s lacrosse pro-
gram has been competitive nationally even
long before the NCAA’s national champion-
ships first began for men in 1971 and for
women in 1982. Since the 1930’s, the Ter-
rapin men’s team won the Wingate Memorial
Trophy several times as the victors of the U.S.
Intercollegiate Lacrosse Association national
championship. For the modem tournament,
the Terrapin men won championships in 1973
and 1975 before beginning a forty-two year
drought that ended last month with their 9-6
victory over Ohio State in the 2017 champion-
ship game, led by Head Coach John Tillman.
Coach Tillman took over the Maryland la-
crosse program seven years ago and has
brought the team to six NCAA Final Four tour-
naments and five national championships.
This year's men’s roster included eight All-
Americans, who helped make 2017 a year to
remember.

For the Terrapin women, winning champion-
ships became a tradition, with thirteen national
titles since 1982, including a streak of seven
consecutive victories from 1995 to 2001. This
year, they beat Boston College 16-13 in a
closely contested game held in Massachusetts
to secure their fourteenth national champion-
ship. Head Coach Cathy Reese, herself an
alumna of the University of Maryland, has
been leading the Terrapin women since 2007.
As a former Terrapin lacrosse star, Coach
Reese was a two-time All-American and was
named the NCAA tournament’s ‘Most Valuable
Player in 1998. This year, her Terrapins fin-
ished the season with an undefeated, 23-0
record, capped by this latest national title. This
is their third championship victory in the last
four years. Five of the team’s athletes were
named All-Americans for 2017.

Both teams were led by standout stars, and
for the first time in NCAA lacrosse history both
recipients of the prestigious Tewaaraton
Award, which honors the top men’s and wom-
en’s players each year, were won by Maryland
athletes. For the women’s team, midfielder

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

and captain Zoe Stukenberg brought home the
award, while for the men attackman Matt
Rambo received the honor. Both of them have
also been nominated for Espy awards, with
the winners to be announced on July 12.

I’'m proud that the University of Maryland is
a national powerhouse for both athletics and
academics, leading the country both on the
playing field and in classrooms and labora-
tories. | join in congratulating our victorious
Terrapins and wishing them much success as
they prepare for next season and to defend
their historic double-victory.

————

RECOGNIZING ALZHEIMER’S
AWARENESS MONTH

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, June marks Alzheimer's Awareness Month,
a time when we especially recognize the pa-
tients and caregivers who are fighting Alz-
heimers—a terrible disease that impacts 11
percent of South Carolina’s seniors.

As a member of the Congressional Task
Force on Alzheimer’s, | am dedicated to work-
ing with my colleagues in Congress to support
patients and caregivers and to encourage the
advancement of treatment.

| was grateful to support the Palliative Care
and Hospice Education and Training Act, leg-
islation that supports families facing Alz-
heimer’s. | was also grateful that the House
passed the 21st Century Cures Act—legisla-
tion that encourages and supports innovations
in research and medical treatments.

| appreciate the service of advocates from
the Alzheimer's Association-South Carolina
Chapter, especially those who serve the Mid-
lands and Aiken-Barnwell communities: Pro-
gram Director Sheila Lewis, Program Director
Elizabeth Brantley, Director of Development
Alexis Watts, and Director of Communications
and Advocacy Taylor Wilson.

In conclusion, God Bless our Troops, and
may we never forget September 11th in the
Global War on Terrorism.

————

IN HONOR OF DR. ROBERT B.
TOULOUSE

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life and public service of Robert
B. Toulouse. Dr. Toulouse, provost emeritus
and dean of the Toulouse Graduate School at
the University of North Texas in Denton,
Texas, devoted his life to the education of oth-
ers.

Robert Toulouse served his country for 25
years. Beginning in World War IlI, Dr. Toulouse
served five years of active duty in the United
States Air Force and twenty years in the U.S.
Air Force Reserve. In 1978, he retired at the
rank of Lieutenant Colonel.

Dr. Toulouse earned three degrees in edu-
cation from the University of Missouri, which
led him to a robust career in academia. In
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1948, Dr. Toulouse began his distinguished
career in education as assistant professor in
the University of North Texas’ College of Edu-
cation. He made a significant impact on cam-
pus through his service as dean of the grad-
uate school from 1954 to 1982. During this
time, the graduate school grew to host more
than 100 graduate programs, increasing from
just a few hundred graduate students to more
than 5,000.

After 28 years at the helm of the graduate
school, Dr. Toulouse joined the university’s
leadership team as provost and vice president
for academic affairs in 1982. After he retired
as provost emeritus, the University of North
Texas named the Robert B. Toulouse School
of Graduate Studies in 1990 in honor of his
tremendous professional and personal con-
tributions to the institution.

Dr. Toulouse passed away this year at the
age of 98, leaving a rich legacy of service to
our community. | would like to offer my sincere
sympathy to the Toulouse family on their loss.
| am grateful for the service Dr. Robert B.
Toulouse rendered to this nation and to the
university of which | am a proud alumnus.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MR. RICHARD BICE

HON. ROD BLUM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Richard Bice of Cedar Rapids, for
his services as a local ambassador for the
Cedar Rapids Alzheimer's Association. Earlier
this year, Mr. Bice was awarded the Alz-
heimer’'s Association Advocate of the Year for
the Greater lowa Chapter.

Mr. Bice has dedicated himself to service
throughout his life: serving in the United
States Army, running a successful insurance
business in Cedar Rapids, serving as a state
president for Multiple Sclerosis and Muscular
Dystrophy associations in lowa, and forming
the Cedar Rapids Metro Optimists Club. Mr.
Bice was also a dedicated husband to his late
wife, Carolyn Bice, who was diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s in 2002. Mr. Bice cared for her at
home for over 11 years until her death in
2013.

Although he misses his wife dearly, Mr. Bice
has maintained a positive outlook on life and
has continued to better the community around
him. Mr. Bice is a tremendous advocate for
the Alzheimer's Association, where he dis-
cusses the journey that he and his wife went
through after her Alzheimer's diagnosis.
Thanks to the hard work of Richard and count-
less others we have hope that new opportuni-
ties for a cure will be available for future gen-
erations. It is clear that Richard lives by the
words of his father, “whatever you’ve been
given, if you give back, it'll double.”

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to rise today to
recognize Mr. Bice during Alzheimer's and
Brain Awareness Month, and thank him for his
outstanding contributions to the Eastern lowa
community, to the State of lowa, and to our
country.
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RECOGNIZING THE LIBERTY
STORE FOR OVER 100 YEARS OF
BUSINESS

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor The Liberty Store in Auburn, New York,
as this family-owned business celebrates over
100 years serving our community.

For over a century, The Liberty Store has
provided a large variety of menswear items to
Cayuga County. When the Goldman family
first opened the doors of its small business in
1915, it advertised shoes, pants, and socks.
Over the years, the Goldman family has grown
The Liberty Store into a one-stop shop for in-
dividuals and businesses alike, including the
Auburn Correctional Facility. This small busi-
ness has evolved over the past century to
meet the needs of its clients and our commu-
nity—now serving jails, police, and fire depart-
ments in 30 states. The Liberty Store has be-
come an integral part of Auburn’s landscape
and still provides menswear for Central New
Yorkers of all ages.

| am proud to recognize The Liberty Store
and to congratulate the Goldman family on
102 years in business. This fourth-generation
company has become a staple for the Auburn
community and | wish The Liberty Store con-
tinued success in the years to come.

IN MEMORY OF PAUL BERLIN
HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, |
recognize the life of a local icon: longtime
Texas and Houston radio legend, Paul Berlin.

Spanning nearly seven decades, Paul’s ca-
reer in radio began after he won a local “So
You Want to be an Announcer” contest at the
young age of 17. Although a native of Mem-
phis, Tennessee, Paul moved to Houston
when he was 19, where he officially began his
radio career as a local disc jockey at KNUZ
Radio.

Paul's warm personality, jovial manner, and
unique radio persona attracted fans from all
genres of music, but his love of music went far
beyond his radio appearances. As the owner
of a string of nightclubs, Paul promoted con-
certs and dances hosted by legends such as
Chuck Berry, Jerry Lee Lewis, and Nat King
Cole, across the Houston area.

His passion for music eventually carried him
overseas, where Paul toured U.S. military
bases across Europe and brought the sounds
of home to thousands of our young service
members.

Over the years, Paul worked with music leg-
ends such as Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Ray
Charles, Mary Tyler Moore, and Sonny &
Cher. However, he never stopped playing the
music of local Houston singers, and he is
credited with starting many songwriters’ ca-
reers.

Before he retired in 2004, Paul went on to
DJ at three other Houston stations. Six years
after retiring, his love for music pulled him
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back into the radio business, and he returned
to host a Saturday evening special at KSEV.

In 1998, Paul was inducted into the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame, and in 2002, he was
inducted into the Texas Radio Hall of Fame.
Paul’s storied career earned him many hon-
ors, such as the American Women in Radio &
TV Media’s Radio Personality of the Year and
Marconi Award Nominee for Major Market Per-
sonality of the Year.

Paul was preceded in death by his precious
wife of over sixty years, Nezzie. He is survived
by five sons, Brad and his wife Patti, Glenn
and his wife Sue, Bruce and his wife Dana,
Craig and his wife Jamie, and Donald; nine
grandchildren, Evan, Elise, Ross and his wife
Melissa, Valerie, Denise and her husband
Josh, Austin and his wife Cam, Paul, Carson,
and Courtney; three great grandchildren,
Samantha, Paige, and Tate; and many nieces
and nephews.

Paul's formula for happiness, “someone to
love, something to do, and something to look
forward to,” rings true today, and his love of
music and dedication to his community made
Houston a far happier place. On June 23,
2017, Paul passed away at the age of 86, and
he will be sorely missed.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF KELBY
THORNTON’S BACK TO BACK
WINS AT THE NATIONAL
SKILLSUSA  MASONRY CHAM-
PIONSHIP

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Kelby Thornton on his back to back
championships at the 2016 and 2017 Annual
National SkillsUSA Masonry Contest in Louis-
ville, Kentucky.

A senior at Central Cabarrus High School,
Kelby and Coach Todd Hartsell, the masonry
teacher at Central Cabarrus, returned to Lou-
isvile this year to defend Kelby's title.
SkillsUSA is a national organization rep-
resented by students, teachers and industry
professionals who want to provide educational
opportunities. The masonry competition pits
high school students from all over the country
against each other as they test their practiced
trade. North Carolina currently holds more Na-
tional Masonry Championships than all other
states combined, thanks to strong competitors
like Kelby representing our great state.

This years event brought a host of talent
and | am extremely proud of Kelby for his hard
work. | am also thankful for the teachers,
coaches and volunteers who made the event
possible. | look forward to many more years of
successful competition and wish Kelby the
best of luck as he continues pursuing his
dreams.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in recog-
nizing Kelby Thornton for his second consecu-
tive National Masonry Championship.
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CELEBRATING INDIA’S
FRIENDSHIP

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, over more
than 70 years we have developed a strong
strategic partnership with India. We have a lot
in common when it comes to national security
and counterterrorism.

But our partnership doesn’t end there. Our
trade relations have grown increasingly strong-
er over the years. In 2016, our trade with India
totaled nearly $115 billion, making India our
largest goods trading partner.

Over the past year, we've also been export-
ing more and more LNG to India. 65 percent
of Indians are under 35 and the U.S. has
more natural gas than we can use. Trade in
energy with India just makes sense. It helps
both of us and deepens our bilateral ties.

Earlier this month, Secretary Perry approved
an LNG export application that will send 1.8
billion cubic feet per day to India: Mr. Speaker,
the world’s largest democracy and the oldest
democracy are natural partners.

Our shared values and interests ensure that
our strategic partnership of over 70 years will
endure.

And that’s just the way it is.

HONORING MARILYN HOPKINS
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Dr. Marilyn Hopkins upon
her retirement as Provost and Chief Operating
Officer (COQO) of Touro University, California.
She is retiring after more than 35 years of ad-
ministrative and teaching experience in higher
education. Dr. Hopkins has been an active
member of the academic and medical commu-
nities during her successful career.

Dr. Hopkins earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Nursing at California State Univer-
sity, Sacramento in 1970. She went on to earn
her Master’'s and Doctoral degrees in Nursing
at the University of California, San Francisco.

Prior to her appointment as Provost and
Chief Operating Officer in 2009, Dr. Hopkins
worked as a registered nurse for nearly 20
years at three different hospitals in California.
She was employed as a full professor with
tenure at California State University, Sac-
ramento from 1974 to 1997, teaching graduate
and undergraduate courses on diverse med-
ical subjects. Dr. Hopkins then served as the
Dean for the College of Health and Human
Services at California State University, Sac-
ramento.

Touro University, California offers accredited
graduate programs in several medical fields,
and is located in Vallejo, California. As Pro-
vost and COO, Dr. Hopkins provided leader-
ship in institutional assessment and com-
prehensive strategic planning. She created a
campus infrastructure to support research,
grant-writing and publication opportunities for
faculty and students and worked closely with
the academic deans to recruit and retain a tal-
ented and diverse faculty. Since moving to So-
lano County, Dr. Hopkins has been actively
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engaged in local and regional community ini-
tiatives. She serves on the Board for the
Vallejo Education Business Alliance and was
recognized by the Solano County Library
Foundation during Women’s History Month for
her contributions to women and the commu-
nity.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Marilyn Hopkins has led a
long career in both nursing and academia.
She is an active member of our community.
Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we honor
her here today and extend our best wishes for
an enjoyable retirement.

THE LEGACY OF RON HOWARD

HON. TED BUDD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, Ron Howard, of
Canton, North Carolina, has passed away.
After 31 years of military service, this city,
Washington, D.C., was his last battlefield. The
jungles of Vietnam were his first. | regret
deeply that his final hours were spent pre-
paring for battle against the bureaucracy of
the country to which he had given so much.

Any man who has seen combat and death
knows how precious life is. A normal man who
serves his country for 31 years takes the rest
and ease that he has more than earned. Ron
was an extraordinary man, and he used the
remainder of his time to build his company, his
community, and his country. He gave his time,
and he knew its price, but it was a price he
paid gladly. We are all the better for it.

His legacy lies in his beautiful family, his
company, and in the magnificent airplane that
he brought into existence. When a Hellfire
missile leaves one of the rails on the Arch-
angel and its rocket motor comes to life, ham-
mering down pain and misery on ISIS terror-
ists, that too is Ron’s legacy. His was a truly
great American life, and an inspiration to those
who knew him. He will not be forgotten, not by
me, not by anyone who knew him.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN
MILLS CARTER, SR.

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Mr. John Mills Carter, Sr., a
beloved member of the Fort Worth community
who passed away on June 23, 2017.

