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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

ZIKA VECTOR CONTROL ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 24, 2016

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise in opposition to H.R. 897, the
so-called “Zika Vector Control Act.”

This legislation, which has appeared four
times before this chamber in the past two
years, in no way addresses the serious mos-
quito control or Zika virus concerns con-
fronting communities | have the honor of rep-
resenting in Houston and Harris County,
Texas.

Instead, this bill would create a loophole in
the Clean Water Act to exempt pesticide
spraying from current permitting requirements
that most mosquito control districts and state
agencies already have, including Harris Coun-
ty Public Health & Environmental Services.

| hosted an event with my colleague, Con-
gressman AL GREEN, last Friday at El Centro
de Corazon health clinic in Houston’s East
End, where we urged Congress to fully fund
the Administration’s request for $1.9 billion in
emergency funding to combat Zika. Houston
and Harris County are particularly exposed to
Zika due to our region’s climate, many bay-
ous, and the presence of the Aedes mosquito
species, the carrier of the Zika virus.

For the people of Houston and Harris Coun-
ty, this emergency finding is essential to pro-
tect our nation’s fourth largest city from a Zika
outbreak that has devastated countless com-
munities in Latin America.

| urge the House Majority to abstain from
using the fears over Zika as a Trojan horse for
legislation that will create unnecessary loop-
holes in our environmental laws, and to bring
to the floor H.R. 5044, emergency appropria-
tions for $1.9 billion to combat Zika, for a vote
as soon as possible.

—————

TSCA MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 24, 2016

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | am unable to vote on H.R. 2576,
the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for
the 21st Century Act, on May 24, 2016. | plan
to vote on H.R. 2576, and | will vote aye.

| strongly support the sensible regulation of
toxic chemicals. Under the current Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency is extremely limited when regu-
lating toxic chemicals, as the bill has not been
significantly updated since its enactment in
1976. The Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical
Safety for the 21st Century Act will greatly in-
crease the scope and authority of the EPA to
identify and regulate harmful chemicals.

The legislation passed will subject all new
and existing chemicals to an EPA review and
will further protect the American people by
strengthening transparency by requiring EPA
to provide the public with more information
about toxic chemicals. This legislation also
provides EPA with the authority to restrict the
use of chemical substances which put the
public and our environment at unreasonable
risk.

Congress has the responsibility to protect
the health and safety of all Americans. This
legislation will improve current law and ad-
vance our efforts in protecting every American
from harmful toxic chemicals.

————

TSCA MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 24, 2016

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, the House
Amendment to the Senate Amendment to H.R.
2576, the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical
Safety for the 21st Century Act, specifies that
the Administrator, in selecting among prohibi-
tions and other restrictions for chemical sub-
stances that present an unreasonable risk of
injury to health or the environment, shall con-
sider an evaluation of alternative substances.
In evaluating alterative substances, the Admin-
istrator, “shall consider, to the extent prac-
ticable, whether technically and economically
feasible alternatives that benefit health or the
environment, compared to the use so pro-
posed to be prohibited or restricted, will be
reasonably available as a substitute when the
proposed prohibition or other restriction takes
effect.”

Additionally, the Administrator may grant an
exemption from a prohibition or other restric-
tion on a chemical substance if the “specific
condition of use is a critical or essential use
for which no technically and economically fea-
sible safer alternative is available, taking into
consideration hazard and exposure.”

A technically feasible alternative substance
is intended to mean a chemical for which: the
technical knowledge, equipment, materials,
and other resources available in the market-
place are expected to be sufficient to develop
and implement the alternative, and to meet
consumer demand after a phase-in period; the
product that contains the alternative substance
can continue to comply with all applicable
legal requirements; the product that contains
the alternative substance can continue to com-
ply with all applicable safety standards and
regulatory approval or certification require-
ments applicable to the product; and, the con-
sumer accepts the product as made with the
alternative substance.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on May
23, 2016, on Roll Call Number 229 on the Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as
Amended, H.R. 4889, Kelsey Smith Act, | am
not recorded. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA on the Motion to Suspend the
Rules and Pass, As Amended, H.R. 4889.

On May 23, 2016, on Roll Call Number 230
on the Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Pass, as Amended, H.R. 3998, Securing Ac-
cess to Networks in Disasters Act, | am not re-
corded. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA on the Motion to Suspend the
Rules and Pass, as Amended, H.R. 3998.

———

TAIWANESE ELECTION AND
INAUGURATION

HON. DINA TITUS

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, as a longtime
friend of Taiwan, | rise to congratulate the
country’s people on their recent presidential
elections and President-elect Tsai Ing-wen on
her victory. A respected leader in trade and
national security, the country’s first-ever fe-
male president, Tsai Ing-wen, is setting a
great example for governments around the
globe.

The people of Taiwan should be proud of
their strong democratic institutions, freedom of
expression, and open elections. This joint ap-
preciation and application of democracy have
brought our two countries together.

We have been fortunate to work hand-in-
hand on many critical issues. One example is
Congress’ recent effort to expand the Visa
Waiver Program so citizens of Taiwan and the
United States can travel freely between both
countries. These visits allow for increased
economic cooperation between our govern-
ments, the exchange of ideas and culture, and
the development of long-lasting relationships.

| am proud to represent a large and thriving
Taiwanese-American population living in Las
Vegas and my congressional district, where
they have made valuable contributions to our
culture, economy, and society.

Again, | send my best wishes to President-
elect Tsai and the people of Taiwan as you
celebrate her history-making inauguration and
look forward to working with you all as we
grow our democratic partnership. | hope you
will visit us soon, either in Las Vegas or
Washington, D.C.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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HONORING BOB OPSAHL

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
my pleasure to recognize the service of Bob
Opsahl, the early evening news anchor for
Cox Media Group Orlando’s Channel 9 Eye-
witness News. After nearly 38 years of faithful
work with the television station, Bob Opsahl
will be retiring this week.

In 1978, Bob joined the WFTV Eyewitness
News Team as a general assignment reporter,
and began anchoring on the weekends in
1980. Since then, Bob Opsahl has become a
familiar face as a trusted and consistent
evening newscast anchor in Central Florida.

After serving four years in the U.S. Navy,
Bob graduated from the University of Central
Florida in 1976 with a major in Radio and Tel-
evision Communications. Opsahl later re-
ceived the Distinguished Alumnus Award from
his alma mater, and has been widely recog-
nized for his community involvement, specific
attention to special needs children, and excel-
lence in journalism and reporting.

Through the decades, Bob Opsahl covered
many major events such as the Challenger
and Columbia space shuttle tragedies, Hurri-
cane Andrew’s impact in South Florida, the in-
auguration of President George H.W. Bush,
the 2000 Florida recount, and the Casey An-
thony Trial. Bob Opsahl has been a reliable
familiar and trusted news source, relaying it
with clarity and heart. Bob will be missed in
Central Florida.

HONORING WADE CLARK ROOF
HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Wade Clark Roof, who is retiring as
the Director of the Walter H. Capps Center at
the University of California at Santa Barbara.

Wade has had a distinguished career as a
leader, educator, and colleague on California’s
central coast and exemplifies the qualities of a
true academic. Wade graduated from Wofford
University in 1961 magna cum laude and Phi
Beta Kappa. Having formed an interest in
theological studies and religion, Wade moved
to New Haven, Connecticut where he studied
at Yale University, receiving his Master of Di-
vinity degree in 1964, before earning a Ph.D.
in Sociology at the University of North Caro-
lina in 1971.

Following the completion of his doctorate,
Wade accepted a professorship at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, Amherst where he
taught research methods for studying religion,
religious pluralism, and religion and society. In
1989, Wade moved to the University of Cali-
fornia at Santa Barbara (UCSB), where he
was named the Rowny Professor of Religion
and Society. He has been an irreplaceable
part of the UCSB community ever since.

Wade is a gifted educator who constantly
challenges his students to reflect on the
changing roles of religion in society and ana-
lyze how changes in religion, faith, and spiritu-
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ality have affected how we define ourselves as
Americans. He is also a prolific author.
Throughout his academic career Wade has
produced many works of scholarship, including
17 books and edited collections, 88 journal ar-
ticles and book chapters, and dozens of news-
paper editorials. In addition, he has provided
professional commentary for various media
outlets including Time, Newsweek, New York
Times, Washington Post, and the LA Times.

It is also important to note that Wade is a
trusted colleague and friend, something | have
experienced firsthand. Wade worked with my
husband Walter in the Department of Reli-
gious Studies at UCSB. After Walter's pass-
ing, Wade raised $2 million in matching funds
to establish the Walter H. Capps Center for
the Study of Ethics, Religion, and Public Life
at UCSB. Serving as the center’s founding di-
rector from 2002 to 2016, Wade has dem-
onstrated an unwavering commitment to the
center's mission: “the belief that public dia-
logue and an informed and engaged citizenry
are vital to democratic society.” He is a dear
friend, and | am so grateful for his indispen-
sable contributions to honor Walter's legacy
through the Capps Center and their innovative
programming.

Wade has announced his retirement and will
be starting a new chapter. He can do so
knowing that his work and influence have
been immeasurable and will continue to have
an effect on his students and the entire UCSB
community for many years to come.

| am pleased to celebrate Wade’s countless
achievements and | would like to express my
utmost gratitude for his service to his students
and community. | wish him nothing but contin-
ued success in his retirement.

———

HONORING THE ALICE HIGH
SCHOOL ACADEMIC DECATHLON
TEAM

HON. FILEMON VELA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and congratulate the Alice, Texas High
School Academic Decathlon Team for winning
the state title. After countless hours of study-
ing and preparation, their record-breaking per-
formance demonstrates the remarkable talent
and dedication of these bright students.

The Alice team is the first Title 1 school—
one with a disproportionate number of stu-
dents from low-income families—to win an
Academic Decathlon at any level in Texas.
They defeated 29 other qualifying schools to
claim the state championship. After 14 con-
secutive regional titles won by Alice teams,
this year's squad shattered the previous 5A
state record by scoring 50,292 points in the
competition. Alice High School is one of only
eight institutions to score above 50,000 points
in the 30-year history of the Texas Academic
Decathlon.

| also want to recognize the coaches, teach-
ers, parents, school administrators, and every-
one who has helped in developing the minds
of these champions. Their support, and that of
other role models, has contributed greatly to
the past decade and a half of success at Alice
High School.

Success in Academic Decathlon competi-
tions requires levels of commitment and prep-
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aration that go well beyond what is asked of
a typical high schooler. Each round consists of
ten events, including a seven-minute interview,
an essay, two speeches, and comprehensive
written exams in subjects from music to lit-
erature to economics. Not only did these Alice
students outperform the competition, they did
so with fewer resources and advantages than
many of their opponents.

| commend these students for studying
many hours each week to prepare for the
State Academic Decathlon competition, and
for bringing home the top prize. The future
could hardly be brighter for each of them. |
rise today to share my congratulations and ap-
plaud their efforts.

———

CELEBRATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF BETHANY UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

HON. CHARLES W. DENT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor and
a privilege to bring to the House’s attention
the 125th Anniversary of the Bethany United
Church of Christ located in Bethlehem, Penn-
sylvania, and to offer congratulations to the
congregation.

Bethany UCC, located at the corner of 5th
Avenue and West Market Street in Bethlehem,
was originally founded in order to provide a
conveniently located place of worship for the
western portion of Bethlehem that would help
alleviate the over-crowding at the First Re-
formed Church of Christ in the City.

