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September 13, 2016
SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 553—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ON THE CHALLENGES
THE CONFLICT IN SYRIA POSES
TO LONG-TERM STABILITY AND
PROSPERITY IN LEBANON

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr.
PERDUE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 553

Whereas the stability of Lebanon, a plural-
istic democracy in the Middle East, is in the
interests of the United States and United
States allies in the region;

Whereas the United States has provided
more than $2,000,000,000 in assistance to Leb-
anon in the past decade, including training
and equipment for the Lebanese Armed
Forces (LAF);

Whereas the conflict in Syria threatens
stability in Lebanon as a result of violent at-
tacks against Lebanese citizens perpetrated
by combatants active in Syria, as well as a
massive influx of refugees fleeing the con-
flict;

Whereas the United States has contributed
more than $5,500,000,000 in humanitarian as-
sistance for victims of the conflict in Syria,
including for refugees in Lebanon;

Whereas the people of L.ebanon have shown
great generosity in welcoming more than
1,000,000 refugees from Syria, a refugee popu-
lation equal to % of its native population;

Whereas Lebanon is hosting more refugees
proportionally than any nation in the world;

Whereas the refugee crisis has challenged
Lebanon’s economy, which faces a national
debt that is approximately 140 percent of
gross domestic product and underperforming
economic growth;

Whereas the LAF have been called into di-
rect conflict with the Islamic State in Iraqg
and al-Sham (ISIS) as a result of attacks
carried out by the terrorist group in Leb-
anon;

Whereas the Syrian conflict has placed ad-
ditional strains on the Government of Leb-
anon as it continues to confront political
deadlock that has kept the presidency va-
cant for more than two years;

Whereas the unique political constitution
of Lebanon hinges on that nation’s distinct
demographic and social equilibrium;

Whereas the prolongation of the Syrian
conflict has the potential to upset the pre-
carious social and political balance in Leb-
anon;

Whereas the constitution of Lebanon is
further undermined by undue foreign influ-
ence, particularly by the Islamic Republic of
Iran through its terrorist proxy Hizbollah;

Whereas the United Nations Security
Council passed Resolution 1701 in 2006, which
calls for the disarmament of all armed
groups in Lebanon and stresses the impor-
tance of full control over Lebanon by the
Government of Lebanon; and

Whereas Hizbollah continues to violate
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1701, including by replenishing its stock of
rockets and missiles in South Lebanon: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the importance of bilateral
United States assistance to the Government
of Lebanon in building its capacity to pro-
vide services and security for Lebanese citi-
zens and curbing the influence of Hizbollah;

(2) encourages continued coordination be-
tween the Department of State, the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
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and humanitarian organizations to ensure
that refugees from the conflict in Syria, in-
cluding those in Lebanon, are supported in
such a way as to mitigate any potentially
adverse effect on their host countries;

(3) recognizes that it is in the interests of
the United States to seek a negotiated end
to the conflict in Syria that includes the ul-
timate departure of Bashar al-Assad, which
would allow for the eventual return of the
millions of Syrian refugees in Lebanon, Jor-
dan, Turkey, and other countries around the
world;

(4) supports full implementation of United
Nations Security Council Resolution 1701;
and

(5) recognizes the LAF as the sole institu-
tion entrusted with the defense of Lebanon’s
sovereignty and supports United States part-
nerships with the LAF, particularly through
the global coalition to defeat the terrorist
group ISIS.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION  554—HON-
ORING THE LIFE OF JACOB
WETTERLING AND THE EFFORTS
OF PATTY WETTERLING AND
THE WETTERLING FAMILY TO
FIND ABDUCTED CHILDREN AND
SUPPORT THEIR FAMILIES

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and Mr.
FRANKEN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 5564

Whereas Patty and Jerry Wetterling faced
the unimaginable tragedy of having their 11-
year-old son, Jacob Wetterling, abducted
near their home in Stearns County, Min-
nesota, on October 22, 1989;

Whereas Jacob Wetterling was taken at
gunpoint and his disappearance remained un-
solved for nearly 27 years;

Whereas Jacob Wetterling’s body was not
recovered until September of 2016;

Whereas Patty Wetterling bravely turned
her grief into action and devoted her life to
advocating for missing and exploited chil-
dren;

Whereas Patty Wetterling has become a
nationally recognized educator on child ab-
duction and the sexual exploitation of chil-
dren;

Whereas Patty Wetterling serves on the
Board of Directors of the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children;

Whereas Patty Wetterling and her husband
co-founded the Jacob Wetterling Resource
Center to educate communities about child
safety issues to prevent child exploitation
and abductions;

Whereas Patty Wetterling authored the
publication “When Your Child is Missing: A
Family Survival Guide’’, along with 4 other
families;

Whereas Patty Wetterling served for more
than 7 years as Director of Sexual Violence
Prevention for the Minnesota Department of
Health;

Whereas the Star Tribune selected Patty
Wetterling as one of the 100 Most Influen-
tial Minnesotans of the Century’’;

Whereas Patty Wetterling’s efforts led to
the passage of the Jacob Wetterling Crimes
Against Children and Sexually Violent Of-
fender Registration Act (Public Law 103-322;
108 Stat. 2038), a Federal law that requires
States to implement a sex offender and
crimes against children registry; and

