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our Nation from any potential attacks
on U.S. soil. It is also the only bina-
tional command in the world’s exist-
ence between Canada and the United
States.

During his tenure there, Admiral
Gortney redefined the mission for
USNORTHCOM’s future, furthering the
bonds that have secured the skies
above the homelands for 60 years. He
built a personal trust critical to the
strength of the alliance with our part-
ners in Canada, Mexico, and the Baha-
mas and was able to expand the tradi-
tional bounds of security cooperation.
He increased military-to-military
training and interaction. Within the
homeland, Admiral Gortney’s keen in-
tuition led to a deliberate campaign
plan to protect the United States
forces from the threat of homegrown
violent extremists. He led the Depart-
ment of Defense planning to support
lead Federal agencies to minimize the
threat of both the Ebola and Zika vi-
ruses.

Throughout his career, Admiral
Gortney’s message of empowerment
and his relentless desire to seek cre-
ative solutions to the commands’ chal-
lenges has served as an example to all
during his lifetime exemplary of mili-
tary service. I join with the members
of the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee in expressing my respect and
gratitude to Admiral Gortney for his
outstanding service to our Nation. I
offer heartfelt thanks to Bill; his wife,
Sherry; their children, Stephanie and
Billy; daughter-in-law, Jackie; and
grandchildren, Gavin and Grayson.
Congratulations to all on Bill’s retire-
ment from the U.S. Navy after a life-
time of dedicated service. To Bill,
trusted leader and dedicated patriot,
fair winds and following seas.

——————

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TRIANGLE X RANCH

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I appreciate
having this opportunity to share some
news with the Senate about a very im-
portant anniversary we are celebrating
in my home State. This is the year the
Triangle X Ranch, one of our State’s
great attractions, is marking its 90th
year of operation.

As you can imagine, the Triangle X
has quite a story to tell of those 90
years. It began in the early 1900s when
a visitor fell in love with an especially
beautiful area of Wyoming. It con-
tinues to this day, its 90th year, cared
for over the years by five generations
of the Turner family.

The people of my home State have a
great fondness and appreciation for the
Triangle X because it reminds us of our
Western heritage and our love of the
land and all it provides. It reminds us
of our growth as a State and what it
was like to live in Wyoming back in
those days.

The Triangle X Ranch Web site tells
the story of the ranch. It begins, back
in the early 1900s, when John and
Maytie Turner liked to take ‘‘fun vaca-
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tions,” as they called them, to Yellow-
stone National Park. It was during one
of those visits they had a chance to see
an area around Jackson Hole for the
first time. It was one of those story-
book encounters—or to put it another
way: love at first sight.

Life was a lot tougher back then, so
when they decided to make the area
their home, they had to bring their
sons back with them to get things
started. It took a tremendous effort to
build their home so they would have a
place to stay. Even today, it is hard to
imagine what an effort it took for
them to live what had become their
dream.

For starters, they had to bring the
logs from some felled trees to their
home site so they could build the base-
ment of what would become their
home. Once that was done, they had a
place where they could live while they
built the rest of their house.

Everything was difficult. Providing
for the essentials they needed took
planning and some time. Just taking a
trip to the nearest town took several
days. They had to grow or produce
their own food, and while they were at
it, they had to come up with ways of
making something of a living.

This paragraph from the history sec-
tion of their Web site says a lot about
what their life was like back then for
them and for many of those who had
left the comforts of home and traded
them for the great freedom and excite-
ment of Wyoming and the West: ‘‘Be-
cause there was no electricity, wood
supplied heat and Kkerosene lamps
brought light to interiors. Refrigera-
tion was provided by large chunks of
ice that had been cut from nearby bea-
ver ponds in the winter and stored in
piles of sawdust to keep through the
summer. A fresh meat supply was pro-
vided by the Turners’ cattle herd,
chickens and big game harvested in the
fall. Surprisingly, most of these meth-
ods of supply continued through the
1940s.”’

The next generation saw more
changes to the ranch. It was now a
dude ranch. Their Web site describes
how it became an ‘‘authorized conces-
sion of the National Park Service—the
last dude ranch concession within the
entire National Park system.”

Today, a fifth generation of the Tur-
ner family is working the ranch and
greeting guests, both new and return-
ing friends, the lifestyle their family
has loved for all these years. As each
guest comes to the Triangle X, they re-
ceive the kind of education you just
can’t get from watching a movie or
reading a book. You are immersed in a
lifestyle that provides you with a front
row seat to what life was like in the
days of the old West.

As you can tell, I enjoy talking about
the people of Wyoming, our businesses,
and our unique brand of hospitality. I
can’t encourage you strongly enough
to come to Wyoming and get a taste of
what life was like back in the days
when the West was the best part of our
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national heritage—and you will see
that it still is. When you come to my
home State, you might stop by the Tri-
angle X and then explore some more of
Wyoming and the West.

Our homegrown businesses are one of
the special things about Wyoming. To-
gether, they form the backbone of Wy-
oming’s economy and they keep us
headed in the right direction. They are
the strength of Wyoming and the West,
and they are one of the reasons why
people keep flocking to Jackson and
the other cities and towns of Wyoming.

I will close by once again congratu-
lating all those who are a part of the
Triangle X story. They have made a
difference in our State and in the lives
of all those who come to visit. I would
also like to invite my colleagues to
come and see my home State. You
can’t beat our scenic beauty, hospi-
tality, and our history and legacy as a
State. I can promise you that you will
have an adventure in Wyoming that
you will remember for a long time to
come.

Thank you.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

PEASE GREETERS’ 1000TH FLIGHT

® Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize and congratulate the
Pease Greeters’ nonprofit organization
for more than 11 years of continuous
service in greeting our troops and civil-
ian personnel from the Department of
Defense, DOD, passing through the
Pease International Trade Port in
Portsmouth, NH. In June of 2016, they
will have welcomed more than 1,000
flights passing through the trade port
on their way to or from Afghanistan,
Iraq, or other areas of conflict in the
world.

The Pease Greeters organization was
created in May of 20056 when an unan-
nounced plane carrying members of the
U.S. military landed at the Pease
International Airport. The airport di-
rector, maintenance manager, and air-
port employees quickly got together to
meet and greet these troops, offering
coffee, donuts, and a big thank you for
their service. Soon thereafter, the air-
port director discovered that addi-
tional charter flights would be arriving
at Pease. Upon learning this, he
reached out to the Seacoast Marine
Corps League for assistance welcoming
the troops and putting together a fit-
ting ceremony to show respect, appre-
ciation, and honor for their service.

Once word spread, dozens of citizens
from New Hampshire, Maine, and Mas-
sachusetts, lent their support to orga-
nize what quickly became known as
the Pease Greeters, whose mission is to
promote broad participation in this
welcoming of heroes, paying special at-
tention to the education of school chil-
dren by instilling respect and admira-
tion for the troops through formal
ceremonies for each flight. Whether it
is 4 a.m. in the morning or 4 p.m. in the
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