One hundred twenty five years later, Beth-
any UCC continues to thrive with an engaged
congregation who immerse themselves in their
community to aid and enrich the lives of oth-
ers through service, fellowship, and music.

My heartfelt congratulations are extended to
the members of the Bethany United Church of
Christ on this 125th Anniversary. | believe |
speak on behalf of the community when |
thank them for their efforts on behalf of the
people of the Lehigh Valley.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House to join me in
offering well wishes and congratulations to the
men and women of Bethlehem’s Bethany
United Church of Christ. May the next 125
years foster additional congregational growth
and provide further opportunities for continued
service and fellowship within the Bethlehem
community.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF HELENE M.
WHITAKER FOR THIRTY-ONE
YEARS OF SERVICE TO NORTH-
AMPTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Helene M. Whitaker, vice presi-
dent for administrative affairs at Northampton
Community College, where she is responsible
for government relations, planning, institutional
research, human resources, and labor rela-
tions.
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Few people have had as significant an im-
pact on Northampton’s outreach to students
and the community as Helene. She has
worked with state legislators from the Lehigh
Valley to support the conversion of the former
Bethlehem Steel plant offices into the Fowler
Family Southside Center—a hub of education
and workforce development to which tens of
thousands of people flock each year. She also
was instrumental in garnering public funding
critical to the construction of a new campus to
serve citizens of Monroe County.

Highly respected both on campus and off,
she is the recipient of numerous awards, in-
cluding the Athena Award presented by the
Bethlehem Chamber of Commerce, the Out-
standing Woman of the Year Award presented
by the Bethlehem YWCA, the Women'’s Lead-
ership Award presented by the Allentown
YWCA, the Woman of Distinction Award pre-
sented by the Great Valley Girl Scouts, the
Courageous Woman of the Year Award pre-
sented by Lehigh Valley Hospital, the Alumnae
Award and Associates Award from Cedar
Crest College, and the Pennsylvanians with
Disabilities Award. She was named a “Mover
and Shaper” by Lehigh Valley Magazine and
an honorary alumna by the NCC Alumni Asso-
ciation. Last, but certainly not least, she was
a national finalist in the White House Fellows
Program.

Her commitment to improving the quality of
life in the community is reflected in her current
or past service on the Lehigh Valley Planning
Commission, the City of Bethlehem Zoning
Board, and the boards of ArtsQuest,
Musikfest, the Banana Factory, the Fine Arts
Commission, the Northampton County Devel-
opment Corporation, the Northampton County
Open Space Advisory Board, Cedar Crest Col-
lege, Northampton County United Way, Turn-
ing Point of the Lehigh Valley, and the former
Allentown State Hospital.

Helene earned a master’s in public adminis-
tration at Lehigh University, a master of arts in
government at Villanova University, and a
bachelor of arts at Cedar Crest College. Prior
to joining the staff at Northampton Community
College in 1985, she was a community and
government affairs representative in the public
affairs department at Bethlehem Steel Cor-
poration. | wish her well in her retirement—it
is certainly well-earned.

————

IN HONOR OF ALL AMERICAN
WEEK AT FORT BRAGG

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of All American Week at Fort Bragg, the
epicenter of the universe. This week recog-
nizes the 82nd Airborne Division stationed at
Fort Bragg which will be celebrating their 99th
Anniversary this summer.

To kick off the week, more than 15,000
paratroopers participated in a four mile run led
by Maj. Gen. Richard D. Clarke, who is the
82nd Airborne Division’s commanding general.
They were joined by dozens of veterans who
cheered on the participants from the sidelines.
This year’'s event was particularly special be-
cause of the large number of paratroopers
who were able to attend. However, we re-
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member and celebrate the approximately
3,000 paratroopers that are currently deployed
around the world and were unable to partici-
pate.

During All American Week, paratroopers
and veterans will be joined by their loved ones
in a week full of events that celebrate the rich
history and legacy of the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion; ranging from picnics and reunions to a
memorial ceremony remembering those who
have made the ultimate sacrifice for their
country.

Our men and women in uniform reflect the
best our nation has to offer and events like
these are an important way to honor their
commitment. The paratroopers of the 82nd
Airborne Division are the tip of the spear and
maintain a constant state of readiness, able to
be deployed in a moment’s notice to defend
our nation. | am eternally grateful for the sac-
rifice of these brave patriots and am honored
to serve them in Congress.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in cele-
brating All American Week at Fort Bragg hon-
oring the 82nd Airborne Division.

OPIOID BILLS PACKAGE

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of the package of opioid bills consid-
ered by the House this week, which is a com-
prehensive approach that aims to address the
country’s opioid crisis.

America is experiencing an opioid addiction
epidemic that is striking people of all incomes,
races, and backgrounds. Every day, 78 Ameri-
cans die from an opioid overdose—this is un-
acceptable. The urgency of this public health
epidemic is clear and this legislation is an im-
portant first step to addressing this crisis.

This package includes a number of impor-
tant measures, including a provision to expand
the availability of nalaxone and other overdose
reversal drugs. It also encourages criminal jus-
tice agencies to integrate and sustain Medica-
tion-Assisted Treatment (MAT) programs. An-
other notable provision creates an inter-agen-
cy task force that encourages collaboration
among the many agencies that come in con-
tact with addicts—pertaining to criminal justice,
mental health, substance abuse, and veteran
affairs—and promotes a holistic approach to
dealing with the crisis.

While the package includes these important
bipartisan provisions, | am deeply concerned
that Congressional Republicans refused to
allow a vote on a provision to provide the re-
sources necessary to support this new strat-
egy. Congressman JOE COURTNEY offered an
amendment to provide an additional $600 mil-
lion, which is also the President’s request, in
emergency funds. Sadly, it was rejected by all
voting House Republicans from being consid-
ered on the floor. The funding would provide
necessary resources to meaningfully address
the increasing tragedy of this crisis. Our states
and districts urgently need funding now.

Despite these shortcomings, | support this
legislation as a step in the right direction. In
the coming weeks, | urge Republicans to work
on a bipartisan basis to provide the emer-
gency funding necessary to fully confront this
crisis.
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WELCOMING JUSTIN McCELWEE TO
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | ask the United
States House of Representatives to join me in
welcoming my  constituent, Mr.  Justin
McElwee, to Congressional Foster Youth
Shadow Day.

Today, | am honored to be joined by Justin
McElwee, who is shadowing me as part of the
2016 Congressional Foster Youth Day.
Throughout his time with me, | have had the
opportunity to learn more about Justin and he
has had the opportunity to learn more about
my work in Congress.

Justin is a remarkable young man who has
dedicated himself to the work of fighting for a
better future for young individuals in poverty
and those in foster care. Justin is studying
international relations with the hope of working
with international organizations who battle for
the downtrodden in the United States and
around the world. Justin’s commitment to
serve his fellow man, especially young individ-
uals like himself, is commendable. | am hon-
ored to have had the opportunity to meet such
a remarkable young individual. Justin is living
proof that the circumstances of youth can be
used to help shape a brilliant future.

Foster Youth Shadow Day, launched in
2011, provides Members of Congress the op-
portunity to meet foster youth in order to dis-
cuss and develop policy recommendations to
strengthen the child welfare system and im-
prove the overall well-being of youth and fami-
lies throughout the United States. It has been
an honor to take part in this program

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, | applaud Mr. Justin
McElwee for his dedication to serve those in
his community and commitment to helping
young individuals like him to build a bright fu-
ture.

———

PEARLAND ISD EMPLOYEES OF
THE YEAR

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the following Principals of
Pearland Independent School District for being
named Employee of the Year.

Each school year, principals, teachers and
staff members are recognized by the school
district with various awards as a reflection of
their hard work and dedication to their stu-
dents and the school as a whole. This year
five employees were awarded with the title
“Employee of the Year”: Cindy Brown from
the Education Support Center, Sharon Harper
from the Food Service, Charlie Saenz from
Maintenance, Laura Aguilar from Operations,
and Abel Garza from Transportation. These
employees go above and beyond to support
the students and faculty in Pearland and we
thank them for their exceptional service.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to these dedicated Pearland ISD staff mem-
bers for being named Employees of the Year.
We thank them for all that they do.
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IN HONOR OF AMBASSADOR F.
HADYN WILLIAMS

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of my dear friends of the WWII Memo-
rial.

It is with deepest sympathy | am unable to
attend the Celebration of Life Ceremony to
honor Ambassador Hadyn Williams, a cham-
pion of liberty’s legacy. With this regret, | send
a few words to remember Ambassador Wil-
liams and all he did to create the centerpiece
Memorial, which preserves rightful attention to
the greatest generation.

Ambassador F. Hadyn Williams had a long
and distinguished career in international de-
velopment, diplomacy and public service,
one that demonstrated a lifetime of integ-
rity and a duty to country, which left a last-
ing legacy for future generations.

I had the honor to work closely with Am-
bassador Williams. Together, we along with
other great champions implemented the idea
of honoring the 16 million brave and dedi-
cated men and women who served in World
War II—over 400,000 of whom never came
home to their loved ones—with a glorious
memorial on the National Mall—America’s
front yard—between the Lincoln Memorial
and the Washington Monument. The five
million people who visit the World War II
Memorial every year owe a small debt of
gratitude for Ambassador Williams’ role in
this tribute.

Ambassador Williams had a remarkable
lifetime of achievements—with service in
World War II; in academia at the University
of California, Berkeley and Tufts University,
as a student and then as a professor and ad-
ministrator; as a public servant, serving as a
deputy assistant secretary in the Defense
Department under both Presidents Eisen-
hower and Kennedy; as a diplomat as the
longest-serving President of the Asia Foun-
dation; and as Chairman of the American
Battle Monuments Commission’s World War
IT Memorial Committee.

Ambassador Williams will be remembered
for his service and devotion to others, his vi-
sion, his commitment, and his contribution
to honor our World War II veterans and to
preserve this lasting memory.

Ambassador Williams’ memory will live on
through the fruits of his achievements.

HONORING TERESA LEAL
HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and memory of Teresa Leal, a
passionate historian and activist and curator of
the Pimeria Alta Historical Society Museum.
Teresa passed away on May 1, 2016 in
Nogales, Arizona at the place dearest to her,
the museum at which she proudly worked for
over 20 years.

Teresa’s roots are every bit as eclectic as
our nation as a whole, with lineage tracing
back to Mexican, Chinese and Opata native
ancestors. Born in Navojoa, Sonora, she was
raised in Tucson, Arizona, and attended Cat-
alina High School. Teresa was only sixteen

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

years old when she joined the United Farm
Workers to educate female cotton workers on
the risks they faced at their jobs. As a young
girl, her mother, Isabel Leal, was a chef to the
United States Ambassador to the court of St.
James in Great Britain, Lewis Douglas, who
later became Teresa’s friend and mentor.
Growing up, Teresa was fortunate to meet im-
portant figures in the reconstruction of the
post-World War Il world like John McCloy, the
postwar High Commissioner of Germany. After
graduation she enrolled at the University of
San Carlos in Guatemala where she studied
social anthropology. Teresa later came back
to Nogales, Sonora where she spent the rest
of her life.

In 1986, Teresa founded the women’s group
known as Proyecto Comadres, where she ad-
dressed labor, environmental, and civil rights
issues concerning women who labored at the
“magquiladoras” in Nogales, Sonora. As the
group’s membership grew they expanded their
efforts to include women who faced domestic
violence and economic or family struggles. At
the same time she served as a substitute
teacher in Mexico. Teresa also worked with
the Binational Health Council to examine
health issues affecting both sides of the
Nogales border, as well as the nongovern-
mental organization Gente de litoi in Sonora,
where she ftrained indigenous women as
health educators throughout the Yaqui, Seri
and Tohono tribes. Teresa was the grantee re-
cipient from the Southwest Network for Envi-
ronmental and Economic Justice and also a
member of the National Advisory Council for
the North American Commission for Environ-
mental Cooperation.

