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Along with his love of outdoor activi-
ties, including snowmobiling, boating,
water-skiing, and camping, Barry ex-
hibited a love for community service.
While working as a Genesee County
coroner, Barry also served as the chief
of Emergency Medical Services at the
Bergen Fire Department. As a 31l-year
veteran of the fire department, Barry
is remembered for his generosity and
for his dedication to protecting and im-
proving the lives of those in his com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to recognize Barry Miller’s life of pub-
lic service and to honor the many con-
tributions he made to his community. I
urge the passage of H.R. 4372.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. COLLINS).

Mr. COLLINS of New York. I thank
the gentleman from Iowa for yielding
me time.

Mr. Speaker, I come before you in
support of H.R. 4372, a bill to designate
the Bergen Post Office as the Barry G.
Miller Post Office.

It is a great honor to introduce legis-
lation that designates a post office in
my district after someone who dedi-
cated his entire life to public service in
western New York.

Barry Miller was a lifelong Bergen
resident and served as a member of the
Bergen Volunteer Fire Department for
31 years, including 10 as the assistant
EMS chief. Barry was also the Genesee
County coroner, a business owner, and
a member of the Bergen Town Board.

Barry was dedicated to helping fellow
New Yorkers, and he made numerous
lasting contributions to the Bergen and
Genesee County communities. Unfortu-
nately, Barry was tragically killed in
the line of duty, during an emergency
response, on November 23, 2015.

In order to honor his service and
memory, the post office will be named
the Barry G. Miller Post Office.

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I urge the
adoption of the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. BLUM)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4372.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

AMELIA BOYNTON ROBINSON POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4777) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1301 Alabama Avenue in
Selma, Alabama as the ‘‘Amelia Boyn-
ton Robinson Post Office Building”’.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 4777
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AMELIA BOYNTON ROBINSON POST
OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1301
Alabama Avenue in Selma, Alabama, shall
be known and designated as the ‘‘Amelia
Boynton Robinson Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Amelia Boynton Rob-
inson Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Iowa (Mr. BLUM) and the gentlewoman
from Michigan (Mrs. LAWRENCE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Iowa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa?

There was no objection.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 4777, intro-
duced by Representative TERRI SEWELL
of Alabama. The bill designates a post
office in Selma, Alabama, as the Amel-
ia Boynton Robinson Post Office Build-
ing.
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Mrs. Boynton Robinson was a civil
rights leader who marched on the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge in Selma and
fought to ensure equality for all.

I look forward to Ilearning more
about Amelia Boynton Robinson’s life
from my colleague and the sponsor of
this bill, Representative SEWELL.

I urge Members to support this bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in the consideration of H.R.
4777, a bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated in Selma, Alabama, as the Amel-
ia Boynton Robinson Post Office Build-
ing.

Known as the matriarch of the civil
rights movement, Amelia Boynton
Robinson began her activism as a child,
along with her mother, on horse-and-
buggy trips to pass out women’s suf-
frage pamphlets prior to the 1910s. By
1930, Amelia was helping register
southern African American voters.

In 1964, she became the first African
American woman to run for Congress
in Alabama. Although she lost the
Democratic primary, her campaign
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drew increased interest to the issue of
voting rights.

Having participated in the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference since
meeting Dr. Martin Luther King in
1954, Amelia helped organize the march
from Selma to Montgomery.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to make sure that a place in history
that was changed by this woman’s
leadership commemorates her and her
tireless efforts on behalf of civil and
voting rights in our country.

I urge the passage of H.R. 4777.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as she may consume to
the gentlewoman from Alabama (Ms.
SEWELL).

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, today I am honored to rise in strong
support of H.R. 4777, to designate the
United States Post Office at 1301 Ala-
bama Avenue in Selma, Alabama, as
the Amelia Boynton Robinson Post Of-
fice Building.

Mrs. Amelia Boynton Robinson was
known as the matriarch of the voting
rights movement. Her life and legacy
epitomized strength, resiliency, perse-
verance, and courage, the same charac-
teristics that embody the city of
Selma, Alabama, my hometown, where
she made such a significant impact.

Amelia Boynton Robinson was named
the only female lieutenant to Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., during the civil
rights movement. In this role, she
would travel alongside Dr. King and
often appear in his stead for numerous
events and gatherings.

Amelia Boynton Robinson was also
well known for braving the frontline of
the Selma march on the Edmund
Pettus Bridge, where she was brutally
attacked and left for dead on Bloody
Sunday, on March 7, 1965. It was the
picture of a bloody and beaten Amelia
Boynton that appeared on the front
page of The New York Times and
showed the world the brutality of rac-
ism in the fight for voter equality.

