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statute. While it appears likely that the
Zika virus disproportionately affects poor
and marginalized populations, it also appears
that there is a significant market for the
Zika virus medical products in developed na-
tions, which would render the Zika virus in-
eligible for addition to the PRV list under
the statute at this time.

FDA agrees that we need to do all that we
can to facilitate the development of and ac-
cess to medical products as quickly as pos-
sible to respond to the Zika virus outbreak.
We fully believe that the incentives cur-
rently available for the Zika product devel-
opment—such as funding for research and de-
velopment, and clinical trial costs from gov-
ernment and non-governmental organiza-
tions—as well as extensive HHS technical as-
sistance for product developers, are suffi-
cient to help bring Zika products to market.
FDA is fully prepared to use its authorities
to the fullest extent appropriate—including
proven mechanisms to speed the availability
of medical products for serious diseases—to
help facilitate the development and avail-
ability of products with the potential to
mitigate this outbreak as quickly as the
science will allow. However, expanding the
PRV program by adding diseases or condi-
tions that do not meet the criteria for inclu-
sion is unnecessary, weakens the effective-
ness of the PRV program, and creates an
undue burden on FDA that can ultimately
harm public health.

As you are aware, the Administration has
asked Congress for approximately $1.9 billion
in emergency funding to enhance our ongo-
ing efforts to prepare for and respond to the
Zika virus, both domestically and inter-
nationally. Approving this funding request,
which includes support for medical product
development and procurement, is essential
for sustaining HHS’s effort to effectively
incentivize the development and availability
of medical products for the Zika virus.

Thank you, again, for contacting us con-
cerning this matter. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please do not hesitate to
contact me. The same letter has been sent to
your cosigners.

Sincerely,
DAYLE CRISTINZIO,
Acting Associate Commissioner for
Legislation.

——————

NO RATE REGULATION OF
BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS
ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2016

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2666) to pro-
hibit the Federal Communications Commis-
sion from regulating the rates charged for
broadband Internet access service:

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Chair, | rise
today in opposition to H.R. 2666, the No Rate
Regulation Act. Many small businesses and
many of my neighbors in the Tampa Bay area
have experienced loss of internet, TV and
phone services. | want to ensure that my
neighbors and businesses are protected—I am
fighting for them to receive the services they
paid for. The No Rate Regulation Act aims to
dismantle the open internet and take the “cop
off the beat” by hamstringing the FCC’s ability
to protect the consumer. Because of these
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concerns on behalf of my neighbors and small
businesses, today | will vote against this bill.

This is timely legislation for all the wrong
reasons. On April 1 of this year, Frontier Com-
munications assumed Verizon’s TV, internet
and land-line phone services in the Tampa
Bay area. Since the transition, small busi-
nesses and individual consumers in Florida
have experienced loss of internet, TV and
phone services. Consumers are paying for
services they are not receiving. Even now,
customers are reporting waiting for Frontier's
technicians that are “no shows”. Frontier ap-
pears to be unable to provide the necessary
services to my neighbors, at the present time.

| am here today to ensure all customers are
protected. | have been fighting to protect the
consumer and for robust public interest re-
views. On February 2nd | stated in my letter
to the FCC regarding the proposed Bright
House Networks/Time Warner Cable/Charter
merger that it is appropriate for the FCC to in-
vestigate that “best practices” are present on
behalf consumers.

The awesome power of the internet should
be used to build up our community and grow
opportunity for our children. | am proud that
last year Tampa was selected as one of only
27 communities nationwide to participate in
ConnectHOME, which promotes locally tai-
lored solutions to help bridge the gap in digital
access for working-class households by ad-
dressing the barriers they have to high-speed
broadband.

We should be dedicated to significant com-
munity boosts in access to digital opportunities
for our students. We should be working with
all agencies to develop the types of skills
needed to secure today’s higher paying jobs
for all our kids. Instead of inviting a promising
tomorrow, Republicans have chosen to focus
on a bad bill with no future today.