Teresa was also a freelance journalist,
working with La Voz Del Norte newspaper in
Sonora from 1984-1989 and the Nogales
International Newspaper, among several other
publications. Teresa ended her career as the
curator of Pimeria Alta Historical Society Mu-
seum, where family, friends, and colleagues
remembered her as a selfless person com-
mitted to keeping local history alive.

Southern Arizona and the borderlands will
miss Teresa Leal's passion, sense of justice,
and love of her community. Teresa leaves a
living legacy of leadership, empowerment, and
a commitment to social and economic justice.
This legacy will continue to make all of us bet-
ter and our community a better place.

————

HONORING RAY SCARPELLI & RAY
CHEVROLET

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ray Chevrolet and their President, Ray
Scarpelli, who are celebrating their 25th Anni-
versary of doing business in Fox Lake.

Starting with a small inventory of cars in
1991, Ray Chevrolet now has over 130 em-
ployees and is one of the top-selling auto
dealerships in lllinois. They have won numer-
ous customer service awards, including the
2016 Customer Satisfaction Award from
DealerRater, a dealer review website.

Part of the success of their business has
been the dealership’s commitment to give
back to the community. Each year, Ray Chev-
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rolet partners with the USO of lllinois to put on
a BBAQ for the Troops event to thank our local
service members and their families. | am
proud to have been able to join Ray and his
team for this program. Since 1991, they have
also been supporting area high schools and
new drivers by donating cars to their driver's
education departments.

Ray has attributed Ray Chevrolet's success
to their dedication to treating customers with
respect, “the way you'd like to be treated.”
Their 25 years in business proves what small
business owners across the 10th Congres-
sional District of lllinois know to be true: cus-
tomers stay loyal when you treat them with re-
spect.

Mr. Speaker, | offer my sincere thanks to
Ray, and the Ray Chevrolet team, for all they
do for our local economy and our community.

—————

IN HONOR OF LANCE CORPORAL
RICHARD PEREZ

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to honor an American hero, Lance Cor-
poral Richard G. Perez.

Lance Corporal Richard G. Perez, a con-
stituent of the 29th District recently passed
away on April 29th, 2016. | have had the
pleasure of knowing Mr. Perez for many years
now and am familiar with his courageous ac-
tions during the Vietham War.

On the afternoon of February 7, 1967 Lance
Corporal Perez’s patrol was suddenly attacked
by approximately 30 Viet Cong using gre-
nades and small arms fire.

During the attack, Lance Corporal Perez
took extraordinarily courageous action to stop
the enemy threat against the left flank where
he received several abdominal gunshot
wounds. Despite his wounds he continued to
fight on and encouraged his fellow marines to
stop the attack.

His heroic actions on that day were an in-
spiration to all who observed him and were in
keeping with the highest traditions of the
United States Marine Corps and United States
Naval Service.

Lance Corporal Perez was awarded the
Bronze Star for his actions on that day.

| offer my condolences to the family and
friends of Richard Perez, his wife of 43 years
Betty Jean Perez, his children Richard Jr.,
Carolina and Eloy and | offer the thanks of a
grateful nation.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE IMPOR-
TANCE OF BUILDING ENERGY
CODES AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
highlight the importance of building energy
codes. As a member of the High Performance
Building Caucus, | recognize the need to pur-
sue cost effective means to promote energy
efficiency.
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American homes and commercial buildings
consume 71 percent of our nation’s electricity,
54 percent of its natural gas, and 42 percent
of all its energy. The model residential and
commercial building energy codes developed
by the International Code Council and
ASHRAE, the American Society of Heating,
Refrigerating, and Air-Conditioning Engineers,
have the potential to benefit both consumers
and the environment. The Department of En-
ergy’s Building Energy Codes Program partici-
pates in this process by researching, further
developing, and implementing these codes. A
study of this program by the Pacific Northwest
National Laboratory found that model energy
codes saved consumers roughly $44 billion
and cut greenhouse gas emissions by nearly
3.9 billion metric tons over the past 20 years.
In addition, the energy efficiency gained by
updating building energy codes stands to sta-
bilize the U.S. demand for electricity and de-
crease the need to construct more power
plants.

The economic and environmental benefits of
model building codes are also appreciated by
homebuyers. According to a 2013 survey con-
ducted by the National Association of Home
Builders, 9 out of 10 Americans will pay 2 to
3 percent more for a new home with energy
efficient features. Homeowners understand
that having an energy efficient home reduces
monthly utility bills and provides long-lasting
savings. Additionally, many homebuyers are
aware that energy efficient features make their
homes quieter and more comfortable, while
also raising their resale values.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear from all of the bene-
fits gained from building energy codes that we
should continue to support upgrading model
codes, adopting the codes in state and local
jurisdictions, and improving compliance. This
will save Americans money, contribute to our
nation’s energy security, and help protect our
environment.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF NEPTUNE HOSE
COMPANY NO. 1

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Long Branch Fire Depart-
ment’s Neptune Hose Company No. 1 on the
150th anniversary of its founding. Neptune
Hose Company No. 1 continues to live up to
its motto “Semper Paratus” (“Always Ready”)
to ensure the safety of Long Branch residents
and its dedication is truly deserving of this
body’s recognition.

The first organized fire company in Mon-
mouth County, Neptune Hose Company No. 1,
originally known as the Neptune Hook and
Ladder Company No. 1, was founded by Dr.
James O. Green in 1866. The name was
changed in September 1877 to reflect Long
Branch’s new public water system and fire hy-
drants. Initially maintained by share and stock
holders, the company chartered as Neptune
Hose Company No. 1 on November 10, 1877.
Over the years, the company was housed at
different locations, finally settling at its current
property in January 1906. It underwent ren-
ovations from 1974 until 1975 to update and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

expand the structure and again in 2007 to re-
pair and restore the second floor.

Neptune Hose Company No. 1 was one of
the three fire companies, along with Oceanic
Fire Engine Company No. 1 and the Atlantic
Fire Engine and Hook and Ladder Company
No. 2, to organize the Long Branch Fire De-
partment on November 2, 1878. Since the in-
ception of the department, sixteen members of
Neptune Hose Company No. 1 have served
as Chief.

Mr. Speaker, | sincerely hope my colleagues
will join me in recognizing the 150th anniver-
sary of Neptune Hose Company No. 1 and
thanking its members for upholding the duty to
serve and protect the community.

——————

GORDON CENTRAL MARCHING
BAND

HON. TOM GRAVES

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Gordon Central High
School Blue Wave Marching Band on being
selected to perform in the 2016 National Me-
morial Day Parade.

The Blue Wave Marching Band was estab-
lished in 1985 and has a long tradition of su-
perior performances which have taken them
all across our great country.

This year the Blue Wave Band will be
marching in honor of Lance Corporal Cody
Kristopher Warren, a saxophone player and
drum major for the Blue Wave Band who
joined the Marines upon graduation.

In 2006, Cody made the ultimate sacrifice
for his country while serving in Iraq.

| am proud and excited that the Blue Wave
Marching Band is performing in his honor in
this year’s National Memorial Day Parade.

| wish them the best of luck as they bring
a piece of Georgia to our nation’s capital.

———

RECOGNIZING ST. PAUL’S UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH’S 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 50th anniversary of St. Paul's
United Methodist Church.

St. Paul's United Methodist Church is cele-
brating 50 years of faithful service to the peo-
ple of the Central Bucks County and War-
rington area. Congratulations. This is a mile-
stone for a church that has at its heart, faith
and spirituality and a mission to fulfill the
needs of all congregants. Devoted church
leaders and pastors have overseen this spir-
itual task throughout St. Paul’s 50-year history
and continue on this same path, today. Since
1966, the church has grown to include more
than one generation of faithful Christian fami-
lies who care about each other and their
neighbors. And for your 50 years of spiritual
guidance, we extend our heartiest congratula-
tions on this Golden Jubilee with sincere wish-
es for continued growth and service in the
coming years.
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PEARLAND ISD PARAPROFES-
SIONALS OF THE YEAR

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the following paraprofessionals of
Pearland Independent School District for being
named Paraprofessionals of the Year.

Each school year, principals, teachers and
staff members are recognized by the school
district with various awards as a reflection of
their hard work and dedication to their stu-
dents and the school as a whole. This year 23
paraprofessionals were awarded with the title
“Paraprofessionals of the Year”: Tara Randall
from Carleston Elementary, Julie Putnam from
Challenger Elementary, Sharleen Escobar
from Cockrell Elementary, Jacob Chavarria
from C.J. Harris Elementary, Laura Lemmon
from Lawhon Elementary, Sherry Schluntz
from Magnolia Elementary, Tara Pitre from
Massey Ranch Elementary, Suzan Kimball
from Rustic Oak Elementary, Kim Phillips from
Shadycrest Elementary, Lawonza Hampton
from Silvercrest Elementary, Mindy Bitner from
Silverlake Elementary, Christine Coleman from
Alexander Middle School, Kenneth Martin II
from Jamison Middle School, Reginald Mitchell
from Rogers Middle School, Aurelia Montes
from Sablatura Middle School, Deborah Cooks
from Berry Miller Junior High, Beth Powell
from Pearland Junior High East, Armando
Torres from Pearland Junior High South,
Maria Salais from Pearland Junior High West,
Rebecca Moreno from Dawson High School,
April Shecterle from Pearland High School,
Jure Mejia from Turner College and Career
High School, and Maria Fogarty from the
PACE Center. These paraprofessionals go
above and beyond to inspire their students
and create a supportive educational environ-
ment. We are grateful for their commitment to
education and providing a safe, inspirational
learning environment for our students.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to these dedicated Pearland paraprofessionals
for being named Paraprofessionals of the
Year. We thank them for all that they do.

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION CON-
DEMNING THE DOG MEAT FES-
TIVAL IN  YULIN, GUANGXI
ZHUANG AUTONOMOUS REGION,
CHINA, AND URGING THE CHI-
NESE GOVERNMENT TO END THE
DOG MEAT TRADE

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a very important resolution con-
demning the dog meat festival in Yulin,
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, China,
and urging the Chinese Government to end
their dog meat trade.

The Dog Meat Festival begins on June 21st.
More than 10,000 dogs are reported to be
captured, transported in cages under horrific
conditions, and slaughtered every year for this
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Dog Meat festival, for human consumption,
which poses a risk to human health by expos-
ing people to a multitude of diseases, includ-
ing rabies and cholera. In addition, more than
10 million dogs are killed annually in China for
the dog meat trade. This festival epitomizes
the cruelty of the industry. Many of these dogs
are stolen from their owners and are still wear-
ing their collars when they reach the slaugh-
terhouses. Many die during transport to the
slaughterhouses after days or weeks without
food or water, and others suffer illness and in-
jury during transport, such as broken bones.

The festival takes place in residential areas
and public marketplaces, imposing scenes of
extreme animal cruelty on local residents, in-
cluding young children who may, as a result,
suffer psychological trauma and desensitiza-
tion. It is a spectacle of extreme animal cruelty
for commercial purposes. This practice, in my
opinion, is completely unacceptable, and can
be stopped by the diligent efforts of members
of the Chinese government.

