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by inserting poisonous language into the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for 
Fiscal Year 2017. 

Last week I unfortunately had to vote 
against the FY 17 NDAA. I want to state that 
it pained me to take that vote. Throughout my 
career I have supported our service members 
in every respect. I have worked tirelessly on 
veterans issues. I have worked closely with 
Department of Defense leadership to ensure 
our troops on the front lines have had every 
resource they needed to be successful and 
that our troops and their families at home 
were well taken care of. 

Last week, the Majority injected their reck-
less ideology into the bill: a provision that 
would explicitly allow defense contractors to 
discriminate against LGBT employees. The 
language seeks to nullify an executive order 
prohibiting federal contractors from laying off 
or otherwise punishing employees because of 
their sexual orientation. Instead of passing a 
bill supporting our troops, they hid behind our 
troops in opposing LGBT Americans. 

In doing this, the Majority placed the welfare 
of our troops in jeopardy, potentially robbing 
them of much needed resources, and under-
mined protections for LGBT employees of fed-
eral contractors created by a Presidential Ex-
ecutive Order. 

As I stated earlier, this was a difficult vote 
to cast. However, I also know that this was the 
correct vote to cast. This body should not be 
risking national security nor sanctioning dis-
crimination. 

I urge the Republican Majority to delete this 
language in a House-Senate conference. They 
should not play politics with our national secu-
rity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 98TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE REPUBLIC DAY OF 
AZERBAIJAN 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 26, 2016 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 98th anniversary of the Republic 
Day of Azerbaijan, and to extend my best 
wishes to all Azerbaijanis as they celebrate 
Republic Day. May 28th marks the founding of 
the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan, when 
the people of Azerbaijan first gained their 
independence from the Russian Empire in 
1918. Although Azerbaijan’s independence 
was ended by Soviet forces in 1920, it is note-
worthy that the Democratic Republic of Azer-
baijan was the world’s first secular parliamen-
tary democratic republic in a predominantly 
Muslim nation—earning diplomatic recognition 
from the United States during the administra-
tion of President Woodrow Wilson. We also 
recall, with admiration, that the Democratic 
Republic of Azerbaijan granted universal suf-
frage to its citizens in 1918, making it the first 
Muslim country to give women the right to 
vote. 

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
Azerbaijan restored its independence on Octo-
ber 18, 1991, when its Parliament adopted the 
Constitution Act on the Restoration of the 
State of Independence of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan. 

The last twenty-five years of independence 
have not been without challenges for the peo-

ple of Azerbaijan. At the fall of the Soviet 
Union, Azerbaijan found itself in an armed 
conflict over occupied territory by Armenia. In 
1993, the United Nations Security Council 
adopted four resolutions demanding complete, 
unconditional and immediate withdrawal of Ar-
menian forces from the occupied territories of 
Azerbaijan. Despite the U.N. resolutions, 
today, more than 20 percent of Azerbaijan’s 
territory, including Nagorno-Karabakh and 
seven surrounding districts, remain under Ar-
menian occupation. 

Additionally, a 1994 ceasefire agreement 
has been breached over the years with the 
most recent provocation occurring in 2016 
while the Azerbaijani President was en route 
to Azerbaijan following a successful nuclear 
summit in the U.S. I am pleased that Azer-
baijan immediately called for peace in the 
aftermath of the skirmish and remains com-
mitted to a peaceful resolution of the conflict 
with Armenia. 

Azerbaijan is a key global security partner 
for the United States. As an active member of 
NATO’s Partnership for Peace program, Azer-
baijan cooperates with the United States in 
countering terrorism, nuclear proliferation, and 
narcotics trafficking. Azerbaijani troops serve 
shoulder to shoulder with U.S. soldiers in Af-
ghanistan, as they previously did in Kosovo 
and Iraq. In support of the International Secu-
rity Assistance Force in Afghanistan, Azer-
baijan has extended important over-flight 
clearances for U.S. and NATO flights as well 
as regularly providing landing and refueling 
operations at its airports for U.S. and NATO 
forces. Azerbaijan also plays an important role 
in the Northern Distribution Network, a supply 
route to Afghanistan, by making available its 
ground and Caspian naval transportation facili-
ties. 

