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Coroners and medical examiners do not 
usually test for the drug unless they 
are asked to, and they are often un-
aware that an overdose has a fentanyl 
link when an individual tests positive 
for a different substance such as her-
oin. 

Even more troubling, the men and 
the women who first respond to the 
scene of an overdose may not know 
how to identify fentanyl or how to han-
dle the drug. This makes local and 
State first responders very vulnerable 
to the drug’s harmful effects, because if 
the fentanyl powder is absorbed into 
the skin or accidentally inhaled, it can 
be deadly. In fact, a dose of just three 
salt-sized grains of fentanyl can be le-
thal. 

So think about that. You are a first 
responder. You are going into a home 
or a business thinking that you are re-
sponding to an opioid overdose situa-
tion when, in fact, you might be expos-
ing yourself to the fentanyl in the air 
or to something which gets on your 
skin. That is how deadly this new sub-
stance is that is creating this epidemic 
across our country. 

Recently, DEA agents in Seattle 
raided a suspected fentanyl lab wearing 
HAZMAT suits and protective gear to 
make sure they did not inadvertently 
breathe in or touch the fentanyl. The 
DEA has told me that they sometimes 
cannot use dogs to sniff packages com-
ing in from overseas suspected of con-
taining fentanyl because these drug-de-
tection dogs may die if they even in-
hale it. 

The Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion is so concerned about this syn-
thetic opioid that in March of 2015 it 
issued a nationwide alert highlighting 
fentanyl as a threat to health and pub-
lic safety. 

Fentanyl is a very real problem in 
my home State of Massachusetts. Law-
rence, MA, which is about half an hour 
north of Boston, is a hotspot for 
fentanyl trafficking. From Lawrence, 
the drug ends up being processed and 
sold all over New England. 

There are efforts already in place to 
address the spread of fentanyl. Mexico 
and China are its primary foreign 
sources and have been the focus of dip-
lomatic efforts to curb fentanyl traf-
ficking. We need to make sure that 
those countries are living up to their 
promises to combat the flow of this 
deadly drug and other synthetic 
opioids into the United States. 

We know naloxone, sometimes called 
Narcan, is an effective antidote against 
an opioid overdose. But a single dose of 
naloxone is typically not enough to 
combat an overdose that includes 
fentanyl. 

That is why earlier today I called on 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services and the Department of State 
to outline our domestic and inter-
national strategy against the traf-
ficking of illicit fentanyl into America. 
As we await their responses, I know 
there are several critical steps that we 
must take in order to save lives. 

We must educate the public about 
the existence of illicit fentanyl and the 
harm it can do. 

We must educate first responders— 
our firefighters, our EMTs, our sheriffs, 
our health care workers—so that they 
can protect against injury to them-
selves as they are trying to identify a 
fentanyl overdose and so that they can 
protect themselves from the harmful 
effects of that drug. 

Identifying a fentanyl overdose could 
mean the difference between admin-
istering multiple lifesaving doses of 
naloxone or death. 

We should invest in programs that 
ensure that naloxone—Narcan—is read-
ily available and accessible to those 
most likely to witness an overdose. We 
need to make sure that there are no 
shortages or unnecessary price in-
creases for this lifesaving treatment. 

We should issue guidance to States 
regarding the protocol for fentanyl 
testing in order to obtain a more accu-
rate picture of fentanyl’s deadly im-
pact. 

Illicit fentanyl is different from 
other opioids. It is difficult to detect 
and has deadly consequences for those 
who unknowingly come within its 
path. We cannot let another day pass 
without taking the necessary steps to 
educate our communities about 
fentanyl, to develop a national strat-
egy, and to collaborate with our inter-
national partners—the Mexicans and 
the Chinese, especially—so that we can 
keep this illicit drug out of the cities 
and towns all over our country. 

American lives depend on a solution 
to the latest opioid crisis. It is going to 
be something that people look back at 
and say: How can something have been 
worse than the heroin epidemic? How 
can something have caused more 
deaths than the heroin epidemic? That 
is where fentanyl is already in the 
State of Massachusetts. It is something 
that is going to come to each and every 
State in our country. 

We have to take action now. We have 
to ensure that we protect our borders 
from it entering, but then we have to 
make sure that we give the proper 
training and protections and put them 
in place for every State and every city 
and town to be able to protect against 
this infecting our communities. 

So I thank the Chair for giving me 
the opportunity to address the Cham-
ber today. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAS-

SIDY). The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SASSE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE AND NATIONAL 
GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS DAY 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I wish to 

speak about the epidemic of gun vio-

lence that continues to plague our Na-
tion. 

Every year, around 32,000 Americans 
are killed by guns. According to recent 
Centers for Disease Control statistics, 
every day, on average, 297 Americans 
are shot, and 91 of those shootings are 
fatal. Communities across the Nation 
are affected by this violence, and no 
community has suffered more than the 
city of Chicago in my home State of Il-
linois. 