During the violent attacks, this her-
oine never gave up hope, hope in an
ideal that is all America. It is democ-
racy. She believed so fervently that all
Americans should have the right to
vote, and she was willing to die for it.

It was the direct involvement of
Amelia Boynton Robinson and the foot
soldiers who dared to march from
Selma to Montgomery that led to the
passage of the Voting Rights Act of
1965. She was such a valued part of this
process that some of the contents of
the voting rights bill were drafted at
her kitchen table in Selma.

A courageous trailblazer even before
Bloody Sunday, Amelia Boynton Rob-
inson, on May b, 1964, broke all barriers
as the first Black woman in the State
of Alabama to run for Congress. She
ran to represent the Seventh Congres-
sional District of Alabama, the seat I
am so honored to hold today. She gar-
nered 10.7 percent of the vote during a
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time when very few Blacks were reg-
istered to vote. I know, Mr. Speaker,
that the journey that I now take as
Alabama’s first Black Congresswoman
was only made possible because of the
courage, tenacity, and faith of Amelia
Boynton Robinson.

Last year, before Mrs. Boynton
passed, I was honored to have her as
my special guest at the State of the
Union. It was incredibly moving to see
Members of Congress from both sides of
the aisle and members of the Presi-
dent’s Cabinet line up to greet her and
to take pictures with her. Everyone
thanked her for her service to this
country. Even President Obama came
to talk and thank Mrs. Boynton before
he gave his address at the State of the
Union.

This picture documents that very
time when she got to meet the Presi-
dent of the United States for the first
time. The memory of that moment will
stand as one of the highlights of my
time here in Congress. The symbolism
of this picture is not lost on any of us.
It was truly because of her bravery and
the bravery of other foot soldiers who
dared to march, like our very own col-
league, JOHN LEWIS, that paved the way
for the election of this country’s first
Black President.

Just a few months later, on March 6,
2015, she joined hands with our own
President Barack Obama again, to re-
trace the path that she took across the
Edmund Pettus Bridge on the 50th an-
niversary of Bloody Sunday, when she
and our colleague, JOHN LEWIS, were
beaten over 50 years ago. Amelia Boyn-
ton Robinson passed away just a few
months later on August 26, 2015, at the
age of 104.

She was featured prominently in the
movie ‘““‘Selma’ for her tenacity and
her bravery. She truly embodied what
they were fighting for as foot soldiers.
I was so glad that before her death she
was able to cross that bridge one more
time, and this time with two Presi-
dents: President Barack Obama and
President George Bush. So many of my
colleagues joined us that day, and we
continue to honor her legacy by sup-
porting this legislation and naming the
Selma Post Office in her honor.

As a daughter of Selma, I am honored
to sponsor this legislation, and I can
think of no one more deserving to have
their name on a post office in Selma,
Alabama, than Amelia Boynton Robin-
son. She truly represents the heart,
spirit, and essence of Selma, Alabama,
and the voting rights movement.

In closing, I am reminded of the
words that Amelia Boynton Robinson
said during her visit to this Capitol at
the State of the Union in 2015. As Mem-
bers of Congress and Cabinet members
took pictures with her in the Halls of
this Capitol, they said to Mrs. Robin-
son: “I stand on your shoulders. I
wouldn’t be here if it weren’t for you.”

Ms. Boynton finally, after the fifth
person said that to her, “I stand on
your shoulders,” she looked up, as only
a person of 104 would, and said, ‘‘Get off
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my shoulders.”” She said: ‘““Do your own
work. There is plenty of work to be
done.”

Mr. Speaker, this august body still
has work to do to fully restore the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965, which was gut-
ted by the Supreme Court in the
Shelby v. Holder decision of 2013. I ask
my Republican colleagues to join the
180 members of the Democratic Caucus
who have sponsored the Voting Rights
Advancement Act. It is this bill that
will give back the enforcement arm of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and it is
up to Congress to restore the Voting
Rights Act.

In memory of Amelia Boynton Robin-
son, I urge my colleagues to not only
support the naming of this post office
in H.R. 4777, but they can honor the
memory of her and so many of the foot
soldiers’ bravery by passing the Voting
Rights Advancement Act of 2015. The
right to vote is a sacred right, Mr.
Speaker, and no American should be
denied access to the ballot box.

Ms. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, can
you tell me how much time I have re-
maining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Alabama has 11%2 min-
utes remaining.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
LEWIS).

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
press my support for this bill. I want to
congratulate the gentlewoman from
Alabama for her good and great work
on this bill.

