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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable organi-
zation, Sunflower County Freedom Project.

Founded in 1998, the Sunflower County
Freedom Project was started by three Teach
for America teachers who saw a need for an
educational program in the Mississippi Delta
that would challenge and engage young peo-
ple in the area. Initially, the organization was
a summer program at Mississippi Delta Com-
munity College that grew into a year-round
program at the University of Mississippi. In
2002, the organization purchased the LEAD
Center in Sunflower, which houses all of their
programs. They target students in Sunflower
County to complete a six-year fellowship with
the organization beginning with the summer
before they begin seventh grade. The overall
goal is to have 100 percent of their “fellows”,
also known as students, go on to enroll in four
year colleges and universities. To this date
they have met that goal.

The Freedom Project is for students in 7th—
12th grade who want to discipline themselves
into becoming leaders in their homes, schools
and communities. The middle school students
partake in Freedom Summer, which is named
for and rooted in the Civil Rights history of
Freedom Summer ’'64. The high school stu-
dents can participate in ACT Camp or summer
opportunities around the country including
Phillips Exeter Summer Academy and Explo at
Yale University.

We seek to provide students with opportuni-
ties and challenges that will allow them to
grow and mature into leaders for the Mis-
sissippi Delta. Our multi-faceted approach in-
cludes rigorous academic work, arts enrich-
ment, fitness and wellness training, edu-
cational travel and character development for
every student. We travel the country, live in
college dorm rooms, and camp in the wilder-
ness to develop our students and enrich their
lives.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Sunflower County Freedom
Project for its dedication to serving others and
giving back to the African American commu-
nity.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Premium
Panel for receiving a Business Recognition
Award from the Jefferson County Economic
Development Corporation.

The Business Recognition Award is given to
companies that show growth in primary em-
ployment, sales and/or capital investment in
the last year. Premium Panels is a family-
owned and operated metal roofing manufac-
turer and custom sheet metal fabricator in Ar-
vada. The company specializes in concealed
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fastener standing seam metal roofing panels,
wall panels and also provides aggregate pan-
els.

In 2015, Premium Panels expanded to a
30,000 square foot facility in Arvada and has
more than doubled the size of its manufac-
turing facility space and employment.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Pre-
mium Panels for this well-deserved recognition
by Jefferson County EDC. Thank you for your
contributions to the Jefferson County economy
and community.

———
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NOLOGISTS—MICHAEL SPORKIN

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Michael Sporkin from Katy, TX
for being accepted into the National Academy
of Future Scientists and Technologists to rep-
resent the state of Texas at the Congress of
Future Science and Technology leaders.

Michael attends Cinco Ranch High School
and is one of 13 high school honor students
selected from the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas. These students were
selected as Texas delegates at the Congress
of Future Science and Technology Leaders.
This program was designed for high school
students to be recognized for their hard work
in school, as well as to support their aspira-
tions of working in a science or technology
field. The National Academy was founded by
Richard Rossi and Dr. Robert Darling; Mr.
Rossi currently serves as president. The Con-
gress is being held at the Tsongas Center at
the University of Massachusetts, Lowell from
June 29th through July 1st. Michael was se-
lected by a group of educators to be a dele-
gate for the Congress thanks to his dedication
to his academic success and goals of pur-
suing science or technology. We are proud of
Michael and all of his hard work, and know he
will make Katy proud.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Michael for being accepted into the National
Academy of Future Scientists and Tech-
nologists. Keep up the great work.

———
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Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Dylan
Lampe for being named a 2016 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
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on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2016 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 640 business
leaders and growing.

As the Manager of Administration Training
and Quality Control at the Sammons Financial
group, Dylan is responsible for improving the
practices and training of his division. He is
dedicated to providing a work environment
where his co-workers can be happy and enjoy
coming to work every day. Dylan is also pas-
sionate about giving back to his community
and serves on a number of boards and com-
mittees including: Winefest Des Moines, Des
Moines Community Playhouse, Downtown
Neighborhood Association, and Food Bank of
lowa, to name a few.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Dylan in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Dylan on receiving this
esteemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2016 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

—
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Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, yesterday |
had the privilege of participating in the Con-
gressional Gold Medal Ceremony in honor of
the 65th Infantry Regiment, known as the
Borinqueneers. | want to once again express
my most heartfelt congratulations to the Regi-
ment on this important and long overdue rec-
ognition.

This all-volunteer Puerto Rican unit, of more
than 100,000 soldiers, served in World War |1,
World War Il, and the Korean War. The
Borinqueneers have been recognized with one
Medal of Honor, 10 Distinguished Service
Crosses, more than 250 Silver Stars, over 600
Bronze Stars, and nearly 3,000 Purple Hearts.
Yesterday, they receive the highest award
Congress can bestow.

Hundreds of these veterans and their fami-
lies have made my district in Central Florida
their home. | am honored to have been a co-
sponsor of the legislation that finally awarded
them the Congressional Gold Medal. | am also
proud to have urged the President to expedite
the striking of their Medal, and in accordance
with Public Law No. 113-120, a single gold
medal was struck to honor the 65th Infantry
Regiment.

This medal honors the lives of soldiers like
Richard Acosta, a resident of my district. Origi-
nally from Arroyo, Puerto Rico, Mr. Acosta
bravely fought on the front lines during the
Battle of Outpost Kelly in Korea. He recounts
how he almost lost his life when his rifle
jammed in the middle of the battle and when
he went to go inform his Lieutenant, he felt the
whizzing sound of bullets that narrowly passed
within inches of his head. Immediately taking
cover, Mr. Acosta continued to battle without a
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