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Mr. BOUSTANY. No. 
The CHAIR. Or would the gentleman 

like a ruling on the point of order? 
Mr. BOUSTANY. I would like a rul-

ing on the point of order. 
The CHAIR. The Chair is prepared to 

rule. 
The Chair finds this amendment in-

cludes language imparting direction; 
namely, by requiring the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to submit quarterly 
data to Congress. 

The amendment, therefore, con-
stitutes legislation in violation of 
clause 2 of rule XXI. 

The point of order is sustained, and 
the amendment is not in order. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Chairman, I 
have a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIR. The gentleman will state 
his parliamentary inquiry. 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Right here it says 
‘‘waives all points of order against con-
sideration of the bill.’’ 

Can I seek a clarification on this? 
Clause 2(e) of rule XXI. 
The CHAIR. The point of order was 

sustained under clause 2. 
Mr. BOUSTANY. The base bill, right? 
The CHAIR. 2(c) of rule XXI. 
Mr. BOUSTANY. Thank you. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. GOHMERT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Chairman, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the 
amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
At the end of the bill (before the short 

title), insert the following: 
SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 

in this act may be used to establish, main-
tain, employ, or enter into any contract or 
agreement with any organization, including 
a political party, that endorsed, embraced, 
or encouraged any form of slavery, nor to 
display the name of such organization nor to 
have its name displayed in any facility in 
which or for which funds made available in 
this act are used. 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I reserve a point of order on the 
gentleman’s amendment. 

The CHAIR. A point of order is re-
served. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 736, 
the gentleman from Texas and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Chairman, it 
should be pretty straightforward. My 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
continue to push forward amendments 
that seem to want to leave the appear-
ance that the Republican Party still 
wants to retain some fight that it has 
never had. The Republican Party op-
posed slavery. The Republican Party 
and everybody that I know of in this 
Chamber on this side of the aisle has 
never supported slavery, has never sup-
ported anything that wreaks of slav-
ery. 

Daniel Webster, John Quincy Adams, 
all of those early leaders in this coun-
try, had it very right—it is an abomi-

nation. It kept God from blessing this 
country. 

I am surprised that anyone would 
wish to reserve a point of order to try 
to prevent this amendment from going 
forward. Anything, as my friends 
across the aisle have repeatedly point-
ed out, that reminds people of slavery 
is repugnant and is abhorrent, and I 
would think that that is something 
that we could all agree on. 

If it is an organization that sup-
ported slavery, then why would we 
want to give that organization any 
more credence and cause those who 
may have lived through the vestiges of 
the civil rights problems that lasted 
after slavery? 

It is time to put this to an end and 
let the dream of Dr. King finally come 
to fruition. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
POINT OF ORDER 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I must insist on my point of 
order. 

The CHAIR. The gentleman will state 
his point of order. 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I make a point of order against 
the amendment because it proposes to 
change existing law and constitutes 
legislation in an appropriation bill and, 
therefore, violates clause 2 of rule XXI. 

The rule states in pertinent part: 
‘‘An amendment to a general appro-
priation bill shall not be in order if 
changing existing law.’’ 

The amendment requires a new deter-
mination. 

I ask for a ruling from the Chair. 
The CHAIR. Does any other Member 

wish to speak to the point of order? 
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Mr. GOHMERT. I would address the 
point of order in that it really doesn’t 
require any new act or law or activity. 
The thing should speak for itself unless 
my friend across the aisle has some 
concerns that some organization he 
wants to protect has supported slavery, 
and he is seeking to protect that. Oth-
erwise, the law will speak for itself as 
does this amendment. 

The CHAIR. The Chair is prepared to 
rule. 

The Chair finds that this amendment 
includes language requiring a new de-
termination of whether an organiza-
tion had ‘‘embraced’’ any form of slav-
ery. 

The amendment, therefore, con-
stitutes legislation in violation of 
clause 2 of rule XXI. 

The point of order is sustained, and 
the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
peal the ruling of the Chair, but given 
the hour, the fact that there aren’t 
that many of us here on the floor at 
this time, that it would require a 
quorum and would require under the 
rules an immediate vote, what I will do 
is withdraw my amendment at this 
time. I am assured that we will still be 
taking up limitation amendments in 
the morning, and I can offer it at that 

time without dragging all of our 
friends out of their places of repose at 
this time. 

The CHAIR. The amendment has 
been ruled out of order. The appeal is 
withdrawn. 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Chair, I move that 
the Committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
PERRY) having assumed the chair, Mr. 
COLLINS of Georgia, Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration 
the bill (H.R. 4974) making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2017, and for other 
purposes, had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. SWALWELL of California (at the 
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today and 
the balance of the week on account of 
a family health emergency. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 2840. An act to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
authorize COPS grantees to use grant funds 
for active shooter training, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 

reported and found truly enrolled bills 
of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 4923. An Act to establish a process for 
the submission and consideration of peti-
tions for temporary duty suspensions and re-
ductions, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4957. An Act to designate the Federal 
building located at 99 New York Avenue, 
N.E., in the District of Columbia as the 
‘‘Ariel Rios Federal Building’’. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the 
following titles: 

S. 1492. An act to direct the Administrator 
of General Services, on behalf of the Archi-
vist of the United States, to convey certain 
Federal property located in the State of 
Alaska to the Municipality of Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

S. 2143. An act to provide for the authority 
for the successors and assigns of the Starr- 
Camargo Bridge Company to maintain and 
operate a toll bridge across the Rio Grande 
near Rio Grande City, Texas, and for other 
purposes. 
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