From the start of the year through 
May 10, at least 1,242 people were shot 
in Chicago. During the same period, 
there were at least 215 murders in Chi-
cago, the vast majority committed 
with guns. The level of violence in Chi-
cago is significantly higher than in re-
cent years. And more people have been 
shot in Chicago this year than in New 
York City and Los Angeles combined. 
It is devastating. 

I met 2 weeks ago with the top Fed-
eral law enforcement officials in Chi-
cago: U.S. Attorney Zach Fardon, U.S. 
Marshal Ed Gilmore, and leaders from 
the FBI, ATF, and DEA. They re-
affirmed their commitment to do all 
they can at the Federal level to bring 
down this high level of gun violence in 
the city. They are committed to work-
ing with the Chicago Police Depart-
ment and its new superintendent, 
Eddie Johnson, to ensure that Chi-
cago’s residents are both protected and 
respected by law enforcement. 

There is much work that needs to be 
done to improve community policing in 
Chicago to better safeguard the 
public’s safety. I am confident that the 
Justice Department’s ongoing review 
of the CPD will lead to important re-
forms that will build trust between of-
ficers and the communities they serve. 
We have seen Justice Department re-
views in other cities produce dramatic 
improvements. When communities and 
cops are working together with a rela-
tionship of trust and respect, it makes 
it harder for criminals to operate. 

I also want to commend the many 
community leaders, faith leaders, 
teachers, volunteers, and family mem-
bers who are working to provide Chi-
cago’s children with a better path, 
away from the violence. I met recently 
with students at John Hope College 
Prep in Englewood on the South Side 
of Chicago, along with City Year volun-
teers who worked with them. It was in-
spiring to hear how these high school 
freshmen and sophomores talked about 
their work with their City Year men-
tors. One student told me ‘‘the thing I 
love most about City Year is that they 
never let you give up.’’ With the help of 
their mentors, these students are doing 
well in school, steering clear of the 
gangs, and planning for a bright future. 

It is so important that we nurture 
these kinds of efforts throughout Chi-
cago. We have to give the younger gen-
eration the opportunities and hope 
that will lead them away from the path 
of gangs and violence. 

We also have a responsibility to help 
these efforts by stemming the flood of 
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illicit guns that comes into Chicago. 
When it is easy for gang members to 
get their hands on guns, it is hard for 
children and communities to avoid vio-
lence. We must all do our part to stop 
the gun trafficking that supplies Chi-
cago’s criminal gangs. 

I want to commend President Obama 
for taking an important step last week 
to help combat gun trafficking. This 
step has to do with smart gun tech-
nology. 

Right now we have security features 
on our phones and computers that can 
prevent thieves and unauthorized peo-
ple from using them. You can secure 
these devices so they can only be un-
locked with a password, fingerprint, or 
some other security feature. We can de-
velop similar technology so that an un-
authorized user cannot fire a gun. This 
would make it far harder for a prohib-
ited gun buyer to get his hands on a 
gun he can use. 

Smart gun technology would also 
prevent thieves from stealing guns to 
resell them, and it would help prevent 
kids from playing with guns and get-
ting hurt. 

For years there has been resistance 
to smart gun technology. Part of this 
resistance has come from the gun 
lobby, which always fights against pro-
posals that might reduce gun sales. But 
resistance has also come from law en-
forcement, which had concerns about 
whether smart gun technology would 
work effectively. 

Last week, the administration an-
nounced that it would partner with law 
enforcement to develop voluntary 
standards for what law enforcement 
would need in order to consider using 
smart gun technology. Within 6 
months, this effort will produce base-
line specifications for the reliability, 
durability and accuracy of this tech-
nology. 

Once there is agreement on a set of 
standards for smart gun technology, 
then innovators can get to work on de-
veloping products that meet those 
standards and bringing those products 
to market. The administration will 
help this effort with its research dol-
lars and purchasing power. They will 
help make this technology a reality. 

This could be a game changer when it 
comes to deterring illegal gun traf-
ficking. It is exactly the kind of effort 
that the city of Chicago needs. I com-
mend the administration for under-
taking this effort, and I will do every-
thing in my power to support it. 

As we work to prevent future gun vi-
olence, it is also important that we re-
member and pay tribute to those we 
have lost to this epidemic of violence. 

June 2, 2016, will mark what should 
be the 19th birthday of Hadiya Pen-
dleton. Hadiya was 15 years old when 
she was gunned down while standing in 
a park on Chicago’s South Side on Jan-
uary 29, 2013. She had just performed 
with her King College Prep school band 
at the President’s inauguration cere-
mony one week before. 

I have come to know Hadiya’s fam-
ily—her mother Cleo and her father 

Nate—and I have met many people who 
have been deeply affected by Hadiya’s 
senseless murder. 

After her death, Hadiya’s friends 
started a campaign to urge people to 
wear orange on June 2, Hadiya’s birth-
day, to honor victims of gun violence. 
Orange is the color that hunters wear 
in the woods so that nobody shoots 
them. 