Mr. Carter was born in 1936 in Shreveport,
Louisiana. A graduate of Booker T. Wash-
ington High School and Spaudlings Business
College, Mr. Carter distinguished himself in
the food service industry throughout his cele-
brated career. As a child, he would help his
father service the commissary at the plantation
where he worked. This established his passion
for food service. After college, Mr. Carter
opened a small nightclub and cafe in Lou-
isiana before moving to Texas in 1961 in
search of better opportunities for him and his
family.

After moving to Texas, Mr. Carter managed
several restaurants in the Dallas-Fort Worth
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area before opening his own restaurant in Fort
Worth in 1992. His restaurant, “John Carter’s
Place Restaurant” served award winning
home style soul food and was known for its
quality service. Mr. Carter was especially
proud of the restaurant's People’s Choice
Award and its being named “Best of Tarrant
[County]” for several years. Before passing it
down to his family as his health declined, Mr.
Carter also established and grew catering op-
erations for the restaurant.

Along with his successes in the restaurant
business, Mr. Carter was also very involved in
his community. Throughout his life, he was
committed to supporting local charities,
schools, and religious organizations as well as
helping new restauranteurs get started. Mr.
Carter was recognized as a KKDA Coca-Cola
African-American Hero, Quest for Success
Honoree, Dr. Marion J. Brooks “Living Leg-
end”, East Fort Worth Business Association
Award Winner, Phi Beta Sigma Business
Award recipient, and Tarrant County Youth
Advocacy Award recipient, along with many
other accolades and recognitions.

As a faithful member of the Greater Mt.
Tabor Christian Center for more than 45
years, Mr. Carter served as a Deacon, a
member of the Executive Leadership Council,
a Sunday school teacher, a choir member,
and a Food Service Ministry volunteer.

Mr. Carter was married to his wife, Louella,
for 55 years until her passing on Christmas
Day of last year. He is survived by his three
children, Robert, Denise, and John Jr., along
with several grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

| honor Mr. John Mills Carter, Sr.’s positive
impact on the Fort Worth community.

———

HONORING THE PUBLIC SERVICE
OF PHIL WALTON

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Phil Walton, who is retiring from
public service after a remarkable 42 year ca-
reer with the Social Security Administration.
Mr. Walton exemplifies the sterling qualities of
a public servant who upholds the highest
standards of federal service: one of a loyal
and enlightened corps of highly trained, honor-
able civil servants. The administrative capabili-
ties of individuals like Mr. Walton hold this Re-
public together.

Phil Walton began his career with the Social
Security Administration in Rock Island, lllinois,
where he started as a claims representative.
He soon began rising through the ranks as a
field representative, operations supervisor, op-
erations officer, area administrative assistant,
executive assistant and district manager. He
was first named District Manager in Chil-
licothe, Ohio, moving to Toledo, Ohio in 1993
where he has ably guided the Toledo agency
since.

In addition to his leadership of the Toledo
Social Security Office, Phil has been an active
community leader since his arrival to the To-
ledo area. He served as a Cubmaster, Den
Leader and Area Commissioner for the Boy
Scouts of America. He has been a member of
the Friends of Wood County CASA, currently
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serving as Board Chair. He has also served
on the Advisory Board of the Toledo Legal Aid
Society.

As a member of the National Council of So-
cial Security Management Associations, Phil
was awarded the Public Service Award in
2009 “in recognition of his years of volunteer
work.” Erin Thompson, public affairs specialist
for the Toledo Social Security Office, stated,
“We would like to take the time to thank Phil
Walton for his 42 years of service with Social
Security, where he started as a Claims Rep-
resentative in 1975 in Rock Island, lllinois and
completes his career as a District Manager of
Toledo downtown, where he has been since
1993. In addition to leading the Toledo office,
he has been on numerous boards, most nota-
ble as the Chairperson for the Area Office on
Aging 2009 to the present. In addition to his
service for seniors, he has also served as
Board President for the Friends of Wood
County CASA from 2007 to present.”

Phil has given of his time and talents to the
Area Office on Aging of Northwest Ohio Board
of Directors, serving in various capacities
since 1993 and as Board President since
2009. Billie Johnson, President and CEO of
the agency, notes “Phil Walton has been a
dedicated Board member of the Area Office
on Aging of Northwestern Ohio, Inc. for more
than twenty years. His leadership, compassion
and wisdom helped the agency grow and de-
velop many vital services for older adults,
caregivers and disabled persons living in
northwest Ohio. Phil helped the agency navi-
gate through several monumental funding
challenges. He has given his time, personal
resources and energy to so many people and
various communities in northwest Ohio. We
are extremely grateful for his commitment,
dedication and leadership. Phil is the current
Board Chairman for the Area Office on Aging.”

American labor leader Walter Reuther said,
“There is no greater calling than to serve your
fellow men. There is no greater contribution
than to help the weak. There is no greater sat-
isfaction than to have done it well.” Phil Wal-
ton’s life and career have been given over to
serving his fellow citizens, to helping the
weakest among us—those who are elderly,
those who are disabled, children. He has done
it very well. His legacy is in the lives which
were made better for his efforts, in those with
whom he worked to ensure a top-notch federal
government agency and services, in the orga-
nizations which have benefitted from his in-
vestment and leadership, and a community
richer for his contributions. On this day as Phil
turns the page from career to retirement, we
offer a most heartfelt “thank you” for his ex-
traordinary commitment to our nation and its
people. As he ends his public life and looks
toward retirement, he has fulfilled Mohammad
Ali’s call that “Service to others is the payment
you make for your space here on earth.”

THE BENTON WAVE

HON. J. FRENCH HILL

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 29, 2017
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recog-
nize the recent selfless actions of two extraor-

dinary individuals in my district: Mr. Robin
Creel and Mr. Danny Revis.
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Both men work tirelessly for the Benton
school district transportation program.

Last month, about 40 students from Shelby
County in Memphis piled onto a bus and
began their journey toward the popular Magic
Springs amusement park in Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas.

Unfortunately, as they traveled down 1-30,
their bus broke down.

Through the Arkansas State Police, word
got to Mr. Revis that an entire busload of chil-
dren was stranded.

After discussion with officials of the Ten-
nessee school district from which the students
hailed, Mr. Creel volunteered to use a Benton
school bus to quickly transport the Memphis
students to Magic Springs, where, after a full
day of enjoyment, a Shelby County bus would
pick them up.

Along with its well-known Benton Wave, a
gesture of genuine friendliness noticeable
throughout the city, Mr. Revis and Mr. Creel’s
commendable actions contribute to Benton’s
long-standing aura of friendship and compas-
sion.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH
ANNIVERSARY OF PONY BIRD

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, chil-
dren and adults who are mentally and phys-
ically disabled have a great friend in an orga-
nization called Pony Bird, Incorporated located
in Jefferson County, Missouri.

Named after a children’s book about a
young boy and his magical flying pony, Pony
Bird is celebrating its 40th anniversary. It
began in 1977 in one home devoted to caring
for 10 severely disabled children. Today, Pony
Bird provides 24-hour care in six residential
homes for up to 60 individuals unable to walk
or meet their daily living needs.

The facilities in Mapaville and De Soto allow
residents to receive a maximum level of per-
sonalized care. They lead happy lives through
socialization, participation, work and the op-
portunity to volunteer as members of their
community.

Pony Bird has been recognized many times
by the State of Missouri Department of Mental
Health for its outstanding level of care. It is my
great privilege to celebrate their 40 years of
caring for our most vulnerable citizens today
before the United States House of Represent-
atives.

———

HONORING LET MON LEE ON HIS
DISTINGUISHED CAREER

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge Mr. Let Mon Lee, upon his retire-
ment from his position as Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works and over
three decades of public service.

Mr. Lee assumed his most recent position in
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 2009. In
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his role as Deputy Assistant Secretary, Mr.
Lee has been responsible for the executive di-
rection of Army Civil Works projects involving
flood risk management, storm damage preven-
tion, navigation, and environmental restoration.
Prior to this, Mr. Lee served at the Army
Corps Headquarters for almost 20 years. His
work with Army Corps were separated by a
five-year stretch on the Senate Environment
and Public Works Committee.

| have had the pleasure of working with Mr.
Lee on our shared efforts to improve the level
of flood protection for Sacramento, in my dis-
trict. Sacramento is defined by its two great
rivers, the American and the Sacramento,
which makes it the most at-risk major Amer-
ican city for flooding. Mr. Lee has been a
great champion for Sacramento’s flood control
projects, and together we have been able to
better protect the lives and livelihoods of my
constituents.

Mr. Lee has been wonderful to work with on
both a professional and personal level. | wish
him many years of happiness in retirement
with his wife and grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all my colleagues to join
me in thanking Mr. Lee for his service.

12 CARRIER ACT
HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to announce that my bill, the 12 Carrier Act,
was included in last night's NDAA markup.
This legislation will play a critical role in re-
building our nation’s military.

With ongoing perils around the world, in-
cluding increasing violence by ISIS and per-
sistent threats by North Korea, it is vital to our
nation’s security that our Navy is fully
equipped with the resources and capabilities
to respond to these threats. By including my
bill in the Committee’s mark, we will be in-
creasing the statutory limit for carriers from
eleven to twelve. In doing so, this measure will
empower the Navy with the tools they des-
perately need to meet Combatant Commander
requirements, deter conflict, prolong the lives
of our fleet, and send a message to potential
adversaries that we will not allow our decisive
advantage in worldwide maritime force projec-
tion to erode.

Since the end of the Cold War, aircraft car-
rier requirements have increased while the air-
craft carrier force structure has declined. The
Navy has stated that the current forces cannot
support global requirements. For years, this
strain has caused our fleet to operate at max-
imum capacity, limiting aircraft carrier at-sea
training, increasing deployment lengths and
decreased time available for maintenance. To
express the shortcomings of our carrier fleet,
Navy Rear Admiral Thomas Moore has stated
“We’re an 11-carrier Navy in a 15-carrier
world”. President Trump also recently stressed
the necessity of adding a twelfth carrier to our
fleet.

Maintaining the required operational tempo
with 12 carriers relieves significant stress both
in terms of manpower, as well as keeping the
proper maintenance cycles of the carriers
themselves. When the carrier fleet is at full
strength of 12, regional combatant com-
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manders will be able to rely on the imposing
presence of U.S. forces and will be able to re-
spond to threats in a more expedited manner.

| am encouraged that my fellow members of
the Armed Services Committee agree with my
concerns about the shrinking size and capa-
bilities of the United States Navy, and acted in
a bipartisan fashion to include my “12 Carrier
Act” into the markup. | thank Chairman
THORNBERRY and Subcommittee Chairman
WITTMAN for their support on this measure,
and | look forward to seeing this measure
passed by the House as part of the FY18 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DAWN
WRIGHT

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Dawn Wright on the occasion of
her retirement from the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) after 36 years of honorable
service.

Born to Robert and Nancy Warren, Dawn is
the oldest of four children. Robert, a Marine
officer for much of his life, served in multiple
locations across the U.S. This gave Dawn and
her siblings the opportunity to grow up in Cali-
fornia, Virginia, North Carolina, and Hawaii.

Growing up in a military family, Dawn joined
the United States Navy in July 1974 with the
goal of becoming an air traffic controller. She
quickly became a ground-controlled approach
(GCA) controller at Naval Air Station Kingsville
before transferring to Rota, Spain where she
gained experience working in a control tower
alongside Spanish controllers.

After leaving the Navy in 1979, Dawn was
hired to work for the FAA in August 1981. Her
first assignment was Bridgeport Tower in
Stratford, Connecticut where she became a
full-fledged air traffic controller for the FAA.
There, she received a number of ‘on the spot’
awards and recognition for her outstanding
work.

In 1986, Dawn moved to Massachusetts
and worked at both Cape Terminal Radar Ap-
proach Control (TRACON) and Hyannis Air
Traffic Control (ATCT), quickly climbing the
ranks to a supervisory role by 1991. In 1994
Dawn decided to become an automations spe-
cialist where she learned computer program-
ming, software, networking and operating sys-
tems. It was during this time that she received
recognition for building a computer for Cape
TRACON out of scrapped, non-working com-
puters. She has since become a staff spe-
cialist and her responsibilities have included
air traffic controller testing on Nantucket,
teaching the Automated Radar Terminal Sys-
tems (ARTS) course to new air traffic control-
lers, ensuring quality assurance at the facility,
and evaluations for multiple facilities including
Boston ATCT and Providence ATCT.

Outside of work, Dawn is an accomplished
rower, having been part of a crew team from
2001 to 2012 as a Masters rower. In her spare
time she is an avid amateur ballroom dancer,
rides motorcycles and pursues recording her
family’s genealogy. While her childhood was
not spent in Massachusetts, she has since
learned that she has historic ties to the Com-
monwealth. She is a descendent of Thomas
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Mayhew, the first governor of Martha’s Vine-
yard, and John Swain, one of the original pro-
prietors of Nantucket Island.

Dawn will be celebrating her retirement on
June 30th and will be dearly missed by all at
Cape TRACON. With her retirement she plans
to spend more time with her family, including
her boyfriend, her parents, and her son Brian
and his family.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Dawn
Wright for her many years of steadfast service
to public safety, the aviation industry, and our
country. | ask that my colleagues join me in
wishing her a happy retirement and many
more years of health and happiness.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHRIS COLLINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
missed one vote on June 28, 2017. Had |
been present, | would have voted YEA on Roll
Call No. 332.

———

CELEBRATING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TACO PALENQUE

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 30th Anniversary of Taco
Palenque.

Taco Palenque opened on July 1st, 1987,
with the purpose of serving delicious and au-
thentic Mexican cuisine. Over its thirty years of
existence, it has served some of the best food
in all of South Texas. Founded by Mr. Juan
Francisco “Pancho™ Ochoa in Laredo, TX,
Taco Palenque has seen much success. With
over 1,500 employees and 21 locations across
Texas, including in San Antonio, Laredo,
McAllen, and Mission, Taco Palenque has
shown to be a top-quality restaurant chain.

Offering everything from traditional tacos to
homemade menudo, Taco Palenque never
fails to provide excellent cuisine to Texans.
The hard work and effort that is shown
through Taco Palenque’s cuisine speaks to
the dedication of Mr. Ochoa, who always
made sure to never serve any food that he
does not personally like. This mindset has
brought him many honors including The
Chamber of Commerce’s Laredo Businessman
of the Year award. He has also been honored
by the Texas legislature for his work and con-
tributions to the restaurant industry.

His restaurants have also been recognized
for their outstanding customer service which
came through Mr. Ochoa’s dedication to cus-
tomer satisfaction. For Mr. Ochoa, no task is
too small to preserve the famous taste of his
restaurants. Regardless of the cost, customer
satisfaction takes priority. This is one of the
many reasons for Taco Palenque’s ongoing
success.