Tens of millions of people around the world
have called upon the Government of China,
the Governor of the Guangxi Autonomous Re-
gion, and the Mayor of Yulin to officially end
the Dog Meat Festival and stop the mass
slaughter of dogs all year round in Yulin. In
addition, it is often wrongly assumed to be a
Chinese tradition, however, the majority of
people in China do not consume dog meat
and dog meat is not a part of mainstream Chi-
nese culinary practice. Millions of Chinese citi-
zens recently voted in support of a legislative
proposal by Zhen Xiaohe, a deputy to the Na-
tional People’s Congress of China, to ban the
dog meat trade. Alongside these voices, |
have already written a letter to the Chairman
of the National People’s Congress Standing
Committee urging him to draft legislation to
prohibit this festival from taking place ever
again.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution, and sincerely hope that
the House Republican Leadership will bring
this critically important measure to the floor
without delay.

———

LIVING IN A WORLD OF MAKE
BELIEVE

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the VA is
not the “Happiest Place on Earth.” It is not
Disneyland, and our veterans are not living in
a world of make-believe. Secretary McDonald
should be ashamed of himself for belittling our
veterans. Dying in line waiting for medical
services is not the same as waiting for Mickey
Mouse.

Disneyland wait times are a matter of
hours—not months. Reports find that nearly
half of vets never see a doctor because of fail-
ure of VA staff to schedule an appointment.
The VA owes our veterans an apology. Vet-
erans should be allowed to get vouchers for
private physicians.

Next week we observe Memorial Day—hon-
oring our warriors who died for America. We
also will honor those who fought in faraway-
distant lands just to come home and be a cas-
ualty of the VA’s incompetence.
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Secretary McDonald should be replaced
with someone who respects America’s heroes
and ensures that no one else dies in line wait-
ing for care at the fault of the VA.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

PHELAN RESIDENT NATHANIEL
STOCKS RECEIVES AWARD FOR
BRAVERY

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Nathaniel Stocks of Phelan, California.
On Friday, May 13, 2016, Nathaniel was
awarded the “Hope and Courage Award” from
the Fire & Burn Foundation.

Nathaniel was selected to receive this
award because of his heroic actions during the
early morning hours of November 7, 2015. A
fire started in his bedroom and awoke five-
year-old Nathaniel from his sleep. Fearing for
the safety of his grandmother, young Nathan-
iel crawled below the smoke to her bedroom
and alerted her. Both Nathaniel and his grand-
mother escaped from the home without injury.

The San Bernardino County Fire Depart-
ment also deserves recognition for their role
during this incident. Just two days prior to the
fire, Nathaniel attended a school tour of Coun-
ty Fire Station 10 where the students were
given fire safety lessons. Without a doubt, the
firefighters at Station 10 gave Nathaniel the
knowledge and skills necessary to ensure this
positive outcome.

| would like to congratulate Nathaniel Stocks
for this momentous achievement. It is an
honor to represent you in the United States
House of Representatives.

———

HONORING ROBERT AND ELLEN
MULFORD

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Robert & Ellen Mulford of Versailles,
Indiana, and celebrate the 30th anniversary of
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).

Dr. Robert and Ellen Mulford have enrolled
over 238 acres into six different CRP practices
that focused on wildlife habitat and environ-
mental preservation by creating wetlands and
planting trees.

CRP is an important program that helps pre-
serve wild life habitats by reducing soil erosion
and encouraging the planting of native species
that will improve environmental quality. In five
years, with the help of CRP, Robert and Ellen
Mulford have been able to completely change
the landscape of their farm. The Mulfords plan
to continue to showcase and improve the Ca-
pability Farm as a commitment to nature and
hope to share it in as many different ways as
possible.

As the CRP marks this important milestone,
| ask the entire 6th Congressional District to
join me in congratulating Robert & Ellen
Mulford. We can all appreciate and learn from
their deep commitment to the environment and
their community.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF SHERIFF
J.B. ROBERTS

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Sheriff J.B. Rob-
erts who served the people of Cabarrus Coun-
ty, North Carolina from 1956 to 1982. He
passed away on Monday, May 9, 2016 after
complications from an injury he sustained
while working on the family farm. We send our
prayers and sincerest condolences to his en-
tire family as they celebrate the life of this ex-
traordinary man.

Except for his time at Mars Hill College and
a stint in the Navy during WWII, Sheriff Rob-
erts spent his entire life living and working on
his farm in Midland, NC. During the war, he
served his nation on the U.S.S. Yorktown as
a trainer on one of the ship’s five-inch guns.
Roberts’ service took him to several major en-
gagements in the Pacific theater including the
Battle of Coral Sea and the Battle of Midway
where he spent several hours in the water be-
fore his rescue when the Yorktown was sunk.

As Sheriff of Cabarrus County, Roberts
earned the respect of everyone he worked
with. Never one to sweat the little things, he
was known as a selfless, humble, and incred-
ibly hardworking man. He continued to serve
as a mentor and role model for the next gen-
eration of public servants even after his retire-
ment. Almost everyone that knew Sheriff Rob-
erts could share a story of how he impacted
their life in one way or another. You would be
hard pressed to find a man who was more ad-
mired by the people he served than Sheriff
Roberts.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in com-
memorating the life of Sheriff J.B. Roberts for
his service to God, country and his commu-
nity.

———————

PEARLAND ISD CAMPUS GLENDA
DAWSON FIRST-YEAR TEACHERS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the following teachers of
Pearland Independent School District for being
named Campus Glenda Dawson Teachers of
the Year.

Each school year, principals, teachers and
staff members are recognized by the school
district with various awards as a reflection of
their hard work and dedication to their stu-
dents and the school as a whole. This year 20
teachers were awarded with the title “Campus
Glenda Dawson Teachers of the Year”:
Elandrea McMillan from Carleston Elementary,
Caitlin Walsh from Challenger Elementary,
Page Madison from Cockrell Elementary, Holly
Martinez from C.J. Harris Elementary,
KellyAnn Walker from Lawhon Elementary, Jo-
anna Kelley from Magnolia Elementary, Aman-
da Delgado from Massey Ranch Elementary,
Jennifer Rayner from Shadycrest Elementary,
Laura Kesseler from Silvercrest Elementary,
Amy Klepper from Silverlake Elementary, Brit-
tany Suarez from Alexander Middle School,
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Charlotte Raggette from Rogers Middle
School, Jessica Stone from Sablatura Middle
School, Carl Coleman from Berry Miller Junior
High, Jennifer Crutcher from Pearland Junior
High East, Katie Bruno from Pearland Junior
High South, John Aleman from Pearland Jun-
ior High West, Daniel Nava from Dawson High
School, Brittany Doyle from Pearland High
School, and John D. Robinson from Turner
College and Career High School. These
teachers go above and beyond to inspire their
students and create a supportive educational
environment. We are grateful for their commit-
ment to education and providing a safe, inspi-
rational learning environment for our students.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to these dedicated Pearland teachers for
being named Campus Glenda Dawson Teach-
ers of the Year. We thank them for all that
they do.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call
No. 235, had | been present, | would have
voted Yea.

On Roll Call No. 237, had | been present,
| would have voted Aye.

On Roll Call No. 238, had | been present,
| would have voted Yea.

———

WELCOMING JAMESHIA SHEPHERD
TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | ask the United
States House of Representatives to join me in

welcoming my constituent, Ms. Jameshia
Shepherd, to Congressional Foster Youth
Shadow Day.

Today, | am honored to be joined by

Jameshia Shepherd, who is shadowing me as
part of the 2016 Congressional Foster Youth
Day. Throughout her time with me, | have had
the opportunity to learn more about Jameshia
and she has had the opportunity to learn more
about my work in Congress.

Jameshia is a remarkable young woman
who has dedicated herself to help enrich the
lives of those who, like her, have grown up in
the foster care system. Like me, Jameshia is
studying social work. She hopes to pursue her
law degree with the intention of eventually
working with juvenile delinquent youth. Using
her experiences as a template for a brighter
future, Jameshia has shown a great dedication
to her fellow community members. | am con-
fident that her passion to impact young lives
will prove to be a determining factor in the fu-
tures of young individuals like her. Her com-
mitment is commendable, and | am honored to
have had the opportunity to meet her.

Foster Youth Shadow Day, launched in
2011, provides Members of Congress the op-
portunity to meet foster youth in order to dis-
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cuss and develop policy recommendations to
strengthen the child welfare system and im-
prove the overall well-being of youth and fami-
lies throughout the United States. It has been
an honor to take part in this program.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, | applaud Ms.
Jameshia Shepherd for her dedication to
serve those in her community and commit-
ment to helping young individuals like her to
build a bright future.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $19,212,492,715,543.24. We've
added $8,585,615,666,630.16 to our debt in 7
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

————

CONGRATULATING CHARLES
SKILES ON HIS RETIREMENT
FROM THE EULESS POLICE DE-
PARTMENT

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Charles ‘Chuck’ Skiles on his
well-earned retirement from the City of Euless,
Texas, Police Department after thirty-two
years of dedicated service.

Charles’ esteemed career began when he
enlisted in the United States Marine Corps in
1977. Stationed in Oceanside, California, he
achieved the rank of Sergeant during his two
tours and was granted a reserve commission
with the Oceanside Police Department. In
1983, after receiving an honorable discharge
from the Marine Corps, Charles, wishing to
continue his career in law enforcement, joined
the Euless Police Department.

Since joining the department, Charles has
honorably served his community and built a
reputation as a hardworking and respected of-
ficer. In his thirty-two years of service, Charles
has received over 28 police commendations,
recognizing his professionalism and service to
community. Charles has been described as an
excellent detective with outstanding investiga-
tive skills and a dedicated, self-sacrificing po-
lice officer. Charles has been nominated for
the Police Officer of the Year Award, Distin-
guished Service Award, and two Life Saving
Awards.

Charles’ dedication as an officer is apparent
in his pursuit of continued education and
trainings to help provide a better service to his
community. He has completed his basic, inter-
mediate, advanced, and masters police certifi-
cations, as well as over 1,200 hours of police
in-service trainings including Special Weapons
and Tactics, criminal investigation, and crime
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scene investigation. Charles is also a certified
advanced accident investigator and accident
reconstruction specialist.

Charles’ contributions to the law enforce-
ment operations in the City of Euless have
helped to ensure that countless officers have
been adequately trained and prepared for the
challenges they face in their everyday duties
in the police force. His legacy will leave a last-
ing mark on the City of Euless and the Euless
Police Department for many years to come.

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize
the exhaustive efforts Charles has contributed
to the City of Euless. | ask all of my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in recognizing
Charles Skiles and his many years of service.

——————

HONORING MRS. CLARISSA (T.C.)
FREEMAN

HON. ED WHITFIELD

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and legacy of my friend, Mrs.
Clarissa (T.C.) Freeman. T.C. passed away
last Thursday morning after a long, coura-
geous battle. She was a personal friend, but
more importantly, she was a friend to every
man and woman who wears our Nation’s uni-
form. Her dedication to the United States
Army endured throughout her life and her dis-
tinguished record of service to our country has
left a lasting impression on everyone who
knew her.

