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Council Bluffs, lowa, for being the first recipi-
ent of the Employee of the Year award spon-
sored by the Council Bluffs Community School
District in conjunction with the Council Bluffs
Area Chamber of Commerce. Ryan is a stu-
dent at Thomas Jefferson High School in
Council Bluffs and is employed by Menard’s,
Inc.

The Employee of the Year award is given
through a new program initiative, GROW CB,
which stands for Graduation is Required in
Our Workforce in Council Bluffs. Super-
intendent of Schools for Council Bluffs Martha
Bruckner said, “This is representative of some
good work we’re doing together. The goal of
this initiative is to raise the awareness of the
importance of regular school attendance, earn-
ing good grades, and earning a high diploma.”
The GROW CB program was created as a
school-business partnership while helping
businesses to invest in the future of area
youth and the Council Bluffs community.

| applaud and congratulate Ryan Newberry
for earning this award. He is a shining exam-
ple of the future of our youth. | urge my col-
leagues in the U.S. House of Representatives
to join me in congratulating Ryan Newberry for
his accomplishments in school and with his
employment. | wish him continued success in
all his future endeavors.

———

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF TRAF-
FICKING ONE YEAR ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it hap-
pened right under the entire community’s
nose. Eight year old Jen Spry was raped and
tortured on a daily basis.

She was not kidnapped by a stranger in a
dark alley. She was trafficked just a few doors
down from her mother’s house.

It was not just Jen who was trafficked. Her
younger sister, a male cousin, and a whole
group of kids from her hometown of Norris-
town Pennsylvania were victims as well.

No one ever went looking for the children,
simply because they never went missing.
From 3-6 p.m. every day she was forced to
have sex with strangers, because, as she de-
scribes it, it was her job.

The children were coerced into participating
and threatened into keeping it a secret. The
trafficking finally ended when she was about
10 when the neighbor suddenly moved away.

Jen went to great lengths to hide the abuse
from her single mother, who never found out
about the tragedies that Jen experienced. In
fact, Jen did not speak out about what hap-
pened until after her mother passed away.

Stories like Jen’s drove us to write JVTA. As
did stories like Tina Frundt's, who joins us
today.

She is a huge part of the solution with her
organization Courtney’s House and her mem-
bership on the U.S. Advisory Council on
Human Trafficking created by JVTA as well as
the persistence of many of the groups present
today.

The United States views itself as a leader in
the fight against human trafficking. Even going
as far as to grade other countries on their ef-
forts to combat trafficking in persons.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Yet, before the Justice for Victims of Traf-
ficking Act (JVTA) became law, | heard about
common issues from survivors and anti-traf-
ficking organizations on the national, state,
and local levels, as well as law enforcement
and local leaders. Some of the common con-
cerns included:

The federal government barely funds efforts
to combat trafficking in the United States. Traf-
ficking victims are often arrested and treated
as criminals, but buyers are often not.

Many Americans including those that inter-
act with trafficking victims—law enforcement,
educators, medical professionals, and others
—do not know about human trafficking or un-
derstand how to identify victims. Hearing this
message loud and clear, a bipartisan, bi-
cameral group of Members of Congress set
out to write a bill using the survivor experience
to guide us and learning from programs
around the country that are working to fight
trafficking and serve victims.

CAROLYN MALONEY, a Democrat from New
York and | lead the effort on JVTA in the
House. Congresswoman MALONEY and | hard-
ly speak the same language.

Being from New York she thinks | talk funny
and as a Texan | can hardly understand her
either the effort was led by another unusual
pair in the Senate.

A Texas Republican, Senator JOHN CORNYN
and an Oregon Democrat, Senator RON
WYDEN. 11 anti-trafficking bills passed through
the House, including those led by some of the
wonderful women here today.

The bills were combined in the Senate,
came back to the House, passed overwhelm-
ingly and were signed into law. The law ad-
dresses the common problems we heard from
the field. We created a Domestic Trafficking
Victims Fund that makes those who harm vul-
nerable people pay for the damage they have
caused.

A $5,000 special assessment is collected
from those convicted of human trafficking and
other related charges, and goes into a Fund to
provide resources to victims and those fighting
trafficking.

A fundamental goal of JVTA is for victims of
human trafficking to be treated as victims and
not criminals. This is addressed in a number
of provisions in the law, including a newly cre-
ated community-based block grant.

We also focus on the demand—buyers,
those that exploit women and children. While
many call these people “johns,” | call them
child molesters.

John is a name from the Bible, a good guy,
not someone who pays money to abuse a fel-
low person.

JVTA clarifies that those who buy sex from
trafficking victims are human traffickers, can
and should be punished under federal law,
and are subject to the same penalties as sell-
ers.

JVTA has done a lot to change the mindset
of people in this country. But we need the law
to be fully implemented by all the agencies
charged with executing the law including DOJ,
HHS, and DHS.

In order to truly be the leader in the fight
against modern day slavery. We anxiously
await the response to our letter. A society will
be judged by how it treats the most vulner-
able.

And that’s just the way it is.

May 25, 2016

TRIBUTE TO BABE AND FRANK
MAINS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Babe and Frank
Mains on the very special occasion of their
60th wedding anniversary.

Frank and Babe were married on May 18,
1956 and make their home in Guthrie Center,
lowa. Their lifelong commitment to each other
and their family truly embodies lowa’s values.
As the years pass, may their love continue to
grow even stronger and may they continue to
love, cherish, and honor one another for many
more years to come.

I commend this lovely couple on their 60
years of life together and | wish them many
more. | know my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives will join me
in congratulating them on this momentous oc-
casion.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| missed several votes on Wednesday, May
18, and Thursday, May 19.

On Wednesday, May 18, had | been
present, | would have voted No on the Nadler
Amendment (Roll Call 204); Aye on the Poe of
Texas Amendment (Roll Call 205); Yea on
final passage of H.R. 5243, the Zika Re-
sponse Control Act, 2016 (Roll Call 207); Aye
on the Buck Amendment (Roll Call 208); Aye
on the Fleming Amendment (Roll Call 209);
No on the Lee Amendment (Roll Call 210); No
on the Polis Amendment (Roll Call 211); and
Aye on final passage of H.R. 4909, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017 (Roll Call 216).

On Thursday, May 19, had | been present,
| would have voted No on the Blumenauer
Amendment (Roll Call 221); Aye on the Flem-
ing Amendment (Roll Call 222); No on the
Sean Patrick Maloney of New York Amend-
ment (Roll Call 226); and Yea on final pas-
sage of H.R. 4974, the Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2017 (Roll Call 228).

TRIBUTE TO MARY AND PAT DOUD

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Mary and Pat
Doud on the very special occasion of their
60th wedding anniversary.

Pat and Mary Doud were married in May
19, 1956 and make their home in Stuart, lowa.
Their lifelong commitment to each other and
their family truly embodies lowa’s values. As
the years pass, may their love continue to
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