Taco Palenque is not just a thriving busi-
ness but a family owned operation. From the
outset, this organization would not have been
possible without the help and expertise of
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Pancho’s family members. Mr. Ochoa’s wife,
Flerida, was instrumental in helping to create
some of Taco Palenque’s most famous rec-
ipes. She worked tirelessly with Mr. Ochoa to
perfect everything that is served. As the busi-
ness expanded, his children took on several
important roles in the business, including Gen-
eral Director of the company and manager of
several different restaurants.

| would also like to note that Taco Palenque
has supporters here in our nation’s Capital.
Over the last several years, my office has
hosted “Laredo Day”, a widely attended and
bi-partisan reception that features the culture
and cuisine of Laredo, TX. At this event we
serve Taco Palenque which is often noted by
our guests to be some of the best food that
they have ever had. These guests include
members of Congress, ambassadors, and
cabinet officials. The food is so popular my of-
fice oftentimes has to limit the number of
guests to the reception.

Taco Palenque does not limit itself to merely
serving good food. Throughout Taco
Palenque’s existence, the restaurant has
partnered with advocates and organizations
that promote the well-being of the local com-
munity. As a sponsor of multiple youth sports
teams and organizations, such as Mercy Min-
istries of Laredo, the Boys and Girls Club of
Laredo, and the American Cancer Society
Relay for Life, community is clearly important
to this establishment.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize the accomplishments of
Taco Palenque, my dear friend Pancho
Ochoa, and all his staff.

HONORING JUDGE EDWARD
PHILMAN

HON. NEAL P. DUNN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the legacy of Hearing Officer and
Former Gilchrist County Court Judge Edward
Philman, who passed away on May 17th.

Judge Philman was a pillar of the commu-
nity and served the citizens of Gilchrist County
as their County Court Judge for 24 years be-
fore his retirement in 2012. He then went on
to work as a Senior Judge and as a Civil Traf-
fic Hearing Officer for the Eighth Judicial Cir-
cuit of Florida.

His achievements were many during his life-
time. He served his country in the U.S. Army
infantry and was a combat veteran in Vietnam.
He was named the Gilchrist County Citizen of
the Year in 1989. Judge Philman was an in-
volved member of the Trenton Rotary Club
and served as district governor from 2012 to
2013.

Judge Philman also instituted the Fifth-
Grade Mock Trials in Gilchrist County. Since it
began, the Mock Trials have taught hundreds
of local students how the judicial system actu-
ally works.

Judge Philman earned his Juris Doctor from
Mercer University in 1981 with honors and his
Bachelor of Arts from the University of Florida
in 1978. He also attended Lake City Commu-
nity College and Lake City Forest Ranger
School, after graduating Bell High School.

He has been quoted saying, “Let my life
and the work | have done speak for me.”
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Mr. Speaker, Judge Philman’s life and work
have truly spoken to the character of the ex-
traordinary man we lost last month. Please
join me in honoring a man who dedicated his
life to the letter of the law, the late Judge Ed-
ward Philman.

———

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE
COST ESTIMATE

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, in accordance
with House Report 115-193, | include in the
RECORD the following Congressional Budget
Cost Estimate for H.R. 1684.

U.S. CONGRESS,
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,
Washington, DC, June 27, 2017.

Hon. BILL SHUSTER,

Chairman, Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional
Budget Office has prepared the enclosed cost
estimate for H.R. 1684, the Disaster Assist-
ance Support for Communities and Home-
owners Act of 2017.

If you wish further details on this esti-
mate, we will be pleased to provide them.
The CBO staff contact is Robert Reese.

Sincerely,

MARK P. HADLEY
(For Keith Hall, Director).
Enclosure.

H.R. 1684—DISASTER ASSISTANCE SUPPORT
FOR COMMUNITIES AND HOMEOWNERS ACT OF
2017

As passed by the House of Representatives
on June 26, 2017

H.R. 1684 would require the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) to pro-
vide technical assistance to community,
homeowner, and similar associations. FEMA
would be required to help such associations
take actions after a disaster that would
make them eligible to receive reimburse-
ment from entities that receive FEMA
grants. This legislation also would require
FEMA to submit a report to the Congress on
expanding the areas of condominiums and
housing cooperatives that are eligible for
federal disaster relief.

Based on information provided by FEMA,
about the cost to collect information nec-
essary to complete the report, CBO esti-
mates that implementing H.R. 1684 would
cost $1 million in 2018; such spending would
be subject to the availability of appropriated
funds.

Enacting H.R. 1684 would not affect direct
spending or revenues; therefore, pay-as-you-
go procedures do not apply. CBO estimates
that enacting H.R. 1684 would not increase
net direct spending or on-budget deficits in
any of the four consecutive 10-year periods
beginning in 2028.

H.R. 1684 contains no intergovernmental or
private-sector mandates as defined in the
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and would
impose no costs on state, local, or tribal gov-
ernments.

The CBO staff contacts for this estimate
are Meghan Shewsbury and Robert Reese.
The estimate was approved by Theresa
Gullo, Assistant Director for Budget Anal-
ysis.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE FOOD
DESERTS ACT

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, in
June of 2017, Marsh Supermarkets grocery
stores announced the closure of many stores
throughout the Midwest. Many of these stores
were located in my district where already
many families lack a car or reliable public
transportation to get to the nearest alternative,
often located over a mile away. Today, thou-
sands of my constituents are struggling to find
the food they need, with many forced to rely
on fast food restaurants and convenience
stores. These options are neither healthy nor
affordable.

Sadly, this situation is not unique. Over 29
million people, almost 10 percent of the U.S.
population, live without ready access to afford-
able, nutritious food and over 2 million people
have no transportation to get to their nearest
store. Many have seen their local stores close
their doors during the recent economic down-
turn. Others lost access years ago and are
now facing the serious long-term impacts of
obesity, diabetes, malnutrition and other diet
related ailments. Unfortunately, residents in
these low-income areas tend to spend less on
groceries, leaving little financial incentive for
traditional grocery chains to make costly in-
vestments for new locations.

In the wealthiest country on Earth, nutritious
food should be an expectation, not a luxury.
That is why | am introducing the Food Deserts
Act, which creates new avenues to fund stores
in underserved communities. This bill will cre-
ate USDA funded, state operated revolving
funds that will issue low interest loans for the
operation of grocery stores in food deserts.
The bill ensures that recipients of these loans,
including for-profit, non-profit and municipal
entities, will provide affordable, healthy food,
including fresh produce and staples like milk,
bread and meat. It will also ensure that USDA
professionals are available to provide technical
assistance to recipients who need it.

Access to healthy food is something that
most of us take for granted. But despite our
own experiences, we need to remember that
millions of our constituents are struggling
every day to feed their families. With this mar-
ket driven approach, | hope to complement ex-
isting federal programs and efforts around the
country by ensuring a stable lending stream
for struggling grocery stores and sustainable
access to food for communities in need.

——————

RECOGNIZING CANADA’S SESQUI-
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF
CONFEDERATION

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize one of United States’ closest al-
lies and neighbor, the nation of Canada, on its
sesquicentennial anniversary of confederation.

Minnesota shares a special bond with our
neighbor to the north through many deep cul-
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tural, economic, and enviromnental ties. As
Minnesota’s largest trading partner, Canada
helps generate $20 billion of economic activity,
a clear indicator of its importance to our state.
However, perhaps even more meaningful are
connections we share to our precious cultural
and natural heritage. The Great Lakes and the
pristine natural beauty of the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness not only form Min-
nesota’s northern border with Canada, but
they also help define our collective identities,
drawing visitors from both near and abroad
who come to explore and marvel over the
world’s largest reserve of fresh water, and ac-
cessible and beautiful wilderness. It is be-
cause of the natural wonders that we both
share, that Minnesota and Canada also share
a commitment to action in addressing climate
change and protecting our natural resources
for future generations.

Minnesotans and Canadians are also deeply
connected on a cultural leveL Long before Eu-
ropeans arrived, Indigenous Americans and
First Nations created thriving communities and
lived off of the abundance of the vast forests,
plains, lakes and rivers. Europeans who later
settled these lands chose names derived from
indigenous languages. Minnesota came from
two Dakota words; Mni meaning “water” and
Sota meaning “sky-tinted,” while Canada is
derived from the Iroquois-Huron word Kanata
meaning ‘“village” or “settlement.” Later on,
threads of early French influence were inter-
woven into each of our historical tapestries.
This can easily be seen in the names of
streets in the Twin Cities of Saint Paul and
Minneapolis, and in our state motto “L’Etoile
du Nord”, “The Star of the North”. Minnesota
and Canada share so much culturally, that Ca-
nadians will often jokingly refer to Minnesota
as the 11th province.

Minnesotans and Canadians continue to
share a strong affinity to the land and out-
doors pursuits, including, hiking, boating, hunt-
ing and fishing. Perhaps nothing defines our
bond more clearly today than a love of hock-
ey. Minnesota is proudly known as “the State
of Hockey’ and Canadians of all stripes simi-
larly display unparalleled energy and passion
for the sport.

As we join the nation of Canada in cele-
brating 150 years since its confederation, let
us remember the unwavering friendship and
security alliance between not only our two
countries, but also between the people of
Canada and Minnesota. Rarely is it that two
peoples, separated by national borders, hold
the other in such high esteem as the people
of Minnesota and Canada do for one another.
As Canada embarks on another 150 years, let
us continue to foster a relationship that is truly
unique amongst the nations of the world. On
behalf of the residents of Minnesota’s Fourth
Congressional District, it is my honor to wish
Canada a happy 150th birthday.

———————

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT P. EVERLY

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contribution to our national se-
curity has been exceptional. After eight years
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of active duty service in the U.S. Navy and
decades of work dedicated to the development
and assessment of U.S. Navy weapons deliv-
ery platforms as a civilian, Robert “Bob”
Everly is retiring on June 30, 2017.

Between his active duty service and civilian
work directly supporting the Naval Surface
Warfare Center, Corona Division, Mr. Everly
spent nearly fifty years supporting the U.S.
Navy. That civilian employment includes thirty-
three years managing projects and programs
supporting weapons and combat systems per-
formance assessment, Fleet exercise assess-
ments, metrology systems engineering, RM&A
assessment, range systems engineering, tele-
communications engineering, information sys-
tems engineering, software development, In-
formation Assurance/Accreditation, and classi-
fied network operations.

Mr. Everly has also dedicated a tremendous
amount of time as an essential member of
various community-based organizations. That
includes his service as an Executive Board
Member and Co-Chair of the Science and
Technology Education Program (STEP). As
the Honorary Chairman of STEP, | have been
incredibly fortunate to work closely with Mr.
Everly to develop a successful program that
sparks students interest in math, science and
engineering. Mr. Everly also served as Chair-
man of the Board, President and Vice-Presi-
dent of the Measurement Science Conference,
as a member of the Corona and Riverside
Chambers of Commerce, and participated as
a member of state and local Naval Surface
Warfare Center Corona Retention Committees
during the Base Realignment and Closer
(BRAC) process.

Mr. Everly has contributed immensely to the
betterment of our region and military and | am
proud to call him a fellow community member,
American and my friend. To conclude, Mr.
Speaker, | want to thank Mr. Everly for his
service to our country and the Inland Empire—
his dedication, insight and passion will be
greatly missed.

———

IN HONOR OF JAMES MARTIN
KIDWELL

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Leesburg Virginia’s longest
serving Police Chief, James Martin Kidwell,
who passed away on June 19, 2017, at the
age of seventy-seven. A lifelong resident of
Leesburg, Chief Kidwell was renowned for his
public service and longstanding community in-
volvement, as he dedicated his career to pro-
tecting the people of his hometown. Through-
out his life, he was a revered leader in the
Leesburg community who brought honor and
integrity to his profession and will be remem-
bered as one of the town’s finest and most de-
voted policemen.

Chief Kidwell was born and reared in Lees-
burg and graduated from Loudoun County
High School. After graduation, Chief Kidwell
initially intended to follow in the footsteps of
his uncle and work as a plumber. However,
only after a few days in this occupation, when
he came across a nest of snakes, Chief
Kidwell realized that he wanted to pursue a
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different line of work. Then in 1961, at the age
of twenty, he became a police officer in Lees-
burg, marking the commencement of his thirty-
four year career with Leesburg’s Police De-
partment. In 1972, he assumed the position of
Chief of the Leesburg Police Department and
held that post until his retirement in 1995.

Mr. Kidwell’s remarkable career spanned
multiple decades, and as Chief, he oversaw
Leesburg’s Police Department during a period
of unprecedented development in the town. As
the town expanded and confronted new com-
plex challenges, Chief Kidwell ensured that
the police department was equipped to handle
the city’s massive population surge and trans-
formed the department from a meager force of
only four police officers, one patrol car, and no
radio system into a modem police department.
During his tenure, the department burgeoned
into a thirty-five person force that was able to
effectively combat the increasingly serious
crimes stemming from Leesburg’s rapid
growth. But despite the town’s enlargement,
Chief Kidwell always remained engaged with
Leesburg’s residents and maintained a small-
town approach to law enforcement.

After retirement, Chief Kidwell spent much
of his time playing golf, watching sports, espe-
cially his beloved Washington Redskins, and
caring for his grandchildren. He is survived by
his wife, Dorothy Knox Kidwell, his daughters,
Kelly Bradley, Kerri Spinks, and Kristi Kidwell,
his sisters Catherine Howard and Page
Kidwell, his brother Bradley Kidwell, seven
grandchildren, three great-grandchildren, and
many nieces and nephews.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me and
countless others as we recognize the innumer-
able contributions of Chief Kidwell. Chief
Kidwell’s steadfast commitment and selfless
dedication to keeping the residents of Lees-
burg safe will be greatly missed, and the serv-
ices he provided to the Town of Leesburg and
Virginia’'s Tenth Congressional District will
never be forgotten. He was an exemplary offi-
cer and the true embodiment of a public serv-
ant, and today we honor him for his legacy of
a lifetime of service.

———

IN HONOR OF NEW CITIZENS
HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and sincerity that | take this
time to congratulate the individuals who will
take their oath of citizenship on July 4, 2017.
In true patriotic fashion, on the day of our
great Nation’s celebration of independence, a
naturalization ceremony will take place, wel-
coming new citizens of the United States of
America. This memorable occasion, coordi-
nated by the League of Women Voters of the
Calumet Area and presided over by Magistrate
Judge Andrew Radovich, will be held at The
Pavilion at Wolf Lake in Hammond, Indiana.

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come
from countries around the world to the United
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. The oath ceremony is a shining example
of what is so great about the United States of
America—that people from all over the world
can come together and unite as members of
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a free, democratic nation. These individuals
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a
better opportunity for success than here in
America.

