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So (two-thirds not being in the af-
firmative) the motion was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

———

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON

S. 524,

COMPREHENSIVE ADDIC-

TION AND RECOVERY ACT OF

2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JOYCE). Without objection, the Chair
appoints the following conferees on S.

524:

For consideration of the Senate bill

and the House amendments, and modi-
fications committed to conference:
Messrs. UPTON, PITTS, LANCE, GUTHRIE,
KINZINGER of Illinois, BUCSHON, Mrs.
BROOKS of Indiana, Messrs. GOODLATTE,
SENSENBRENNER, SMITH of Texas,
MARINO, COLLINS of Georgia, TROTT,
BisHOP of Michigan, MCCARTHY, PAL-
LONE, BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico,
SARBANES, GENE GREEN of Texas, CON-
YERS, Mses. JACKSON LEE, JUDY CHU of
California, Mr. COHEN, Mses. ESTY,
KUSTER, and Mr. COURTNEY.

From the Committee on Education
and the Workforce, for consideration of
title VII of the House amendment, and
modifications committed to con-
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ference: Messrs. BARLETTA, CARTER of
Georgia, and ScoTT of Virginia.

From the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs, for consideration of title IIT of
the House amendment, and modifica-

tions committed to conference: Mr.
BILIRAKIS, Mrs. WALORSKI, and Mr.
RuU1Z.

From the Committee on Ways and
Means, for consideration of sec. 705 of
the Senate bill, and sec. 804 of the
House amendment, and modifications
committed to conference: Messrs. MEE-
HAN, DOLD, and MCDERMOTT.

There was no objection.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on H.R. 4909.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 732 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4909.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Idaho (Mr. SIMPSON) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4909) to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2017 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense and for military
construction, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year,
and for other purposes, with Mr. SIMP-
SON in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
THORNBERRY) and the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. SMITH) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, I am honored to bring
to the House today H.R. 4909, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2017.

The House Armed Services Com-
mittee reported it favorably 3 weeks
ago by a vote of 60-2. The only way a
vote like that is possible is that mem-
bers are willing to work together for
the best interests of the country.

I want to start by thanking my part-
ner on this committee, Mr. SMITH, for
his work, his insight, and his commit-
ment to work together to try to do the

May 17, 2016

right thing for our servicemembers and
for the good of the Nation.

Now, I am sure that he does not agree
with everything in this bill, nor do I. It
is the product of difficult choices, of
compromise, of input from many mem-
bers of this body.

But, as a whole, I think this bill is
good for the troops, good for the coun-
try, and is faithful to the constitu-
tional responsibilities that we have on
our shoulders to provide for the mili-
tary of the United States and defend
the country.

I want to thank all the members of
the committee as well as the staff. We
had a compressed schedule this year.
At the same time, the country is facing
national security challenges that are
growing more complex and more dan-
gerous and we are still dealing with the
consequences of defense budget cuts.

Coupled with an ambitious reform
agenda, all of those things meant that
our job was not easy, but members on
both sides of the aisle put in the hours,
attended the briefings and hearings,
and contributed to this product.

This bill was built from the ground
up. We started with about 2,000 legisla-
tive provisions that were suggested by
members of our committee. We then
received many additional requests
from members who are not on our com-
mittee through testimony, letters, and
other forms of communication.

For example, some members of the
Small Business Committee all came to-
gether with a package of proposals to
help small businesses contribute to our
defense efforts.

We had subcommittee markups and
then a full committee markup that
lasted about 16 hours and considered
248 amendments.

Now we have more than 370 amend-
ments that have been filed with the
Rules Committee, and many of them
will be considered over the next 2 days
on this floor.

Mr. Chairman, I think that is the
epitome of a regular legislative process
and is particularly appropriate for this
bill because providing for the common
defense is the first job, I believe, of the
Federal Government.

I would add that servicemembers
here and around the world deserve to
know that we in this body are doing
our job and that we support them and
are actually trying to do our job, in-
spired by the courage and dedication
and selfless sacrifice that they exhibit
in doing their jobs.

I want to just highlight two primary
thrusts of this bill in addition to ful-
filling our constitutional responsibil-
ities. Those thrusts are readiness and
reform.

The term ‘‘readiness’ is often used
by the military. It is sometimes not
understood by those who are not in the
military. Readiness involves the prepa-
ration and support required to success-
fully accomplish what the political
leadership asks the military to do.
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Correction To Page H2458
May 17, 2016, on page H2458, the following appeared: So (two-thirds not being in the affirmative) the rules were not suspended
and the bill, as amended, was rejected. The result of the vote was announced as above recorded. A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The online version should be corrected to read: So (two-thirds not being in the affirmative) the motion was rejected. The result of the vote was announced as above recorded.
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