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people, the people still cannot drink
their water. It is a disaster.

Typically, as Americans, we come to-
gether to act. It is this body that
brings us together as a Congress to act
to protect Americans in their moment
of greatest need. Yet, Republicans in
Congress fail to do their job.

My bill, the Families of Flint Act,
would provide relief evenly divided be-
tween the Federal and State govern-
ment. No hearings in committee, no
votes on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. The American people de-
serve a Congress that will do its job
and will act on their interests.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that we imme-
diately take up my bill.

——————

HOUSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT
ANSWERS THE ALARM

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, last
Thursday, a chemical warehouse in my
Texas district exploded into a startling
inferno. Fiery containers of chemicals
shot into the air like rockets. The
smoke and heat were intense. But the
Houston Fire Department quickly an-
swered the alarm.

Mr. Speaker, over 200 firefighters
from 32 fire stations responded to the
hellish inferno. Spring Branch Elemen-
tary and nearby homes were evacuated.
But the smoke and fire were conquered.
The school and homes were saved. Not
one person was injured.

Mr. Speaker, firefighters are a spe-
cial breed. They risk their lives to save
our lives. They restore order from
chaos. These firefighters are to be
thanked and appreciated. Firefighter
courage and dedication to protecting
us is part of what makes them a special
breed.

While others flee in haste of impend-
ing danger, the firefighter, with sirens,
red lights, horns, red and white trucks,
charge into the jaws of heat, smoke,
and fire to defeat and conquer danger.

Mr. Speaker, Houston firefighters an-
swered the alarm—they always answer
the alarm.

And that is just the way it is.

———

SALUTING HOUSTON MAYOR
SYLVESTER TURNER

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to salute a caring mayor, the
mayor of the city of Houston, Mayor
Sylvester Turner.

Over the last couple of months,
which is the first of his term, many
challenges have confronted his admin-
istration, one of which was the ter-
rible, devastating floods of mid-April
when so many thousands, many of
them mothers and children, were dis-
placed in my congressional district.
Because of those terrible storms, $400
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million of cars were lost, people lost
their jobs, and businesses were de-
stroyed.

Mayor Turner continued to be that
caring, steady hand working across po-
litical lines, working with the county
judge, working with council members,
and the Federal Government. One
thing that he steadily did was listen to
the council and the advice of his staff
as I sat in meetings, taking ideas, es-
tablishing a relief fund, joining now
with the Osteens in Lakewood, and
having this wonderful concert to con-
tinue to provide relief, but yet showing
the caring and loving nurturing of a fa-
ther.

In the midst of all of this, he lost a
dear brother, a Vietnam vet. But
steady, strong, and determined, he con-
tinued to nurture those who could not
help themselves.

What a pleasure to be able to work
with a mayor, one who is ready to lis-
ten and to be able to answer the con-
cerns of a constituency, but make hard
decisions.

I salute you, Mayor Turner, as some-
one who cares about our city, and
works with all of us to make their lives
better and our city the best.

———

ONLY 6 PERCENT OF AMERICANS
TRUST THE MEDIA

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Americans’ confidence in the national
media continues to erode.

A Media Insight Project poll found
that only 6 percent now say they have
a great deal of confidence in the media.
Americans are rightfully skeptical of
the news they receive, as they believe
it is riddled with inaccuracies and bias.

Nearly 90 percent say it is important
for the media to get their facts correct
in their news reports, which they often
do not. Many said the media coverage
of a particular event was one-sided.
One respondent commented that, “I'm
also a bit scared for what other things
they have gotten wrong or only given
half-truths to.”

Media bias is both real and unfortu-
nate. Americans will continue to dis-
trust the national liberal media until
the media stops telling them what to
think.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 10, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
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the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 10, 2016 at 9:26 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 4238.

That the Senate passed S. 546.

That the Senate agreed to S. Res. 457.

That the Senate agreed to S. Res. 458.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1530

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee) at
3 o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

FALLEN HEROES FLAG ACT OF
2016

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
27565) to provide Capitol-flown flags to
the immediate family of firefighters,
law enforcement officers, members of
rescue squads or ambulance crews, and
public safety officers who are killed in
the line of duty.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 2755

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fallen He-
roes Flag Act of 2016”".

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act—

(1) the term ‘‘Capitol-flown flag’ means a
flag of the United States flown over the Cap-
itol in honor of the deceased individual for
whom the flag is requested;

(2) the terms ‘‘chaplain’, ‘‘firefighter’’,
“law enforcement officer’”’, ‘‘member of a
rescue squad or ambulance crew’’, and ‘‘pub-
lic agency’” have the meanings given such
terms in section 1204 of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42
U.S.C. 3796b);

(3) the term ‘‘immediate family member”’,
with respect to an individual, means—
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