Amelia Boynton Robinson was a
daughter of Georgia who moved to Ala-
bama to study at Tuskegee Institute.
After graduating, she began working
for the United States Department of
Agriculture in Dallas County, Ala-
bama, where Selma is the county seat.
This is where Mrs. Boynton met her
husband, Samuel Boynton. They raised
their sons—Bill, Jr., and Bruce
Carver—on the front lines of the fight
for equality and civil rights.

I remember going to Selma, Ala-
bama, for the first time in 1963, at the
age of 23, to help African Americans
gain the right to vote. Mrs. Boynton
was one of the first individuals I met.
She worked tirelessly. She organized.
She mobilized. She spoke. She led. She
was fearless.

Mrs. Boynton was one of the very
first African Americans to register to
vote in Dallas County. The county had
an African American majority, but
only about 2.1 percent of African Amer-
icans of voting age were registered to
vote. People had to stand in lines. On
occasion, they were asked to count the
number of bubbles on a bar of soap, the
number of jelly beans in a jar. Occa-
sionally, people had to pass a so-called
literacy test.

Time after time, she stood up to bru-
tality and injustice. I remember her
very well on Bloody Sunday. Mrs.
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Boynton was knocked down by Ala-
bama State Troopers and trampled by
horses and tear-gassed, but she never
gave up. She kept her faith. She kept
her eyes on the prize. Mrs. Boynton’s
vision, determination, and commit-
ment helped to pave the way for the
passage of the Voting Rights Act of
1965.

Last year, when she passed away, at
the age of 104, I mourned with the rest
of the Nation. I was happy that during
her long life she had an opportunity to
see the impact of her work.

So I think, Mr. Speaker, it is so fit-
ting for a post office to be named in her
honor. Her work has changed not just
Selma, but the entire State of Ala-
bama, the South, our Nation, and in-
spired people all around our world. I
hope that all of my colleagues will sup-
port this important bill.

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further speakers to bring forth
today.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I urge adop-
tion of the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to support H.R. 4777, which des-
ignates the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 1301 Alabama Avenue in
Selma, Alabama as the “Amelia Boynton Rob-
inson Post Office Building.”

| support this legislation, because it com-
memorates Amelia Boynton Robinson’s his-
toric role during the Civil Rights Movement.

Not only was Amelia a courageous activist
in Selma, Alabama during the height of the
Civil Rights Movement, she also taught in
Georgia before starting with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture in Selma as the home
demonstration agent for Dallas County.

She educated the county’s largely rural pop-
ulation about food production and processing,
nutrition, healthcare, and other subjects re-
lated to agriculture and homemaking.

We celebrate Amelia for her invaluable con-
tributions to her community and her country.

Amelia worked for the promotion of civil
rights for all and protested the continued seg-
regation and disenfranchisement of African
Americans.

Amelia registered to vote, which was ex-
tremely difficult for African Americans to ac-
complish in Alabama due to discriminatory
practices under the state’s reactionary con-
stitution passed at the turn of the century.

Amelia Boynton Robinson made her home
and office in Selma a center for strategy ses-
sions for Selma’s civil rights battles, including
its voting rights campaign.

In 1964, Amelia ran for the Congress from
Alabama, with the intent to encourage African
Americans to register and vote.

This made Amelia the first female African
American to run for office in Alabama and the
first woman of any race to run for office as a
candidate of the Democratic party in the state
of Alabama.

Amelia is also known for her role in Selma
to Montgomery marches, where she worked
alongside Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Coretta
Scott King, our beloved colleague Congress-
man JOHN LEwIS, and other monumental fig-
ures in the epochal struggle to secure the right
to vote for all Americans.

Amelia helped organize a march to the state
capital of Montgomery, which became known
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as “Bloody Sunday” when county and state
police stopped the march and beat demonstra-
tors.

Amelia was beaten unconscious and a
newspaper of her lying bloody and beaten
drew national attention to the cause.

Men and women like Amelia marched be-
cause they believed that all persons have dig-
nity and the right to equal treatment under the
law, and in the making of the laws, which is
the fundamental essence of the right to vote.

Bloody Sunday led to the passage of the
landmark Voting Rights Act of 1965, which
was signed by President Lyndon Johnson on
August 6, 1965, in the presence of Amelia
Boynton Robinson, with Boynton attending as
the landmark event’s guest of honor.

Amelia was awarded the Martin Luther King
Jr. Medal of Freedom and toured the United
States on behalf of the Schiller Institute until
2009.