On the House floor Republicans have of-
fered the No Rate Regulation Act. If passed it
could undermine key provisions in the FCC’s
Open Internet order and harm the Commis-
sion’s ability to protect consumers. This bill
simply fails to define a clear definition and ex-
perts assert that the bill could result in unin-
tended consequences. The No Rate Regula-
tion Act is overly broad and extends far be-
yond the goals of codifying the FCC’s forbear-
ance from applying provisions of the Commu-
nications Act related to tariffs, rate approval,
or other forms of utility regulation. The FCC
should not be stymied in their participation of
mergers and acquisitions like the Bright
House/TWC/Charter proposal. For example, |
have said that BHN’s Connect2Compete Pro-
gram should be maintained, but as written,
this legislation could undermine the FCC’s
ability to encourage customer service agree-
ments that protect the most vulnerable.

We have seen the Comcast Universal merg-
er approval include the supply of an affordable
internet program called the Internet Essentials.
These stipulations are important and should
be maintained in other deals moving forward.

Mr. Chair, today | will vote against this Re-
publican bill that could undermine key provi-
sions in the FCC’s Open Internet Order and
harm the FCC’s ability to protect consumers.
We should not be undermining the FCC. This
legislation could exacerbate already negative
consequences for my neighbors in the Tampa
Bay area. | will continue work to protect con-
sumers and neighbors in my community and
vote no on the No Rate Regulation Act.

April 18, 2016

COMMENDING BETSY FLEMING
FOR HER SERVICE AS PRESI-
DENT OF CONVERSE COLLEGE

HON. TREY GOWDY

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 18, 2016

Mr. GOWDY. Mr. Speaker, today | com-
mend President Betsy Fleming of Converse
College for her service to higher education
and her remarkable impact on South Carolina.

After growing up in Spartanburg, President
Fleming left in 1984 to embark on her journey
to become a renowned art-historian. Through-
out her career, she held curatorial positions at
several prominent museums across the United
States as well as overseas in London. Prior to
being named President of Converse College in
2005, Fleming served as the executive direc-
tor of the Gibbes Museum of Art in Charles-
ton, South Carolina.

Under President Fleming's eleven years of
leadership, Converse College experienced in-
credible transformation. During her tenure,
Converse reduced its tuition by 43 percent
and celebrated its largest undergraduate en-
rollment in over 25 years, becoming a national
leader in affordability and value. Furthermore,
Converse gained full NCAA Division |l mem-
bership in eleven sports programs and raised
more than $76 million in support.

In addition to her impact on the Converse
College community, President Fleming’s serv-
ice extends above and beyond her commit-
ment in Spartanburg. An Aspen Institute Lib-
erty Fellow, President Fleming serves on the
Council of Presidents for the Association of
Governing Boards (AGB), the Council of Inde-
pendent Colleges (CIC) Steering Committee in
the Future of Higher Education, and on the
Board of Directors for both the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Richmond, Charlotte Branch
and Blue Cross Blue Shield of South Carolina.

President Fleming’s impact on students,
staff, and faculty will always be remembered,
and her legacy will transform the future of
Converse College. | thank President Fleming
for her extraordinary service and congratulate
her on her retirement. We look forward to the
next chapter of her remarkable life as she
continues to serve our community, state and
country.

IN MEMORY OF RACHEL HOUSTON

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 18, 2016

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, | stand today
to remember and honor the life, faith, and
service of Rachel Margaret Houston. A former
legislative assistant in my office, Rachel
passed away on April 10, 2016, at the far-too-
young age of 32.

Those of us who had the honor to know Ra-
chel knew her kind heart, deep faith, and com-
passion for others. Friends and former co-
workers remembered her as a “wonderful”
and “lovely person,” and a “soft, sweet spirit,”
with a “bright smile, kind words, and warm
heart.” Rachel was that rare person who could
reach out to someone new and make him or
her feel welcomed, supported, and encour-
aged. Her kindness left a mark on all who
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knew and worked with her—whether for a
short time, or over the course of years.