On July 4, 2017, the following people, rep-
resenting many nations throughout the world,
will take their oaths of citizenship in Ham-
mond, Indiana: Adriana Solis, Dhanwant
Singh, Syneth Lorana Gardner, Roberto Diaz,
Virginia Reformina Wilson, Khalid Javed,

Maria Wiederhold, Glendie Mallen, Liljana
Stojceska, Oliver Cadikovski, Gagandeep
Khatra, Hernan Ezequiel Barenboim, Jose
Lauro Sanchez Ruvalcaba, Sambath
Cheakhun, Mariel Claudia Lopez, Sabine

Marie Helene Shive, Maria del Rayo Tirado,
Mary Madhulatha Vennamalla, Ding Lin,
Aurelia Ruiz, Alanoud Hashem Mahmoud
Alshurafa, Yan Zhu, Guadalupe Juan Ramirez,
Aleksandra Gardijan, Nevenka Nanic, Brenda
Beatriz Medina, Maria de los Angeles
Garduno Hernandez, Woo Young Yang, Lucy
Amparo Perdomo Lopez, Marjan Risteski, J.
Guadalupe Gama Macias, Delroy Anthony
Roomes, Sonali Shukla, Erlinda Treyes Alva-
rez, Ma Dolores Serrano del Real, Gelma
Ordaniza Hogue, Damaris Mituki Kariuki, Ravi
Nigam, Jayesh Shantilal, Minnie Marchan
Damico, Teresa Bautista Alcala, Mico
Mileusnic, Mathy Bukassa McKinney, Israel
Jacinto-Contreras, Norielyn Langres
Heitzmann, Genevieve Blayee, Manuel Angel
Corazzari, Martin Gonzalez, Hannan Hassan
Sheikh, and Emilio Soria.

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives,
each is inspired by the fact that the United
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country “. . . of the people, by the
people, and for the people.” They realize that
the United States is truly a free nation. By
seeking American citizenship, they have made
the decision that they want to live in a place
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment
of the Constitution, they can practice religion
as they choose, speak their minds without fear
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
congratulating these individuals, who will be-
come citizens of the United States of America
on July 4, 2017, the anniversary of our Na-
tion’s independence. They, too, are American
citizens, and they, too, are guaranteed the in-
alienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. We, as a free and democratic
nation, congratulate them and welcome them.

———

2016 LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD

HON. PAUL MITCHELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Kelmendi, a member of the Al-
banian-American Community of Michigan.

In 2002, Professor John P. Kelmendi was
elevated to Knighthood by his Majesty King
Leka | of Albania. This honor represents his
leadership and courage in bringing freedom,
liberty, and democracy to citizens of Albania.
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Dedicating his life to service, Dr. Kelmendi
was also presented with the Mother Theresa
Humanitarian Award by the President of Alba-
nia and now resides in Michigan.

Dr. Kelmendi’s efforts continue to influence
the lives of high school students as an educa-
tor and scholar in Michigan. On March 31,
2017, the Albanian-American Community of
the USA awarded Dr. Kelmendi the 2016 Life-
time Achievement Award. His contribution to
education and culture in America has been ex-
traordinary.

| join the Albanian-American Community of
Michigan, in Shelby Township, in congratu-
lating and thanking Dr. John P. Kelmendi for
his service.

———

HONORING STARK COUNTY
COURTHOUSE’S BICENTENNIAL

HON. BOB GIBBS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
recognize the Stark County Courthouse, which
celebrates its bicentennial this year.

The halls of the Stark County Courthouse
have a significant place in American history—
recounting the area’s evolution into a promi-
nent community in Northeast Ohio. President
William McKinley argued cases before the
court as Stark County Prosecutor, and citizens
would travel to the courthouse to hear news
and updates from the battlefield during the
Civil War.

The current courthouse is the third con-
structed on the grounds in Stark County,
sculpted from brick, sandstone, and marble.
The building itself is an illustration of justice,
with the clock tower adorned with four Trum-
peters of Justice symbolizing the Courthouse
occupants’ devotion to truth and integrity. The
triangular sandstone pediment on the front of
the Courthouse demonstrates figures of com-
merce, justice, agriculture, and industry pro-
duced in Stark County.

The Stark County Courthouse is a treasure
of Northeast Ohio, and | am proud to join in
celebration of its place in our history.

HONORING OBERLIN COLLEGE
PRESIDENT MARVIN KRISLOV

HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
commend to the House the many contributions
of Dr. Marvin Krislov. Dr. Krislov is departing
the presidency of Oberlin College and Con-
servatory tomorrow after ten years of distin-
guished service in that office.

A Rhodes Scholar and a graduate of Yale
Law School, Dr. Krislov initially pursued a ca-
reer in law, clerking for the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Northern District of California
in San Francisco. He then spent three years
working at the White House Counsel's Office
and then in various senior roles at the Depart-
ment of Labor.

Dr. Krislov came to Oberlin College in 2007
after nine years as Vice President and Gen-
eral Counsel at the University of Michigan.
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Over the last decade, the Oberlin community
has benefited greatly from his outstanding
management skills and willingness to engage
with students, who hold him in the highest re-
gard. Hundreds took advantage of his stand-
ing offer to meet personally with any grad-
uating senior seeking career advice.

To fulfill his desire to make the college more
inclusive and accessible to students from
every economic background, Dr. Krislov cre-
ated the Oberlin Access Initiative. This initia-
tive helped alleviate the loan burden of many
lower-income students.

Dr. Krislov has been hailed for his fund-
raising efforts—especially his leadership of the
most successful comprehensive campaign in
Oberlin’s history, which came in well ahead of
its goal and ahead of schedule. This campaign
has allowed for significant campus expansions
and renovations.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Krislov will soon assume
the presidency of Pace University in New
York. On behalf of the people of Ohio’s Fourth
Congressional District, | offer him my thanks
for his long and distinguished career at
Oberlin. His legacy of innovative and earnest
leadership will benefit Oberlin College for
years to come. | wish him and his family every
success as they move to this new chapter in
their lives.

TRIBUTE TO DR. JOHN EDWARD
HASSE

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer congratulations to Dr. John Edward
Hasse on his retirement as Curator of Music
at the National Museum of American History,
a position he has served in since 1984.

Dr. Hasse is a recognized leader in the field
of jazz scholarship and education, distin-
guishing himself through publications, pro-
gramming, lectures, and public service. Most
notably, Dr. Hasse conceived and founded
Jazz Appreciation Month, which was endorsed
by the U.S. Congress in 2003. Today, Jazz
Appreciation Month is celebrated each April in
all 50 states and in over forty other countries.

Dr. Hasse also worked with me to found the
Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Orchestra, the
jazz-ensemble-in-residence at the National
Museum of American History, now in its 26th
year of domestic concerts and international
tours for the U.S. State Department.

In addition to his work at the Smithsonian,
Dr. Hasse is an accomplished writer, contrib-
uting chapters to a number of books and arti-
cles in The Washington Post, The Wall Street
Journal, eight academic journals, and eight
encyclopedias. He has lectured on music, the
arts, and leadership in 20 countries on six
continents, advancing cultural diplomacy, often
on behalf of the U.S. State Department. He
has served on a number of boards, including
the federal New Orleans Jazz Commission,
the board of the International Association for
Jazz Education, and as a founding member of
the Jazz Educators Network. He has been a
consultant with the U.S. Postal Service, the
National Academy of Recording Arts and
Sciences, and UNESCO.

Dr. Hasse earned a B.A. cum laude from
Carleton College, M.A. and Ph.D. degrees
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from Indiana University, and a Certificate in
Business Administration from The Wharton
School. His honors include appointment as
Herb Alpert Scholar-in-Residence at the
Berklee College of Music, two ASCAP-Deems
Taylor Awards for excellence in writing about
music, two Grammy Award nominations, and
two honorary doctorates.

Mr. Speaker, | offer my sincerest thanks to
John for many years of friendship, and | know
| speak for the entire Smithsonian Institute
when | say Dr. Hasse will be sorely missed in
his current capacity at the Smithsonian. How-
ever, if there is one thing | know about John,
it is that he will never be far from the musical
community he has fostered for the past few
decades. We cannot thank him enough for the
many years of service he has offered, and we
look forward to seeing what the next stage of
life holds for him.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF FLORENTINO “TINO” DURAN

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor the life and leg-
acy of Florentino “Tino” Duran, a publisher,
veteran, and philanthropist who worked tire-
lessly to help San Antonians.

Born in San Antonio, Texas in 1934, Tino
graduated from Lanier High School and went
on to serve in the U.S. Air Force. He attended
San Antonio College where he first flexed his
journalism muscle while working on tbe school
paper, The Ranger. After earning his bach-
elor's degree in political science, Tino contin-
ued his education and completed a master's
degree in public administration at St. Mary’s
University.

Tino later became general manager of Dal-
las newspaper El Sol de Tejas and then
served as president and CEO of Fort Worth'’s
El Infomador Hispano. But his crowning pro-
fessional achievement was his tenure as pub-
lisher of La Prensa De San Antonio, the first
bilingual publication in Texas. According to his
family, Tino strove to inform, educate, and in-
spire San Antonians, particularly the Hispanic
community.

A compassionate, generous man who un-
derstood the power of education, Tino estab-
lished. the La Prensa Foundation in 1995 with
his wife Amelia “Millie” Duran to award col-
lege scholarships to local students. Since its
creation, the La Prensa Foundation has pro-
vided more than 200 students with over $2
million of financial assistance to attend institu-
tions throughout Texas.

Tino is survived by his beloved wife of 62
years, Millie; his three sons Tino Jr., David,
and Steve, and their wives Susan, Norma and
Virginia; his daughters Nina and Margie, and
Margie’s husband Kenneth; 13 grandchildren;
and 18 great-grandchildren.

| offer my condolences to Tino’s family and
share the gratitude so many San Antonians
have for Tino’s tremendous service to our
community.
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IN APPRECIATION OF BRUCE
NEWCOMB’S SERVICE TO IDAHO

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, Mark Twain
once said, “Few things are harder to put up
with than a good example.” | can tell you
there is no finer example of a greater man
than my dear friend, Bruce Newcomb. | have
had the distinct pleasure and opportunity to be
part of Bruce’s life for over 30 years and in
that time | have known him in several capac-
ities, an Idaho rancher, a state legislator, a
majority leader, and the Speaker of the Idaho
House. | have seen him as a husband; father,
grandfather, uncle and brother. But, the role |
know him best as, is friend, and not just to
me, but to all he meets.

My friend is retiring for the second time. He
retired from the Idaho State Legislature in
2006 where he served for 20 years, the last
eight serving as Speaker of the Idaho
House—making him the longest-serving
speaker in state history. Bruce is the type of
leader that defines America, a leader who has
strong values and convictions, but is willing to
listen and show compassion to all. A leader
who isn’t afraid to stand up for what is right or
take the road that is more difficult, knowing in
the end it will lead to a successful outcome.

When Bruce retired from the Idaho Legisla-
ture he could have sought any job he wanted
in public office or in the private sector. His
commitment to students led him to Boise State
University where he pursued expanding higher
education opportunities in ldaho. Bruce also
established a scholarship program for Burley
High School students to attend college.

Friday, June 30, 2017, my friend Bruce will
retire from BSU where he served as the uni-
versity’s director of government relations. The
University recognized Bruce earlier this year
and presented him with the ‘Commitment to
Idaho’ Award. There is no one more deserving
of this award than Bruce Newcomb.

If you ask Bruce why he entered public
service, he will tell you President John F. Ken-
nedy inspired him with his famous quote, “Ask
not what your country can do for you, ask
what you can do for your country.” But | know
that Bruce always wanted to help others; it is
simply part of his soul.

Bruce is loyal. That's a simple statement,
but a trait that's not easy to achieve. He puts
God and family first, and friends are so close
to that line it is hard to decipher. | am beyond
fortunate to be inside his circle and am forever
grateful.

| congratulate Bruce, and look forward to
seeing him more.

HONORING: CIRCUS JUVENTAS
HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise to cel-
ebrate St. Paul's own Circus Juventas, and to
congratulate them on their performance in to-
day’s opening ceremony for the Smithsonian
Folklife Festival.
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This year the Folklife Festival marks its 50th
Anniversary, and the youth performers of Cir-
cus Juventas will be sharing their artistry with
hundreds of thousands of visitors in perform-
ances throughout the two weeks of the fes-
tival.

The founders of Circus Juventas, Dan and
Betty Butler, not only build confidence and ex-
cellence in their students through a multicul-
tural circus arts education, but also inspire
more than 50,000 audience members every
year with their professional-level perform-
ances. Circus Juventas is a key member of
the vibrant arts community in Minnesota’s 4th
District.

Since its founding in 1994, Circus Juventas
has grown into the largest performing arts cir-
cus school in North America. Over 2,500 stu-
dents participate in their year round and sum-
mer camp programs. The students of Circus
Juventas learn world-class skills in traditional
and contemporary circus arts. As these young
people come together to put on their collabo-
rative cirque nouveau performances, they also
learn the values of teamwork, self-confidence,
discipline, dedication, leadership, and collabo-
ration.

As their Member of Congress, | commend
all the students of Circus Juventas and Dan
and Betty Butler as they bring their renowned
performances and community engagement to
the National Mall as the Folklife Festival cele-
brates the Circus Arts.

The creativity that they inspire and the con-
nections they build are a gift to our commu-
nity, and we are all proud of their chance to
share those gifts on a national stage.

———

IN TRIBUTE TO SISTER JOEL
READ

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Sister Joel Read who has served as
a mentor, teacher, college professor, a fierce
advocate for women'’s rights and academic ad-
ministrator. She was the longtime leader of
Alverno College and her vision of placing abili-
ties over grades put her among the nation’s
top college innovators. Sister Joel Read died,
May 25, 2017 at the age of 91 years.

Sister Read led her alma mater for nearly
35 years. The women'’s college located on Mil-
waukee’s south side reflected her trailblazing
approach. The depth of her influence reached
far beyond the Alverno campus because of
her involvement not only in local and national
academic issues, but also due to her inter-
national network of contacts. She oversaw
multi-million dollar fund raising campaigns that
expanded the campus footprint, as well as
scholarship and academic offerings. Under her
leadership, Alverno launched one of the first
internship programs in the country and initi-
ated Weekend College targeted at working
women. Sister Read focused on students de-
veloping abilities, rather than making grades to
demonstrate skills and knowledge. The distinc-
tive ability-based, “assessment-as-learning”
curriculum approach introduced in 1973, still
draws educators from around the world to visit
Alverno.

She was a member of the School Sisters of
St. Francis since 1945. She was a fierce ad-
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vocate for women'’s rights and was one of the
founders of the National Organization for
Women in 1966. President Gerald Ford ap-
pointed her to the National Commission on the
Observance of International Women’s Year in
1975. National leaders in political and edu-
cation circles also sought her counsel. Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter appointed her to the Na-
tional Council on the Humanities. Presidents
George H.W. Bush, George W. Bush and Bill
Clinton invited her to the White House to dis-
cuss educational policy. She was singled out
as one of a handful of college presidents who
broke educational ground in the past 100
years, in the book, “The Many Lives of Aca-
demic Presidents”.

