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WELCOMING REVEREND DR.
PATRICIA VENEGAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. NAPOLITANO) is recognized
for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I
am so pleased to welcome Dr. Patricia
Venegas of Without Spot Or Wrinkle
Ministries International. I thank her
and her husband for coming from La
Verne, one of my cities.

She started the church in 1998 with
her husband, Reverend Benjamin
Venegas, who is up in the gallery some-
where. From 1977 to the present, she
serves as a chaplain to the Covina Po-
lice Department. She was ordained as a
minister of the Gospel in December
2006.

She published one book, ‘“The Bride
of Christ Without Spot Or Wrinkle.”
She develops and writes curricula for
conferences and seminars.

Thanks for the work that you do,
Reverend, to spread the Gospel
throughout the San Gabriel Valley and
beyond. May God bless you and God
bless our country.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of the incredibly brave
men and women in blue who serve and
protect our communities.

For example, Sergeant P.J. Wilson of
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police De-
partment is a third shift supervisor. He
and his team work the wee hours of the
morning to make sure that we can
sleep in peace.

Officer K.S. Kodad works every week-
end and most holidays because he
knows that criminals don’t always
work business hours.

Officer Tim Purdy recently sat down
in a school parking lot to calm and re-
assure a potentially suicidal autistic
student.

Detective McKee recently helped
solve a homicide from last summer,
with all five suspects now in custody.

Mr. Speaker, these are just four of
the thousands of police officers who
should be recognized for their impor-
tant work. Today and every day, we
should take time to say thank you to
the police officers we encounter in our
communities.
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RECOGNIZING DR. EPHRAIM
WILLIAMS

(Mr. BERA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Dr. Ephraim Williams,
Pastor of St. Paul Missionary Baptist
Church in Sacramento. Pastor Wil-
liams has epitomized the importance of
community and faith for the past 45
years.

This past Sunday, my wife and I had
a chance to worship with Pastor Wil-
liams and his congregation.

He will be retiring this coming Sun-
day, but his legacy of service and lead-
ership will live on through his con-
gregation, which has grown from 100
worshippers to over 2,500.

Pastor Williams led the efforts to fi-
nance and build an edifice and family
life center, which now serves the sur-
rounding community. His church offers
employment fairs, home buyer work-
shops, financial literacy courses, and
much more to the community.

Pastor Williams also serves as a men-
tor and adviser to younger pastors and
has helped develop the next generation
of leaders in the faith community.

On behalf of the Sacramento commu-
nity and the region, I thank him for his
45 years of work and service, which has
made our community a much better
place to live in.

Thank you, Pastor Williams.

————

CONGRATULATING 2016 GRAD-
UATING CLASS OF ELITE YOUTH
OUTREACH PROGRAM

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the 2016 grad-
uating class of the ELITE Youth Out-
reach program.

ELITE is a wonderful program that
teaches at-risk youth in our local com-
munities in central Illinois on how to
gain employment, communicate effec-
tively, behave responsibly, and dress
appropriately. The program was found-
ed by Carl Cannon, a Peoria-born na-
tive who served his country as a mili-
tary officer and drill instructor. Now
he is dedicated to training and inspir-
ing youth to overcome barriers to suc-
cess, as he did himself.

In 2013, Carl Cannon received the
FBI's Director’s Community Leader-
ship Award. This week, FBI Director
James Comey will travel from Wash-
ington, D.C., to Peoria to address this
year’s ELITE graduating class.

I would like to commend Carl Cannon
and his staff for their dedication to
these students and recognize the trans-
formative effect his program has had
on youth in our Peoria area.

I would also like to thank FBI Direc-
tor Comey for supporting this worthy
program with his presence this week in
Peoria.

Finally, I would like to congratulate
the students who have completed this
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program. You should feel proud of your
accomplishments. You have a commu-
nity and national and local leaders who
believe in you, and we support you.