Azerbaijan has emerged as a key player for 
enhancing global energy security. The Baku- 
Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline and the Baku-Tbilisi- 
Erzurum gas pipeline are the main arteries de-
livering Caspian Sea energy resources to 
global markets, and completion of the South-
ern Gas Corridor—which will run from the 
Caspian Sea through Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
Turkey, Greece, and Albania into Italy—will in-
crease the energy security of key American al-
lies by increasing the amount of natural gas 
from the Caspian Sea to European markets. 

Notably, Azerbaijan also provides roughly 
40 percent of Israel’s oil consumption. What 
may be more surprising to some is that Azer-
baijan—a predominantly Muslim country—en-
joys friendly ties with Israel beyond oil sales. 
Jews have resided in Azerbaijan for 2,500 
years without persecution and today, the Jew-
ish community in Azerbaijan numbers over 
12,000. Azerbaijan is also home to Christian 
communities and has been praised for its reli-
gious tolerance by the European Parliament. 

As co-chair of the Congressional Azerbaijan 
Caucus, I congratulate the people of Azer-
baijan on the monumental occasion of Repub-
lic Day in their national history. May the part-
nership between the United States and Azer-
baijan progress and continue to benefit both of 
our nations. 

IN HONOR OF THE RETIREMENT 
OF MR. NORMAN BEATTY 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 26, 2016 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Norman Beatty who is retiring after 
32 years of service at First Hope Bank in 
Hope, NJ. During his tenure at First Hope 
Bank, Mr. Beatty served as Chairman of the 
Board, Chief Executive Officer, and President. 
He graduated Blair Academy in 1958, the 
United States Military Academy in 1963 (BS), 
and the University of Alabama Graduate 
School of Business in 1971, where he re-
ceived an MBA and an MS in Human Re-
sources. Additionally, he served 20 years in 
the Army from 1963–1983. Retiring as a Lieu-
tenant Colonel in 1983, he joined First Hope 
Bank and worked with his father, Lewis C. 
Beatty. 

Mr. Beatty played an essential role in the 
New Jersey Bankers Association, where he 
served as Chairman of the Agricultural Com-
mittee, Treasurer, Secretary, Vice Chairman, 
Chair, and on the Executive Committee. 

During Mr. Beatty’s tenure, New Jersey’s 
two banking organizations, the Savings 
League and Bankers Association, merged in 
2009. Mr. Beatty was then named the Co- 
Chairman of the NJ Bankers Association. 
Within the American Bankers Association he 
represented New Jersey on the Community 
Bankers Council and the Membership Council. 
From 2010 to 2014 he served as a member of 
the American Bankers Association’s Board of 
Directors and Chairman of its Audit Com-
mittee. 

Mr. Beatty is a charter member of the Hope 
Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Direc-
tors where he held the positions of President, 
Vice President, and Secretary/Treasurer. The 
Township of Hope recognized Mr. Beatty as 
its Outstanding Citizen in 1998 and recognized 
him with the Founding Father award in 2009. 
The Warren County Chamber of Commerce 
selected Mr. Beatty as its Business Person of 
the Year in 2002. In 2011 Warren County 
Community College inducted Mr. Beatty into 
its Hall of Fame. 