Alverno College has opened doors to those
who did not see college in their future.
Alverno’s enrollment is roughly 2,200. Forty-
five percent of the undergrad population
comes from the city of Milwaukee, and 44 per-
cent are women of color. Nearly seven in 10
are first-generation college students. Alverno
consistently receives high ratings in US News
& World Report. A 2015 report by The Edu-
cation Trust found Alverno had both the high-
est percentage (36.2 percent) of federal Pell
Grant recipients and minority undergrads (35.7
percent) among Wisconsin colleges and uni-
versities. Pell Grants provide need-based
grants to low-income students.

She retired as President of Alverno College
in 2003 having served as one of the nation’s
longest serving college presidents and re-
mained an energetic force in retirement. Mr.
Speaker, | am proud to recognize Sister Joel
Read. She has left a legacy of advocacy and
compassion. She was a true trailblazer. The
citizens of the Fourth Congressional District,
the State of Wisconsin and the nation have
benefited tremendously from her dedicated
service. | am honored for these reasons to
pay tribute to Sister Joel Read.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE TRANS-
FORM STUDENT DEBT TO HOME
EQUITY ACT

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today | intro-
duce the Transform Student Debt to Home
Equity Act of 2017—a bill that enables grad-
uates to transform their student debt into an
opportunity to purchase and own a home.

With an estimated $1.3 trillion student debt
owed to the federal government, plunging
homeownership rates among young people,
and 17.2 million habitable homes sitting va-
cant in the United States, our nation must find
a way to address the student debt vs. housing
conundrum. Luckily, there is a popular lending
instrument already in widespread use that
could serve as a significant bridge to the fu-
ture: the home mortgage. This common lend-
ing tool, overtime, has the power to transform
student loan repayments into a financial instru-
ment for building equity: the home.

Creating a path for credit worthy student
debt holders to convert their debt payment
stream into home equity would require many
federal departments to collaborate. However,
an initial effort to test the concept can take the
form of a pilot program through the Depart-
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ment of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) and Federal Housing Finance Agency
(FHFA).

This is what the Transform Student Debt to
Home Equity Act achieves. The bill authorizes
HUD and FHFA to establish a pilot that con-
nects creditworthy federal student debt holders
with housing properties for sale but held by
the federal government. By arranging financ-
ing that recalculates terms, debt-to-income ra-
tios, interest rates, and other factors, short-
term student debt could transition into longer-
term home ownership. Eventually, participants
would help restore neighborhoods, and buoy
property values locally and on the federal
ledger simply by maintaining and investing in
a home mortgage.

The status quo has created a permanent
class of millions of student debtors without the
opportunity for equity homeownership. We
have the resources, the power, and a compel-
ling economic interest to do something about
it.

Let's get started. | encourage my colleagues
to support this measure and unleash this debt
stranglehold on the next generation.

———

CONGRATULATING NEW YORK
CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL DEBATE
CHAMPIONS FOR 2016 AND 2017—
MIDDLE SCHOOL 50

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride and honor that | rise to congratu-
late the students, and teachers from Middle
School 50 (MS 50)—the John D. Wells School
on its successful reign as New York City Mid-
dle School Debate Champions for 2016 and
2017.

MS 50 is located in the Southside of Wil-
liamsburg, Brooklyn of my district. It serves
students from 6th thru 8th grade and has an
enrollment that is 82 percent Latino with 21
percent of the students being English Lan-
guage Learners. Despite personal challenges,
these students have persevered and are com-
petitive debaters. The school's debate pro-
gram has helped students develop lifelong
skills like critical thinking, verbal and written
communication, leadership, teamwork, and de-
termination. They understand that debate is an
art form that requires the tactful ability to
argue or refute a policy while maintaining
proper decorum.

Today, debate remains the bedrock of our
constitution and political system. It is uplifting
to know that these students recognize the
power of words and understand the art of de-
bate. | am extremely proud of them. | also
want to recognize and commend Principal Ben
Honoroff, Debate Coaches Jason Warren,
Matthew Mason, Thuy-An Vo, Andrew
Geathers, and Carolina Hidalgo, and teachers
for their support of this program and working
with the Middle School Quality Initiative, a
New York City Department of Education pro-
gram focused on preparing middle school stu-
dents for college. Please join me in saluting
the MS 50 Debate New York City Champion
Debate Team of 2016 and 2017.

Kevin Ascension, Jusue Canatero Nixon,
Brandy Flores, Anthony Imbert, Kelvin Imbert,
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A-Tiyana Johnson, Leslie Malin, Tracey
McKeever, Victoria Paredes, Reynaldo
Ramos, Grant Shan, Daiana Valencia, Emma
Pichardo, Crisagnelly Canario, Tarek Ali,
Denise Merino, Bryan Jacinto, Mohammed
Islam, Evelis Rodriguez.

Deirra DuBois, Samantha Espinal, Quanique
Walker, Yariel Cruz Hernandez, Solina Perez,
Heaven Nesbitt, Wendy Calderon, Ariel
Roman, Trystan Keohane, Michel Reyes, Fer-
nando Espinal, Dawlin Paredez, Carlos Fran-
cisco, Merelin Penalo, Lisa Diaz, Lesly Deleon
Clemente, Albert Sanchez, Yisneiry Rodri-
guez.

———————

NATIONAL HOMEOWNERSHIP
MONTH 2017

HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as
a member of the House Committee on Finan-
cial Services’ Subcommittee on Housing and
Insurance in recognition of June as National
Homeownership Month.

For many families across this country,
homeownership is the cornerstone of achiev-
ing their American Dream.

It has proven to be one of the most effective
ways for lower-and middle-income families to
build wealth.

Unfortunately, nearly a decade after the
2008 Financial Crisis, realizing the American
Dream is still out of reach for too many Ameri-
cans due to tightened mortgage credit stand-
ards throughout the industry.

Each year, National Homeownership Month
provides us the opportunity to recognize and
identify the significant benefits of homeowner-
ship and the resources needed to help more
Americans become homeowners.

In that spirit, it is equally important that we
continue to support efforts to improve financial
literacy in the home buying process through
the many housing counseling programs across
the country.

That is why | introduced the Housing Finan-
cial Literacy Act, H.R. 851, which will help
make homeownership a reality for more fami-
lies by giving first-time homebuyers who com-
plete a Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment-certified housing counseling course
a discount on their Federal Housing Adminis-
tration mortgage insurance premium of 25
basis points.

Let's make the American Dream of home-
ownership accessible for more Americans this
National Homeownership Month and every
month throughout the year.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TRAFFORD REALTY CO.

HON. BILL POSEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, | want to bring to
the attention of my colleagues a true success
story in the world of American small business.
Trafford Realty Co., based in Brevard County,
Florida, is celebrating its 100th Anniversary, a
true milestone for any small business.
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In 1917, A. R. “Roy” Trafford and Russell
Field opened Trafford and Field Realtors in
Historic Cocoa Village to serve the residents
of the City of Cocoa and the Brevard County
community. Years later, Roy’s son Al became
Trafford’s president and continued to lead the
organization until 2009 at which time, at the
age of 94, he promoted vice president and
general manager Terry Lolmaugh to the posi-
tion of president. Al continued to be active in
the company until his passing in 2014 at the
age of 99.

To recognize his many contributions to our
community, the City of Cocoa renamed its am-
phitheater at Cocoa Riverfront Park to the Al
Trafford Amphitheater in 2009.

Trafford Realty Co.’s leadership has wit-
nessed the growth of Brevard County, from an
area originally known for commercial fishing,
citrus, and tourism to the center for space ex-
ploration. The company has survived and
prospered through every national and local
event of the 20th and 21st centuries, success-
fully enduring the effects of World Wars, eco-
nomic depressions and recessions, local nat-
ural disasters, and man-made catastrophes.

Trafford Realty Co. has managed the sales
and purchases of thousands of homes and
commercial properties in Brevard County, and
was instrumental in the development of some
of Brevard County’s most well-known subdivi-
sions dating from 1924 through the 1970s, in-
cluding: Carleton Terrace, Riverview Acres
and Hardee Circle, Cocoa lIsles, South Merritt
Estates, and The Ranches.

Trafford Realty Co. has over 20 professional
associates. Together, they have more than
345 years in cumulative real estate selling and
buying experience. The Trafford Realty Co.
prides itself on its experience, integrity and
longevity. It will continue to serve the residents
and businesses of Brevard County, with a rep-
utation as one of our most trusted and re-
spected businesses.

| ask my colleagues to join me in saluting
Trafford Realty and its employees for their
continuing contributions to our community and
for achieving 100 successful years in busi-
ness.

———

CONGRATULATING JEREMY BOW-
DEN ON WINNING THE CONGRES-
SIONAL ART CONTEST FOR THE
24TH DISTRICT OF TEXAS

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Jeremy Bowden for his winning
piece in the Congressional Art Competition for
the 24th District of Texas. Jeremy’s artwork, ti-
tled “Lazy Day in Downtown Carroliton,” is an
oil painting of the center of Carrollton, Texas,
where Jeremy lives with his fraternal twin
brother Jason, his sister Kyra, and his parents
Rhonda and Blake. The Congressional Art
Competition is a great chance for students
such as Jeremy to showcase their artistic tal-
ents and attain national recognition for their
work.

As a child, Jeremy’s strong interest in art,
particularly drawing, was clear to Rhonda and
Blake. His parents note that, from a young
age, Jeremy had always been able to enter-
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tain himself with only a pencil and paper. This
interest became even more prominent during
parent-teacher conferences, where Rhonda
and Blake learned that Jeremy had a habit of
drawing and doodling on everything he could
get his hands on, including homework and es-
says.

It wasn’t until high school, however, that
Jeremy decided to take his interest in art seri-
ously. Once he dedicated himself, he spent
numerous hours in art lessons and working on
art projects, submitting a few of these pieces
in competitions. Some of these projects in-
cluded work in animation, figure drawings, oil-
paintings, as well as sculptures. During his
junior year in high school, his hard work and
dedication to becoming a more skilled artist
gained him some prestigious recognitions, in-
cluding winning the 24th Congressional District
of Texas Art Competition.

After Jeremy completes his senior year at
Hebron High School, he hopes to attend an
art college in the fall of 2018 to continue pur-
suing his goal of becoming a professional art-
ist. Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate
Jeremy on winning the Congressional Art Con-
test for the 24th District of Texas: | ask all of
my distinguished colleagues to join me in
wishing Jeremy the best of luck in his future
endeavors.

——
RECOGNIZING THE BIRTHDAY OF
LUCI BAINES JOHNSON, THE

YOUNGER DAUGHTER OF TU.S.
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
AND HIS WIFE, FORMER FIRST
LADY, LADY BIRD JOHNSON

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today, along with Con-
gressman BARTON, to recognize the birthday
of Luci Baines Johnson. Ms. Luci Baines
Johnson is the Chairwoman of LBJ Holding
Co. She also serves as Vice President of The
Business Suites and as a Director of LBJ
Broadcasting Co. Ms. Johnson is also a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the National
Wildflower Research Center, a member of the
advisory boards of both the Center for Bat-
tered Women and of “Believe in Me”, and a
life trustee of Seton Fund. After many years of
service, we are pleased to recognize her
today. On Sunday, July 2, 2017, she will be
celebrating her 70th birthday.

Ms. Johnson has degrees from Georgetown
University School of Nursing, the University of
Texas, and St. Edward’s University. Ms. John-
son has served as a Trustee of Boston Uni-
versity, is a past chairman of the Affiliate
Fund-raising Drive for the American Heart As-
sociation, a former chairman of the University
of Texas System School of Nursing, and a
former member of the Board of Review of the
National League of Nursing.

Through our shared passion for public serv-
ice, we have developed a close relationship
that continues to grow stronger by the year.
Much like her parents before her, she has
dedicated her life to public service and it has
been an honor to see the contributions she
has made throughout the state of Texas.

Throughout her life, she has constantly dis-
played the virtues of compassion, passion,
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and integrity. By staying true to herself in the
midst of adversity, she has managed to ac-
complish so much. Through her philanthropic
efforts, she has been able to turn dreams into
realities for so many.

Mr. Speaker, we congratulate Luci Baines
Johnson on her successes, and we wish her
a happy 70th birthday. We wish her success
as she continues to fight for so many people,
not only in the Great State of Texas, but
across the United States.

Mr. Speaker, the recognition of the birthday
and accomplishments of Luci Baines Johnson
are worth acknowledging.

TRIBUTE TO ANDREA GUY

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, it
brings me great pride to announce that an ed-
ucator from my district has been awarded the
Gilder Lehrman Institute’s Tennessee History
Teacher of the Year Award.

Ms. Andrea Guy was nominated by her own
students from Hardin Valley Academy for this
very prestigious award.

Just one year ago, Andrea was selected to
participate in the Supreme Court History Soci-
ety’s Summer Teacher Institute in Washington,
D.C.

The education of our young people can only
be as good as our teachers, and Andrea has
showcased what great education looks like
through her hard work and dedication to her
students and to the history of Our Nation.

This is a very high honor that | am proud to
recognize.

PAYING  TRIBUTE TO TRAIL-
BLAZING HOOSIER DERRICK
BURKS ON THE OCCASION OF HIS
RETIREMENT

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Derrick Burks as he retires
from Ernst & Young, a trailblazing Hoosier
whose leadership has been transformative in
our community. Derrick, a life-long Hoosier,
was born in Indianapolis and is one of twelve
children. He attended Indianapolis Public
Schools from Kindergarten until graduation.
Upon graduation from Shortridge High School
in 1974, Derrick and his twin brother Darrell,
through the encouragement of an older broth-
er enrolled at Kentucky State University. De-
spite losing both parents at an early age and
in the face of a tight budget both Derrick and
Darrell enrolled. They found great success
academically and then decided to transfer to
Indiana University. They both pursued degrees
in accounting and graduated with distinction in
1978.

After graduation, Derrick went to work at Ar-
thur Andersen in Indianapolis while his twin
Darrell pursued his successful accounting ca-
reer in Detroit, Michigan. During his time with
Arthur Andersen, Derrick was recognized for
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his contributions to the firm on several occa-
sions. In 1991, Derrick was promoted and be-
came a partner at the firm, a position he held
until May of 2000. When, at the age of 43, he
was selected to become the Managing Part-
ner. He was the first African-American to be
named to this position by a large CPA firm in
the state of Indiana. As the Managing Partner,
Derrick was instrumental in the Arthur Ander-
sen and Ernst & Young merger in 2002. He
was then named the Managing Partner for
Ernst & Young in 2004. Derrick has displayed
exemplary capability and leadership through-
out his entire career. As a member of the
Emst & Young’'s America’s Ethnicity Diversity
Task Force, Derrick embodied values that en-
couraged his colleagues to always do the right
thing. Derrick’s expertise is wide-ranging: his
clients include small businesses, large multi-
location corporations, and public companies
across numerous fields of business. In addi-
tion to his work at the firm, Derrick has dem-
onstrated a steadfast commitment to our com-
munity through numerous civic and community
activities over the years.