This point became abundantly clear during
her funeral service over the weekend where
several hundred people came to pay their re-
spects to the woman affectionately known as
“Fort Campbell’s Mom.” Among those was
General Richard A. Cody, former Vice Chief of
Staff of the United States Army and former
Commanding General of the 101st Airborne
Division (Air Assault) and Fort Campbell, who
provided the eulogy. General Cody’s remarks
perfectly captured what made T.C. so special
to us, and with his permission, | share his
words again today:

“As we gather here today to celebrate the
life and the gift of T.C. Freeman, | have the
distinct privilege and honor of putting into
words and trying to capture a very extraor-
dinary human being and how she touched
each and every one of us. As difficult as this
is, | hope my thoughts and words represent
the feelings of so many of you. )

In describing T.C. Freeman many cliches
come to mind, like “one of a kind—a true
force of nature—a friend to all and a stranger
to none—small in stature but larger than life.”
She was those things—but T.C. was anything
but cliché. We will never meet another T.C.
Freeman. She wore many hats, played many
roles—as she championed her many causes;
every one of them having to do with Soldiers,
their families, her beloved 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, the 160th Special Operations Aviation
Regiment, and 5th Special Forces Group. She
was an untiring champion of all of Fort Camp-
bell and we will all feel a little bit lost without
her in our lives.

The list of her accomplishments is signifi-
cant and long—T.C. has been honored here
within the gates of Fort Campbell and this
community—in the Corridors of the Pen-
tagon—and in the Halls of Congress. | believe
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most of you know all of her awards and hon-
ors—but a list of things does not fully define
a person—especially a T.C. Freeman. What
this amazing woman left behind is far greater
than the awards and accolades she received
here on earth. She left a legacy in Genera-
tions of Soldiers and Families—past, present
and future. That is why we all have gathered
here today—many of you traveling great dis-
tances to be here—We are Her Legacy.

T.C. was a devoted wife to Bobby for 55
years, loving him, following him, and sup-
porting him in his Army career, and a devoted
mother to Gil, William, and Robert. A true mili-
tary family with both sons serving and their
daughter, an Army wife. Later T.C. reveled in
the accomplishments of their 3 grand-
children—Clytie, Richard and Sarah. We thank
each of you—her family—for sharing her with
us for all these years.

| first met the Freemans in 1984 . . . Bobby
was still on active duty, the Garrison Com-
mander of the 101st and T.C. was not just any
Army wife, but the epitome of an Army wife.
Like others in her generation, she saw being
a supportive Army wife as a privilege and an
honor that carried with it the responsibility of
passing on the traditions of Army life to the
next generation of wives. As a young major’s
wife, new to the 101st Airborne Division, my
wife Vicki, like so many others, found a role
model in T.C. Freeman. And that was just the
beginning of a long and enduring friendship.

In the early years—As an Army wife to
Bobby—she sent him off to war and welcomed
him home from Viet Nam. Later she would re-
mind us all how important it is to take care of
the Families of our deployed Soldiers and to
give a Hero’s Welcome to our returning Sol-
diers—something that was not done for our
Viet Nam Veterans. T.C. vowed that would not
happen again and was part of the driving force
behind hundreds of Welcome Home Cere-
monies beginning after Desert Storm, con-
tinuing through the 90’s and the Kosovo rota-
tions, and currently the deployments to Iraq
and Afghanistan. At any hour of the day or
night, you would find T.C. at Hangar One talk-
ing to our waiting Families, setting up refresh-
ments, offering advice, encouragement, and
thanks. Once the official ceremony was over
and the Families left the bleachers to embrace
their Soldier, T.C. watched for any Soldier who
did not have someone—she would walk up
and hug that Soldier, saying, “I am T.C. Free-
man—I love you and thank you for your serv-
ice . . . Welcome home!” She was tireless in
her commitment to our returning Soldiers.

Those of us who have known T.C. for dec-
ades have watched her transition and change
with the times . . . from Army wife to Army
mom to a powerful voice for Soldiers and their
families. For the first half of her life she sup-
ported Bobby in his career, but in the second
half, it was Bobby by her side, supporting her
endeavors. What an inspiration for women of
any generation. And through all of the years,
all of the many changes in our Army and Fort
Campbell, T.C. never lost sight of her true
mission in life . . . to make the Army, specifi-
cally Fort Campbell, a better place for every-
one, Soldiers and family members alike. She
opened her home, her arms, and her heart to
each and every one of us. Advocating for Sol-
diers and their families would become T.C.’s
most important role and contribution to our
Army.

By the time we entered this new era and
what is now our Nation’s longest war with un-
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precedented deployments and stress on fami-
lies, T.C.s reach had gone far beyond the
gates of Fort Campbell. As an AUSA Chapter
president and a Civilian Aide to the Secretary
of the Army, T.C. was able to advocate and
reach even more Soldiers and families
throughout our Army. Even with her exhaust-
ing schedule traveling to D.C. and beyond;
she never tired of greeting planeloads of Sol-
diers returning to Campbell Army Airfield.
Often driving to the airfield in the middle of the
night, to greet a plane, she was devout and
steadfast in her loyalty to Soldiers.

The 101st Airborne Division, with all of its
tenant units, was her family. It was obvious to
any and all of us, that she would do anything
for her post. And how great it was for so many
of us to return again and again, knowing that
T.C. and Bobby were always there to welcome
us. | remarked more than once that, First La-
dies of the 101st come and go every 2
years—but T.C. Freeman was the First Lady
of Fort Campbell for life.

One of her many unique qualities was her
ability to relate to anyone; Soldier or 4 star
general. She was as comfortable in the hang-
ar welcoming Soldiers as she was shaking
hands with Senators and Congressmen on
Capitol Hill. And as she mentored Army
spouses, she was not above mentoring and
lecturing commanding generals, to include this
one. | always knew when T.C. began a sen-
tence with Richard, instead of Dick, that | was
about to get a tasking. But | didn’t mind be-
cause her tasking always had to do with a
Soldier or family member who needed help,
had fallen through the cracks, or was getting
a bad deal; it was never for her . . . so how
could | say no? One time after one such
tasking, | was curious and | asked her if she
had already told the Soldier it was a done
deal. She replied, “Of course | did, Richard.
Now you will have to figure out how to get it
done!” | couldn’t help but laugh. She was a
piece of work . . .

But the one task | hoped never to have to
do, the one thing | did not want to be asked
came last year when she realized what was
ahead of her . . . Her final tasking was for me
to give the eulogy at her funeral. Not wanting
to face the inevitable, | jokingly replied, “I'll do
yours, if you'll do mine.” | wanted so much to
turn her down, but | had never said no to T.C.
Freeman and | wasn’t about to say no for
something so important to her. Especially
when she remarked with her sly grin—“Be-
sides Richard, You are an Army Aviator—and
| know you will exaggerate . . . like you al-
ways do!”

In her last role, she was sidelined and
forced to work out of her bedroom for the past
year. But work it she did . . . texting and
facebooking with her many fans and admirers,
both young and old. Until the end, she enter-
tained her hundreds of well-wishers from her
bed, showing us the grace and dignity that
were synonymous with her.

| hope that someday there is a bronze stat-
ue of T.C.—and | think it should be of her
hugging a Soldier, something that she did for
decades and something we will always re-
member her for. | have a feeling she is looking
down today, very pleased with the love and
support being shown her family but she knew
that she was needed in heaven.

On Thursday there was a Welcome Home
ceremony . . . but this one was not in Hangar
One . . . it was in Heaven. | picture her now
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surrounded by Soldiers embracing her, saying,
“We love you . . . thank you for your service
. . . Welcome Home!”

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF CAROLYN DELLA-RODOLFA

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the retirement of Carolyn Della-
Rodolfa.

Congratulations to Carolyn Della-Rodolfa,
who is recognized by her peers and commu-
nity organizations as one who embodies the
true spirit of volunteerism, having served as
chairman of the boards of Doylestown Hos-
pital, Doylestown Health Foundation,
Doylestown Health Physicians and the Health
& Wellness Center of Doylestown Hospital.
Her leadership encompasses years of valu-
able participation in strategic planning groups
that have helped change health care delivery
in the Bucks County community. In addition,
she is a student who consistently attends
seminars, reads and studies to broaden her
knowledge. Under her tutelage, Doylestown
Hospital and its related parts greatly expanded
the quality and breadth of healthcare services.
Notably, Ms. Della-Rodolfa’s social and busi-
ness acumen has had a financial impact on
the total community beyond lifesaving
healthcare and life-improving wellness care.
Retiring, with the appreciation and gratitude of
her colleagues and community, this out-
standing volunteer/leader clearly has set an
example for others to follow.

BUSINESS RAIDING AND ASSET
GRABBING IN RUSSIA

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I'd
like to bring to my colleagues’ attention an illu-
minating report on corruption and corporate
dispossession in Russia. Written by Dr. Louise
Shelley and Judy Deane of George Mason
University’s Terrorism, Transnational Crime
and Corruption Center, “Reiderstvo: Implica-
tions for Russia and the West,” concisely lays
out the systematic tactics, fraud and corruption
of business raiding and asset grabbing in Rus-
sia.

The most well-known case is that of the
Yukos Oil Company, which not only saw its
Russian founder Mikhail Khodorovsky impris-
oned for ten years in a Siberian gulag while
his $22 billion company was dismantled under
the guise of $22 billion in unpaid tax claims.
A corporate entity, Yukos shares were con-
fiscated and assets sold off at rigged auctions,
without any regard for even its international—
including U.S.—shareholders. As some of you
may recall, | held a hearing last fall on the
Russian government’s violations of the rule of
law, which examined the challenges these in-
vestors faced in enforcing the Permanent
Court of Arbitration’s $50 billion finding of un-
lawful appropriation against the Russian gov-
ernment. It turns out Yukos is only the tip of
the iceberg.
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The reiderstvo report neatly encapsulates a
Russian phenomenon that both contributes to,
and is accelerating as a result of, Russia’s
economic decline. According to the authors,
Russian corporate raiding practices, facilitated
and even directed by the Kremlin, are “con-
tributing to Russia’s current unfriendly busi-
ness climate and to declining investor con-
fidence in the country.” Russia’s uniquely de-
structive practice of corporate raiding not only
has dire ramifications for the Russian people
and any remaining foreign investors, it has
long term implications for Russian stability.

Reiderstvo (literally “raiding”), an ominous
and violent practice in Russia since the early
1990s, is vastly different from U.S. corporate
“raiding”—that is, hostile takeovers by outside
shareholders. Reiderstvo represents both pri-
vate acquisition of business assets and public
expropriation through a series of illegal bul-
lying tactics that allow raiders to sell off a
company’s assets, often to a state controlled
entity, and rapidly launder the proceeds, mak-
ing massive profits and destroying businesses
in the process.

This particular report is noteworthy for its
documentation of two aspects of reiderstvo.
First, reiderstvo and asset grabbing is far
more widespread and imbedded in Russian
business culture than most people outside of
Russia have thought. Astonishingly, Russian
President Putin himself said that the number
of current arrests for economic crimes sug-
gests that tens of thousands of companies of
all sizes in Russia continue to be harassed, in-
timidated, robbed, and outright stolen.

Second, the study analyzes major cases of
corporate raiding, and identifies the most com-
mon raiding tactics. These tactics include mali-
cious prosecutions (false charges), malicious
tax inspections, regulatory harassment, mis-
use of shares and shareholder protections,
misuse of the banking system, abuse of inter-
national law enforcement, “Dark PR” cam-
paigns, and even violence. In any given raid
against a business, it is likely that several of
these tactics will be used simultaneously.
From their case studies the authors extract
four stages of the reiderstvo process: prepara-
tion, negotiation, execution, and legalization.

