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she served as a true watchdog of Ne-
vada’s spending. Her public service will
be sorely missed by our Great State.

After three decades of providing in-
sightful testimony on tax policy and
instrumental counsel to those helping
shape Nevada’s laws, Ms. Vilardo re-
cently retired. Her legacy throughout
the Silver State and at the NTA will
continue on for years to come. Ms.
Vilardo will continue to be respected
for her in-depth knowledge, years of
unwavering dedication to our State,
and for her ability to create long-last-
ing and positive relationships through-
out Nevada. Her vigilance and deter-
mination in creating effective tax pol-
icy for our State will not be forgotten.

Ms. Vilardo has demonstrated true
commitment to Nevada, exemplifying
what it means to fight for the greater
good of our Great State. We are lucky
to have had someone of such dedication
working on behalf of the Silver State.
I ask my colleagues and all Nevadans
to join me in thanking Ms. Vilardo for
her years of service, and I wish her well
in all of her future endeavors.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO GENERAL JOHN F.
CAMPBELL

e Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor a strategic leader and ex-
ceptional warrior of tremendous talent.
After a lifetime of distinguished serv-
ice to our Nation, GEN John F. Camp-
bell is retiring from the U.S. Army. On
this occasion, I believe it is fitting to
recognize General Campbell’s decades
of dedicated service to our Nation.

General Campbell graduated from the
U.S. Military Academy in 1979 and
commissioned in the U.S. Army infan-
try. During his more than 37 years of
service, he has commanded units at
every echelon from platoon leader, to
four-star command, and in places such
as Haiti, Afghanistan, and Iraq.

Upon promotion to brigadier general
in 2005, he was assigned as the deputy
commanding general for Maneuver, 1st
Calvary Division, deployed to Baghdad,
and is widely credited with holding to-
gether the force during a very violent
period leading up to the surge. His fol-
lowing assignment was the deputy di-
rector for regional operations at the
Joint Staff. After being promoted to
major general, he was named com-
mander of the Screaming Eagles, 101st
Airborne Division, and deployed to Af-
ghanistan as commander, Regional
Command East, International Security
Assistance Force, ISAF, North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization, NATO, and
commander, Combined Joint Task
Force-101. He commanded of over 30,000
coalition servicemembers and 65,000 Af-
ghan National Defense and Security
Forces. The scope of his responsibility
included the protection of 13 million
people and the security of a 450-mile
border with Pakistan.

At Fort Campbell, KY, General
Campbell cultivated lasting relation-
ships within the community to support
soldiers, civilians, and families. He in-
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stalled programs to facilitate a com-
prehensive fitness program, develop
soldier and family resiliency, and sig-
nificantly decrease the suicide rate. As
lieutenant general, he became the
Army Deputy Chief of Staff for Oper-
ations, Plans and Training. He was pro-
moted to general and, in 2014, con-
firmed as the 34th U.S. Army Vice
Chief of Staff, where he promoted the
physical, moral, and mental fitness re-
quired for improved readiness and re-
silience. He was an advocate for stop-
ping sexual harassment and assault
and supported Wounded Warrior pro-
grams. He was vital in updating Con-
gress on the Army’s path ahead for
these and other key issues. In addition,
he coordinated a restructure of posts
and stations that helped decrease 17,500
personnel by fiscal year 2017 to meet
mandated end strength goals.

In 2014, General Campbell deployed to
Afghanistan and took command of the
NATO ISAF mission and United States
Forces—Afghanistan. During his first 6
months, Afghanistan held an extended
electoral process and installed a new
President and Chief Executive as part
of the National Unity Government.
After this, General Campbell managed
an over 90 percent drawdown of U.S.
forces and installations; he
transitioned the force from regional
commands to train, advise, and assist
commands. He helped transition ISAF
to a functionally based security force
assistance mission designated Resolute
Support and became commander of
both Resolute Support and United
States Forces—Afghanistan for the
next 14 months. He served as adviser to
the President of Afghanistan, the Min-
isters of Defense and Interior, and the
National Director of Security. His in-
fluence during the era of the National
Unity Government will have long last-
ing strategic impacts in Afghanistan
and the region.

General Campbell is well known for
his strategic brilliance and calm for-
titude. He is the embodiment of all the
values we expect in our most revered
leaders: the rare tenacity to accom-
plish impossible missions; the selfless
commitment to country, soldier, and
family; and the composition of char-
acter that demonstrates only the high-
est moral and ethical values. He is
known for telling his soldiers, ‘‘Leader-
ship makes a difference,” yet it is his
exemplary leadership that had made a
difference to countless thousands both
abroad and at home.

I thank his wife, Ann; his daughter,
Jennifer; and his son, John, Jr., who is
also serving in the Army, for their
yvears of dedication and support. As the
chairman of the Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee and on behalf of those
who serve beside me, let me express the
deepest respect and gratitude to Gen-
eral Campbell for his remarkable serv-
ice to our Nation. I wish you and your
family all the best in beginning your
new chapter of life together.e

May 12, 2016

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF BETH
ISRAEL CONGREGATION

e Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the 100th anniversary
of Beth Israel Congregation in Ann
Arbor, MI. I appreciate the opportunity
to speak about this truly significant
milestone in the history of this con-
gregation, as well as the city of Ann
Arbor and Washtenaw County. I offer
Beth Israel my warmest regards and
congratulations on its centennial. I am
also pleased to express my pride in the
many contributions of the congrega-
tion’s members, who dedicate their tal-
ents to benefit Beth Israel and the
greater good in Ann Arbor.

Established in 1916, Beth Israel was
Ann Arbor’s only Jewish congregation
for many years. Initially, families met
informally in the home of Osias
Zwerdling to celebrate the Jewish High
Holidays and community milestones.
Mr. Zwerdling, a furrier by trade,
would serve as the diverse congrega-
tion’s president for the next 40 years.
His leadership was particularly valu-
able given the fact that the congrega-
tion, as in many small American towns
in the early twentieth century, oper-
ated without a rabbi. Instead, members
of the congregation volunteered in a
variety of roles, including teaching in
Hebrew school, leading the congrega-
tion in prayer as cantor, or serving as
its schochet to ensure the kosher
slaughter of animals.

BEarly on, Beth Israel hired Reverend
Pincus Gropstein, who was paid $18 a
week to serve the congregation’s 30
families. In 1932, Rabbi Joshua Sperka
became the congregation’s first or-
dained rabbi and served in the role
until 1934. After his departure, the con-
gregation continued to rely on the de-
voted efforts of its members, who pro-
vided a steady backdrop to the con-
tributions of Rabbi Julius Weinberg,
who served from 1952 to 1961; Rabbi
Allan Kensky, who served from 1971 to
1988; and Rabbi Robert Dobrusin, who
has guided Beth Israel since 1988 with
wisdom, humor, and warmth.

Beth Israel Congregation was the
first conservative congregation in
southeast Michigan to become egali-
tarian, encouraging men and women to
participate equally in the ritual and
spiritual life of the congregation, and
was the first conservative congregation
in the United States to choose a female
president. The community’s welcoming
spirit is exemplified in its longstanding
support of the LGBT community,
where it is an active leader in pro-
moting inclusion in the conservative
Jewish movement, which is highlighted
by its advocacy for the ordination of
LGBT rabbis. Moreover, Beth Israel
has taken steps to ensure people with
disabilities have full access to the syn-
agogue and its services.

In addition to nurturing an inclusive
environment at Beth Israel, the con-
gregation is committed to supporting
the Jewish community at home and
abroad. Members take steps to ensure
that everyone has a place to celebrate
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