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Mr. GOHMERT. The gentleman is ex-

actly right. It seems like the big push 
is to resolve the issue of what is owed 
to the bondholders who invested 
money; and, apparently, they are the 
ones running commercials in some peo-
ple’s districts about, oh, don’t do a 
bailout, because they want to get their 
full money on what they invested. I 
sure understand that. 

But as my friend has pointed out, we 
can’t be sure that there will be any re-
forms. I know some of our friends, we 
think, well, there is such massive un-
employment. Well, one cure in some 
places to help with massive unemploy-
ment is to lower the minimum wage 
and get more people to work, and that 
is being suggested; but in Puerto Rico, 
I was reading that, for a typical family 
of three, if someone works a 40-hour- 
per-week minimum wage job, at the 
current minimum wage before it is low-
ered like some people are advocating, 
the take-home is under $1,200. However, 
the welfare payments they would be 
entitled to, typically, on average, 
would be about $1,800 a month; so 
sometimes lowering the minimum 
wage would be a solution. 

In Puerto Rico, where—and of course 
I think it is totally appropriate and 
fair, as the Founders said: If they don’t 
elect one representative to the body 
that makes taxes, then they have no 
right to make taxes on us. So, in Puer-
to Rico, which is also true of Guam, 
Samoa, the Mariana Islands, any terri-
tory where they elect a delegate or 
they don’t elect a full voting Rep-
resentative, because those come from 
the several States, they don’t pay any 
Federal income tax. 

So I had in my mind that, wow, Puer-
to Rico could be the American Hong 
Kong. They have all the Federal bene-
fits. I read one estimate that 20 percent 
of all of the income made by people in 
Puerto Rico is actually welfare bene-
fits, paid by people of the 50 States. 

But some of the towns—I saw a 
chart—I think the highest was right at 
46 percent of the local community 
work for government. And, you know, 
you have got communities, 28,000, 
35,000, where 40 percent of the whole 
population works for the government. 
Something has to be done about that. 

Our friend, fellow Republican Luis 
Fortuño, got elected Governor, and he 
could see the handwriting on the wall. 
We have got to get our government 
down and under control because, if we 
are going to expect anybody to help us 
at all, we have got to show we are able 
to take care of our own problems. He 
was promptly fired at the next election 
for trying to get the massive govern-
ment bureaucracy under control. That 
hasn’t been dealt with. There is no in-
dication it will actually be dealt with. 

President Obama will make all the 
appointments of the board we are talk-
ing about that will have oversight, but 
those will come from recommendations 
from Minority Leader PELOSI, Speaker 
RYAN, Majority Leader MCCONNELL, 
and Minority Leader REID; and the 

President will make what will be the 
deciding vote on close calls. So there 
are no assurances that there is going to 
be reform in these areas. 

As my friend, Senator INHOFE from 
Oklahoma, has pointed out, Puerto 
Rico had the only area, he was telling 
me, in the world where all of our mili-
tary branches could come together and 
do tactical exercises, you know, storm 
the beach type of things. And that was 
taken away; and that land, 17,000 or so 
acres, is owned by the Department of 
the Interior. 

Puerto Rico, apparently, is part of 
this deal. They don’t want to sell any 
Puerto Rican land, but they are willing 
to let the Department of the Interior 
sell their land and give that money to 
Puerto Rico. So we are not giving them 
direct payments, but the Department 
of the Interior, part of this deal is 
going to be selling things. 

Mr. SANFORD. If the gentleman 
would yield, and then I will leave it to 
you. 

You hit on Luis Fortuño, and I do 
want to shout out, I worked with him 
in a former role in government, and 
you are absolutely correct. What he 
tried to do, I think, was brave in polit-
ical terms, courageous, and he paid a 
price for it in the political world; but I 
think that the record will show that he 
was trying to do the right thing on 
that front. 

I think also, what has happened here 
is a reminder of how, if everybody is in 
charge, nobody is in charge. And too 
much of what we see, again, I abso-
lutely empathize with the plight that 
leadership finds themselves in in terms 
of: How do you manage these competi-
tive interests of the need to have finan-
cial stability on an island like Puerto 
Rico, and how do you manage that with 
the precedent that it might set for 
other States and other territories and 
the overall notion of financial respon-
sibility? 