——
INFRASTRUCTURE WEEK

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of infrastructure week, which
is a joint effort by business and labor
to highlight the dangerous conditions
of America’s roads and bridges.

There are currently 69,000 struc-
turally deficient bridges in America.
Every second of every day, seven cars
drive on a bridge that is structurally
deficient.

Congress said that we couldn’t afford
to rebuild the roads and bridges of
America, so we only spent $50 billion a
year in the last decade to rebuild
America’s roads and bridges—patheti-
cally weak. We were told we couldn’t
afford it.

But American taxpayers spent $87
billion rebuilding the roads and bridges
of Afghanistan. We spent $73 billion re-
building the roads and bridges of Iraq—
off budget and unpaid for.

Congress needs to get its priorities
straight. We need to put American
workers back to work and invest in our
infrastructure to unleash the great po-
tential of American businesses to grow
the American economy.

CONGRATULATING PRAIRIE GROVE
SCHOOL DISTRICT 46

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Prairie
Grove School District 46 in Crystal
Lake, Illinois, for being selected as a
finalist for the 2016 Secretary of De-
fense Freedom Award, the first ever
from Illinois.

This is the Department of Defense’s
highest recognition given to employers
for exceptional support of their Na-
tional Guard and Reserve employees.

This year, more than 2,400 nomina-
tions were submitted by National
Guard and Reserve servicemembers.
Prairie Grove is one of only nine public
sector employer finalists.

Among servicemembers at the school
district who support the nomination is
Lieutenant Colonel Patty Klop, a Ma-
rine reservist, a physical education
teacher, and a part-time teacher for
students who have disabilities.

In her nomination, she speaks highly
of District 46 when she says: ‘‘It’s been
a real source of stability and comfort
for me over the years. I’ve been on sev-
eral deployments, and District 46 has
always been there.”

Prairie Grove is invited to the Free-
dom Award ceremony this August at
the Pentagon. I look forward to the
school district representing Illinois
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well as an exceptional employer of
servicemembers.
Congratulations, Prairie Grove.

———
HEAD START

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the 5lst anniversary
of the creation of Head Start.

In my home State of Rhode Island,
Head Start serves 2,500 children, in-
cluding 100 homeless children and 500
children with special needs.

Head Start is proven and effective.
Young people who participate in Head
Start have increased graduation rates,
are less likely to become pregnant as
teens, have improved economic oppor-
tunities, and are less likely to be in-
volved in crime.

Every dollar invested in Head Start
saves up to $7 in future costs.

In the 20th century, the United
States set the standard in education
and had the highest graduation rates
around the world. Today, we rank 12th
in college graduation and 26th in access
to preschool for 4-year-olds.

If we are serious about providing the
next generation with the skills they
need to be successful and to compete in
a global economy, it is critical that we
significantly increase our investments
in Head Start.

Congratulations to Head Start on
your 51st anniversary. Thank you for
all that you do.

—————

RECOGNIZING CHIEF OF POLICE
CHARLES R. JONES

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Beaver Falls Chief
of Police Charles R. Jones on his re-
tirement after decades of outstanding
service to his community and to our
Nation.

After serving his country in the Air
Force, which included time at the 911th
Airlift Wing in Pittsburgh, Chief Jones
embarked upon a career in law enforce-
ment.

He is a graduate of both Municipal
Police Officers’ Training Academy and
the Pennsylvania Deputy Sheriff’s
Training Program in Carlisle, Pennsyl-
vania.

He started with the city of Beaver
Falls Police Department in 1994, and by
2008, he was chief of police. In October
of 2011, the Pittsburgh FBI field office
chose Chief Jones to join with other
U.S. and international law enforcement
leaders at the FBI National Academy
in Quantico, Virginia, for professional
studies.

A recipient of numerous awards, a
man of faith, and a true leader, I thank
Chief Jones for his service. In thanking
the chief, I would be remiss in not also
recognizing his wife Regina, who has
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also been a great advocate for her com-
munity.