I am proud to have Mr. Beatty as a member 
of our community and want to recognize his 
decades of service to Northern New Jersey, to 
the banking industry, and to our nation. 

f 

BEAU MARTINEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 26, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Beau Martinez 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Beau Martinez is a 12th grader at Wheat 
Ridge High School and received this award 
because his determination and hard work 
have allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Beau Mar-
tinez is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
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strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Beau Martinez for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL SHARLENE M. PIGG, AS 
SHE PREPARES TO RETIRE 
AFTER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE TO 
THE UNITED STATES ARMY AND 
TO OUR NATION 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 26, 2016 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the military service of Lieuten-
ant Colonel Sharlene M. Pigg, USA, as she of-
ficially retires on September 1, 2016, after an 
exemplary 20-year career. Lieutenant Colonel 
Pigg is finishing her career as the commander 
of the Army’s Jacksonville Recruiting Battalion 
which covers 45,079 square miles, 609 zip 
codes, 87 counties, and is in the jurisdiction of 
377 public schools. In this role, she has 
matched our tremendously talented North-
eastern Florida youths with rewarding careers 
in the United States Army. 

First enlisting in the Florida Army National 
Guard in 1991, she served in communications 
and public affairs while earning her Bachelor 
of Arts Degree in Political Science at Stetson 
University and also participating in the ROTC 
program at Embry Riddle Aeronautical Univer-
sity. Upon graduation, as a Distinguished 
Honor Graduate, she was commissioned as a 
Second Lieutenant in aviation in the United 
States Army. She later completed the Army 
Command and General Staff College. 

Over the years, her career has led her to 
many and varied assignments both in the 
United States and overseas. They include: 
160th Signal Brigade Adjutant at Camp Arifjan, 
Kuwait; Aide de Camp to the Army Forces 
Command Deputy Commanding General; and 
Team Chief, Army Forces Command G–1 
Strength Management Branch at Fort McPher-
son, Georgia; Aide de Camp to the Com-
manding General of the Combined Security 
Transition Command, Afghanistan; Recruiting 
Operations Officer for Georgia Tech Army 
ROTC, Atlanta, Georgia; Commander, Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company, 1/210th 
Aviation Regiment, Fort Rucker, Alabama; 
Battalion S–1, 1/52nd Aviation Battalion, K–16, 
Korea; Assistant Brigade S–2, 159th Aviation 
Brigade, Fort Campbell, Kentucky; Platoon 
Leader, A/5–101st, Fort Campbell, Kentucky; 
and Executive Officer, Headquarters and 
Headquarters Troop, 3/6 Cavalry Squadron, 
Camp Humphreys, Korea. 

Prior to coming to Jacksonville, Florida, 
Lieutenant Colonel Pigg served at the Pen-
tagon in two assignments: first as the Officer 
Policy Integrator for the Director of Military 
Personnel Management, Army G–1 and most 
recently, as the Women in the Army Branch 
Chief. In this position her team drafted the de-
tails of the Army’s plans to integrate women 
into combat units. 

She will join her husband Chad Pigg and 
their young son, Beckam, in Atlanta, Georgia, 
upon relinquishing her duties as Battalion 
Commander on June 3. I send Lieutenant 
Colonel Pigg my thanks for a job well done 
and a career of service in the United States 
Army. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and Members of the 
House to join me in congratulating Lieutenant 
Colonel Sharlene Pigg on her hard work and 
dedication to the country during her career in 
the Army. We wish her, her husband Chad, 
and son Beckam all of the best. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. GRAZYNA J. 
KOZACZKA 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 26, 2016 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Grazyna Kozaczka. Dr. 
Kozaczka is a native of Krakow, Poland, 
where she received her doctoral degree in 
American Literature from the Jagiellonian Uni-
versity. Dr. Kozaczka is a distinguished schol-
ar and renowned Professor of English at 
Cazenovia College in Cazenovia, New York. 
Dr. Kozaczka is also the Director of the Hon-
ors Programs at Cazenovia College. 

Dr. Kozaczka will be honored at the 2016 
Syracuse, New York Polish Festival, receiving 
the ‘‘2016 Pole of the Year’’ Award. She will 
be recognized for her dedication to studying 
Polish American history and for all of her 
scholarly achievements. 