In the case of OGAT, Ltd., one of the larg-
est and most successful transportation compa-
nies in Russia, raiders used fraudulent docu-
ments to sell off company assets. In the case
of TogliattiAzot, Russia’s largest ammonia
company, the company underwent 120 tax in-
spections in 18 months and was assessed
$150 million in alleged unpaid taxes in order
to try to force the company into bankruptcy,
making it easier and cheaper to acquire.
Yevroset, a highly successful mobile phone
operator, was the victim of three raids in which
$1.4 million worth of cell phone handsets were
taken, tax charges levied against one of its
suppliers, and searches made of the homes of
top managers, all to force owners to sell the
company to a raider.

It is easy to draw parallels from these cases
to the more famous cases of Hermitage Cap-
ital and the Yukos Oil Company and dem-
onstrate the state’s own growing role in cor-
porate raiding.

Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of the Human
Rights subcommittee and of the Helsinki Com-
mission, | have focused much of my congres-
sional work on fighting for human rights—for
all human rights, throughout the world. And
countless times | have seen the connection
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between human rights violations and govern-
ments that engage such grotesque forms of
corruption. One connection, of course, is that
rampantly corrupt governments commit human
rights violations in order to cover up their
crimes, or those of the mafias that dominate
them. Such was the famous case of the heroic
Sergei Magnitsky. The kind of government
corruption we see in Russia today, manifesting
itself in the ruthlessness of reiderstvo, is that
which imperils the human rights of the Rus-
sian people.

Mr. Speaker, this report is a much needed
and critical assessment of Russian corruption
at the highest levels of authority and has im-
portant implications for U.S. foreign policy in
the dimensions of human rights and rule of
law and commercial relations.

The report may be  found at
www.reiderstvo.org. | strongly urge my col-
leagues to read it.

——————

PEARLAND ISD CAMPUS
TEACHERS OF THE YEAR

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the following teachers of
Pearland Independent School District for being
named Campus Teachers of the Year.

Each school year, principals, teachers and
staff members are recognized by the school
district with various awards as a reflection of
their hard work and dedication to their stu-
dents and the school as a whole. This year 23
Pearland teachers were awarded the title
“Campus Teachers of the Year”: Jennifer
Black from Carleston Elementary, Anne
Romolo from Challenger Elementary, Patricia
Guel from Cockrell Elementary, Tiffany Cox
from C.J. Harris Elementary, Katie Strong from
Lawhon Elementary, Lisa Rocha from Mag-
nolia Elementary, Christina Morton from
Massey Ranch Elementary, Maureen Clayvon-
Wright from Rustic Oak Elementary, Ruth
Mondich from Shadycrest Elementary, Katie
Cruz from Silvercrest Elementary, Gay
Stricklin from Silverlake Elementary, Kristine
Holland from Alexander Middle School,
Rebekkah Rudd from Jamison Middle School,
Crystal Hildebrand from Rogers Middle
School, Connie Medley from Sablatura Middle
School, Shaterra Jackson from Berry Miller
Junior High, Lori Sandman from Pearland Jun-
ior High East, Lana Garcia from Pearland Jun-
ior High South, Mara Williams from Pearland
Junior High West, Troy Myers from Dawson
High School, Jennifer Duggan from Pearland
High School, Hunter Morgan from Turner Col-
lege and Career High School, and Ann Lowrey
Merrill from the PACE Center. These teachers
go above and beyond to inspire their students
and create a supportive educational environ-
ment. We are grateful for their commitment to
education and providing a safe, inspirational
learning environment for our students.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to these dedicated Pearland teachers for
being named Campus Teachers of the Year.
We thank them for all that they do.

E793

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROBERT
HANSON

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
mourn the passing of Robert “Bob” Hanson,
who served as the Chairman and CEO of
Deere & Company from 1982 to 1990.

Both as a citizen and a businessman, Bob
was invaluable to the Quad-Cities and our re-
gion. During his tenure as CEO, Bob guided
John Deere through the farm crisis of the
1980s, and kept up company morale during a
decade rife with layoffs and downsizing. He fo-
cused on developing Deere as a good cor-
porate citizen that gave back to Moline, and
made time to engage and build relationships
with employees at every level of the company.
Later CEOs have credited Bob with laying the
foundation for Deere’s future success.

In addition to his business success, Bob
also gave back to the community as an indi-
vidual. In the middle of earning his degree,
Bob served our country for three years as a
Marine in World War Il. His passion for help-
ing others led him and his wife, Patricia, to
contribute generously to his alma mater,
Augustana College, and establish a scholar-
ship for the Quad-City Symphony Orchestra.

Mr. Speaker, as we commemorate Bob’s
life, and his dedication to our community, my
thoughts and prayers are with Bob’s wife, Pa-
tricia, and the rest of his family during this dif-
ficult time.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CAPE
COD MUSEUM OF ART

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Cape Cod Museum of Art on
their 35th anniversary.

Thirty-five years ago, Harry Holl and Roy
Freed brought to life their vision for a museum
that honors and celebrates the works of out-
standing artists from the Cape Cod region in
Massachusetts. Mr. Holl, a renowned potter,
sculptor, painter, and a Dennis resident him-
self, lived out the same values that comprise
the museum’s mission. As a teacher, he in-
spired his students and developed local art
programs. Mr. Freed, both a lawyer and a
sculptor, was dedicated to providing a venue
to showcase the talents of our community. He
brought together supporters at the founding of
the Museum, and he contributed to the re-
markable achievements and growth of this
museum.

What started with ten local supporters, the
Cape Cod Museum of Art now houses seven
exhibition galleries, the Weny Education Cen-
ter, a screening room, an outdoor sculpture
garden, and a permanent collection of more
than 2,000 works of art. Artists across the na-
tion have drawn inspiration from our local
community and our beautiful landscapes. | am
proud to say the museum is esteemed nation-
wide, with the recent exhibit ‘Breaking the
Mold” which featured outside artists drawing
718 submissions by 227 artists from 29 states.
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The Cape Cod Museum of Art continues to
serve an important mission. It is dedicated to
preserving our heritage and engage our com-
munity in local art appreciation has proved to
be invaluable. The museum promotes art ap-
preciation through great programs, workshops,
and classes. The Resource Library serves as
a hub for learning the history of Cape Cod art-
ists, past and present. As a proud member of
this community, | am grateful for the work the
museum has done in preserving our cultural
history.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the Cape Cod Museum of Art as
they celebrate this joyous milestone. | look for-
ward to seeing what the future brings to this
pillar of the Cape Cod art community.

————

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF THOMAS R. MACFARLAN

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the retirement of Thomas R.
Macfarlan.

Congratulations to Thomas R. Macfarlan on
the occasion of his retirement as Nockamixon
Township’s Emergency Management Coordi-
nator. Beginning in June 1994, his tenure has
been marked with outstanding contributions to
the safety and security of area residents. He
wrote the township’s first Emergency Oper-
ations Plan, which brought Nockamixon into
compliance with the Pennsylvania Emergency
Management directive, helped write the first
school district Emergency Management Oper-
ations Plan and many other effective plans to
deal with emergency situations and events in
Nockamixon. He has distinguished himself
with responsible service and countless con-
tributions to his community. Mr. Macfarlan also
is known for the key role he played in devel-
opment of regional EMA groups and under his
direction, the Nockamixon EMA is acknowl-
edged in many communities for its leadership
in Bucks County, Pennsylvania and also New
Jersey. Thomas R. Macfarlan leaves his post
with the appreciation of the citizens he so will-
ingly and ably served.

———

TRIBUTE TO V. RICHARD (DICK)
MILLER

HON. TODD ROKITA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a prominent Hoosier leader and my
dear friend, Mr. V. Richard (Dick) Miller who
passed away on May 18, 2016 surrounded by
his loving family.

Dick was born in Des Moines, lowa and
moved to Warsaw, Indiana with his family as
a young child. He received his undergraduate
degree from Purdue University and earned a
MSBA from Indiana University South Bend in
1972. In 1976, Dick was elected State Senator
and served for three terms in the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly, half of his service on the Sen-
ate Republican leadership team.
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Dick put a lot of care and dedication into his
work. After taking over the family business, he
expanded Miller's Merry Manor across the
state and employed over 3000 Hoosiers. With
the help of his siblings, they made Miller's
Health Systems one of the largest 100 percent
employee owned companies in the nation.
Providing quality care to thousands and re-
warding those dedicated employees is a true
testament to his character and the reason why
Millers Merry Manor continues to be success-
ful after 52 years.

He continued to serve unofficially as a vital
resource of good advice and wisdom to those
in office, such as myself, up until his last day.
He was gracious enough to be a member of
my Healthcare Advisory Team, where his
counsel was helpful in my efforts to determine
how to best serve the people of Indiana and
our country, though his advice was not limited
to healthcare as he was well versed in many
aspects of public policy and economics. | will
always be thankful for his invaluable advice
and friendship over the years.

Dick leaves Jane, his beloved wife of almost
55 years, two children, six grandchildren and
five great grandchildren to carry on his legacy
of service to fellow Hoosiers. | believe this
world is a better place because of his compas-
sionate service to our community, state and
nation. Rest in peace Dick, you will not be for-
gotten.

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JUSTIN
MENDES

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
thank Mr. Justin Mendes for his service to my
office and California’s Central Valley.

Mr. Mendes was born on September 17,
1986 in Fresno, California to Tom Mendes and
Karen Carreiro. After attending Riverdale High
School in Riverdale, California, Mr. Mendes
went on to receive his Bachelor's Degree in
Business Administration from the University of
the Pacific in Stockton, California. Upon his
graduation in 2008, Mr. Mendes worked in the
banking industry, specifically in agricultural
lending.

In 2010, Mr. Mendes began his career in
public service with my office in Hanford, while
| was then serving in the California State As-
sembly. Upon my election to the United States
House of Representatives in 2012, he contin-
ued his service as my District Director, a posi-
tion he held until March, 2016. During his time
as District Director in my office, Mr. Mendes
demonstrated himself to be a person of out-
standing character and work ethic. His knowl-
edge of the Twenty-First Congressional Dis-
trict of California was immensely beneficial to
my office and my constituents. Throughout his
career, Mr. Mendes has been an invaluable
asset to Team Valadao and the people of
California’s Central Valley. Without his advice
and friendship, | would not be where | am at
today.

In- March of 2014, Mr. Mendes and his
fiancée Melissa celebrated the birth of their
first child, Alexander. Their family currently re-
sides in Hanford, California.

Mr. Mendes again demonstrated his dedica-
tion to public service when he was elected
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Mayor of Hanford in December of 2015. | have
no doubt his work ethic, combined with his
knowledge of public policy and his community,
will be immensely valuable to the citizens of
Hanford.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in commending Justin Mendes for his
public service to the people of the Central Val-
ley and wishing him well in this next chapter
of his life.

————

PEARLAND ISD PRINCIPALS OF
THE YEAR

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the following Principals of
Pearland Independent School District for being
named Principal of the Year.

Each school year, principals, teachers and
staff members are recognized by the school
district with various awards as a reflection of
their hard work and dedication to their stu-
dents and the school as a whole. This year,
the two principals that were awarded with the
titte “Principal of the Year,” are Verna Tipton
from Sablatura Middle School and Jason
Frerking from Pearland Junior High South.
These principals have gone above and be-
yond to inspire their students and create a
supportive educational environment. We are
grateful for their commitment to education and
providing a safe, inspirational learning environ-
ment for our students.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Principals Tipton and Frerking for being
named Principal of the Year. On behalf of our
children, we thank them for all that they do.