This campaign became a national 
phenomenon. June 2 has now become 
Gun Violence Awareness Day. Last 
year I was proud to join with students, 
faith leaders, community leaders, 
media figures, lawmakers, and many 
more across the Nation who wore or-
ange to honor Hadiya and the 32,000 
victims lost each year to gun violence. 

I will be wearing orange again on 
June 2 this year, and I urge my col-
leagues to do the same. 

We must never forget our solemn ob-
ligation to do all we can to keep the 
American people safe, and that in-
cludes keeping Americans safe from 
preventable gun violence. 

Thousands of Americans are shot and 
killed each year in shootings that 
could have been prevented. There are 
steps we can take, consistent with our 
Constitution and with our traditions of 
hunting and sport shooting, to avoid 
these tragic deaths. We should not be 
afraid to take those steps. 

This June 2, Hadiya Pendleton should 
be celebrating her 19th birthday. In-
stead, a nation will mourn her loss and 
the loss of so many others due to gun 
violence. We owe it to Hadiya and to 
the victims to do our best to spare oth-
ers from this violence in the future. 

f 

REMEMBERING WALLY 
HENDERSON 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, 2 weeks 
ago I lost a dear friend and my home-
town of Springfield, IL, lost one of its 
best. His name was Earl Wallace Hen-
derson, but everyone knew him as 
Wally. He was an acclaimed architect 
who helped design Springfield’s future 
while, at the same time, preserving its 
priceless past as the hometown of 
President Abraham Lincoln. 

In the 1960s, Ferry & Henderson, the 
architectural firm he co-founded, took 
on one of its most important projects: 
expanding Illinois’ historic old State 
capitol building to include under-
ground parking, room for the State his-
torical library, and other modern 
amenities. 

The concept of architectural preser-
vation was relatively at that time, and 
Wally became one of its pioneering 
leaders. Expanding the old State cap-
itol involved taking the building apart 
piece by piece, cataloguing and moving 
more than 3,300 stones to the Illinois 
fairground, and then painstakingly re-
building the structure over the new 
parking garage and library. 

Wally’s decades of innovative work in 
architectural preservation earned him 
admission in 2011 to the American In-
stitute of Architects College of Fel-

lows, one of the highest honors in his 
field. 

Interestingly, Wally became an ar-
chitect almost by accident. What he 
wanted to be all through high school 
was an astronaut. More to the point, he 
wanted to be the first man to walk on 
the moon. This was back in the late 
1940s, which gives you an idea of Wal-
ly’s ability to imagine a future that 
few others could see. 

Wally left Springfield in 1949 to study 
aeronautical engineering at the Uni-
versity of Illinois-Urbana Champaign. 
He was his parent’s only child, and the 
first person in his extended family ever 
to go to college. When he came home 
for spring break during his freshman 
year, his parents were so proud of their 
son, the college student, that they in-
vited a bunch of friends over. 

One of the neighbors asked Wally, 
‘‘What are you studying?’’ 

Wally told them, ‘‘Aeronautical engi-
neering.’’ 

Another neighbor asked, ‘‘So you 
want to build airplanes, do you?’’ 

Wally replied, ‘‘No, I want to be the 
first man on the moon.’’ 

Years later in an interview, he re-
called what followed. 

‘‘As those folks departed my mother 
said, ‘Here, sit down, your dad and I 
want to talk to you for a moment.’ ’’ 

Wally sat down between his dad and 
his mom, whom he respected greatly. 
His mother said, ‘‘You know, it’s al-
right to say that to your dad and me 
about ‘wanting to go to the moon.’ But 
everybody else thinks you’re crazy.’’ 

That was the end of Wally’s dreams 
of being an astronaut. He went back to 
the university and asked a counselor 
what other school on campus would ac-
cept the credits he had earned. 

Fortunately for Springfield, Wally’s 
counselor suggested architectural engi-
neering. That was the start of his long 
and distinguished career. 

Wally graduated from the University 
of Illinois in 1954, moved to Indianap-
olis, and went to work for an engineer-
ing firm. Six months later, he was 
drafted into the Army and sent to 
Korea. This was several months after 
the ceasefire that ended the conflict. 
Wally was assigned to an engineering 
battalion. 

One day, a young Korean boy about 
11 years old was polishing Wally’s 
boots to earn money for his family. 
The boy was telling Wally about his 
hometown, a little village. He said it 
was the best village in the world. 

Wally said he started bragging about 
his own hometown, reached into his 
pocket and pulled out the only coin he 
had, a penny with Lincoln’s image on 
it, and said, ‘‘I’m from his hometown.’’ 

The little boy had probably never 
traveled farther than 10 miles from his 
own village, but when he saw that 
penny, his face lit up. To this young 
boy, Wally said, ‘‘Abraham Lincoln was 
everything.’’ Right there, 3,000 miles 
from home, Wally listened as this Ko-
rean child told him the story of the 
Great Emancipator. 
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