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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the 
order of the House of January 5, 2016, 
the Chair will now recognize Members 
from lists submitted by the majority 
and minority leaders for morning-hour 
debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
MICHAEL MCLAUGHLIN 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
THOMPSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, earlier this month, my 
congressional office in Titusville Penn-
sylvania, participated in a bridge nam-
ing service for Lieutenant Colonel Mi-
chael McLaughlin of Tionesta, Forest 
County, located in Pennsylvania’s 
Fifth Congressional District. Thanks 
to the efforts of State Representative 
Kathy Rapp, the bridge was renamed 
the Lt. Col. Michael McLaughlin/ 
AMVETS Post 113 Memorial Bridge. 

Lieutenant Colonel Michael 
McLaughlin was actually born in Ger-
many, but raised in Forest County. He 
graduated from the West Forest High 
School in Tionesta, and later attended 
Clarion University. It was there he be-
came an ROTC cadet, and was commis-
sioned a second lieutenant in 1982. 

Starting his military career in the 
Army Reserves, Lieutenant Colonel 
McLaughlin went on to earn a master’s 
degree from the University of Pitts-
burgh, and later became the president 
of his own company in Mercer, Penn-

sylvania, all while serving in the Penn-
sylvania Army National Guard. 
Throughout his service, he was highly 
honored, earning many ribbons and 
medals throughout his 26 years of serv-
ice. 

Unfortunately, Lieutenant Colonel 
Michael McLaughlin was killed in the 
line of duty on January 5, 2006, in 
Ramadi, Iraq, as the result of a suicide 
bomber. He was just 44 years old, and 
left behind his wife and two daughters. 

McLaughlin was honored post-
humously with the Purple Heart and 
the Combat Action Badge. He was the 
first field grade officer of the Pennsyl-
vania Army National Guard to die in 
action since World War II. 

I was proud to see members of Lieu-
tenant Colonel Michael McLaughlin’s 
community come together to honor 
him with this bridge naming. It is so 
fitting that it came in May, the same 
month as Memorial Day, when we 
honor the men and women who lost 
their lives in service to our great Na-
tion. 

I am the proud father of an Army sol-
dier. America’s servicemen and -women 
are very important to me. With Memo-
rial Day coming up on Monday, I want 
to not only recognize the sacrifice of 
men and women such as Lieutenant 
Colonel McLaughlin who have given 
the ultimate sacrifice, but all of the 
members of our Armed Forces serving 
across the globe and all of our Nation’s 
veterans. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND NATIONAL 
SECURITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WESTMORELAND). The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, as the 
world hurdles toward an era where cli-
mate change impacts our everyday life, 
we must recognize the consequences of 
our inaction. 

Secretary Hagel said it best when he 
stated: ‘‘Climate change is a global 
problem. Its impacts do not respect na-
tional borders.’’ 

Despite this, we continue to live in a 
bubble of denial. It is abundantly clear 
that climate change is rapidly altering 
the world around us, contributing to 
higher temperatures, changing sea-
sonal patterns, and driving the loss of 
species and habitats. 

The scientific evidence dem-
onstrating the realities of climate 
change is vast and ever-growing. Just 
this week, NASA reported that April 
2016 was the warmest April ever re-
corded. In fact, NASA said there is a 
‘‘99 percent chance that 2016 will be the 
hottest year ever recorded.’’ 

If this proves to be true, 2016 will 
beat our previous record holder, 2015. 
And 2015 beat our previous record hold-
er, 2014. Sensing a trend here? 

Earth’s changing temperature does 
not just threaten the existence of 
plants and animals: climate change 
also affects our national security at 
home and abroad. As a Member of the 
House Intelligence Committee, I am 
briefed weekly on our most pressing 
and urgent threats, and it is abun-
dantly clear that climate change is one 
of those threats. 

Climate change is what we consider a 
threat multiplier, meaning it is exacer-
bating many of the challenges we con-
front around the world today, and will 
produce new challenges for us in the fu-
ture. As a global power with strategic 
interests around the world, climate 
change is immensely important to us 
because of the impact it has on the re-
gional stability of our allies. 

Internationally, climate change is al-
ready causing humanitarian disasters 
and resource scarcity that accelerates 
instability, contributes to political vi-
olence, and undermines weak govern-
ments. Examples of these repercussions 
are being seen around the world today. 
Climate change-induced drought in the 
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