Mr. Speaker, naming the post office in
honor of Amelia Boynton Robinson is a spe-
cial and deserved commemoration of her life
of service.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. BLUM)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4777.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MICHAEL GARVER OXLEY MEMO-
RIAL POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4925) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 229 West Main Cross Street, in
Findlay, Ohio, as the ‘‘Michael Garver
Oxley Memorial Post Office Building’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4925

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MICHAEL GARVER OXLEY MEMORIAL
POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 229
West Main Cross Street, in Findlay, Ohio,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Mi-
chael Garver Oxley Memorial Post Office
Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Michael Garver Oxley
Memorial Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Iowa (Mr. BLUM) and the gentlewoman
from Michigan (Mrs. LAWRENCE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Iowa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks and to include any ex-
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traneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa?

There was no objection.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 4925,
introduced by Representative ROBERT
LATTA of Ohio. The bill designates a
post office in Findlay, Ohio, as the Mi-
chael Garver Oxley Memorial Post Of-
fice Building.

Former Representative Oxley served
in the House of Representatives from
1981 until 2007, including as chairman
of the House Financial Services
Committee.
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I look forward to hearing more about
former Representative Oxley from my
colleague and the bill’s sponsor, Rep-
resentative LATTA. For now, I urge
Members to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in the consideration of H.R.
4925, a bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated in Findlay, Ohio, as the Michael
Garver Oxley Memorial Post Office
Building.

Mr. Oxley was elected to the Ohio
State House of Representatives at the
age of 28 and won a special election to
the U.S. House of Representatives in
1981. Serving as the chair of the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, Con-
gressman Oxley devoted himself to cor-
porate oversight and insurance protec-
tion issues. He also led efforts to inves-
tigate Enron and other corporate scan-
dals, and is perhaps most well known
for the new accounting requirements
and financial regulations enacted by
the Sarbanes-Oxley Act.

Congressman Oxley retired after 25
yvears in the House and passed away in
December of 2015, following a battle
with lung cancer.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to honor Congressman Oxley’s public
service and commemorate his many
congressional accomplishments.

I urge the passage of H.R. 4925.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. LATTA).

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman for yielding.

I rise today in support of H.R. 4925,
my legislation which designates the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice at 229 West Main Cross Street in
Findlay, Ohio, as the Michael Garver
Oxley Memorial Post Office Building.

This bipartisan legislation will honor
a great legislator, friend, and former
Congressman Mike Oxley for his many
yvears of dedicated public service.

Mike received his undergraduate de-
gree from Miami University, which he
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was always very proud of, and he was
always very proud of the fact that is
where my youngest daughter just re-
ceived her undergraduate degree this
past May. He received his JD from the
Ohio State University Moritz College
of Law, and after that, he began his ca-
reer in public service as a special agent
for the FBI in 1969.

After serving with the FBI for 3
years, Mike was elected to the Ohio
House of Representatives in 1972. That
is when I first met Mike, out on the
campaign trail. Mike served admirably
in the House until 1981, when he won a
special election after the death of Con-
gressman Tennyson Guyer, also of
Findlay. As was noted, Mike served
then from 1981 until his retirement in
2007 here in the United States House of
Representatives, which he loved.

In the 107th, 108th, and 109th Con-
gresses, Mike was elected to serve as
the chairman of the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services, and he had many,
many friends, but Mike personified
what a true public servant was and is.
He served his constituents from Ohio
well and served the United States well.

When you talk about what a public
servant is, my dad always told me that
a public servant is a person who sees
how much they can always give of
themselves to the people they rep-
resent, and Mike did that.

Aside from his government service,
Mike also served and was dedicated to
helping others through his charitable
works. As a team captain for the an-
nual congressional baseball game—in
one of them he got his leg broken—
Mike and his colleagues helped raise
thousands of dollars for the Wash-
ington Literacy Center, the Wash-
ington Nationals Dream Foundation,
and the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater
Washington.

Mike was also very active back home
not only with Miami University, but
also with the University of Findlay;
and he was also active in helping raise
funds for the greater Findlay area.

I would like to thank Chairman
CHAFFETZ and Ranking Member CUM-
MINGS for their work in advancing this
bill through the committee and to the
House floor. I would also like to thank
the entire Ohio delegation and other
Members for supporting this legislation
as cosponsors.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the House to join
me in honoring the memory of Mike
Oxley by passing H.R. 4925.

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Chairman, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
CROWLEY).

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I will
be brief. I just wanted to take an op-
portunity, especially from this side of
the aisle, to hear from someone who
worked with Mike, who had great ad-
miration for him, and that is myself.

When I was a young man, elected at
36 years of age back in 1998, one of the
first people I met on the other side of



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-24T13:14:47-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