Derrick is a prominent leader in the African-
American community through his involvement
with the Indiana Black Expo, the Indianapolis
Museum of African American History, and the
100 Black Men of Indianapolis. Derrick is also
involved with two historically African American
fraternities, Kappa Alpha Psi, his under-
graduate fraternity, as well as Sigma Pi Phi a
post-graduate professional fraternal organiza-
tion. Kappa Alpha Psi, founded in Bloom-
ington, Indiana, strives to support their mem-
bers in “achievement in every field of human
endeavor”. Sigma Pi Phi, also known as the
Boule, was the first Greek-letter fraternity to
be founded by African American men. lIts
membership consists of men with college or
professional degrees who are prominent and
contributing members of their communities.

In addition to his career in the accounting
field, he is and has been actively involved in
civic and community organizations including
the Stadium Board, Goodwill Education Initia-
tives (Indianapolis Met Academy Charter
Schools), Goodwill Industries, Boy Scouts of
America, the Children’s Museum, the United
Way, Circle City Classic, the Mayor's Greater
Indianapolis Progress Committee, Indianapolis
Convention & Visitors Association Board, Indi-
anapolis Metropolitan Career Academy and
Kelley School of Business Dean’s Advisory
Council to name a few. Derrick is a member
ofthe American Institute of CPAs and the Indi-
ana CPA Society. He also served the Indiana
community as Commissioner of the Indiana
State Board of Accountancy and served as
Treasurer for the 2012 Indianapolis Super
Bowl Host Committee.

On behalf of all Hoosiers and as a dear
friend and soccer parent who spent countless
memorable hours over many years with the
Burks family, | wish to extend a heartfelt thank
you to Derrick for his contributions to Indiana
businesses as well as his exemplary service
and leadership to our community. | wish the
very best to Derrick, to his special partner in
life his wife Celeste, and his three amazing
daughters, Channing, Ciersten, and Courtney
in his well-deserved retirement and in the next
exciting chapter of his life.
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H.R. 3003 AND H.R. 3004
HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in opposition to two punitive, anti-immigrant
bills: H.R. 3003, the so-called “No Sanctuary
for Criminals Act,” and H.R. 3004, the so-
called “Kate’s Law.” These cruel and unnec-
essary bills help to convert Donald Trump’s vi-
cious immigration rhetoric into policy that
threatens the safety of our country and our
communities.

H.R. 3003 coerces states and localities to
cooperate with federal immigration enforce-
ment, and bans them from receiving crucial
federal funds if these jurisdictions don’t com-
ply. The bill also expands DHS’s authority to
detain individuals, even allowing them to be
held in detention indefinitely, a provision which
may violate the Fourth Amendment.

H.R. 3004 expands prosecutions for individ-
uals for unauthorized re-entry and attempted
re-entry into the United States. Under this bill,
even asylum seekers and victims of human
trafficking could be prosecuted by the federal
government for simply entering the country. It
would even allow prosecution of individuals
who seek to re-enter the U.S. with legal au-
thorization to do so.

These bills do clear and direct damage to
America’s safety and America’s values. We do
not make America more secure by holding
ransom local law enforcement funds that keep
us safe. We don'’t fight crime by making resi-
dents less likely to report crime. We do not
honor America’s humanitarian history by pros-
ecuting asylum seekers and human trafficking
victims. We do not honor family values by
keeping immigrant families separated. We do
not preserve America’s strength as a thriving
nation of immigrants by encouraging fear of
those who have come to make our nation
stronger. We do not preserve, protect, and de-
fend the U.S. Constitution by letting law en-
forcement flout the Fourth Amendment, or by
detaining individuals indefinitely.

These bills leave American communities
less protected in the face of threats large and
small. These bills insult America’s reputation
as a welcoming beacon for every nation, race,
and faith. We must keep America safe, but we
will not do so by demonizing and persecuting
innocent immigrants. We need a sensible im-
migration policy, not one rooted in fear and
hate. | call on Republicans to join me and my
Democratic colleagues in developing a com-
prehensive immigration reform plan that keeps
our borders secure, addresses the need for
temporary workers, resolves the status of
DREAMers and millions of other undocu-
mented immigrants, and provides a path to
citizenship.

| urge my colleagues to vote no on H.R.
3003 and H.R. 3004.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF ROGER
THOMAS

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise with Con-
gressman JARED HUFFMAN and Congressman
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MIKE THOMPSON to recognize Roger Thomas,
Captain of the Salty Lady, member of the Cali-
fornia Outdoor Hall of Fame, and lifelong ad-
vocate to keep west coast salmon fisheries
alive and sustainable. Many in this chamber,
the California Legislature and multiple agen-
cies have worked with Roger for decades and
are proud to call this honorable and remark-
able man a friend, mentor and colleague. He
is one of the most decent and hard-working
human beings one can know.

Roger's passion for fishing started as a
child. Born in Gilroy, California, he started fish-
ing at an early age for striped bass from the
beaches along Monterey Bay and later for
salmon from a small boat launched at the
Monterey Pier. He was hooked on salmon
fishing and became a regular customer on
charter boats out of San Francisco. Before too
long, one of the captains offered Roger a job
as a deck hand and, as they say, the rest is
history. Roger received his captain’s license in
1968.

While working full-time for the County of
Santa: Clara on housing issues, he ran charter
boats on weekends. At one point he had ac-
quired a fleet of five boats that were run by
several captains. In 1981, he retired from his
government job and dedicated all of his time
and energy to fisheries and ocean conserva-
tion. There hasn’t been a salmon related asso-
ciation or council that Roger hasn’t served on.

Since 1973, he has been the President of
the Golden Gate Fishermen’s Association
which represents charter boats from Fort
Bragg to Monterey and carries some 200,000
anglers each year. He is also the Chairman of
the Board of Directors of the Golden Gate
Salmon Association which represents com-
mercial and recreational fishermen and works
on protecting salmon habitat. For 14 years, he
has served on the Pacific Fisheries Manage-
ment Council which, among other duties, sets
the ocean salmon seasons. Roger is a mem-
ber of the Bay Delta Advisory board, the Win-
ter Run-Captive Broodstock Committee, the
Central Valley Fisheries Coalition, the Marine
Advisory Committee to the Secretary of Com-
merce, the Coastal Resources Foundation, the
Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission,
the National Sea Grant Review Panel and the
Marine Resources Committee.

Roger runs his charters on the Salty Lady
out of Sausalito and Half Moon Bay. He
proudly calls himself a salmon charter oper-
ation, but additionally runs whale watching and
nature trips and has introduced thousands of
children and adults to the magic of marine life.
He has spent more than 10,000 days on the
ocean and you will be hard-pressed to find
someone with deeper knowledge and appre-
ciation for that ecosystem. He also has the gift
of storytelling and a mind that remembers
every detail, including one of his most vivid
ones from his childhood. He saw the last of
the San Joaquin Spring run chinook salmon.
before they went extinct. His uncle took him to
Friant Dam right after it was constructed. The
salmon were stuck at the end of the line im-
posed to divert water to fields in the San Joa-
quin valley. They were "big fish,” Roger says
stretching out his arms, “just big fish.”

Roger is a familiar face in Congress where
he has represented the interests of the charter
boat fleet and the health of west coast salmon
stocks for decades. In the 1980s, he was ap-
pointed by then Vice President George Bush
to the National Sea Grant Review Panel. In
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this role he traveled to ports around the coun-
try and helped decide which projects were
worthy and would be funded.

Roger was instrumental in former Rep-
resentative George Miller's 1992 Central Val-
ley Improvement Act and its eventual pas-
sage. The CVP is a key law to stop environ-
mental harm to salmon and the Bay Delta.
When salmon populations collapsed in 2008
and 2009, Roger worked closely with Rep-
resentative MIKE THOMPSON to provide dis-
aster relief to salmon fishermen.

Roger Thomas’ tireless work has earned
him the respect and adoration of countless
people. With his recent tragic diagnosis of late
stage cancer, it is our intention to express our
appreciation for his outstanding work and last-
ing contributions.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the Members of the
House of Representatives to join us in cele-
brating the life of Roger Thomas who loves
fish, loves the ocean, and above all loves peo-
ple. He has touched many hearts, protected
many livelihoods and has earned the admira-
tion of coastal communities up and down the
western seaboard.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH YEAR AN-
NIVERSARY OF BOY SCOUTS OF
AMERICA TROOP 100 OF THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA

HON. CHRIS COLLINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize the Boy Scouts of America
Troop 100 of the District of Columbia on its
100th anniversary, and for its long history of
heritage and service. As a co-chair of the
Scouting Caucus and a life-long eagle scout,
| am proud to recognize the oldest Troop in
Washington, D.C.

The Boy Scouts of America was founded on
February 8, 1910, here in Washington, D.C.,
when Chicago Publisher Mr. William D. Boyce
and Washington, D.C. Railroad Tycoon Mr.
Colin H. Livingstone filed the papers of incor-
poration. Less than a month later, in March
1910, the first Troop in Washington, D.C.,
Troop |, was formed at the G Street branch of
the Y.M.C.A. On June 15, 1916, the Federal
Charter of the Boy Scouts of America was
signed into law by President Woodrow Wilson.

In the summer of 1917, due to size limita-
tions, Troop | split, with the majority of its
membership forming a new Troop. Subse-
quently, this newly formed Troop was ceremo-
niously given the Troop number of “100” by
the District of Columbia Boy Scout Council,
now known as the National Capital Area
Council.

Over the years, Troop 100 has become the
preeminent Troop in the Council by virtue of
winning almost every special Scout Award
available, including the Service Awards, Drill
Awards, Signaling & Orienteering Awards, the
Evening Star Inspection Trophy, and the cov-
eted Washington Post Advancement Trophy.
Additionally, Troop 100 has a history of dem-
onstrating patriotism and heroism. Members
have earned the War Service Awards for sell-
ing War Bonds, rescued individuals from burn-
ing buildings, and answered the call of duty by
serving in one of the branches of the United
States military.
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Today, the Boy Scouts of America has more
than 2.4 million active members, and 1 million
adult volunteers. The Boy Scouts of America
and Troop 100 continues to prepare young
people to exercise ethical and moral judg-
ments by teaching them the values of the
Scout Oath and Scout Law, and remains faith-
ful to its mission of “patriotism, courage, self-
reliance, and kindred values,” and its goal of
providing ‘“citizenship, service, and leader-
ship.”

Again, | would like to congratulate Wash-
ington, D.C.’s Boy Scouts of America Troop
100 on the occasion of their 100th anniver-
sary, and its over 100 years of service, char-
acter and leadership development, and for in-
stilling the values of the Scout Oath and the
Scout Law in America’s youth.

———

HONORING THE 154TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BATTLE OF GET-
TYSBURG

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today we remem-
ber the Battle of Gettysburg, a clear turning
point in our American history. I'm privileged
and humbled to represent these hallowed
grounds. This weekend, we commemorate the
154th Anniversary of the Battle—one that pit
brother against brother, neighbor against
neighbor, for three days of horrific and abject
combat—not for hatred, but rather unbridled
passion and loyalty to their respective causes;
a loyalty that drove these Soldiers to give, in
President Lincoln’s words, “the last full meas-
ure of devotion.”

Everything our Nation has achieved since
that time—the expansion of freedom and lib-
erty, civil rights, and centuries of human
achievements—was borne of the sacrifice and
struggle of the Soldiers who valiantly fought
this Battle.

Beginning in 1888, Veterans from both sides
of the conflict held reunions in Gettysburg to
celebrate our unity and hopes for the future.
The reunions would culminate with the lighting
of the Eternal Light Peace Memorial in July
1938, the 75th Anniversary of the Battle, and
the final Veteran’s reunion. In the years since,
millions of people from all over the world an-
nually travel to Gettysburg to learn about our
Nation’s “new birth of freedom,” and the Na-
tional Park Service and an array of dedicated
citizens and partners perform the critical work
of inspiring us to learn and appreciate the sig-
nificance of the Gettysburg Campaign, the
Gettysburg Address and the Civil War.

On this 154th Anniversary, may God con-
tinue to bless the brave men and women who
served and sacrificed at the Battle of Gettys-
burg. And may He rededicate us to “...the un-
finished work which they who fought here
have thus far so nobly advanced.”
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF IRELAND’S AMBAS-
SADOR TO THE UNITED STATES
ANNE ANDERSON

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to recognize Ambassador
Anne Anderson, the Irish Ambassador to the
United States, as she retires from her position
in the Irish Department of Foreign Affairs.

Throughout her time in the Irish Department
of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Anderson has
served in assignments of great prestige as
well as been the first woman to represent Ire-
land in all these positions. Her first post was
as Ireland’s Ambassador to the United Nations
(UN) in Geneva in 1995. While there, she
chaired the World Trade Organization (WTO)
Trade Policy Review Body in 1996, followed
by chairing the UN Commission on Human
Rights in 1999. In 2001, she became Ireland’s
Permanent Representative to the European
Union (EU), the first woman from any EU
country to represent their nation in the Euro-
pean Parliament. In 2005, Ambassador Ander-
son became Ireland’s Ambassador to France
before being appointed as Ireland’s Ambas-
sador to the United Nations in New York in
2009. During her time at the UN, Ambassador
Anderson focused on human rights, develop-
ment, and gender equality issues. Further-
more, the Ambassador oversaw a review of
the UN Peace-building machinery and facili-
tated preparations for the 2013 UN Special
Event on the Millennium Development Goals.

On January 15, 2013, Ambassador Ander-
son was appointed as Ireland’s 17th Ambas-
sador to the United States. Throughout her
time in Washington, Ambassador Anderson
has focused on further strengthening Ireland-
U.S. relations in regards to economics, trade,
immigration, and culture. She especially did an
exemplary job with all the U.S. events around
the centenary of the 1916 Rising. Further-
more, Ambassador Anderson has focused on
keeping the U.S. engaged in issues regarding
Northern Ireland. Her engagement with the
Friends of Ireland Caucus throughout her ten-
ure has been critical in our country’s continued
involvement with the entire island of Ireland. In
recognition of her outstanding service, Ambas-
sador Anderson was presented with the Inter-
national Leadership Award by the Ireland
Funds this past March.

Mr. Speaker, as a co-chairman of the
Friends of Ireland Caucus, | have gotten to
know Ambassador Anderson very well as both
a colleague and a friend. Anne has made mo-
mentous strides in strengthening Ireland-U.S.
relations on numerous fronts and has been a
great influence to our country. She will be
greatly missed and | wish her all the best with
her retirement and future endeavors.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF EARLINE
MILES

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Ms. Earline Miles, a beloved
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member of the Fort Worth community and
dear friend, who passed away on June 23,
2017.

Earline Dolores Miles was born on March 2,
1930, in Sherman, Texas, to Henri Jewel and
William Andrew Miles. Earline was the only girl
in a household with four brothers. She at-
tended I.M. Terrell High School and was pre-
sented as an Assembly Debutante in 1948.
After high school, Ms. Miles attended Sam
Houston State University where she pledged
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and was a
member of the Ivy Leaf Club. She then went
on to finish her undergraduate studies at
Huston-Tillotson University, where she grad-
uated Cum Laude with a Bachelor’'s of Arts in
Business Administration in 1952.