Although the chief is retiring, I fully
expect he will continue his service to
his community in multiple endeavors
in the years to come.

———

HOUSE LEADERS NEED TO LEAD

(Ms. ESTY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I come to
the floor with a simple message for the
leaders of this House: Do your job.

The majority has refused to even
vote on a budget—our most basic
duty—and has failed to address over $3
trillion of needed infrastructure across
the country.

This is National Infrastructure Week.
Forty-one percent of the roads in my
home State of Connecticut are rated in
poor condition. Bad roads cost the av-
erage Connecticut driver over $660 per
year in unnecessary repairs and ex-
penses.

A great nation does not respond to
crises with duct tape. A great nation
does not tell 110 pregnant citizens with
the Zika virus that they should make
do with one-third of the necessary
funding.

For our infrastructure, for Flint, for
the Supreme Court, for Zika patients,
and for gun violence victims, the call
to the leaders of this body is clear: It is
time to lead. Do your job.

O 1215

THE IMPORTANCE OF SALVAGE TO
FORESTRY

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, the
Ninth Circuit Court is on a roll this
week. First, they upheld gun rights in
northern California. Now they have
tossed out yet another frivolous law-
suit on salvage operations for forestry
after a fire.

Operations in western Siskiyou
County on what is known as the west
side fire—a fire that occurred in the
summer and fall of 2014—are now fi-
nally proceeding where the value of
that wood can be still, perhaps, hope-
fully, salvaged almost a year and a half
later. Though it is only a scant 4 per-
cent that they are going after in this
harvest project here, you would think
with the number of frivolous lawsuits
and wailing over the project that we
were causing an environmental dis-
aster; yet the disaster has already oc-
curred with the devastating fire.

I am glad to see that the court ruled
that some of the salvage operation can
occur, because now the forest can actu-
ally recover. It can have an economic
base to do so instead of merely coming
out of the U.S. Treasury, and the peo-
ple in the area can be employed in
doing it in this forest fire recovery.
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It will be a positive for the habitat, a
positive for the spotted owl. This is
what we need to do in the long term.
Salvage is an important part of for-
estry after a fire and not reinventing
the wheel every single time we need to
do the salvage and have lawsuits over
it.

———

IN MEMORY OF ERIC BRADLEY

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, like
everyone who knew him, I was shocked
and am still very saddened by the sud-
den passing of Eric Bradley.

Eric was so many things to so many
people. He was a colleague, a friend, a
mentor, a son, a husband, a father. For
me, BEric was a dear friend who helped
me in so many ways over the years,
just as he helped so many others, but
that was Eric. He gave of himself to ev-
eryone whom he met whether that be
insight, advice, knowledge, or simple
kindness. Behind all of his hard work,
behind all of his efforts, there was a
genuine passion for making life better
for others.

Just like anyone who crossed his all
too brief time with us, I am better for
having known him. I will miss my
friend.

——————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
EASTER RISING

(Mr. KING of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker,
this year is the 100th anniversary of
the Easter Rising in Dublin, Ireland,
which was the seminal moment in the
fight for Irish independence.

Since that time, the United States
and Ireland have had an extremely
close relationship in trade, business,
and on so many other issues on which
we work together, probably none more
important than the Good Friday Agree-
ment, which was achieved 18 years ago
this year. It is working today, for,
after centuries of fighting and strife,
there is now a peace process in North-
ern Ireland which has succeeded, is suc-
ceeding, and is going forward.

I acknowledge this today, the 100th
anniversary of the Easter Rising, and
the Prime Minister of Ireland, Enda
Kenny, is in Washington today to help
us commemorate this.

————

GALESBURG FORGIVABLE LOANS

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
with great news about the city of
Galesburg, Illinois.

About a month ago, I spoke on this
floor, and I urged the city to apply for
low-interest, federally funded loans
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