IN APPRECIATION OF RAMZI NEMO
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to express my appreciation for
the contributions of Ramzi Nemo to the work
of the Committee on Homeland Security on
the occasion of his return to the U.S. Govern-
ment Accountability Office (GAO).

Since March 2015, Mr. Nemo has shared
his considerable expertise in acquisitions and
sourcing management as a detailee on my
Committee staff. In his time with the Com-
mittee, Ramzi helped staff 10 hearings on top-
ics as diverse as the policy questions sur-
rounding the closing of the prison in Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba to climate change to vehicle
fleet management. Additionally, Mr. Ramzi
provided specialized technical expertise with
respect to oversight of the Department of
Homeland Security’s Management Directorate,
particularly with respect to how it handles its
information technology, personnel, and real
property.

Strengthening the effectiveness of the De-
partment’s acquisitions program has been a
central focus of the Committee’s work and,
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with  Mr. Nemo’s contributions, Committee
Democrats successfully advanced a number of
legislative proposals that were incorporated
into H.R. 3572, the “DHS Headquarters Re-
form and Improvement Act.”

Finally, 1 would like to acknowledge that,
during his time with the Committee, Mr. Nemo
provided consistent and positive contributions
to the work of the Subcommittee on Oversight
and Management Efficiency and helped ad-
vance the priorities of the Ranking Member,
Representative BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN (D—
NJ).

| appreciate his service to the Committee,
the Congress, and the Nation and wish him
every success, as he returns to the GAO.

———

TRIBUTE TO MARIE AND RANDY
FOSTER

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Marie and
Randy Foster of Oakland, lowa, on the very
special occasion of their 50th wedding anni-
versary. They celebrated their anniversary on
May 7, 2016.

Marie and Randy’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their children, Ted, Ron,
Randy, Sammarra, Elliott, and Christy, and
their 18 grandchildren and two great-grand-
children, truly embodies lowa values. May
their commitment grow even stronger, as they
continue to love, cherish, and honor one an-
other for many years to come.

| commend this great couple on their 50th
year together and | wish them many more. |
know my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives will join me in con-
gratulating them on this momentous occasion.

———

CONGRATULATING THE PHOENIX
POLICE DEPARTMENT’S ARIZONA
INTERNET CRIMES AGAINST
CHILDREN TASK FORCE UPON
RECEIVING THE ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL’S SPECIAL COMMENDA-
TION

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, on this National
Missing Children’s Day, we come together to
honor the victims of kidnapping and child
abuse, and recognize the extraordinary efforts
of law enforcement to prevent and uncover
these tragic crimes.

Today, we are proud to announce that the
Arizona Internet Crimes Against Children Task
Force in the Phoenix Police Department is the
2016 recipient of the Attorney General’'s Spe-
cial Commendation.

The Department of Justice awards the Attor-
ney General's Special Commendation each
year to an Internet Crimes Against Children
Task Force that makes an exceptional con-
tribution to the coordinated national effort
against online child exploitation.

Phoenix Police task force members earned
this honor by successfully pursuing and arrest-
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ing a criminal who was sexually abusing two
young boys in her care. They put a stop to the
nightmare of abuse for these two children and,
by gathering forensic evidence at the scene,
discovered leads on an international ring of
crime and exploitation. Their work to date has
led to more than 25 arrests across the United
States and Europe.

It is my privilege to congratulate these brave
Arizonans for their work to protect children
and keep our communities safe. Their dili-
gence in the face of terrible circumstances
sets an example for everyone in public serv-
ice.

National Missing Children’s Day reminds us
each year that we have more work to do to
protect children from kidnapping and abuse. |
will continue to work with my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to ensure public serv-
ants like the Arizona Internet Crimes Against
Children Task Force have the tools they need
to break the cycle of child exploitation.

———

TRIBUTE TO LOIS AND VERL
PAULLIN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Lois and Verl
Paullin on the very special occasion of their
70th wedding anniversary.

Verl and Lois were married in May, 1946
and make their home in Guthrie Center, lowa.
Their lifelong commitment to each other and
their family truly embodies lowa’s values. As
the years pass, may their love continue to
grow even stronger and may they continue to
love, cherish, and honor one another for many
more years to come.

I commend this lovely couple on their 70
years of life together and | wish them many
more. | know my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives will join me
in congratulating them on this momentous oc-
casion.

WHY WE NEED TO LOWER
PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICES

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to submit the following article, written by
Heather Block. | encourage all of my col-
leagues to read this short and powerful piece,
which provides us with yet another personal
testimony highlighting the need to lower the
price of prescription drugs and support the
Medicare Part B Demonstration Project pro-
posed by CMS. In this article, Ms. Block de-
scribes “what it is like to have stage 4 cancer,
and to fear bankruptcy as much as cancer due
to our health system and the lack of drug pric-
ing regulation”. Sadly, her story is not unique.
Across this country, millions of people who are
already facing devastating health issues sud-
denly find themselves in dire financial straits
due to the cost of prescription drugs. Let us
not forsake the wellbeing of the many for the
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financial gain of the very few. | ask you to join
me in taking the side of people like Heather by
supporting CMS’s proposal.
PHARMA CAN BUY TIME. I CAN'T.
HEATHER BLOCK MAY 23, 2016

I testified before the House Energy and
Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee on
Health last week. It was a big deal for me. As
I told my brother, I want my niece to know
that we can speak to the powers that be—
even individuals like me, without any group
or organization to back me up. I want her to
know that our voices can still be heard in
America.

I testified about what it is like to have
stage 4 cancer, and to fear bankruptcy as
much as cancer due to our health system and
the lack of drug pricing regulation. I also
said that I support a Medicare proposal to
evaluate ways to lower drug costs. It would
reduce financial incentives that could en-
courage doctors to use more expensive drugs,
while trying several different approaches
that would improve quality of care and po-
tentially cut drug costs for taxpayers and
patients.

I felt like most of the Representatives had
already made up their minds. Probably not
due to the actual proposal, but to the pres-
sures placed by groups that would lose
money if the so-called Medicare Part B
Demo is launched. I joked before I testified
that I might ask, ‘‘Could anyone that doesn’t
receive any money from the pharmaceutical
industry, raise their hands,” and that I
would probably be the only one with a hand
raised in the room.

Turns out my joke wasn’t that far off-base.
Imagine my surprise when Representative
Jan Schakowsky (D-IIl.) pointed out that
two of the five witnesses had several pages of
identical testimony—identical down to the
highlights. What that says to me is that the
pharmaceutical industry lobbyists are so
confident of their power that they can be
sloppy.

I do not have that luxury. I have limited
time; no one knows how much with stage 4
cancer and certainly limited means. My
friends jokingly call me ‘‘Dona Quixote.”’
But I feel urgency around the issue, and I do
appreciate Representative Peter Welch for
pointing out this urgency.

I know I cannot be alone. Other patients
are slowly being bled dry by the cost of our
life saving drugs

While the Medicare Part B Demo will not
solve the problem of high prescription drug
spending, it’s at least a thoughtful step in
the right direction. I hope to keep pushing
and reminding everyone of the urgency of
this issue. Americans recognize that the cost
of drugs is not sustainable but no one knows
what to do. And so far, no one knows how to
overcome the money and power being mobi-
lized by the drug companies to keep their
profits high, even as patients go bankrupt

While the Medicare Part B demo may not
be perfect, it’s at least a step in the right di-
rection when everyone else seems to be more
interested in standing still.

Let’s proceed.

Heather Block served as a witness for the
Energy and Commerce’s Health committee
hearing on the proposed Medicare Part B
Payment Demonstration Project on May 17,
2016.

TRIBUTE TO RYAN NEWBERRY
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor and congratulate Ryan Newberry of
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Council Bluffs, lowa, for being the first recipi-
ent of the Employee of the Year award spon-
sored by the Council Bluffs Community School
District in conjunction with the Council Bluffs
Area Chamber of Commerce. Ryan is a stu-
dent at Thomas Jefferson High School in
Council Bluffs and is employed by Menard’s,
Inc.

The Employee of the Year award is given
through a new program initiative, GROW CB,
which stands for Graduation is Required in
Our Workforce in Council Bluffs. Super-
intendent of Schools for Council Bluffs Martha
Bruckner said, “This is representative of some
good work we’re doing together. The goal of
this initiative is to raise the awareness of the
importance of regular school attendance, earn-
ing good grades, and earning a high diploma.”
The GROW CB program was created as a
school-business partnership while helping
businesses to invest in the future of area
youth and the Council Bluffs community.

| applaud and congratulate Ryan Newberry
for earning this award. He is a shining exam-
ple of the future of our youth. | urge my col-
leagues in the U.S. House of Representatives
to join me in congratulating Ryan Newberry for
his accomplishments in school and with his
employment. | wish him continued success in
all his future endeavors.

———

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF TRAF-
FICKING ONE YEAR ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it hap-
pened right under the entire community’s
nose. Eight year old Jen Spry was raped and
tortured on a daily basis.

She was not kidnapped by a stranger in a
dark alley. She was trafficked just a few doors
down from her mother’s house.

It was not just Jen who was trafficked. Her
younger sister, a male cousin, and a whole
group of kids from her hometown of Norris-
town Pennsylvania were victims as well.

No one ever went looking for the children,
simply because they never went missing.
From 3-6 p.m. every day she was forced to
have sex with strangers, because, as she de-
scribes it, it was her job.

The children were coerced into participating
and threatened into keeping it a secret. The
trafficking finally ended when she was about
10 when the neighbor suddenly moved away.

Jen went to great lengths to hide the abuse
from her single mother, who never found out
about the tragedies that Jen experienced. In
fact, Jen did not speak out about what hap-
pened until after her mother passed away.

Stories like Jen’s drove us to write JVTA. As
did stories like Tina Frundt's, who joins us
today.

She is a huge part of the solution with her
organization Courtney’s House and her mem-
bership on the U.S. Advisory Council on
Human Trafficking created by JVTA as well as
the persistence of many of the groups present
today.

The United States views itself as a leader in
the fight against human trafficking. Even going
as far as to grade other countries on their ef-
forts to combat trafficking in persons.
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Yet, before the Justice for Victims of Traf-
ficking Act (JVTA) became law, | heard about
common issues from survivors and anti-traf-
ficking organizations on the national, state,
and local levels, as well as law enforcement
and local leaders. Some of the common con-
cerns included:

The federal government barely funds efforts
to combat trafficking in the United States. Traf-
ficking victims are often arrested and treated
as criminals, but buyers are often not.

Many Americans including those that inter-
act with trafficking victims—law enforcement,
educators, medical professionals, and others
—do not know about human trafficking or un-
derstand how to identify victims. Hearing this
message loud and clear, a bipartisan, bi-
cameral group of Members of Congress set
out to write a bill using the survivor experience
to guide us and learning from programs
around the country that are working to fight
trafficking and serve victims.

CAROLYN MALONEY, a Democrat from New
York and | lead the effort on JVTA in the
House. Congresswoman MALONEY and | hard-
ly speak the same language.

Being from New York she thinks | talk funny
and as a Texan | can hardly understand her
either the effort was led by another unusual
pair in the Senate.

A Texas Republican, Senator JOHN CORNYN
and an Oregon Democrat, Senator RON
WYDEN. 11 anti-trafficking bills passed through
the House, including those led by some of the
wonderful women here today.

The bills were combined in the Senate,
came back to the House, passed overwhelm-
ingly and were signed into law. The law ad-
dresses the common problems we heard from
the field. We created a Domestic Trafficking
Victims Fund that makes those who harm vul-
nerable people pay for the damage they have
caused.