I see your time is about to wind up, 
so I am going to stop for you since it 
was your time. Thank you for letting 
me borrow a few minutes of it. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. JONES (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today on account of 
personal reasons. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 55 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, April 
18, 2016, at noon for morning-hour de-
bate. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

5045. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Acequinocyl; Pesticide Tol-
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2015-0382; FRL-9944-34] 
received April 13, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

5046. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; New 
York; Update to Materials Incorporated by 
Reference [EPA-R02-2015-NY2; FRL-9935-51- 
Region 2] received April 13, 2016, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

5047. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Findings of Failure to Sub-
mit State Implementation Plans Required 
for Attainment of the 2010 1-Hour Primary 
Sulfur Dioxide National Ambient Air Quality 
Standard (NAAQS); Correction [EPA-HQ- 
OAR-2016-0098; FRL-9944-88-OAR] received 
April 13, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

5048. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act, Transmittal No.: DDTC 15- 
088, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c)(2)(C); Public 
Law 90-629, Sec. 36(c) (as added by Public 
Law 94-329, Sec. 211(a)); (82 Stat. 1326); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

5049. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act, Transmittal No.: DDTC 15- 
148, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c)(2)(C); Public 
Law 90-629, Sec. 36(c) (as added by Public 
Law 94-329, Sec. 211(a)); (82 Stat. 1326); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

5050. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act, Transmittal No.: DDTC 15- 
107, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c)(2)(C); Public 
Law 90-629, Sec. 36(c) (as added by Public 
Law 94-329, Sec. 211(a)); (82 Stat. 1326); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

5051. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act, Transmittal No.: DDTC 15- 
061, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c)(2)(C); Public 
Law 90-629, Sec. 36(c) (as added by Public 
Law 94-329, Sec. 211(a)); (82 Stat. 1326); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

5052. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a memorandum of justifica-
tion, pursuant to Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, Secs. 614(a)(3) and 652; Public Law 111- 
117, div. F, Sec. 7009(d); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

5053. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act, Transmittal No.: DDTC 15- 
133, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(d)(1); Public 
Law 90-629, Sec. 36(d) (as added by Public 
Law 94-32 9, Sec. 211(a)); (90 Stat. 740); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

5054. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
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transmitting a certification of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act, Transmittal No.: DDTC 15- 
099, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(d)(1); Public 
Law 90-629, Sec. 36(d) (as added by Public 
Law 94-32 329, Sec. 211(a)); (90 Stat. 740); to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

5055. A letter from the Assistant Director 
for Regulatory Affairs, Office of Foreign As-
sets Control, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Hizballah Financial Sanctions Regulations 
received April 13, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

5056. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Fisheries, Office of Protected Re-
sources, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule — En-
dangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Final Rule to List the Tanzanian 
DPS of African Coelacanth (Latimeria 
chalumnae) as Threatened under the Endan-
gered Species Act [Docket No.: 141219999-6207- 
02] (RIN: 0648-XD681) received April 13, 2016, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. GOODLATTE: Committee on the Judi-
ciary. H.R. 4240. A bill to require an inde-
pendent review of the operation and adminis-
tration of the Terrorist Screening Database 
(TSDB) maintained by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and subsets of the TSDB, and 
for other purposes; with an amendment 
(Rept. 114–495). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ROYCE: Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. H.R. 4678. A bill to prohibit modifica-
tion, abrogation, abandonment, or other re-
lated actions with respect to United States 
jurisdiction and control over United States 
Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
without congressional action (Rept. 114–496). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. DENT: Committee on Appropriations. 
H.R. 4974. A bill making appropriations for 
military construction, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2017, and 
for other purposes (Rept. 114–497). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. DEFAZIO (for himself, Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO, Ms. NORTON, Mr. NAD-
LER, Ms. BROWN of Florida, Ms. EDDIE 
BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. CUM-
MINGS, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, 
Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. LIPINSKI, Mr. 
COHEN, Mr. SIRES, Ms. EDWARDS, Mr. 
GARAMENDI, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, 
Ms. HAHN, Mr. NOLAN, Mrs. KIRK-
PATRICK, Ms. TITUS, Mr. SEAN PAT-
RICK MALONEY of New York, Ms. 
ESTY, Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, Mrs. 
BUSTOS, Mr. HUFFMAN, and Ms. 
BROWNLEY of California): 

H.R. 4954. A bill to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act to authorize ap-

propriations for State water pollution con-
trol revolving funds, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure. 

By Mr. RENACCI (for himself, Mr. 
WEBSTER of Florida, Mr. HANNA, Mr. 
POCAN, Mr. KILMER, and Mr. CARNEY): 