In her professional life, Rachel exemplified
qualities worth emulating. In her work for the
people of New Jersey’s 5th Congressional
District, she demonstrated a commitment to
excellence and always strove to give her best.
Her colleagues and friends alike, both on and
off Capitol Hill, recognized her for her sharp
mind, loving spirit, and inner strength.

Rachel was devoted to causes greater than
herself and impacted many lives beyond her
work in Congress. In 2006, she participated in
the Family Research Council's Witherspoon
Fellowship program to prepare for leadership
and service in the public arena. She was an
accomplished writer, and she also shared her
faith, time, and talent through various mission
trips as well as through her church family.

Rachel was a blessing in the lives of all who
knew her. She loved her God, her country,
and her fellow man—and she will be missed.
My prayer is that God will comfort her family
and friends during this time, and that they will
know that Rachel’s life will be remembered.

——————

THE 37TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 18, 2016

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, April 10th
marked the 37th anniversary of the enactment
of the Taiwan Relations Act. This landmark
legislation, one of Congress’ great achieve-
ments, has guaranteed and continues to guar-
antee ongoing relations with our friend and
partner, Taiwan.

Taiwan’s President Ma made a speech at
the American Chamber of Commerce in Taipei
(AmCham) Hsie Nian Fan celebration on
March 30th, 2016. In the speech, President
Ma pointed out that in the US-based Global
Finance magazine’s ratings of the world’s rich-
est countries from November of last year, Tai-
wan ranked 19th out of 185 countries world-
wide. That put Taiwan right behind Germany,
and far ahead of countries like France, Great
Britain, Japan, and South Korea. Additionally,
in the 2015 global competitiveness ratings
published by the Institute of Management De-
velopment (IMD), in Lausanne, Switzerland,
Taiwan ranked No. 11 in the world and No. 3
in the Asia-Pacific Region. Taiwan has created
an enviable and thriving innovative economy.
| give praise to President Ma’s leadership. The
United States and Taiwan enjoy a long-
standing relationship that stems from our
shared values: democracy, the rule of law,
and free enterprise. Taiwan is a strong eco-
nomic partner—in fact they are now our 9th-
largest trading partner. In 2014, Colorado’s ex-
ports to Taiwan reached $191.5 million. Tai-
wan is Colorado’s 7th largest export market in
Asia, and 14th largest export market in the
world. Colorado companies have substantial
opportunities to expand their business and co-
operation with Taiwan. Equally important are
the Taiwanese-Americans living in Colorado
and the wealth of knowledge and entrepre-
neurial energy they bring.

| offer my warmest and best wishes to the
people of Taiwan on this 37th anniversary of
the Taiwan Relations Act. | also extend my
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congratulations to Dr. Tsai Ing-wen on her vic-
tory in the Taiwanese Presidential election. |
look forward to the continued and growing
friendship and partnership between the United
States and Taiwan.

————

TRIBUTE TO JOSH CALHOON
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 18, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Mr. Josh
Calhoon of Minden, lowa, on his selection to
the Tri-Center High School Basketball Hall of
Fame. Josh, a 2010 graduate of Tri-Center
High School, in Avoca, lowa, is known for
being an outstanding athlete.

The Tri-Center High School Hall of Fame
was created in 1991 to honor those students
who excelled in high school basketball. In his
career, Josh led the Tri-Center Trojans to
many victories as a two-year starting varsity
team member, a three-year letter winner, first
All-Western lowa Conference selection and
was named to the Southwest lowa All-Star
Game, Josh epitomizes the word, “leader-
ship.” He scored 818 points during his basket-
ball career and is remembered for his work
ethic, especially his willingness to go above
and beyond for his beloved Tri-Center Trojans.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud and congratulate
Josh for his induction into the Tri-Center High
School Basketball Hall of Fame. | am proud to
represent him in the United States Congress.
| ask that my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating Josh and wishing him nothing but con-
tinued success.