In 1971, Earline achieved the great accom-
plishment of becoming the first black female
lawyer in Tarrant County after earning her law
degree from Thurgood Marshall School of Law
at Texas Southern University. She also be-
came the first black attorney to work for
Rattikin Title Company as a Title Researcher.

While Ms. Miles had an extensive profes-
sional career as a lawyer and teacher, most
people remember Earline for her fierce pas-
sion for political activism and civil rights. She
spearheaded countless voter registration
drives and fought hard to ensure that African
Americans had equal opportunities in Tarrant
County and equal representation in the media.

As part of her political career, Earline
worked tirelessly to ensure that African Ameri-
cans were elected to public office. She broke
fundraising records for Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities, and worked on several
campaigns for African American politicians in
Texas.

In addition to being a fierce advocate for
civil rights, Earline was a devoted daughter,
sister, and true friend. She was also just as
much fun as she was known as the “cool
aunt” to her nieces and nephews. Earline is
survived by her goddaughter, two younger
brothers, several nieces and nephews, and a
host of cousins, great nieces and nephews,
extended family members, and friends.

I honor Ms. Earline Miles’s significant impact
on the African American community.

————

RECOGNIZING ALZHEIMER’S AND
BRAIN AWARENESS MONTH

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Alzheimer's and Brain Awareness
Month this June and to honor the over five
million Americans that are currently living with
this disease right now.

Alzheimer’s is a progressive
neurodegenerative brain disorder that disables
the memory of individuals and causes cog-
nitive decline. Of the top ten leading causes of
death in the United States, Alzheimer’s is the
only disease that cannot be prevented, cured,
or even slowed. On top of that, more than 15
million Americans are currently providing un-
paid care for loved ones that suffer from Alz-
heimer’s.

As a nation, we have a duty to serve all
members of our community. We cannot allow
this disease to progress unchecked, which is
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why | ask my fellow Members of Congress to
join me in honoring Alzheimer's and Brain
Awareness Month and ensuring that the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH) has the nec-
essary funding to continue Alzheimers re-
search. When it comes to the health of Ameri-
cans, we cannot afford to take shortcuts.

Though Alzheimer's and Brain Awareness
Month has come to an end, our efforts must
continue. Mr. Speaker, it is with situations like
this that our nation must come together. | am
honored to help raise awareness for this wor-
thy cause and invite my colleagues in Con-
gress to join me on this fight.

————

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
MR. WILLIAM SINKLER

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate the life Mr. William Sinkler, 79, a
dedicated educator who spent his life com-
mitted to serving the children and schools of
Southwest Virginia. William (Bill) Sinkler was
born on October 9, 1937, in Eutawville, South
Carolina and his contributions to his commu-
nity, particularly to young students, are im-
pressive.

Mr. Sinkler was a true Southern gentleman,
dignified, and held in high regards by all of us
who him. As an educator, he set high expecta-
tions for his students and modeled respect
and integrity.

At the time of his retirement, Mr. Sinkler had
spent 40 years as an educator, and was the
first African-American to serve on the Salem
School Board. For his commitment to the
young minds of Lynchburg, Roanoke, and
Salem, Mr. Sinkler received a Virginia General
Assembly Resolution to recognize his devotion
to the students. In the Resolution, he was rec-
ognized for his life motto, “I've got to be me,”
and how he brought his personality and tal-
ents into each endeavor he undertook.

He grew up in South Carolina, graduated
from Morris College in 1960, and then served
in the United States Army. After his service in
the armed forces, Mr. Sinkler studied at Vir-
ginia State College and earned a Master’s De-
gree in Education at University of Virginia. He
taught Math and Science, and served as an
Assistant Principal and a Principal. By the time
of his retirement, Bill was the Vice-Chairman
of the Salem School Board, where he had
served from 1993 to 2009.

| remember Mr. Sinkler's friendship and his
ability to work closely with officials on both
sides of the aisle.

Mr. Sinkler was a very involved member of
the community, for years he served on the
City of Salem’s Fair Housing Board and Plan-
ning Commission, and was an active member
of the Salem Rotary Club, Boule, The Links,
Inc., NAACP, Kappa Delta Pi, and Phi Beta
Sigma. He was also a dedicated member of
the Shiloh Baptist Church, in Salem, Virginia.
There, he served as a member of the Board
of Trustees, and the superintendent of the
church’s Sunday school, as well as teaching
Sunday school classes.

Mr. Sinkler was recognized through numer-
ous awards, such as the Salem Police Depart
Citizen Academy Certificate of Recognition,
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and Roanoke Valley Father of the Year, for
Education.

My thoughts and prayers are with Mr.
Sinkler's wife of 52 years, Marzetta; two sons,
William and Wayne; two grandchildren, Karis
and Mitchell; Sister Mary Q. Sinkler, and nu-
merous extended family, as well as friends
and loved ones.

It is impossible to measure the impact of
such a dedicated educator. Mr. Sinkler’s leg-
acy as an educator will live in the achieve-
ments of all the students who were positively
impacted by his hard work and devotion.

———

SOUTH KOREA’S NEW PRESIDENT,
MOON JAE-IN

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to congratulate South Korean President Moon
Jae-in on his recent election. He will be vis-
iting the U.S. this week and I'd like to be
among the first to extend a hand of welcome.

South Korea is one of the United States’
most critical allies. Not only do our two nations
share a thriving economic partnership, but we
cooperate closely on some of the most impor-
tant security threats facing our world.

South Korea’s neighbor to the North is one
of these threats. Little Kim is no friend to the
United states and he is no friend to the Re-
public of Korea.

| look forward to seeing how President
Moon and the Trump Administration use this
opportunity to deepen our friendship and fur-
ther our economic and security cooperation.
The U.S.-ROK alliance was forged in blood
and continues under our shared commitment
to democratic principles.

Working together, we can combat the forces
of evil in this world.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

HONORING THE CAREER OF
GENERAL DANIEL B. ALLYN

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the retirement of the 35th Vice Chief
of Staff of the Army, General Daniel B. Allyn.
General Allyn’'s work ethic took him to the
highest ranks of the military, serving as Com-
manding General of the United States Army
Forces Command and XVIII Airborne—this in
addition to leading forces on the Korean Pe-
ninsula and the Middle East.

After graduation from the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point, and several
years of military experience, General Allyn at-
tended the United States Naval War College
where he received a Master of Arts degree in
National Security and Strategic Studies. Be-
ginning his career at Fort Bragg, North Caro-
lina, General Allyn was a member of the ven-
erated 82nd Airborne Division.

Deployed on numerous operational assign-
ments all over the globe and through some of
our nation’s toughest times; General Allyn
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stood ready to answer the call to serve our
great nation. Some of his most notable en-
gagements were Operation Urgent Fury in
Grenada during the Korean War, Operation
Desert Storm in Saudi Arabia, Operation
Desert Spring in Kuwait, Operation Iraqi Free-
dom in Iraq, and Operation Enduring Freedom
in Afghanistan. Throughout these operations,
he delivered on the promise to keep America
safe and confront our enemies head on under
the most difficult conditions.

During these deployments, General Allyn re-
ceived numerous medals, including the Distin-
guished Service Medal, Silver Star, Defense
Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit,
Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious Service
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, and Joint
Service Commendation Medal. These stunning
achievements propelled General Allyn to one
of the highest posts in the military, Vice Chief
of Staff of the Army.

Confirmed by the United States Senate on
July 23, 2014; General Allyn served as Vice
Chief of Staff of the Army for nearly three
years. This country cannot repay the debt we
owe to General Allyn; he was truly one-of-a-
kind.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in com-
memorating the retirement of the 35th Vice
Chief of Staff of the Army, General Daniel B.
Allyn.

————

IN HONOR OF THE PINEY WOODS
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
POST 4816

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today |
honor the 50th Anniversary of The Piney
Woods Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4816 in
Porter, Texas.

Since the founding of Post 4816, on May
30, 1967, it has grown from a small unit of just
forty members to a far-reaching organization
of over three-hundred and fifty dedicated, en-
gaged, and inspiring veterans.

For fifty years, this post has been an inte-
gral part of the Porter Community. lts mem-
bers have dedicated their time and resources
to giving back to local veterans and the entire
Porter population. Every year, their fundraising
efforts allow them to contribute over $300,000
to local causes, improving the lives of every-
one in their community. Among the recipients
are local children’s hospitals, community as-
sistance centers, and veterans and military
families in need.

In an effort to encourage community in-
volvement and civil awareness, Post 4816 has
created an awards program that recognizes
outstanding teachers and students who dis-
play academic excellence and patriotism.
Similar awards are reserved to recognize local
law enforcement officers, medical first re-
sponders, and other public servants who show
a clear dedication to improving their commu-
nity.

Post 4816’s commitment to service has
gone far deeper than just public recognitions
and charitable donations. By organizing hos-
pital and home visits to sick and disabled vet-
erans, Post 4816 has left a lasting impact on
the lives of many of our community’s former
service members.
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This support system is just one way that
Post 4816 embodies the mission of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars. By fostering a
comradery amongst the veterans of overseas
conflict, serving the current service members
and veterans in our community, and advo-
cating on behalf of all United States veterans,
the members of Post 4816 have completed
this mission many times over.

It is my honor to join our local veterans, the
citizens of Porter, and the entire Eighth District
of Texas to congratulate the veterans of Post
4816 on their fifty-year anniversary, to recog-
nize their history of public service, and to
thank them for their dedicated work for our
veterans and our community.

IN MEMORY OF BILL SHEALY

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on December 14, 2016, South Carolina lost
an American Hero with the passing of Bill
Shealy. Bill and his brothers have an extraor-
dinary history of military service during World
War Il. Of the seven brothers in the Shealy
family, five served at the Invasion of Nor-
mandy, including Bill.

Bill and his twin brother, Bobby Shealy,
served with the U.S. Navy on the same ship,
the USS Dale W. Peterson. Remarkably, the
USS Dale W. Peterson captured a German
submarine headed to New York and the crew
held the submarine for ten days until relief ar-
rived to transport the submarine and its crew.
During its final deployment to Japan, the
Enola Gay dropped the atomic bomb on Hiro-
shima and the ship was ordered to return to
Pearl Harbor.

| am grateful for the admirable service and
sacrifice of Bill Shealy and his brothers. The
following thoughtful obituary was published in
The State on December 16, 2016:

WEST COLUMBIA—Services for Billy
“Bill” Shealy, 91, will be conducted at 11:00
am, Saturday, December 17, 2016, at Mt.
Hermon Lutheran Church with The Rev. Eric
Friedrichs officiating. Burial will follow in
the church cemetery. Visitation will be from
6 to 8 p.m., Friday, December 16, 2016, at
Barr-Price Funeral Home and Crematorium,
Lexington Chapel. Memorials may be made
to Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church ‘‘Growing
on Holy Ground Fund’, 3011 Leaphart Rd.,
West Columbia, SC 29169. Mr. Shealy died
Wednesday, December 14, 2016.

Born December 2, 1925, in Cayce, SC, he
was a son of the late Thad Shealy and Lizzie
Derrick Shealy. A member of Mt. Hermon
Lutheran Church, the Henri Bishop Sunday
School Class, and Woodmen of the World
Lodge 1276, he had retired from SC Depart-
ment of Mental Health as an electronic tech-
nician. A US Navy and WWII veteran, he was
in the Normandy invasion along with four of
his brothers.

Survivors include his daughter Renee Cole-
man-Greenbaum (Dave); son Edwin Shealy;
grandchildren; Amanda Robinette (Eddie),
Russell Coleman (Brandy); great grand-
children Alex and Parker Greer; Zeke Cole-
man; brother Joe Shealy (Margie); along
with many nieces and nephews whom he
loved dearly. In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by his wife, Doris
Risinger Shealy, brothers Ryan Shealy, Car-
roll Shealy, Muller ‘“‘Mutt” Shealy, Charles
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““Chick” Shealy, Bobby Shealy;
Fredia Keisler, and Vanna Royalty.

sisters

TRIBUTE TO CHERYL DEATLEY

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to someone who has spent her career
making a difference in the lives of children
across Maryland and the National Capital re-
gion. I've known Cheryl DeAtley for many
years and seen her passion and commitment
to early childhood education up close. Cheryl
started as a coordinator for Charles County’s
Judith P. Hoyer Early Child Care and Family
Education Center, named in honor of my late
wife, who dedicated her career to early child-
hood education and achievement as well.
Since 2007, she has been at the Maryland
State Department of Education, overseeing
the entire network of Judy Centers, as they
are known.

In leading the Judy Centers, Cheryl has pre-
sided over a period of rapid expansion. Under
her guidance, the number of Judy Centers has
more than doubled, growing from twenty-four
locations in 2007 to fifty-one today. They
serve more than 18,000 children across our
state, helping to close the achievement gap
for those entering elementary school by ensur-
ing they and their families have access to a
range of beneficial services. These include
early education, medical and dental
screenings, family literacy courses, and early
intervention for children with special needs.
For parents, adult education takes place on-
site as well. Judy Centers are a one-stop-shop
for low-income families to prepare their chil-
dren to enter school ready to learn and grow
alongside their peers.

Cheryl DeAtley has been critical to the pro-
gram’s success. Tirelessly, she’s written grant
proposals, overseen program finances, advo-
cated before state and federal agencies, and
publicized the merits of the Judy Centers in
support of expanding the full-service, commu-
nity school model around the country. Particu-
larly, she’s been instrumental in creating pub-
lic-private partnerships, such as with the Balti-
more Community Foundation, to sponsor new
Judy Centers. Cheryl has made a point of vis-
iting every single Judy Center annually. I've
worked closely with her to ensure that Judy
Centers and the Maryland children and fami-
lies they serve have the resources they need.
Sadly for the program, Cheryl will be leaving
next month to become a Program Manager at
the non-profit Center for Children for its
Healthy Families Southern Maryland Program,
serving Charles and St. Mary’s counties.
Thankfully, this means Maryland families will
continue to benefit from Cheryl’s talent and
experience.

Earlier in her career, before a stint in the
private sector with a company operating after-
school programs, Cheryl served for seven
years with the U.S. General Services Adminis-
tration (GSA). There, she oversaw the GSA’s
child care program for the entire National Cap-
ital Region, supervising a network of twenty-
six child care centers serving federal employ-
ees. For her last two years at GSA, Cheryl
held the position of Child Care Policy Advisor
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to the Associate Administrator for Child Care,
bringing her depth and breadth of experience
to the shaping of nation-wide federal child
care policies. Cheryl holds a bachelor's de-
gree in Management Studies from the Univer-
sity of Maryland University College and a mas-
ter's degree in Early Childhood Human Devel-
opment from the University of Maryland Col-
lege Park.

| want to thank Cheryl for her outstanding
contributions to early childhood education and
to furthering the full-service, community school
model in Maryland. It's been a real pleasure
working with her over the years to enhance
the work of the Judy Centers, and | look for-
ward to working with Cheryl in her new capac-
ity to advance the cause of early childhood
health and wellness in Maryland’'s Fifth Dis-
trict. | hope my colleagues will join me in con-
gratulating Cheryl DeAtley on all she has
achieved in service to Maryland and wish her
well in her next endeavors.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE
FERNANDES FAMILY

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Fernandes Family on being
nominated the 2017 Kings County Dairy Fam-
ily of the Year.

