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Michigan through the Portage Lakefront Park, 
which Roy Deda helped spearhead. The 
scope of the Portage Lakefront Park project 
has been further expanded to include the res-
toration of an additional sixty-nine acres re-
cently acquired by the City of Portage. Thanks 
to Roy’s direction, the Portage Lakefront Park 
embodies the essence of the Lake Michigan 
Waterfront Authority, the intent of which is to 
increase public access to the Lake Michigan 
shoreline in Indiana. The success of these 
transformational projects improve the quality of 
life in Northwest Indiana and increase opportu-
nities for economic development in our region, 
and for that I am grateful for Mr. Deda’s ex-
ceptional work and dedication to bring these 
initiatives to fruition. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and all our col-
leagues join me in commending Roy Deda for 
his exceptional career, and in wishing him well 
as he spends time with his friends and family 
in retirement, including his children Erin and 
Donald. Roy’s work and life of dedicated pub-
lic service will enrich generations to come, and 
for his many contributions, he is worthy of the 
highest praise. 
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Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
highlight a disturbing trend that deserves in-
creased scrutiny in the wake of Russia’s grow-
ing aggression in the Baltics, Ukraine, Eastern 
Europe, and the South Caucasus. Recently, 
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg 
met with members of the Senate Armed Serv-
ices and Foreign Relations Committees to dis-
cuss how to counter an assertive Russia, a 
phenomenon he describes as ‘‘a chief threat.’’ 

To be sure, recent events have led some to 
question the relevance of the NATO alliance. 
Indeed, that the U.S. accounted for more than 
72 percent of NATO members’ total defense 
expenditures, spending about $649.9 billion 
last year, exemplifies the need to reform the 
28-member defense alliance to restore it to a 
body that collectively wields the power to deter 
aggression and secure peace. 

Currently, only 5 members of the 28 nation 
alliance spend the NATO recommended 2 per-
cent of their gross domestic product on de-
fense. This statistic is troublesome and indic-
ative of a vastly disproportionate burden shar-
ing that has existed for far too long and has 
potentially compromised NATO’s effective-
ness. 

Perhaps as a result, Putin has successfully 
increased pressure on NATO’s perimeter in an 
attempt to solidify control of the ‘‘Near 
Abroad.’’ Moscow’s invasion of Georgia in 
2008 set in motion what has become an in-
creasingly obvious pattern. Russia’s annex-
ation of Crimea in 2014, ongoing military cam-
paign in the eastern part of Ukraine, and most 
recently, its confrontation with Azerbaijan 
through its proxy Armenia, epitomize Polish 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Witold 
Waszcykowski’s characterization: Russia is 
‘‘an aggressive neighbor that is openly pro-
claiming the redrawing of the borders of Eu-
rope.’’ 

As NATO members in Central, Eastern and 
Southern Europe continue to face antagonism 
from Russia, including a substantial military 
buildup in Armenia where it has deployed ad-
vanced fighter aircraft and attack helicopters 
to bases in Armenian territory just 25 miles 
from the Turkish border, the time to address 
the systemic issues that have plagued the 
NATO alliance is now. 

European countries must step up to the 
plate to counter aggression and send a clear 
message to Russia that their actions will not 
be allowed to continue. 
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Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the University of Mary Wash-
ington celebrating their 75th anniversary as a 
Federal Depository Library on Thursday, 
March 10. The public has a right to informa-
tion contained in Government documents, 
which have been published at public expense 
and the Government has an obligation to en-
sure the availability of, and access to, these 
documents at no cost. Federal Depository Li-
braries serve that goal by providing free, 
ready, and permanent public access to Fed-
eral Government information for present and 
future generations. UMW has shown true serv-
ice to the community by highlighting the diver-
sity and excellence of government information. 
I am thrilled to have the UMW Federal Deposi-
tory Library Program as a part of the First Dis-
trict and want to again congratulate them on 
this amazing achievement. 
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Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today, two days prior to Earth Day, in my ca-
pacity as a member of the bipartisan Congres-
sional Aluminum Caucus, to note the many 
ways in which the aluminum industry has con-
tributed to the environmental goals we all 
share. 

The list of contributions the aluminum indus-
try has made to protect our nation’s air and 
land is long, but allow me to mention just two 
ways in which aluminum deserves recognition 
on Earth Day. 

Let’s start with recycling. The aluminum in-
dustry’s record as a contributor to driving up 
the nation’s recycling rate is formidable. In the 
United States, 70 percent of all aluminum pro-
duced is recycled. And recycling that alu-
minum requires only 8 percent of the energy 
it took to make it the first time. 

Because the metal is infinitely recyclable, as 
well as durable, a remarkable 75 percent of all 
aluminum ever made is still in use. Recycled 

aluminum is so valuable that it more than pays 
for itself in the consumer recovery stream. 

We all benefit from clean air, and aluminum 
has a lot to be proud of here, too. As auto 
companies commit to increased fuel economy, 
many are realizing that using aluminum in the 
bodies of cars and trucks significantly in-
creases performance because it’s strong and 
light weight. 

This, in turn, means that drivers go further 
on a tank of gas, saving vast amounts of 
money over the life of a vehicle. It means that 
a lighter weight vehicle will be responsible for 
reduced greenhouse gases and increased fuel 
efficiency, which benefits everyone. And alu-
minum is increasingly being used in modern 
building construction, which in turn makes 
buildings more energy efficient. 

I am proud to have major aluminum plants 
in my district that generate $755.7 million in 
economic output. It creates great jobs, and is 
putting into commerce a material that is being 
used increasingly in all aspects of our lives 
from cars, planes and buildings and construc-
tion. 

On this day, when we take note of the great 
strides we have made in protecting the planet, 
but also realize the work ahead of us, I want-
ed to take special note of the contributions 
made by my friends in the aluminum industry. 
I applaud their efforts. 
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Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
July 28, 2015 testimony of John Englander to 
the House Subcommittee on Energy and Min-
eral Resources. 

Chairman Lamborn, Ranking Member 
Lowenthal, and members of the Committee: 
I am John Englander, an oceanographer, 
independent consultant, and author of the 
book, High Tide On Main Street: Rising Sea 
Level and the Coming Coastal Crisis. (2nd 
Ed, 2013, The Science Bookshelf) 

Thank you for inviting me to comment on 
the implementation of the Coastal Zone 
Management Act. Your oversight of that im-
portant legislation is a good opportunity to 
consider the profound changes in the coast-
line that are just beginning to occur and will 
almost certainly accelerate in the decades 
ahead. I believe that looking forward to new 
perspectives about our coastal zone manage-
ment is a truly important role for your sub-
committee and the Natural Resources Com-
mittee and deserves a high priority. 

Throughout human civilization we have 
recognized the highly dynamic aspects of the 
broad coastal zone, particularly the varying 
tides and storms, and shoreline erosion or 
accretion. Yet, it was generally assumed 
that the base sea level was rather stable. 
That was a commonsense belief as the funda-
mental height of the ocean had changed lit-
tle in all of recorded human history, going 
back some five or six thousand years. 

Understanding of the ice age cycles, how-
ever, gives a critical perspective that is key 
to recognizing the new era we are now enter-
ing. Thus I would like to briefly explain the 
ice ages and the implications for future sea 
level change, as that will directly impact 
how we define and manage the coastal zone. 
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