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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the bi-par-
tisan Congressional Victims’ Rights Caucus
(VRC) advocates for the silent voices of crime
victims. During its 10 year existence, the VRC
has taken the lead in protecting programs that
provide critical support for victim services
throughout the nation, including the Victims of
Crime Act (VOCA), Violence Against Women
Act (VAWA), and the Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Reauthorization Act (TVPRA). Each
year the members of the caucus join together
to honor outstanding individuals who have
given their time and service to helping victims.
This year marks the 10th anniversary of the
Caucus.

On behalf of Congressman CosTA (CA) and
myself, we are honored to present Sac-
ramento resident Beth Hassett with the Ed
Stout Memorial Award. Nominated by Con-
gresswoman DORIS MATsUI of the 6th Con-
gressional District of California, Beth is incred-
ibly deserving of this award. The award hon-
ors the memory of Ed Stout, the Director of
Aid for Victims of Crime of St. Louis, MO, one
of the nation’s three oldest victim assistance
organizations—who died in 2005 following a
30 plus year career of inspiring crime victims
and those who serve them. The honoree is a
professional or volunteer whose efforts directly
benefit victims and survivors of crime.

Beth has been an outspoken and effective
champion for women and children in Sac-
ramento through her leadership as the Execu-
tive Director at WEAVE. Beth leads a team of
advocates who share a common goal of cre-
ating a community that does not tolerate do-
mestic violence and sexual assault and offers
victims the support they need to be safe and
thrive. Established in 1978, WEAVE is Sac-
ramento’s oldest and most comprehensive do-
mestic violence agency and sole Rape Crisis
Center. The agency provides in-person and
telephone support to more than 12,000 sur-
vivors each year.

For 23 years, Beth has worked tirelessly to
improve the quality of life in the Sacramento
Region. Beth has been an active volunteer in
our community, received several community
leadership awards, and served as the Gov-
ernor's appointee to the statewide Domestic
Violence Advisory Committee from 2010
through 2015. She has made it her mission to
educate our community and spread the word
about violence prevention and intervention.
Her leadership on behalf of survivors has
made such a difference in Sacramento. She
could not be more deserving of the Ed Stout
Memorial Award for Outstanding Victim Advo-
cacy.

And that is just the way it is.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor The Thompson-
Clemons Post Number 200 of Greenwood,
Mississippi.

The Thompson-Clemons Post Number 200
of Greenwood, Mississippi was the first African
American Post established in the State of Mis-
sissippi and came about due to the persever-
ance of eighteen determined Black Veterans
of World War | and World War 1l in the Mis-
sissippi Delta.

These veterans attempted to join Keeler-
Hamrick-Gillespie Post Number 29 which re-
fused them membership. Given that this was
the 1940s and Mississippi being a segrega-
tionist state, Post Number 29 could not get a
majority vote of its members to allow black
veterans to join their post.

The eighteen black veterans filed a petition
to start a new post and presented it to the
Mississippi Department of the American Le-
gion. Mr. Solomon N. Dickerson, a black vet-
eran, postal worker and co-worker of Mr. Au-
thor H. Ritchter, the Adjutant of Post Number
29, worked to get the petition through the Dis-
trict. It was due to their vigorous and per-
sistent correspondence to the District and the
Mississippi Department of the American Le-
gion that they were allowed to form a separate
post if they could find a sponsor.

Keesler-Hamrick-Gillespie Post Number 29
agreed to serve as a sponsor to assist
Thompson-Clemons Post Number 200 in get-
ting the temporary charter, paving the way for
other charters to be granted to other black vet-
eran’s groups throughout the state of Mis-
sissippi.

Originally, the post was called the Mis-
sissippi Delta Post Number 200. Mr. L.H.
Threadgill, principal of Stone Street High
School, a veteran of World War Il, proposed
that the post be named after two former stu-
dents of Stone Street High School, that were
killed in action during WWII. The motion car-
ried and the name was adopted. Thompson-
Clemons Post Number 200 was granted a per-
manent charter on July 28, 1949, becoming
the first Black post in the State of Mississippi.
The first Post Commander was Mr. Solomon
N. Dickerson.

Mr. L.H. Threadgill and others in the com-
munity were instrumental in purchasing the
property, obtaining a deed, and getting a
building to establish a post headquarters
where it is still located today.

The Thompson-Clemons Post Number 200
of Greenwood, Mississippi has a distinct track
record of encouragement to veterans with
issues, be they be from serving abroad; in
combat situations or statewide service. Issues
range from transportation to Regional Office
and VA Hospital for medical disability claims,
educational and skill training, housing and
other activities including establishing collabo-
rative partnerships with community organiza-
tions to provide emergency services such as
utilities, homes for the homeless, counseling
and assistance in understanding the myriad of
services provided by the VA.

The VA community activities include spon-
sorship of little league baseball teams, voter
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education classes, veterans day celebration,
adopt a school program, donations to needy
families, Boys State Program and the National
American Legion Oratorical Contest, where
candidates sponsored by Post Number 200,
have won the Mississippi State Championship
four times, and three out of the past four
years.

Leadership activities include a weekly live
call in radio talk program aired on WGNL
104.3 FM in Greenwood, Mississippi where
veterans can actually dial up and talk about
issues that affect them and their community.
Partnering with organizations such as the Na-
tional Association of the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP), Greenwood Voters
League, Mississippi Valley State University
and other community based groups that advo-
cate for social justice.

Thompson-Clemons Post Number 200 is
well integrated into the fabric and culture of
the Mississippi Delta and should be recog-
nized as a Post that has the interest of our
service men, their families and community at
heart.

The American Legion Post Number 200 is
moving forward to continue the legacy of
those early veterans who honorably served
their country and had the vision that through
the American Legion and its core principles,
they could continue to protect and build an
America and Mississippi.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing a remarkable organization, The
Thompson-Clemons Post Number 200, for its
dedication to serving our veterans and giving
back to the African American community.

————
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Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. | am pleased to announce that
Thomas Koizumi of Findlay, Ohio has been of-
fered an appointment to the United States Mili-
tary Academy in West Point, New York.

Thomas’ offer of appointment poises him to
attend the United States Military Academy this
fall with the incoming Class of 2020. Attending
one of our nation’s military academies not only
offers the opportunity to serve our country but
also guarantees a world-class education, while
undertaking one of the most challenging and
rewarding experiences of their lives.

Thomas brings an enormous amount of
leadership, service, and dedication to the in-
coming Class of 2020. While attending Liberty-
Benton High School in Findlay, Ohio, Thomas
earned top student of class awards, was a
member of the National Honor Society, and
was ranked first in his class.

Throughout high school, Thomas was a
member of his school's cross country team,
serving as its captain and earning his varsity
letter. Thomas was also active and exceled in
gymnastics and Kendo. | am confident that
Thomas will carry the lessons of his student



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-24T11:13:00-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