———

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE
SERVICE OF COLONEL ROCKY
McPHERSON, UNITED STATES
MARINE CORPS (RET)

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 18, 2016

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize and honor Colonel Rocky
McPherson, United States Marine Corps (Ret),
for his more than fifty years of dedicated serv-
ice to the State of Florida and our great Na-
tion.

A 1966 graduate of the United States Naval
Academy, Rocky received his commission in
the United States Marine Corps. For more
than 30 years, his military career took him
around the globe, which began upon commis-
sion with the first of two combat tours and in-
cluded a myriad of command and leadership
roles. In his first combat assignment, Rocky
deployed to Vietnam and served as an Infan-
try Officer with A Company, 1st Battalion, 7th
Marines. When he returned home, he at-
tended the Air Force flight school at Reese Air
Force Base in Lubbock, Texas. Having earned
his wings, he moved on to his next assign-
ment, mission qualification in the all-weather
attack aircraft A6 Intruder. As a newly minted
pilot, Rocky returned to Vietham aboard the
USS Coral Sea (CVA-43) as a Squadron
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Landing Signal Officer. During this second
combat tour, he recorded numerous sorties
over Vietham and had over 160 carrier land-
ings. His two combat tours earned him the dis-
tinction as the only Marine officer with both
ground and aviation combat tours during the
Vietnam war.

For the next several tours, Rocky remained
stateside. He served as the Marine Corps
Representative at the United States Air Force
Academy and at Marine Headquarters in
Washington, D.C. He then commanded the
Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 121
aboard the USS Ranger (CV-61); took on the
responsibility of training and operations for
more than 400 tactical aircraft as Deputy
Wings Operations Officer in ElI Toro, Cali-
fornia; and commanded the Marine Air Train-
ing Support Group at Whidbey Island, Wash-
ington, before returning abroad as Chief of
Staff to Ill Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF)
in Okinawa, Japan. Rocky made his final stop
at Marine Corps Headquarters as Manpower
Division Deputy Director before retiring as
Colonel in 1995.

Colonel McPherson’s commitment to public
service did not end there, however. From
1999 to 2007, he continued to serve in sup-
port of our Nation’s heroes and in particular
the more than 1.5 million veterans and their
families in Florida, as the Executive Director of
Florida Department of Veterans Affairs. During
his tenure, he oversaw the most significant ex-
pansion of state veterans’ nursing homes and
was a driving force behind the Florida World
War Il Memorial and monument and the ex-
pansion of Bushnell National Cemetery. Addi-
tionally, he helped to ensure that wounded
service members returning home from the
Global War on Terror received the support
and care they had earned.

Florida is proud of being home to our Na-
tion’s servicemembers and veterans, and
Rocky understands the critical importance that
the military missions based in the state play in
providing for our strong national defense. To
that end, he has spent the last decade of his
career in support of Florida’s military installa-
tions as part of Enterprise Florida, Inc. He
played an integral role in standing up the Flor-
ida Defense Support Task Force, created by
Florida Statute, to preserve, protect, and en-
hance Florida’s military missions and installa-
tions and currently serves as its Vice Presi-
dent of Military and Defense Programs, Stra-
tegic Partnerships. Rocky also assisted in cre-
ating and publishing the Florida Military
Friendly Guide, a summary of all laws and
programs in Florida benefitting active duty,
Reserve and National Guard personnel and
their families, as well as production of the
Florida Defense Industry Economic Impact
Analysis. Furthermore, he played an integral
role in establishing the first-ever program for
applying state resources to non-conservation
lands transactions in Florida Statute to protect
military missions from non-compatible devel-
opment and other encroachment threats to the
military value of Florida installations. He has
been an active and valued voice on the State
Advisory Council for the Association of De-
fense Communities.

Without question, Colonel Rocky McPherson
can hang his hat up on a career he can be
proud of. He has proven to be an accom-
plished leader who has dedicated his life to
serving the State of Florida and the United
States of America, and his unwavering com-
mitment to men and women in the Armed
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