Whereas Jacob Wetterling’s memory lives
on through the efforts of the Wetterling fam-
ily: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate honors—

(1) the life of Jacob Wetterling; and
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(2) the efforts of Patty Wetterling and the
Wetterling family to prevent child exploi-
tation and abductions across the United
States.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION  555—CON-
GRATULATING THE OPTICAL SO-
CIETY ON ITS 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation:

S. RES. 555

Whereas the Optical Society is the leading
professional association in optics and
photonics, supporting research and collabo-
ration in the science of light;

Whereas the Optical Society was founded
in 1916 in Rochester, New York, as the re-
search catalyst for the science of light and
has since become the leading voice for ad-
vancing the study and application of optics
and photonics;

Whereas, today, the Optical Society con-
nects 270,000 scientists, students, engineers,
and business leaders in 177 countries around
the world;

Whereas, over the course of the 100-year
history of the Optical Society, 3¢ members of
the society have been awarded the Nobel
Prize in Physics, Chemistry, or Physiology
or Medicine;

Whereas optics and photonics is the
science of light, serving as the backbone for
modern national security applications, in-
dustrial controls, telecommunications, ad-
vanced manufacturing, health care, and con-
sumer and business products;

Whereas a 2012 National Research Council
study, entitled ‘‘Optics and Photonics: Es-
sential Technologies for our Nation”, out-
lined the utility of optics and photonics and
their role in facilitating economic growth,
recognizing their extraordinary impact on
communications, information processing and
data storage, defense and national security,
energy, health and medicine, advanced man-
ufacturing, and strategic materials;

Whereas the United States Government
has recognized the importance of photonics,
the contributions of photonics to economic
development, and the benefits of public-pri-
vate partnerships by recently announcing a
consortium working with the Department of
Defense known as the American Institute for
Manufacturing Integrated Photonics; and

Whereas optics and photonics create more
than $3,000,000,000,000 in revenue annually in
the United States and support more than
7,400,000 jobs: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Optical Society on its
100th anniversary;

(2) reaffirms the critical role that optics
and photonics have played over the last 100
years and continue to play in the economy of
the United States and the lives of the people
of the United States; and

(3) recognizes the importance of continued

investment in fundamental optics and
photonics research.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION 556—EX-

PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF THE WEEK OF
SEPTEMBER 12 THROUGH SEP-

TEMBER 16, 2016, AS ‘“NATIONAL
FAMILY SERVICE LEARNING
WEEK”’

Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. PETERS, and
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Ms. MIKULSKI) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 556

Whereas family service learning is a meth-
od under which children and families learn
and solve problems together in a multi-
generational approach with active participa-
tion in thoughtfully organized service that—

(1) is conducted in and meets the needs of
their communities;

(2) is focused on children and families solv-
ing community issues together;

(3) applies college and career readiness
skills for children and relevant workforce
training skills for adults; and

(4) is coordinated between the community
and an elementary school, secondary school,
institution of higher education, or family
community service program;

Whereas family service learning—

(1) is multi-generational learning that in-
volves parents, children, caregivers, and ex-
tended family members in shared learning
experiences in physical and digital environ-
ments;

(2) is integrated into and enhances the aca-
demic achievement of the children or the
educational components of a family service
program in which the families may be en-
rolled; and

(3) encompasses skills, such as investiga-
tion, planning and preparation, action, re-
flection, demonstration of results, and sus-
tainability;

Whereas family service learning has been
shown to have positive 2-generational effects
and encourages families to invest in their
communities to improve economic and soci-
etal well-being;

Whereas, through family service learning,
children and families are offered the oppor-
tunity to solve community issues and learn
together, thereby enabling the development
of life and career skills, such as flexibility
and adaptability, initiative and self-direc-
tion, social and cross-cultural skills, produc-
tivity and accountability, and leadership and
responsibility;

Whereas family service learning activities
provide opportunities for families to improve
essential skills, such as organization, re-
search, planning, reading and writing, tech-
nology, teamwork, and sharing;

Whereas families participating together in
service are afforded quality time learning
about their communities;

Whereas adults engaged in family service
learning serve as positive role models for
their children;

Whereas family service learning projects
enable families to build substantive connec-
tions with their communities, develop a
stronger sense of self-worth, experience a re-
duction in social isolation, and improve par-
enting skills;

Whereas family service learning has added
benefits for English language learners by
helping individuals and families to—

(1) feel more connected with their commu-
nities; and

(2) practice language skills;

Whereas family service learning is particu-
larly important for at-risk families because
it—

(1) provides opportunities for leadership
and civic engagement; and

(2) helps build the capacity to advocate for
the needs of children and families; and

Whereas the value that parents place on
civic engagement and relationships within
the community has been shown to transfer
to the child who, in turn, replicates values,
such as responsibility, empathy, and caring
for others: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
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(1) supports the designation of the week of
September 12 through September 16, 2016, as
‘““National Family Service Learning Week”
to raise public awareness about the impor-
tance of family service learning, family lit-
eracy, community service, and 2-
generational learning experiences;

