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taken significant steps to address con-
cerns that have delayed membership in
the past. The government has strength-
ened the rule of law, undertaken intel-
ligence sector and defense reforms, and
increased public support for NATO
membership in recent years. Notably,
the Montenegrin Parliament passed
legislation in November 2014 to reform
the judicial sector, including the estab-
lishment of a special prosecutor’s of-
fice for organized crime and an anti-
corruption agency. This legislation is
now being implemented, with the spe-
cial prosecutor’s office carrying out a
high-profile arrest of former President
of Serbia and Montenegro Svetozar
Marovic on corruption charges in De-
cember 2015. We need to see continued
high profile arrests to prove the rule of
law will be fully respected, but this is
an important signal.

Montenegro’s democracy is young,
but it is on the right track. There is no
doubt Montenegro needs to continue
making progress to uphold the rule of
law, fight organized crime, tackle cor-
ruption, and foster a free and inde-
pendent media environment. I believe
American engagement will be critical
helping Montenegro achieve these
goals. On the tenth anniversary of
Montenegro’s historic independence, I
will continue to push for a strong
transatlantic partnership between our
countries.

———

HONORING SERGEANT ROBERT
WILSON III

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today we
pay tribute to Sergeant Robert Wilson
IIT of the Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment, who sacrificed his life to protect
innocent civilians during an armed rob-
bery at a store called GameStop in
north Philadelphia in March 2015.

Sergeant Wilson was there buying a
present for his son when he confronted
two armed robbers. He moved to draw
attention away from the area where
the civilians were standing in what
ended up being a fatal exchange of gun-
fire.

For his exceptional bravery and self-
lessness in the face of danger, Presi-
dent Obama awarded Sergeant Wilson
with the Public Safety Officer Medal of
Valor, 1 of 13 officers who received the
award and the first member of the
Philadelphia Police Department to
earn such an honor.

No medal or distinction can ade-
quately pay tribute to Sergeant Wil-
son’s sacrifice and the horror his fam-
ily has gone through over this last
year. Sergeant Wilson’s grandmother,
Constance, who accepted the medal on
his behalf, said of the pain of losing her
grandson, ‘‘a big hole was put in my
heart.”

Sadly, the Wilson family is not alone
in its sacrifice: 128 police officers were
killed in the line of duty in 2015, in-
cluding five in Pennsylvania. To para-
phrase something President Lincoln
once said, they gave the ‘‘last full
measure of devotion” to the commu-
nities they served.
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As public officials, we have a deep
and abiding obligation to support those
serving in law enforcement. Our sup-
port must be in deed and in word,
which means making sure those law
enforcement officers have the re-
sources they need to keep our commu-
nities and themselves safe. All public
officials must pray and ask humbly
whether our actions are worthy of the
valor of those who serve.

On the Senate floor today, we express
our profound gratitude for the service
of Medal of Valor recipient Sergeant
Wilson and the sacrifice of his family.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. ANDREW W.
GURMAN

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. President, I would
like to recognize the upcoming inau-
guration of Dr. Andrew Gurman of
Hollidaysburg, PA, as the 171st presi-
dent of the American Medical Associa-
tion on June 14, 2016.

Dr. Gurman is an orthopaedic hand
surgeon who maintains a private prac-
tice in Altoona, PA. He is the first
hand surgeon and only the second
orthopaedic surgeon to have been elect-
ed to serve as president of the AMA.

Dr. Gurman graduated from Syracuse
University and received his medical de-
gree from the State University of New
York Upstate Medical University, Syr-
acuse, in 1980. After completing his sur-
gical internship and residency in
orthopaedic surgery at the Montefiore
Hospital/Albert Einstein program in
New York City and a fellowship in
hand surgery at the Hospital for Joint
Diseases Orthopaedic Institute, Dr.
Gurman entered practice in central
Pennsylvania and became active in
local medical societies, having served
as both speaker and vice speaker of the
Pennsylvania Medical Society. He was
also a member of its board of trustees
and executive board. Dr. Gurman has
also served as the chair of the Altoona
Hospital bylaws committee and
orthopaedic surgery peer review com-
mittee, as well as the chair of
orthopaedic service.

I want to congratulate Dr. Gurman
on his election and inauguration as the
president of the American Medical As-
sociation and wish him well. I look for-
ward to working with him in his new
role to craft policies that will improve
access to affordable, high-quality
health care and make a difference in
the lives of countless patients across
the Nation.

———

TRIBUTE TO FRED AND CONNIE
TAYLOR

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
sing the praises of Fred and Connie
Taylor, two incredibly talented and
dedicated members of the Casper com-
munity. Fred serves as the choir direc-
tor and his wife, Connie, serves as the
organist and director of the handbell
choir at the Shepherd of the Hills Pres-
byterian Church in my hometown of
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Casper, WY. Through music, Fred and
Connie Taylor have helped our con-
gregation share in God’s love, grace,
and teachings for 24 years. Last Sun-
day marked their last service in lead-
ing the musical ministry of the church
as they start their well-earned retire-
ment.

Fred and Connie Taylor have been
married for over 50 years. Since they
first met at the University of Dayton,
this lovely couple has been celebrating
life and music together. In fact, music
brought them together. The couple met
when Fred was performing in the role
of Elijah in Mendelssohn’s ‘“Elijah”
and Connie was assigned to be his ac-
companist. Since that day, they have
been performing together and sharing
their musical talents in schools and
churches across the nation.

The Taylors fell in love with Wyo-
ming during a trip to our great State
in 1979. A short time later, Fred and
Connie moved to Hanna, WY. Fred got
a job as band director at the school and
Connie took the position as the choir
director. In 1986, they moved to Casper,
WY. Fred became bass trombonist and
assistant conductor of the symphony.
Connie devoted herself to inspiring and
spreading the love of music to children
in the Casper schools.

While they are a dynamic team, Fred
and Connie also have significant indi-
vidual accomplishments. Connie grad-
uated from the University of Dayton
with a bachelor of science in music and
earned a master of music from Indiana
University. Connie is a concerto level
pianist. She has performed as an ac-
companist for the Joffrey Ballet. Her
musical expertise has been critical in
ensuring the success of numerous per-
formances in our community. As a
longtime elementary school teacher in
Casper, she taught her students to ap-
preciate the beauty and joy of music.
Connie has helped ensure the love of
music lives on in the future genera-
tions of our State.

Fred’s passion for music is best ex-
plained by his proclamation that,
“Music is part of my soul.” He was
born in New York City in 1938. As a
baby, he would rock and sway along to
the sounds of the world’s most beloved
symphonies. As a young boy, he started
singing at his church and in the boys’
choir. After serving our Nation in the
U.S. Army, Fred earned his bachelor of
science in music education from the
University of Dayton and a master of
music in conducting from Indiana Uni-
versity. Fred is the bass trombonist for
the Wyoming Symphony Orchestra and
founder of the Casper Brass and Storm
Door Company. He has composed over
600 pieces of music. In addition, Fred
has performed in and greatly contrib-
uted to the Casper College Band, the
Casper Municipal Band, and the CC
Jazz Band.

Fred explains how his love for music
and the state of Wyoming perfectly
intertwine stating, ‘I have a wonderful
church choir to conduct; I have a sym-
phony orchestra to play in; everything
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