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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. COLLINS of Georgia).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 14, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DouG COL-
LINS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian E.
Pate, one of his secretaries.

———

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary b, 2016, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———

MEMORIALIZING CHELSEY JEAN
HOOD RUSSELL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. COFFMAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to memorialize the tragic pass-
ing of Chelsey Jean Hood Russell of
Denver, Colorado.

Throughout her life, Chelsey dis-
played extraordinary strength. She
gave birth to her daughter 3 days be-
fore acing the Colorado bar exam. Her
lifelong goal was to run a marathon in
every State. Last summer, she ran a
100-mile race at elevations of over 9,200
feet near Leadville, Colorado.

Chelsey was a loving mother to her
two children. Leading by example, she
taught her children a love for outdoor
adventures, a commitment to hard
work, the importance of family and
friendship, and a strong sense of pas-
sion, fearlessness, and a love of life.

Chelsey’s life was cut short when she
displayed the ultimate act of motherly
love. At the end of a family vacation
on Lake Powell in August, she suffered
an acute cardiac event while rescuing
her son from drowning.

Chelsey is survived by her mother,
Trisha; her brother, Cayman; her chil-
dren, Hayden and Harvey; and count-
less friends and family members who
loved her dearly.

Mr. Speaker, Chelsey lived fully and
died courageously. We can all learn
from the passionate example she set in
her 35 years.

———
OSCAR LOPEZ RIVERA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, Oscar
Lopez Rivera is the last Puerto Rican
political prisoner still held in Federal
custody, now for more than 35 years.
He never killed anyone and wasn’t
charged with killing anyone, but he is
still in jail.

The man who shot President Reagan,
John Hinckley, Jr., is no longer being
held. Other high-profile offenders get
clemency and have their sentences re-
duced.

All of us have seen in the past
months that the Obama administration
commuted the sentences of hundreds of

nonviolent drug offenders. Most of us
have applauded that decision, and
Oscar Lopez Rivera is still in jail for 35
years—35 years.

No matter what party or faction or
class or race or walk of life you are
from in Puerto Rico or in the Puerto
Rican communities all over the United
States, you know about Oscar Lopez
Rivera and what he symbolizes for the
Puerto Rican people. He is our elder
statesman, our Nelson Mandela, our
pride, and our sense of nationhood.

We all cheered for Monica Puig at the
Olympics and heard our national an-
them played for the very first time.
Yet there is a piece missing from our
national identity, a piece missing from
our souls because Oscar Lopez may be
forgotten and may die in jail.

It is with deep sadness that I say that
it is looking more and more like there
is no meaningful review of his case
going on at the Justice Department or
at the White House or anywhere else.

I met with President Obama on June
8 in his office, and I took the oppor-
tunity to ask him about the case of
Oscar Lopez Rivera. Lin-Manuel Mi-
randa said that Oscar’s case was on the
President’s desk when they met, and
everyone in Puerto Rico relaxed. But
the President told me: No, his case is
not on my desk. You need to talk to
McDonough, my Chief of Staff. I did
that at 3 that afternoon. He said: I
don’t know anything about the case,
but the Deputy Attorney General will
meet with you and discuss the case.

I tried and tried and tried to get the
information from her about where the
case stood and how the process of clem-
ency works under the Obama adminis-
tration. Well, 10 weeks later—yes, 10
weeks later—I heard from the DOJ’s
assistant to the assistant’s assistant in
legislative affairs, and he said: I don’t
know anything about Oscar’s case. He
went on to say that Deputy Attorney
General Yates will not meet with me or
anyone else. The reason is they only
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