Dr. Kozaczka has published scholarly es-
says, short fiction, as well as popular articles 
in both Polish and English. She is the Presi-
dent of the Polish American Historical Asso-
ciation, a member of the Polish Institute of 
Arts and Sciences of America, and a member 
of The Jozef Pilsudski Institute of America and 
the Modern Language Association. 

I am honored to recognize Dr. Grazyna J. 
Kozaczka for her incredible scholarly accom-
plishments and for being named the ‘‘2016 
Pole of the Year’’ by the Syracuse Polish 
Scholarship Fund, Inc. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENT 
AND SERVICE OF MR. JAMES W. 
KEATING 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 26, 2016 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to rise today to recognize the extraordinary 
service of Mr. James Keating. Jim, a lifelong 
resident of Warren, Ohio, recently announced 
his retirement from a remarkable career span-
ning 23 years as the Human Resources Direc-
tor for Trumbull County. 

Jim had previously been the Human Re-
sources Director for Heltzel Steel and served 
12 years as an elected councilman in Warren. 
During his tenure at Trumbull County, Jim 
managed labor relations with five bargaining 
units within the Sheriff’s Office and four with 
the American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees units, including contract 

negotiations and resolving grievances. In 
2006, Jim established a county-wide com-
mittee to develop a personnel policy manual 
that could be adopted by all Trumbull County 
elected officials. 

In leading this committee, Jim exhibited not 
only his extensive knowledge of human re-
sources policy, but also his ability to lead and 
establish consensus among county officials. 
The result was a personnel policy manual that 
was adopted and is now followed by all elect-
ed officials and departments in Trumbull 
County government. This brings the entire 
county into legal compliance, fostering fairness 
and uniformity in human resources practices, 
and significantly reduces the county’s liability 
exposure. 

As a result of his success with the county- 
wide policy manual in Trumbull County, Jim 
was tapped by the County Commissioners As-
sociation of Ohio’s County Risk Sharing Au-
thority (CORSA) in 2012 to be a member of 
the CORSA Personnel Policy Best Practices 
Panel. As a member of this Panel, which re-
ceived the Ohio Public Employer Labor Rela-
tions Association and National Public Em-
ployer Labor Relations Association 2013 
Pacesetter Awards, Jim helped take his suc-
cess with a county-wide manual in Trumbull 
County to counties throughout the State. Ulti-
mately, Jim’s leaves a professional and pro-
ductive labor-management environment he 
has successfully fostered at Trumbull County. 

In addition to his knowledge of labor law, 
Jim is known for his common-sense, respect-
ful approach to labor negotiations. His profes-
sional and logical demeanor brings out the 
best in both sides, and reduces the tendency 
for proceedings to become adversarial—right-
fully earning Jim a reputation for fairness in 
negotiations. For his leadership in Trumbull 
County and for the example he has set for 
government hiring practices across State of 
Ohio, Jim was awarded the 2014 Ohio Public 
Employer Labor Relations Association’s 
‘‘Award of Excellence’’. 

Jim has served his city and his county, and 
he has earned the respect of his peers. We 
have been lucky to have him in our commu-
nity, and Jim will now have an opportunity to 
spend more time with his wonderful wife, Ber-
nadette, his three children, Brendan, Ryan and 
Mary Kathryn, and three grandchildren, Justin, 
Alexis, and Donovan. Mr. Speaker, I wish Jim 
a great retirement. 

f 

CONVENING OF THE ‘RELIGIONS 
AGAINST TERRORISM’ CON-
FERENCE TO BE HELD IN 
ASTANA, KAZAKHSTAN 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 26, 2016 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
highlight the upcoming conference in Astana, 
Kazakhstan entitled ‘Religions Against Ter-
rorism.’ I was honored to be invited to this 
conference by Chairman Tokayev, Chairman 
of the Senate of the Parliament of the Repub-
lic of Kazakhstan, and regret that I will not be 
able to attend this important event. 

The conference will bring together political 
and religious leaders from around the world 
who are dedicated to ensuring that religious 
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