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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 440—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ABOUT THE IMPOR-
TANCE OF EFFECTIVE CIVIC AND
GOVERNMENT EDUCATION PRO-
GRAMS IN SCHOOLS 1IN THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 440

Whereas civic and government education is
essential to the preservation and improve-
ment of the constitutional government of
the United States;

Whereas civic and government education
programs foster understanding of the history
and principles of the constitutional govern-
ment of the United States, including prin-
ciples that are embodied in certain funda-
mental documents and speeches, such as the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitu-
tion of the United States, the Bill of Rights,
the Federalist Papers, the Gettysburg Ad-
dress, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I
Have a Dream’ speech;

Whereas research shows that too few peo-
ple in the United States understand basic
principles of the constitutional government
of the United States, such as the natural
rights set forth in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the existence and functions of the
3 branches of the Federal Government,
checks and balances, and other concepts fun-
damental to informed citizenship;

Whereas, since the founding of the United
States, schools in the United States have
had a strong civic mission to prepare stu-
dents to be informed, rational, humane, and
involved citizens who are committed to the
values and principles of the constitutional
government of the United States;

Whereas a free society relies on the knowl-
edge, skills, and virtue of the citizens of the
society, particularly the individuals elected
to public office to represent the citizens;

Whereas, while many institutions help to
develop the knowledge and skills and shape
the civic character of people in the United
States, schools in the United States, includ-
ing elementary schools, bear a special and
historic responsibility for the development
of civic competence and civic responsibility
of students;

Whereas student learning is enhanced by
well-designed classroom civic and govern-
ment education programs that—

(1) incorporate instruction in government,
history, law, and democracy;

(2) promote discussion of current events
and controversial issues;

(3) link community service and the formal
curriculum; and

(4) encourage students to participate in
simulations of democratic processes; and

Whereas research shows that the knowl-
edge and expertise of teachers are among the
most important factors in increasing student
achievement: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) civic and government education is es-
sential to the well-being of the constitu-
tional government of the United States;

(2) comprehensive and formal instruction
in civic and government education would
provide students a basis for understanding
the rights and responsibilities of citizens in
the constitutional government of the United
States;
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(3) elementary and secondary schools in
the United States are encouraged to offer
courses on the history and theories of the
constitutional government of the United
States, using—

(A) innovative programs and curricula; or

(B) programs and curricula with a dem-
onstrated effectiveness in fostering civic
competence, civic responsibility, and a rea-
soned commitment to the fundamental val-
ues and principles underlying the constitu-
tional government of the United States; and

(4) all teachers of civics and government
are well served by having access to adequate
opportunities to enrich teaching through
professional development programs that en-
hance the capacity of teachers to provide ef-
fective civic and government education in
the classroom.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 441—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT, DURING PUBLIC
SERVICE RECOGNITION WEEK,
PUBLIC SERVANTS SHOULD BE
COMMENDED FOR THEIR DEDICA-
TION AND CONTINUED SERVICE
TO THE UNITED STATES

Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. CARPER, Mr. JOHNSON,
Mr. TESTER, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. PETERS,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. COONS, Mr. BOOKER,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. LEAHY,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. KING, Ms.
MIKULSKI, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 441

Whereas the week of May 1 through 7, 2016,
has been designated as ‘‘Public Service Rec-
ognition Week” to honor employees of the
Federal Government and State and local
governments and members of the uniformed
services;

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week
provides an opportunity to recognize and
promote the important contributions of pub-
lic servants and to honor the diverse men
and women who meet the needs of the United
States through work at all levels of govern-
ment and as members of the uniformed serv-
ices;

Whereas millions of individuals work in
government service, and as members of the
uniformed services, in every State, county,
and city across the United States and in hun-
dreds of cities abroad;

Whereas public service is a noble calling
involving a variety of challenging and re-
warding professions;

Whereas the ability of the Federal Govern-
ment and State and local governments to be
responsive, innovative, and effective depends
on the outstanding performance of dedicated
public servants;

Whereas the United States is a great and
prosperous country, and public service em-
ployees contribute significantly to that
greatness and prosperity;

Whereas the United States benefits daily
from the knowledge and skills of the highly
trained individuals who work in public serv-
ice;

Whereas public servants—

(1) defend the freedom of the people of the
United States and advance the interests of
the United States around the world;

(2) provide vital strategic support func-
tions to the Armed Forces and serve in the
National Guard and Reserves;

(3) fight crime and fires;

(4) ensure equal access to secure, efficient,
and affordable mail service;
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(5) deliver benefits under the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 301 et seq.), including ben-
efits under the Medicare program under title
XVIII of that Act (42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.);

(6) fight disease and promote better health;

(7) protect the environment and parks in
the United States;

(8) enforce laws guaranteeing equal em-
ployment opportunity and healthy working
conditions;

(9) defend and secure critical infrastruc-
ture;

(10) help the people of the United States re-
cover from natural disasters and terrorist at-
tacks;

(11) teach and work in schools and librar-
ies;

(12) develop new technologies and explore
the Earth, the Moon, and space to help im-
prove knowledge on how the world changes;

(13) improve and secure transportation sys-
tems;

(14) promote economic growth; and

(15) assist veterans of the Armed Forces;

Whereas members of the uniformed serv-
ices and civilian employees at all levels of
government—

(1) make significant contributions to the
general welfare of the United States; and

(2) are on the front lines in the fight to de-
feat terrorism and maintain homeland secu-
rity;

Whereas public servants work in a profes-
sional manner to build relationships with
other countries and cultures in order to bet-
ter represent the interests and promote the
ideals of the United States;

Whereas public servants alert Congress and
the public to government waste, fraud, and
abuse, and of dangers to public health;

Whereas the individuals serving in the uni-
formed services, as well as the skilled trade
and craft employees of the Federal Govern-
ment who provide support to their efforts—

(1) are committed to doing their jobs re-
gardless of the circumstances; and

(2) contribute greatly to the security of the
United States and the world;

Whereas public servants have bravely
fought in armed conflicts in the defense of
the United States and its ideals, and deserve
the care and benefits they have earned
through their honorable service;

Whereas public servants—

(1) have much to offer, as demonstrated by
their expertise and innovative ideas; and

(2) serve as examples by passing on institu-
tional knowledge to train the next genera-
tion of public servants; and

Whereas the week of May 1 through 7, 2016,
marks the 32nd anniversary of Public Service
Recognition Week: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of the week of
May 1 through 7, 2016, as ‘‘Public Service
Recognition Week’’;

(2) commends public servants for their out-
standing contributions to the United States
during Public Service Recognition Week and
throughout the year;

(3) salutes government employees, and
members of the uniformed services, for their
unyielding dedication to, and enthusiasm
for, public service;

(4) honors government employees and
members of the uniformed services who have
given their lives in service to their country;

(5) calls upon a new generation to consider
a career in public service as an honorable
profession; and

(6) encourages efforts to promote public
service careers at every level of government.

————
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3875. Ms. KLOBUCHAR submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
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