The Fernandes Family legacy began when
Adao Fernandes immigrated from the Terceira
Island of the Portuguese Azores to Tulare,
California, in 1977 with dreams of owning a
dairy. Once in the United States, Adao worked
as a herdsman for Phillipe Ribeiro and Sons,
a dairy in Tulare. In 1979, Adao met his wife,
Maria Osvalda Avila, who also immigrated
from the Azores at a young age, at the Tulare
County Fair. The couple married on June 21,
1981 in Tulare at Saint Aloysius Catholic
Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Fernandes spent the next
nineteen years in Tulare, while Adao contin-
ued to work at Phillipe Ribeiro and Sons dairy.
In this time, the couple raised three children,
Adam, Osvaldo, and Mark. Their eldest son,
Adam Fernandes, was born on April 21, 1983.
Adam and his wife, Christen, have two boys,
Adam and John, and own a local small busi-
ness, Lost Sock Laundromat. Osvaldo “Ozzie”
Fernandes and his wife Katie have two chil-
dren, Carsyn and Ella. Ozzie, recently made
partner, works with his father on the dairy as
a partner in the family business. The
Fernandes’ youngest son, Mark, resides in
Hanford, California, and is an employee for
the County of Kings.

In 1990, Adao Fernandes partnered with his
brother in law, Arnold Avila. With the help of
the Valadao Family, the partners established
the Avila and Fernandes Dairy consisting of
four hundred and fifty cows. In 1999, Adao
and Arnold ended their partnership to each
manage their own dairy, and Adao’s operation
became known as the Fernandes Dairy. Adao
Fernandes expanded his dairy to host approxi-
mately 1,300 cows. In 2016, Fernandes Dairy
received the Dairy Herd Improvement Associa-
tion Lifetime Milk Award.

This year, the Fernandes Family is being
honored as the 2017 Kings County Dairy Cou-
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ple of the Year at the Kings County June
Dairy Month Committee Dinner in Hanford,
California. This award is given to prominent
dairy families in the community. The
Fernandes Family upholds the principles, re-
sponsibility, and dedication this award stands
for by successfully representing the dairy in-
dustry.

Mr. Speaker, today | ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the Fernandes Family
for their influence in the dairy industry, and
congratulating them on being Kings County
Dairy Family of the Year.

———

GAGGING THE LAWYERS: CHINA’S
CRACKDOWN ON HUMAN RIGHTS
LAWYERS AND ITS IMPLICA-
TIONS FOR U.S.-CHINA RELA-
TIONS

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, | made the following remarks at the
hearing held by the Congressional-Executive
Commission on China which | co-chair with
Senator MARCO RuBIO regarding China’s
crackdown on human rights lawyers:

Chinese officials repeatedly tell me | should
focus more on the positive aspects of China
and not dwell so much on the negative.

That is an extremely difficult task when you
read the horrifying and sadistic accounts of
torture and enforced disappearances experi-
enced by lawyers and rights advocates.

It is hard to be positive when you con-
template Liu Xiaobo’s cancer diagnosis and
the fact that China effectively silenced its most
brilliant democracy advocate.

The empty chair at Oslo speaks volumes
about the Communist Party’s abiding fear that
freedom will upend the power of the privileged
few when they should be seeing liberty as a
path to greater peace and prosperity.

At a hearing last month in the Sub-
committee on Global Human Rights in the
House Foreign Affairs Committee, | heard tes-
timony from the wives of five detained or dis-
appeared human rights lawyers. These coura-
geous women have become effective advo-
cates from their husbands and for all those
detained in the “709” crackdown.

They described in horrifying detail the phys-
ical, mental, and psychological torture experi-
enced by their husbands, including marathon
interrogation sessions, sleep deprivation, beat-
ings, crippling leg torture, and prolonged sub-
mersion in water.

Many of their husbands also were forced to
take alarming quantities of drugs including
tranquilizers, barbiturates, antipsychotic drugs,
and other unknown substances daily.

What they described was shocking, offen-
sive, immoral, and inhumane. It is also pos-
sible that Chinese officials believe the inter-
national community will not hold them ac-
countable.

After the hearing, | wrote to the heads of the
American Medical Association, the American
Psychological Association, the World Health
Organization, as well as to Secretary of State
Tillerson and Ambassador Nikki Haley.

| have asked for condemnation of the prac-
tice of torture and medical experimentation on
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prisoners of conscience. | have also asked for
investigations so that serious questions will be
asked of the Chinese government.

Finally, 1 have asked for accountability. |
have urged Secretary Tillerson to start inves-
tigations under the Global Magnitsky Act, a bill
that | lead on the House side last year, so that
any Chinese government officials complicit in
torture should never be allowed to benefit from
entry to the U.S. or access to our financial
system.

The issues of torture and ‘“residential sur-
veillance in a designated location”—effectively
enforced disappearances—will be priorities of
mine and of this Commission moving forward.
| believe these are issues where diverse and
multi-level coalitions can be built to raise
issues with the Chinese government.

| would also like to do more to prioritize the
protection of human rights lawyers and their
families.

At the hearing last month | heard the phrase
“The War on Law” used to describe the sys-
tematic effort to eviscerate the network of
human rights lawyers.

That phrase struck me because, though the
number of human rights lawyers in China is
small, what they stand for was nothing less
than the rule of law for everyone—particularly
those persecuted or aggrieved by the Com-
munist Party.

They stand for the right of everyone in
China—religious believers, ethnic minority, pe-
titioners, labor activists, or victim of corruption
or a barbaric population control policies—to
have a fair hearing, due process, and a justice
that is not politicized.

The Communist Party sees this as a dan-
gerous idea. It means that they should be ac-
countable to the people—to hundreds of mil-
lions of people in fact seeking redress for per-
secution and Party corruption.

Xi Jinping is feted in Davos for his commit-
ments to openness and the rule of law, but it
is rule of law for the few and privileged and
rule by law for the rest.

The failure to implement the rule of law, to
favor a type of lawlessness in the pursuit of
keeping the Communist Party in power, has
serious and lasting implications for U.S.-China
relations.

We must recognize, after the failure of two
and a half decades of the engagement poli-
cies, that China’s domestic repression drives
its external aggression, its mercantilist trade
policies, and its unimaginable decisions to
keep propping up a murderous North Korean
regime.

| know the Chinese government wants me
to focus on positive things. | think one positive
development here is that the spouses (and
families) of rights advocates and lawyers have
given Beijing a rightly deserved headache.
They have refused to be silent about their
spouse’s detentions or disappearances and
have used the Internet and media to get out
their message.

This trend is something new, something dif-
ferent, something we need to honor because
they are under great pressure to be silent—
through intimidation, harassment, and deten-
tion.

| want to say to our witness Chongyu
(CHONG-YOU) that we appreciate your testi-
mony here today and the fact that you are
speaking out on behalf of your father. We
want you to know that this Commission is an
advocate for you, your family, and your father.
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If you or your family face reprisals because
of your testimony here today, the Congress
will take it as a personal affront to the work of
this body.

| know your petition has gathered 94,000
signatures, please make sure that my name is
94,001.

The one thing that gives me hope is that the
people of China long for liberty, justice and
opportunity.

The need for principled and consistent
American leadership is more important than
ever, as China’s growing economic power,
and persistent diplomatic efforts, have suc-
ceeded in dampening global criticism of its es-
calating repression and failures to adhere to
universal standards.

The U.S. must be a beacon of liberty and a
champion of individual rights and freedoms.
The U.S. must also continue to be a voice for
those silenced, jailed, or repressed in China.

We cannot . . . will not . . . forget those in
China bravely seeking liberty and justice and
the unalienable rights we all share. Like Chi-
na’s human rights lawyers—and like Liu
Xiaobo—those who bravely seek peaceful
change in China.

It is their stand for liberty, human rights, and
the rule of law that remain the best hope for
a peaceful and prosperous future for the U.S.
and China.

RECOGNIZING MACKENZIE GORE
AS 2016-17 GATORADE NORTH
CAROLINA BASEBALL PLAYER
OF THE YEAR

HON. DAVID ROUZER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I'm proud to say
that North Carolina is home to many great stu-
dent athletes that serve as community role
models.

One prime example is MacKenzie Gore who
graduated from Whiteville High School this
month and has been named the 2017
Gatorade North Carolina Baseball Player of
the Year. And, not only that, he was just re-
cently selected 3rd overall in the Major
League Baseball draft by the San Diego Pa-
dres!

MacKenzie not only demonstrates athletic
excellence, but also exemplary character and
work ethic—the two primary traits necessary
for great success. Very few have achieved as
much as early in life, and it's the culmination
of years of hard work and commitment.

As with all who earn success, MacKenzie is
blessed to have a big decision to make: go
pro and play for the Padres or head to East
Carolina University to play for the Pirates.
Whatever MacKenzie decides, we are all
proud of him and wish him the very best.

————

CELEBRATING IMMIGRANT
HERITAGE MONTH

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
in recognition of Immigrant Heritage Month.
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The month of June is a time for us to cele-
brate the people that have come to the United
States to make a better life for themselves
and their families. These individuals have
come from all over the globe and play an inte-
gral part in the development of our country.

Since its founding, America has been a na-
tion of immigrants. It is important that we ac-
knowledge their contributions to our commu-
nities and remember that it was the goals and
dreams of immigrants that formed our great
nation. | am honored to represent Central
Washington, where our culture and economy
are deeply enriched by our immigrant neigh-
bors and friends.

Please join me in honoring Immigrant Herit-
age Month, as | continue to work to ensure
opportunity and prosperity for immigrants in
my district and across the country.

H. CON. RES. 67—LIU XIAOBO

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of this legislation, Mr. Speaker,
and urge the House to pass this resolution.
We need to signal the Congress’s unanimous
support for Liu Xiaobo, and his wife Liu Xia, in
this time of need.

The news of Liu Xiaobo diagnosis with ter-
minal liver cancer was a jarring shock to ev-
eryone who admires this champion of freedom
and democracy.

Unfortunately, | have heard talk that the
world has forgotten Liu Xiaobo. The Chinese
state media says he is irrelevant.

We must never forget this Vaclav Havel of
China because his efforts to bring human
rights and political reforms are so critical to
the future of of U.S.-China relations.

We must never forget his enduring contribu-
tions—whether during the Tiananmen Mas-
sacre where he helped save the lives of many
students or with Charter 08—the treatise urg-
ing political and legal reforms in China based
on constitutional principles.

For the past seven years, Members of Con-
gress have repeatedly called on China to re-
lease unconditionally Liu Xiaobo and Liu Xia.

Today, we similarly ask that the Chinese
government end this absurdity and its unjust
and lawless treatment of these noble citi-
zens—release them, allow them to freely meet
with friends and family, and allow them to
seek urgent medical care wherever they de-
sire.

In February 2010, | led a bipartisan group of
lawmakers in nominating Liu Xiaobo for the
Nobel Peace Prize, at the same time nomi-
nating two other persecuted human rights ad-
vocates, Chen Guangcheng and Gao
Zhisheng, to be joint recipients of that most
prestigious award.

The Nobel Committee rightly awarded the
Peace Prize to Liu Xiaobo for his “long and
non-violent struggle for fundamental human
rights in China.” | attended the Oslo ceremony
at the invitation of the family—along with
Leader PELOSI.

It was a moving ceremony; the now famous
empty chair spoke volumes about the Chinese
Communist Party’s abiding fear that human
rights and democracy will undermine its
power.
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| will always remember the moving words of
Liu Xiaobo’s speech that day:

“Freedom of expression is the foundation of
human rights, the source of humanity, and the
mother of truth. To strangle freedom of speech
is to trample on human rights, stifle humanity,
and suppress truth.”

Chinese authorities have gone to great
lengths to stifle Liu Xiaobo’s ability to speak
truth to power. In 2009, Liu was given 11
years in prison for “inciting subversion of state
power.”

His wife Liu Xia was also detained in de
facto form “house arrest” since 2010. Liu Xia
also is in urgent need of medical care having
been hospitalized for a heart condition. Over
the past year, authorities have allowed her to
visit her husband only on a very few occa-
sions.

According to Chinese authorities, Liu’s con-
viction was based on Charter 08, a treatise
signed by over 300 intellectuals and activists.
That document states that freedom, equality,
and human rights are universal values of hu-
mankind, and that democracy and constitu-
tional government are the fundamental frame-
work for protecting these values.
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Sadly, Liu Xiaobo and Liu Xia are not alone
in facing unjust repression. As of September
2017, the Congressional-Executive Commis-
sion on China” (CECC) Political Prisoner
Database, perhaps the most complete data-
base of its kind in the world, contains informa-
tion on 1,400 cases of known political or reli-
gious prisoners.

According to CECC’s Annual Report, the
government of President Xi Jinping has en-
gaged in an extraordinary assault on the rule
of law, human rights, ethnic minority groups,
and civil society in recent years.

Under Xi’s leadership, the Chinese govern-
ment has pushed through new laws and draft-
ed legislation that would legitimize political, re-
ligious, and ethnic repression, further curtail
civil liberties, and expand censorship of the
Internet.

It is tempting to be pessimistic about Chi-
na’s future and the future of U.S.-China rela-
tions. | am not pessimistic, despite the cir-
cumstance we consider here today. Constant
repression has not dimmed the desires of the
Chinese people for freedom and reform. | at-
tribute this fact, in part, to Liu Xiaobo’s ideas
and example.
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Nevertheless, the U.S. cannot be morally
neutral or silent in the face of the Chinese
government’s repression of fundamental free-
doms. We must show leadership and resolve
because only the U.S. has the power and
prestige to stand up to China’s intransigence.

The U.S. must not shy away from meeting
with China’s other Nobel Laureate the Dalai
Lama or other dissidents. We must use Con-
gressionally-authorized sanctions to hold Chi-
nese officials accountable for torture and
gross abuses. We must connect Internet and
press freedoms as both economic and human
rights priorities. And we must demand, repeat-
edly and clearly, that the unconditional release
of political prisoners is in the interest of better
U.S.-China relations.

| believe that someday China will be free.
Someday, the people of China will be able to
enjoy all of their God-given rights. And a na-
tion of free Chinese men and women will
honor and celebrate. Liu Xiaobo as a hero. He
will be honored along with all others like him
who have sacrificed so much, and so long, for
freedom.
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