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‘“Some rates in Georgia insurance ex-
change could soar in 2017”—and by
‘‘soar,” they are talking about as high
as 65 percent.

As one paper put it, there is ‘“‘no end
in sight for higher Obamacare pre-
miums.”

These are not just abstract numbers;
they can represent real pain for fami-
lies already stretched to the limits
under the ObamaCare economy. A re-
cent survey showed that health care
costs are now the top financial concern
facing American families, ahead of con-
cerns about low wages and even job
loss. And what does the Democratic re-
sponse too often seem to boil down to?
They say: Just get over it. Get over it.

Just the other day, the Democratic
leader in the Senate said that Ameri-
cans who, like us, disagree with the
pain ObamaCare is causing need to just
“get over it and accept the fact that
ObamaCare is here to stay.” That is
hardly the only callous comment we
have heard from across the aisle on
ObamaCare.

I would ask Democratic colleagues to
listen to the Americans who continue
to share heartbreaking ObamacCare sto-
ries with us, like these Kentuckians:

Should the Elizabethtown man who
says he can’t afford to see a doctor
under his ObamaCare plan, despite the
fact that he pays more for his premium
than his house payment, just get over
it?

Should the dad from Owensboro who
said he has seen his family’s health
costs increase by nearly 250 percent
under ObamaCare just get over it?
“What happened to being rewarded for
working hard in America?”’ this dad
asked. ‘““What happened to the Amer-
ican dream?” Many Americans are
wondering the same thing.

ObamaCare continues to write a
record of broken promises at the ex-
pense of the American people. Instead
of lowering premiums by up to $2,500
for a typical family, as then-Senator
Obama talked about on the campaign
trail, ObamaCare has raised many fam-
ilies’ rates. Instead of making health
care costs more affordable for all,
ObamacCare has led to unaffordable out-
of-pocket costs for families all across
our country.

The bottom line is this: ObamaCare
is too often hurting those it proposed
to help. It is a direct attack on the
middle class.

The Republican-led Senate sent a bill
to President Obama’s desk to repeal
this partisan law so we can replace it
with policies that actually put the
American people first because, let’s re-
member, the American people do not
need to get over ObamaCare’s failures.
Our Democratic colleagues need to fi-
nally join us in working to end those
failures.

——
TRIBUTE TO RUBY PAONE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President,
when Ruby Paone started her first day
on the job in 1975, she was fresh out of
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college. Today, she has served here
longer than any current Senator, save
one—the senior Senator from Vermont.

Ruby Paone, our Senate doorkeeper,
has seen a lot in her 41 years in the
Senate. She has watched legends, such
as Baker and Mansfield, in action. She
has acquired a lot of unique titles, such
as card desk assistant and reception
room attendant.

We are really going to miss her when
she retires later this month. I think
Ruby is looking forward to Kkicking
back in Myrtle Beach after more than
four decades of Senate service. More
importantly, I think she is anxious to
spend some time with her family, away
from work. Her son Tommy works at
the Senate appointments desk. Her
daughter Stephanie works in the
Democratic Cloakroom. Her husband
Marty used to as well. The two of them
even met right here in the Senate.

We are glad that Ruby will get to
spend more quality time—that is, non-
Senate time—with her family. And we
are sure she would like to see a little
more of her son Alexander as well.

As Ruby knows, she will be leaving a
family behind here too. She has served
as surrogate mom of sorts to many
doorkeepers, pages, and interns. They
have looked up to her for wisdom and
for advice. And it is no wonder. She has
a lifetime of stories and experiences to
share in a retirement that is richly de-
served.

We will miss Ruby Paone, but we
wish her the very best, and above all,
we thank her for her many years of
service.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
Democratic leader is recognized.
———

OBAMACARE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is really
unfortunate that the Republican leader
comes here often and continues to harp
and complain about ObamaCare, even
though it is continuing to work. More
than 9 out of 10 Americans now have
health care. This is the best it has ever
been. It has never been this way before.

They say they want to repeal
ObamaCare. They have tried scores of
times. It hasn’t worked. So I guess
what they are saying is that they just
want to get rid of this, and have people
go back to the way it used to be. I re-
member and people in America remem-
ber canceling insurance if they were
sick. If they had a real serious illness,
they would cancel because their bills
were too high. If they had a preexisting
disability, forget about it—they
couldn’t get insurance. If they were a
college student, they were cut off
quickly; they couldn’t stay on their
family’s insurance policy. Many men
and women can stay on the insurance
of their parents.

So we would be much better off with
ObamaCare and with helping the Amer-
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ican people if, rather than complain, as
they have for 6 or 7 years, they worked
with us to try to improve the bill. We
know it can be improved, but we can’t
do it alone.

So that is how unfortunate this argu-
ment has been. We need everything
ObamaCare does. We don’t have any-
thing better. And we are not going to
do anything to help the poor. That is a
strange way to conduct business, but
that is the way it has been in the fili-
buster-laden Republican Party since
Obama was elected.

——————

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION AND
DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS BILLS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, over the
next few weeks, the Senate will be vot-
ing on both the Defense authorization
and Defense appropriations bills, these
two very important pieces of legisla-
tion. We need to take the time to un-
derstand them and, of course, to read
these bills and make sure we are doing
the right thing. Just reading the De-
fense authorization bill is not going to
be an hour-long deal. It is not going to
be done watching a ball game or watch-
ing television programs. Why? It is a
very big piece of legislation. This is it.
Try reading that between innings—
1,664 pages.

Chairman MCcCAIN may have read
this. He may understand every line in
it. He would have a better chance than
most of us because he is the one who
conducted the hearings behind closed
doors—secret sessions. Few outside the
committee probably know what is in
this monstrous bill, this big bill.

Even though the chairman came here
on Monday and started complaining
about this legislation, if you want to
get an idea how the bill was hastily put
together, consider this. The bill was
put together behind closed doors. At 5
p.m. last night, Senator McCAIN’S com-
mittee voted on the classified annex to
the Defense authorization bill. He had
been ranting and raving about Demo-
crats holding up this bill. That is what
the Republican leader did here today.
He didn’t rant and rave, but he did say
we are holding it up. But the com-
mittee hadn’t finished its work as of
last night. The bill wasn’t done. They
just finished it last night at 5 p.m. Un-
fortunately, it appears that this mas-
sive bill is everything Senator MCCAIN
has in the past complained about. He
says he hated what has gone on in the
past.

This bill is loaded with special
projects—loaded with them—sprinkled
with special favors and many different
flavors. It has extraneous provisions,
and who knows what else. If there were
ever anything that could be identified
as an earmark or two or three or four
or a few hundred, it is in this bill. I
thought Senator McCAIN didn’t like
that. I can understand why some would
want to rush this bill through the Sen-
ate without a lot of public scrutiny,
but we are not going to do that. This
legislation is far too important.
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