(2) encourages people across the United
States to support family service learning and
community development programs;

(3) recognizes the importance that family
service learning plays in cultivating family
literacy, civic engagement, and community
investment; and

(4) calls upon public, private, and nonprofit
entities to support family service learning
opportunities to aid in the advancement of
families.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 557—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2016 AS

‘“SCHOOL BUS SAFETY MONTH”

Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr.
BOOKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 557

Whereas approximately 480,000 public and
private school buses carry 26,000,000 children
to and from school every weekday in the
United States;

Whereas America’s 480,000 public and pri-
vate school buses comprise the largest mass
transportation fleet in the Nation;

Whereas during the school year, school
buses make more than 55,000,000 passenger
trips daily and students ride these school
buses 10,000,000,000 times per year as the Na-
tion’s fleet travels over 5,600,000,000 miles per
school year;

Whereas in an average year, about 25
school children are killed in school bus acci-
dents, with one-third of these children
struck by their own school buses in loading/
unloading zones, one-third struck by motor-
ists who fail to stop for school buses, and
one-third killed as they approach or depart a
school bus stop;

Whereas The Child Safety Network, cele-
brating 28 years of national public service,
has collaborated with the National PTA and
the school bus industry to create public serv-
ice announcements to reduce distracted driv-
ing near school buses, increase ridership, and
provide free resources to school districts in
order to increase driver safety training, pro-
vide free technology for tracking school
buses, reduce on-board bullying, and educate
students; and

Whereas the adoption of School Bus Safety
Month will allow broadcast and digital
media and social networking industries to
make commitments to disseminate public
service announcements designed to save chil-
dren’s lives by making motorists aware of
school bus safety issues: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 2016 as ‘“‘School Bus Safety Month™.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  558—HON-
ORING THE MEMORY AND LEG-
ACY OF THE 12 LOUISIANA CITI-
ZENS AND 1 TEXAS CITIZEN WHO
LOST THEIR LIVES DUE TO THE
TRAGIC FLOODING IN THE
STATE OF LOUISIANA IN AU-
GUST 2016
Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr. VIT-

TER, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRUZ, and Mr.

LANKFORD) submitted the following

resolution; which was considered and

agreed to:

September 13, 2016

S. RES. 558

Whereas, during mid-August 2016, a his-
toric flood swept through the southern part
of the State of Louisiana, taking the lives of
13 people, damaging over 130,000 homes, dis-
placing thousands of families, and causing
over $8,700,000,000 of material damages;

Whereas William Mayfield, 67, of Zachary,
Louisiana, perished on August 12, 2016;

Whereas Linda Coco Bishop, 63, perished on
August 14, 2016;

Whereas Brett Broussard, 55, of Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, perished on August 15,
2016;

Whereas William F. “Bill”’ Borne, 58, of
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, perished on August
16, 2016;

Whereas Richard James Jr., 57, of Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, perished on August 15,
2016;

Whereas Samuel Muse, 54, of Greensburg,
Louisiana, perished on August 13, 2016;

Whereas Kenneth Slocum, 59, of
Tangipahoa Village, Louisiana, perished on
August 14, 2016;

Whereas Earrol Lewis, 49, of Houston,
Texas, perished on August 15, 2016;

Whereas Stacy Ruffin, 44, of Roseland,
Louisiana, perished on August 13, 2016;

Whereas Alexandra ‘‘Ally” Budde, 20, of
Hammond, Louisiana, perished on August 14,
2016;

Whereas Ordatha Hoggatt, 57, of Leesville,
Louisiana, perished on August 14, 2016;

Whereas an unnamed woman, 93, of
Denham Springs, Louisiana, perished on Au-
gust 17, 2016;

Whereas an unidentified man of Denham
Springs, Louisiana, perished on August 17,
2016; and

Whereas the people of the United States
stand united with the people of Louisiana
and the families of the victims—

(1) to support all individuals affected; and

(2) to pray for healing and restoration:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors the memory and legacy of the 12
Louisiana citizens and 1 Texas citizen who
lost their lives in the August 2016 flooding;

(2) extends its heartfelt condolences and
prayers to the families of the victims and to
all affected individuals in the communities
of the flooded parishes;

(3) recognizes the skill and sacrifice of the
law enforcement officers, first responders,
and volunteers who have demonstrated tre-
mendous resolve throughout the recovery;

(4) commends the efforts of individuals
who are working to care and provide for the
injured and displaced;

(5) applauds the generous support, assist-
ance, and aid provided by people across the
United States; and

(6) pledges to continue to work together—

(A) to support Louisiana in its time of
need.

—————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 5061. Mr. BARRASSO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4979 proposed by Mr. McCON-
NELL (for Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Mrs.
BOXER)) to the bill S. 2848, to provide for the
conservation and development of water and
related resources, to authorize the Secretary
of the Army to construct various projects for
improvements to rivers and harbors of the
United States, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5062. Mr. PERDUE (for himself and Mr.
ISAKSON) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 4979 pro-
posed by Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. INHOFE (for
himself and Mrs. BOXER)) to the bill S. 2848,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.
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