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Mr. HOYER. I may do that. 
First of all, let me thank the gen-

tleman. We are confronting a crisis, as 
the gentleman so well knows, in Puerto 
Rico. On May 1, they will be unable to 
pay their debts. 

I want to thank the majority leader 
who has been leading to reach a bipar-
tisan solution. Unfortunately, as the 
majority leader and I both know, there 
was a failure in committee this week 
to move the bill forward. But I want to 
reiterate my appreciation to the gen-
tleman from California, the majority 
leader, for his efforts to make sure that 
we do, in fact, address this issue before 
May 1. I want to thank him for that. 

It is critical that we do so, it is crit-
ical that we do so in a bipartisan fash-
ion, and it is critical to have a bill that 
both sides can support. I have told the 
majority leader, and I reiterate, we 
hope that on both restructuring and 
the composition and the authority of a 
board of review, an oversight board, 
that we can come to an agreement so 
that we can have such a vote and have 
it in the near future. 

Secondly, can the majority leader 
tell me where we are? I know the budg-
et has been reported out of committee. 
The gentleman talks about Tax Day. 
Obviously, we are now at the point 
when a budget was expected to be 
brought to the floor. Can the majority 
leader tell me where we stand on the 
budget process and the budget coming 
to the floor of the House of Representa-
tives? 

I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 

thank the gentleman for yielding. 
I will first touch on Puerto Rico. I 

thank the gentleman for his work on 
that. Let me start by saying that any 
proposal that the House considers can-
not be a bailout of Puerto Rico. 

I know the committee had a markup 
and they postponed the vote on it sim-
ply because Treasury was still negoti-
ating. We had heard from those on your 
side of the aisle that they did not want 
to pursue or continue until Treasury 
was done negotiating. So we look for-
ward to continue solving this problem 
in a bipartisan manner. 

I also understand the gentleman ask-
ing about the budget. I do believe the 
budget process is an important one, 
and we are continuing to work through 
it. It is out of the committee, and I 
look forward to getting it onto the 
floor. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman. 

Let me mention two other items 
briefly because I know the gentleman 
has a time constraint. Zika and Ebola 
continue to be challenges to the health 
of Americans and, indeed, the health of 
the international community as well. 

Obviously, we previously committed 
a significant sum of money to meet the 
Ebola crisis, which still remains with 
us. It is not on the front burner as it 
was for a period of time, but it is, nev-
ertheless, as the gentleman knows, a 
very significant and serious one. 

In addition, of course, we have the 
crisis that Zika poses to the health and 
welfare not only of women who either 
are or may become pregnant, but also 
to others as well. 

Can the gentleman tell me where the 
funding—as the gentleman knows, the 
administration transferred some funds 
out of the money that was dedicated to 
Ebola. And I want to thank the gen-
tleman for having a hearing, which he 
invited me. We joined in having that 
hearing, and we had Secretary Burwell 
of HHS, Tony Fauci of NIH, and Dr. 
Frieden of CDC—a very important 
hearing. They have transferred some 
money. 

Does the gentleman have any infor-
mation as to when we might move for-
ward, both on backfilling the money 
that has been taken from Ebola and re-
sponding to the administration’s re-
quest for funding for response to Zika? 

I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 

thank the gentleman for yielding. I do 
think the gentleman’s work is bipar-
tisan on our challenge with Zika and as 
we continue to move forward with it. 

First, I am very happy to see that the 
administration did take our advice last 
week and began using the unused Ebola 
funding in our efforts to combat Zika. 
I know that was more than half a bil-
lion dollars. That money is going to go 
a long way to containing the disease. I 
had met with the chairman of Appro-
priations just today. They are con-
tinuing to look and monitor. We be-
lieve this money will take us through-
out the rest of this fiscal year, but we 
will look and monitor where we need it 
and what we need to move forward. 

As the gentleman knows, every day 
we continue to learn more about Zika. 
We are committed on this side, and I 
know on your side as well, to make 
sure that we eradicate this problem 
from ever furthering in America. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman. I look forward to work-
ing with him on both—continuing to 
focus on Ebola, while at the same time 
we focus on the immediate threat of 
Zika. 

The last comment I would make, Mr. 
Speaker, is that Members ought to be 
disabused of the concept—and I have 
heard it, as well as the gentleman has 
heard it—that the legislation under 
consideration for Puerto Rico is a bail-
out. There is no money going to Puerto 
Rico. There is no guarantee of any of 
their indebtedness going from the 
United States to Puerto Rico. 

This is simply whether or not we can 
construct a mechanism so that they 
can restructure their debt, which may 
prolong the period of time in which the 
debt is paid off. It may reduce by some 
amount the debt that is repaid. But as 
the gentleman knows—and he is shak-
ing his head in agreement—we are not 
contemplating nor are we moving for-
ward on a bailout for Puerto Rico. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY, 
APRIL 15, 2016, TO MONDAY, 
APRIL 18, 2016 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday, April 18, 2016, when it 
shall convene at noon for morning-hour 
debate and 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAHOOD). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

RECOGNIZING TOM BOWERS 

(Mr. GRIFFITH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
recognition of Tom Bowers. Tom is a 
Commonwealth attorney for the city of 
Salem, Virginia, who today, in a for-
mal award ceremony at Federal Bureau 
of Investigation headquarters, is re-
ceiving the Richmond FBI’s 2015 Direc-
tor’s Community Leadership Award for 
his efforts to organize a Heroin Preven-
tion Initiative in the Roanoke, Vir-
ginia, area. 

Regrettably, the growing epidemic of 
heroin use is a plague on communities 
throughout the United States. Address-
ing this nationwide problem will re-
quire expanded coordination and in-
volvement by local, State, and Federal 
governments, as well as law enforce-
ment agencies and healthcare profes-
sionals. 

I applaud Commonwealth Attorney 
Bowers and those working for him on 
the Heroin Prevention Initiative for 
their efforts to combat the heroin epi-
demic by bringing awareness to the 
pervasiveness of prescription drug and 
heroin use among youth in our area 
and helping to alleviate the damage to 
our community. 

Others involved in this important 
work in this initiative include the Roa-
noke Area Youth Substance Abuse Coa-
lition, the Prevention Council of Roa-
noke County, the Virginia State Po-
lice, the City of Roanoke Police De-
partment, the Vinton Police Depart-
ment, and the Roanoke County Police 
Department. 

I also would note, of course, that 
Tom Bowers represents the city of 
Salem, and the city of Salem folks are 
involved as well. 

Congratulations to Commonwealth 
Attorney Bowers on being presented 
the Richmond FBI’s 2015 Director’s 
Community Leadership Award. 

f 

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, 
Irvington, New Jersey, Christmas Day, 
December 25, 2013: Pierre Clervoyant, 
Jr., 34 years old; Woodley Daniel, 32; 
Mushir Cureton, 27. 
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