H.R. 4955. A bill to amend the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 to 
exclude the receipts and disbursements of 
the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation 
from the Federal budget; to the Committee 
on the Budget, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia (for 
himself, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BABIN, Mr. 
BARR, Mr. BISHOP of Michigan, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. BOUSTANY, Mr. BRAT, 
Mr. BUCK, Mr. BYRNE, Mr. CALVERT, 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr. COLE, Mr. 
COLLINS of New York, Mr. COLLINS of 
Georgia, Mr. COOK, Mr. CULBERSON, 
Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr. DUNCAN of 
South Carolina, Mr. FARENTHOLD, Mr. 
FLEISCHMANN, Mr. FLEMING, Mr. 
FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. GIBBS, Mr. 
GOHMERT, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. GRAVES of 
Missouri, Mr. GRAVES of Georgia, Mr. 
GUINTA, Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia, 
Mr. HOLDING, Mr. HUDSON, Mr. 
HUELSKAMP, Mr. HULTGREN, Ms. JEN-
KINS of Kansas, Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, 
Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. 
KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. KING of 
Iowa, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. LAMBORN, 
Mr. LANCE, Mr. LONG, Mr. 
LOUDERMILK, Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK, Mrs. MCMORRIS ROD-
GERS, Mr. PALAZZO, Mr. PALMER, Mr. 
PERRY, Mr. POMPEO, Mr. ROE of Ten-
nessee, Mr. ROKITA, Mr. ROSS, Mr. 
ROUZER, Mr. SALMON, Mr. SANFORD, 
Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. 
SESSIONS, Mr. SHIMKUS, Mr. SIMPSON, 
Mr. SMITH of Missouri, Mr. SMITH of 
Texas, Mr. STEWART, Mr. TIPTON, 
Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. WALKER, Mr. 
WEBER of Texas, Mr. WENSTRUP, Mr. 
WESTERMAN, Mr. WESTMORELAND, Mr. 
WITTMAN, Mr. YOHO, Mr. FORBES, 
Mrs. BLACK, Mr. HUNTER, Mr. 
SCHWEIKERT, Mrs. HARTZLER, and Mr. 
DESANTIS): 

H.R. 4956. A bill to provide that no Federal 
funds, fees, or resources may be used to im-
plement certain executive orders, to suspend 
rule making authority, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, and in addition to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. CARSON of Indiana (for him-
self, Mr. BARLETTA, Mr. CARTER of 
Texas, Mrs. COMSTOCK, Mr. CURBELO 
of Florida, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Ms. 
EDWARDS, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky, Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN, and Mr. VISCLOSKY): 

H.R. 4957. A bill to designate the Federal 
building located at 99 New York Avenue, 
N.E., in the District of Columbia as the 
‘‘Ariel Rios Federal Building‘‘; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

By Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana (for her-
self and Mr. KENNEDY): 

H.R. 4958. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Energy to review and update a report on the 
energy and environmental benefits of the re- 
refining of used lubricating oil; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. BUCSHON (for himself and Mr. 
BERA): 

H.R. 4959. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to conduct a 
study on the designation of surgical health 
professional shortage areas; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. FOSTER (for himself and Mr. 
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois): 

H.R. 4960. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
525 N Broadway in Aurora, Illinois, as the 
‘‘Kenneth M. Christy Post Office Building’’; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

By Mr. GIBSON (for himself, Mr. 
TONKO, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY 
of New York, Mr. DONOVAN, and Mr. 
KING of New York): 

H.R. 4961. A bill to amend the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to protect individuals and busi-
nesses from unforeseen consequences that 
may result from Federal disaster assistance, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. HIMES (for himself, Mr. GAR-
RETT, Ms. ESTY, Ms. DELAURO, Ms. 
PINGREE, and Mr. COURTNEY): 

H.R. 4962. A bill to amend title 4 of the 
United States Code to limit the extent to 
which States may tax the compensation 
earned by nonresident telecommuters and 
other multi-State workers; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KING of New York (for himself, 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. BONAMICI, and 
Mr. PETERS): 

H.R. 4963. A bill to better protect, serve, 
and advance the rights of victims of elder 
abuse and exploitation by establishing a pro-
gram to encourage States and other qualified 
entities to create jobs designed to hold of-
fenders accountable, enhance the capacity of 
the justice system to investigate, pursue, 
and prosecute elder abuse cases, identify ex-
isting resources to leverage to the extent 
possible, and assure data collection, re-
search, and evaluation to promote the effi-
cacy and efficiency of the activities de-
scribed in this Act; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. LAMBORN (for himself and Mr. 
LANGEVIN): 

H.R. 4964. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to provide for the rapid acquisi-
tion of directed energy weapons systems by 
the Department of Defense, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

By Mr. TED LIEU of California: 
H.R. 4965. A bill to amend the Federal 

Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to enhance 
medical device communications and ensure 
device cleanliness; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

By Mr. TED LIEU of California (for 
himself and Mr. ROSKAM): 

H.R. 4966. A bill to establish requirements 
for reusable medical devices relating to 
cleaning instructions and validation data, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
of New Mexico: 

H.R. 4967. A bill to amend the Emergency 
Food Assistance Act of 1983 relating to the 
distribution of food; and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
of New Mexico: 

H.R. 4968. A bill to require executive agen-
cies to notify the public and consider public 
comment before relocating an office of the 
agency that has regular contact with the 
public, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 
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