A $5,000 special assessment is collected
from those convicted of human trafficking and
other related charges, and goes into a Fund to
provide resources to victims and those fighting
trafficking.

A fundamental goal of JVTA is for victims of
human trafficking to be treated as victims and
not criminals. This is addressed in a number
of provisions in the law, including a newly cre-
ated community-based block grant.

We also focus on the demand—buyers,
those that exploit women and children. While
many call these people “johns,” | call them
child molesters.

John is a name from the Bible, a good guy,
not someone who pays money to abuse a fel-
low person.

JVTA clarifies that those who buy sex from
trafficking victims are human traffickers, can
and should be punished under federal law,
and are subject to the same penalties as sell-
ers.

JVTA has done a lot to change the mindset
of people in this country. But we need the law
to be fully implemented by all the agencies
charged with executing the law including DOJ,
HHS, and DHS.

In order to truly be the leader in the fight
against modern day slavery. We anxiously
await the response to our letter. A society will
be judged by how it treats the most vulner-
able.

And that’s just the way it is.

May 25, 2016

TRIBUTE TO BABE AND FRANK
MAINS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Babe and Frank
Mains on the very special occasion of their
60th wedding anniversary.

Frank and Babe were married on May 18,
1956 and make their home in Guthrie Center,
lowa. Their lifelong commitment to each other
and their family truly embodies lowa’s values.
As the years pass, may their love continue to
grow even stronger and may they continue to
love, cherish, and honor one another for many
more years to come.

I commend this lovely couple on their 60
years of life together and | wish them many
more. | know my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives will join me
in congratulating them on this momentous oc-
casion.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| missed several votes on Wednesday, May
18, and Thursday, May 19.

On Wednesday, May 18, had | been
present, | would have voted No on the Nadler
Amendment (Roll Call 204); Aye on the Poe of
Texas Amendment (Roll Call 205); Yea on
final passage of H.R. 5243, the Zika Re-
sponse Control Act, 2016 (Roll Call 207); Aye
on the Buck Amendment (Roll Call 208); Aye
on the Fleming Amendment (Roll Call 209);
No on the Lee Amendment (Roll Call 210); No
on the Polis Amendment (Roll Call 211); and
Aye on final passage of H.R. 4909, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017 (Roll Call 216).

On Thursday, May 19, had | been present,
| would have voted No on the Blumenauer
Amendment (Roll Call 221); Aye on the Flem-
ing Amendment (Roll Call 222); No on the
Sean Patrick Maloney of New York Amend-
ment (Roll Call 226); and Yea on final pas-
sage of H.R. 4974, the Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2017 (Roll Call 228).

TRIBUTE TO MARY AND PAT DOUD

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Mary and Pat
Doud on the very special occasion of their
60th wedding anniversary.

Pat and Mary Doud were married in May
19, 1956 and make their home in Stuart, lowa.
Their lifelong commitment to each other and
their family truly embodies lowa’s values. As
the years pass, may their love continue to



May 25, 2016

grow even stronger and may they continue to
love, cherish, and honor one another for many
more years to come.

| commend this lovely couple on their 60
years of life together and | wish them many
more. | know my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives will join me
in congratulating them on this momentous oc-
casion.

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORS COL-
LEGE PROGRAM AT COLUMBIA
COLLEGE

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Honors College Program at
Columbia College, a first class institution of
higher education located in my Congressional
District in Columbia, South Carolina.

The Columbia College Honors Program was
chartered in 1984 to recruit, retain, and de-
velop high-achieving, motivated, talented stu-
dents. At the heart of the program is the belief
that the outstanding student should challenge
her intellectual limits, working creatively and
seriously to reach her highest potential as a
scholar, reflective learner, individual thinker,
risk taker, and influential leader. The program
requires a selection of pedagogically innova-
tive and rigorous courses across disciplines
and a culminating thesis or project designed to
make honors learning meaningful and prac-
tical. The program’s senior seminars—with a
study-travel component—have engaged stu-
dents in the value of experiential, global learn-
ing in sites such as Paris, Berlin, Dublin, Bel-
fast, New York, Orlando, Miami, London, and
others.

The stimulating classroom atmosphere of
honors—steeped in the liberal-arts tradition—
encourages development of critical thinking,
writing, and other skills vital to an education in
the twenty-first century. Fostering a culture of
serious undergraduate research and faculty
development, the program also continues to
make its mark in other professional arenas by
promoting and supporting opportunities for stu-
dent and faculty scholarship across dis-
ciplines. Honors students have earned de-
grees from Princeton, Rutgers, NYU, Emory,
Duke, Columbia, MUSC, Wake Forest, Elon
Law School, Drew, NY School of Art, Syra-
cuse, Georgetown, University of Oklahoma,
University of Tennessee Knoxville, University
of Florida, Ohio State University, University of
Central Florida, University of Maryland, USC,
George Washington, Howard, Texas Women’s
University, North Carolina State University,
among others.

The impact of the program on teaching ex-
cellence at Columbia College is revealed by
the fact that all ten South Carolina Inde-
pendent Colleges and Universities (SCICU)
Outstanding Teacher Award recipients have
been honors faculty or project mentors, and
thirty of thirty-three Columbia College Faculty
Excellence Award winners have taught in hon-
ors. Honors faculty have also garnered awards
from the American Association of Higher Edu-
cation, South Carolina Humanities Council,
Methodist Board of Higher Education, South
Atlantic Association of Departments of English,
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South Carolina Commission on Higher Edu-
cation, National Association of Developmental
Education, South Carolina Psychological As-
sociation, Carolina Communications Associa-
tion, Project Kaleidoscope, and others. Most
significantly, the program’s director, Dr. John
Zubizarreta, is a Carnegie Foundation/CASE
U.S. Professor of the Year, the only professor
ever from any institution in South Carolina to
receive the nation’s most prestigious teaching
award.

In the National Collegiate Honors Council—
which this year celebrates five decades of pro-
viding diverse students with superior edu-
cational experiences for academic and profes-
sional careers—the Columbia College Honors
Program enjoys an enviable reputation, built
from the numerous presentations by students
and faculty at yearly conferences, the service
of several students on the NCHC and South-
ern Regional Honors Council Board of Direc-
tors, the director's election as NCHC and
SRHC President, two students’ recognition as
National Honors Student of the Year and one
as runner-up, thirteen student participants in
NCHC Honors Semesters, four student partici-
pants in Partners-in-the-Parks programs, and
more.

Mr. Speaker, the Honors Program is widely
regarded as the premier, internationally ac-
claimed academic program at Columbia Col-
lege, and ask you and my colleagues to join
me in paying homage to them.

———

TRIBUTE TO BEVERLY WADLE

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Beverly Wadle
of Des Moines, lowa on the very special occa-
sion of her retirement after 25 years of faithful
service as office manager to Trinity Lutheran
Church of Des Moines. As she retires, her
church community is acutely aware that her
dedication will be missed.

Mrs. Wadle has served the traditional con-
gregation, the Trinity Lutheran Church Sunday
School program, and welcomed nearby Drake
University students to the church family, mak-
ing them feel welcomed while away at college.
Many say that her most fulfilling work has
been the unwavering commitment to assist the
church’s efforts for relocation of Laotian and
Sudanese refugees as they build a better life
in lowa. She also coordinates the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League, Drake Lutheran
Student Fellowship, and Trinity Lutheran
Church’s partner churches, the Asian Lutheran
Mission, and the Sudanese Lutheran Mission.
Her daily duties have included coordinating
independent day care as well as several 12-
step programs which use the Trinity Lutheran
Church facilities.

| commend Beverly Wadle for living her faith
and her lowa values. | wish her a lifetime of
joy and happiness as she embarks on a new
journey. | know my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives will join me
in congratulating Beverly Wadle on this
celebratory occasion.
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TRIBUTE TO CRESTON HIGH
SCHOOL 1JAG

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate the
Creston High School iJAG program as they
took top honors at the 2016 Career Develop-
ment Conference on May 3, 2016.

iJAG is a program that relies on real-world,
project-based instructional methods and un-
conventional approaches to personal connec-
tions with students. The Creston High School
program, directed by instructor Jerry Hartman,
competed against more than 40 iJAG pro-
grams from throughout lowa and lllinois. The
students competed in contests about employ-
ment preparation and interview skills, critical
thinking in business situations, Ileadership
skills and basic business methods.

Mr. Speaker, the success of this team, their
program and its director demonstrates the re-
wards of hard work, dedication, and persever-
ance. | am honored to represent them and the
other team members in the United States
Congress. | know all of my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives will
join me in congratulating these young people
for competing in this rigorous competition and
wishing them all nothing but continued suc-
cess.

——————

TRIBUTE TO PAM AND MARSH
CHRISTIANSEN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 25, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Pam and
Marsh Christiansen of Council Bluffs, lowa, on
the very special occasion of their 50th wed-
ding anniversary. They were married on May
7, 1966 at St. Patrick’'s Church in Council
Bluffs.

Pam and Marsh’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their children, Lori, Lisa, and
Stacy, and their six grandchildren, truly em-
bodies lowa values. May their commitment
grow even stronger, as they continue to love,
cherish, and honor one another for many
years to come.

| commend this great couple on their 50th
year together and | wish them many more. |
know my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives will join me in con-
gratulating Pam and Marsh on this momen-
tous occasion.

———————

TRIBUTE TO FLOYD ROBERT
“BOB” BOOTS

HON. DAVID YOUNG
OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 25, 2016
Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today to recognize and congratulate Mr. Bob
Boots of Atlantic, lowa, for his service to our
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country and his community. Mr. Boots is a part
of the often-titted “Greatest Generation” who
defended and served our country—not for
fame or fortune but because it was the right
thing to do.

Mr. Boots was born in 1932 and graduated
from Panora High School in 1949. He joined
the U.S. Coast Guard in 1952, serving three
years on active duty and five years on non-ac-
tive duty. Upon release from the U.S. Coast
Guard, he returned to his family farm. In 1956,
he married Neoma Jean Wheeldon and were
blessed with three children, Steven, Judith,
and Linda. In 1961, he started an upholstery
business in Atlantic, lowa where he worked in
their small business for 45 years before his re-
tirement in 2006. Mr. Boots has been a fixture
in the Atlantic community, always volunteering
for the Boy Scouts, Cass County American
Red Cross, Cass County Memorial Hospital
Auxiliary, Meals on Wheels, American Legion,
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled Veterans
of America, Atlantic Color Guard, and the At-
lantic Rock Island Society Enterprise. He has
devoted many years to rescuing U.S. flags,
those which need repair or to be put aside for
proper flag disposal. Mr. Boots has not asked
for any special recognition. He was motivated
only by his desire to serve his country and
community.
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| commend and congratulate Floyd Robert
“Bob” Boots for his commitment, dedication,
and leadership to his business, community,
the State of lowa. | am proud to represent him
in the United States Congress. | know my col-
leagues in the U.S. House of Representatives
join me in congratulating Mr. Boots for his
service and wishing him the very best in the
future.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
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printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
May 26, 2016 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
JUNE 8

10:30 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies
To hold hearings to examine a review of
the Department of Veterans Affairs’
electronic health record (VistA),
progress toward interoperability with
the Department of Defense’s electronic
health record, and plans for the future.
SD-124
2:15 p.m.
Committee on Indian Affairs
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
improving interagency forest manage-
ment to strengthen tribal capabilities
for responding to and preventing
wildfires.
SD-628
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