April 19, 2016

a car and died right on the spot, imme-
diately.

One 16-year-old girl, White, alive
today; one 14-year-old boy, African
American, dead.

This is his picture, Andrew Joseph
III. This is what this boy looked like.
He was a good student, quite an ath-
lete, had a wonderful future ahead of
him. But not being White, his parents
didn’t get a call that night to say to
come pick him up.

I submit to you, this is not just one
person’s tragedy. It is not just the
tragedy of these parents standing at
his gravesite. It is the tragedy of
America. We persist in being a country
of sometimes casual racism, racism
that sometimes goes unnoticed.

If you say a bad word that begins
with the letter N and there happens to
be a recording device nearby, you will
certainly be scolded and to some de-
gree held accountable, that much is
true. But institutionalized racism, ra-
cial profiling, redlining is not treated
the same way because it is just too
hard. It is much like the concept that,
if we close our eyes to it, it will some-
how disappear. A 1-year-old, maybe a 2-
year-old might think that way, but a
country of 330 million, why do we ever
think that way?

Now, I wish I could tell you that the
story somehow had a happy ending. It
doesn’t. This kind of institutionalized
racism goes on today. I asked the FBI
to investigate whether there is racial
profiling by the police force in Tampa.
They are thinking about it. I don’t
know if they are going to say yes or
they are going to say no. I can’t tell for
sure. That is their decision, not mine.

I remember when I was a boy, a great
man said he hoped to see a day in
America where his four children were
judged not by the color of their skin
but by their character. I submit to you,
this boy was judged by the color of his
skin, and he is not the only one.

We live in an America today, a coun-
try where 29 percent of White adults
have college degrees; 18 percent of Afri-
can Americans have college degrees. If
Andrew Joseph III had lived, then his
chance of getting a college degree
would have been stunted, perhaps even
forbidden, by the color of his skin.

Now, if he had lived, whether or not
he had gone to college, he would have
grown up in a country where African
Americans like him have an average
household income of $37,000. Whites
have an average income of $57,000. The
color of his skin, you could say, if he
lived, would have cost him $20,000 a
year. That is our new poll tax, $20,000 a
year.

If he had managed to get across that
highway—I imagine him being picked
up safely by his father that night,
whom you see here on my right—then,
as an African American male, his life
expectancy would have been 73 years.
The life expectancy of White males in
this country, including me, is 78 years.
Now, it is a great tragedy—a great,
great tragedy—that we stole 50 years of
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life from this one boy, but how much
greater tragedy is it that we steal 5
years of life from 40 million?

We are in danger at this point of be-
coming a society that is not colorblind,
not blind to color, but, rather, a coun-
try that is blind to racism. There is an
easy way to end this problem. It is
called doing something about it. It is
called pulling ourselves together in the
same way that we began to do in the
1960s: acknowledging these differences,
and then remedying them.

I well recall that in the current Pres-
idential election, the former Governor
of my State, Jeb Bush, spent $125 mil-
lion on his campaign and got four
votes—four votes, convention votes.
But I remember that it never came up
that Jeb Bush wiped out, destroyed,
eliminated, blew up affirmative action
in my State of Florida—and now it is
gone.

So the question before us is, writ
small: How do we acknowledge that
Black lives matter? How do we ac-
knowledge that a terrible tragedy took
place here and robbed this good young
man of his life? And, writ large, what
do we finally do—finally, finally, fi-
nally—5b0 years after the civil rights
movement began, to end inequality in
this country, end it?

It starts with justice, and it ends
with equality. Not just the pablum of
equality of opportunity, that buzz
phrase that we use in order to solve our
consciences, but, rather, the equality
of results: an America where an Afri-
can American boy is just as likely to
go to college as a White boy; an Amer-
ica where an African American is just
as likely to earn as much money as a
White, and, for God’s sake, an African
American can live as long as a White
man does.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 28 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, April 20, 2016, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

———————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5083. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a determination regarding
countries of particular concern for having
engaged in or tolerated particularly severe
violations of religious freedom, pursuant to
22 U.S.C. 6442(c)(5); Public Law 105-292, Sec.
402 (as amended by Public Law 106-55, Sec.
2(a)); (113 Stat. 405); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

5084. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six-
month periodic report on the national emer-
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gency with respect to the Central African
Republic that was declared in Executive
Order 13667 of May 12, 2014, pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c);
(90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public
Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5085. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Syria that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13338 of May 11,
2004, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

5086. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser, Office of Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting a report concerning
international agreements other than treaties
entered into by the United States to be
transmitted to the Congress within the
sixty-day period specified in the Case-Za-
blocki Act, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 112b(d)(1);
Public Law 92-403, Sec. 1; (86 Stat. 619); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5087. A letter from the Director, Inter-
national Cooperation, Acquisition, Tech-
nology and Logistics, Department of De-
fense, transmitting the Department’s intent
to sign a Project Arrangement to the Memo-
randum of Understanding Between the De-
partment of Defense of the United States of
America and the Secretary of State for De-
fense of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, Transmittal No. 07-17,
pursuant to Executive Order 13637 and Sec.
27(f) of the Arms Export Control Act; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5088. A letter from the Director, Inter-
national Cooperation, Acquisition, Tech-
nology and Logistics, Department of De-
fense, transmitting the Department’s intent
to sign a Project Arrangement to the Memo-
randum of Understanding Between the De-
partment of Defense of the United States of
America and the Secretary of State for De-
fense of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland Transmittal No. 06-16,
pursuant to Executive Order 13637, and Sec.
24(f) of the Arms Export Control Act; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5089. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting a notice of Proposed
Issuance of Letter of Offer and Acceptance to
France, Transmittal No. 16-22, pursuant to
Sec. 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act,
as amended; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

5090. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
FY 2015 No FEAR Act report, pursuant to
Public Law 107-174, 203(a); (116 Stat. 569); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

5091. A letter from the Director, Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Compliance and Oper-
ations Division, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the FY 2015
No FEAR Act report, pursuant to Public Law
107-174, 203(a); (116 Stat. 569); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

5092. A letter from the Director, National
Science Foundation, transmitting the FY
2015 No FEAR Act report, pursuant to Public
Law 107-174, 203(a); (116 Stat. 569); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

5093. A letter from the Auditor, Office of
the District of Columbia Auditor, transmit-
ting a report entitled ‘“‘District of Columbia
Agencies’ Compliance with Fiscal Year 2015
Small Business Enterprise Expenditure
Goals’; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.
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