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number of regulations that can be en-
forced criminally that they can use to
find a way to punish you for a deed, re-
gardless of how minor or major it was.
But that doesn’t always apply to the
government itself.

The same year that John Yates was
sent to jail for destroying small fish,
the House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform issued a subpoena
to another John, who was then, and is
still, the Commissioner of the IRS,
John Koskinen.

They demanded that he provide,
under subpoena by the force of law, all
of the documents relating to Lois
Lerner and the targeting of conserv-
ative groups by the IRS. However, in-
stead of responding to that subpoena,
the IRS destroyed over 24,000 of those
documents. But yet, today, Mr.
Koskinen is still the Commissioner of
the IRS.

There are two types of enforcement
of laws in this Nation—one for the cit-
izen and one for the government offi-
cial. You see, the Sarbanes-Oxley
catchall that has been used to success-
fully prosecute for destruction of cars
and weapons, even bodies, as well as
documents and evidence, excludes gov-
ernment agencies.

The American people deserve justice.
But we do have one tool, and that is
the tool of this Congress to impeach
those who violate the trust of the
American citizens.

Mr. Speaker, I have cosponsored,
with the chairman of the House Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
Reform, House Resolution 494, which
would bring the Commissioner of the
IRS before this body on charges of im-
peachment for violating the trust of
the American people.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that that resolu-
tion be brought forward and be brought
forward in this House for a vote so that
justice will be served and we can once
again restore the confidence of the
American people that there is one defi-
nition of justice in this Nation, and
that is equal application of the law for
everyone.

COMMENDING STATE OFFICIALS
ON SIGNING THE ABLE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to commend law-
makers in Pennsylvania’s House and
Senate for their work on passing the
Commonwealth’s new ABLE, or
Achieving a Better Life Experience
Act, which was signed into law by the
Pennsylvania Governor on Monday.

The measure’s passage at the State
level follows the signing of a 2014 Fed-
eral law, also known as the ABLE Act.
I was happy to cosponsor that legisla-
tion along with a majority of my col-
leagues here in the House of Represent-
atives. The law empowers people with
disabilities and their families to create
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flexible accounts to help save for med-
ical and dental care, education, com-
munity-based support, employment
training, housing, and transportation.

The State law passed easily in the
Pennsylvania House and Senate last
week, clearing the way for the State to
administer the new accounts created
by the Federal law.

The State eliminates a $2,000 cap on
cash assets for medical assistance for
those with certain intellectual and de-
velopmental disabilities, which acted
as a financial roadblock preventing in-
dividuals from reaching their full po-
tential.

Mr. Speaker, thanks to this new law,
parents of children with developmental
and intellectual disabilities will be
able to save up to $100,000, with no im-
pact on eligibility for medical assist-
ance.

Last week here in Washington, I
joined the National Down Syndrome
Society, where I was proud to be pre-
sented with their Champion of Change
Award. I also had the chance to con-
nect with people from Pennsylvania’s
Fifth Congressional District, including
Alek Masters. Alek is a wonderful
young man who, despite living with
Down syndrome, is an Eagle Scout, the
highest honor earned by the members
of the Boy Scouts of America.

I also was with Isabel Ross, a toddler
from Centre County who attended the
event with her parents, Steve and
Raquel.

There are so many people such as
Alek and Isabel across the Pennsyl-
vania Fifth Congressional District, the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and
our great Nation. Alek is already mak-
ing a difference in his community, and
this new law ensures that he and Isa-
bel, along with the help of their par-
ents, can work towards achieving their
goals.

I know that the ABLE Act, on both
the State and the Federal level, will
play a role in improving the lives of
those who are living with develop-
mental and intellectual disabilities. I
firmly believe that our communities
will be much better because of it.

HONORING BROTHER JAMES
GAFFNEY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Brother James Gaffney
who, after 28 years, will retire from his
storied career as president of Lewis
University in Romeoville, Illinois.

Born and raised on the west side of
Chicago, Brother Gaffney attended St.
Mel High School. While at St. Mel, he
became involved in outreach and youth
service programs with the De La Salle
Christian Brothers. It was at this time
that Brother Gaffney heard his calling
to become a brother and elected to at-
tend seminary at St. Mary’s University
in Minnesota.

Brother Gaffney went on to receive
his BA from St. Mary’s University and
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several master’s degrees from both St.
Mary’s and Manhattan College in New
York. He also holds a doctorate in pas-
toral theology from the University of
St. Mary of the Lake in Mundelein, I1-
linois.

Brother Gaffney’s teaching career
started at the Christian Brothers High
School in St. Joseph, Missouri. He also
served for 11 years at the provincial for
the De La Salle Christian Brothers in
the Chicago district.

Brother Gaffney was chosen to be
president of Lewis University in 1988.
Under his leadership, the school’s stu-
dent body nearly tripled in size, dozens
of new programs were added, and sev-
eral new educational sites were built
around the Chicago area and the Na-
tion, including one in Albuquerque,
New Mexico. He guided the university
to nationwide recognition and influ-
enced students around the world.

In 2015, Lewis University honored
Brother Gaffney by naming him an
honorary founder of the university be-
cause of the tremendous contributions
he made to the school’s growth.

In addition to his service to the
school, Brother Gaffney is active in nu-
merous other organizations. He chairs
the Community Foundation of Will
County, as well as the Lasallian Asso-
ciation of College and University Presi-
dents. He is a member and former chair
of the Federation of Independent Illi-
nois Colleges and Universities, and a
board member and former chair of the
South Metropolitan Regional Higher
Education Consortium and the Great
Lakes Valley Athletic Conference.

Brother Gaffney has also been the re-
cipient of countless awards in connec-
tion with Lewis University. Most re-
cently, he was awarded with the Broth-
er John Johnston FSC Award, which
honors those dedicated to the Lasallian
mission of providing education to all
youth, as well as the Distinguished Cit-
izen Award from the Rainbow Council
Boy Scouts of America.

I have had a number of opportunities
to spend time with Brother Gaffney
since Lewis University was added to
my district in 2013. I have always been
impressed by his strong commitment
to the university and its Catholic and
Lasallian mission. It is obvious in his
interactions with students, faculty,
staff, trustees, and everyone who is a
part of Lewis University. He knows his
flock and they know him, and the re-
spect and love between them is mutual.
There could not be a higher dedication
that anyone has as an educator and as
a Catholic Brother.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in thanking Brother James
Gaffney for all he has done in his 28
years as president of Lewis University,
and to congratulate him on his retire-
ment. Lewis University and its stu-
dents have greatly benefited from his
long tenure leading the school, and we
all look forward to his continued serv-
ice.
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