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customer service are big reasons why he was
given this honor. Not only has he worked tire-
lessly in his professional life, but Alex has
dedicated his time to organizations like the
Des Moines Public Library Foundation board
of directors, the Greater Des Moines Young
Professionals Connection, and Big Brothers
and Big Sisters of Central lowa. His emphasis
on civic duty is a true testament to his char-
acter.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Alex in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Alex on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2016 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

———

WELCOME ANNIBEL FRANCES
SCHUERFELD

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | am happy to congratulate Deputy Staff
Director for the House Armed Services Com-
mittee, Jenness Bergeron Simler and her hus-
band, Gary Warren Schuerfeld, on the birth of
their new baby girl. Annibel Frances “B.B.”
Schuerfeld who was born at 11:24 a.m. on
Monday, June 29, 2015, at Palmetto Baptist
Hospital in Columbia, South Carolina. She
weighed eight pounds and two ounces and
measured 20 and "2 inches long. | have no
doubt her talented parents will be dedicated to
her well-being and bright future.

| would also like to congratulate her brother,
Taggart McRae Schuerfeld, and grandparents,
Shellie Ann Kenna Simler of Tucson, Arizona,
and Pierre Bergeron Simler of Litchfield, Con-
necticut. Congratulations to her entire family
as they welcome their newest addition of pure
pride and joy.

———

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE JERSEY BAT-
TERED WOMEN’S SERVICE

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Jersey Battered Women’s
Service located in Morristown, Morris County,
New Jersey as it celebrates its 40th Anniver-
sary.

The Jersey Battered Women’s Service, or
JBWS, began as a hotline for victims of do-
mestic violence. However, after the murders of
two callers by their husbands, the small group
of female pioneers responsible for the original
hotline recognized the dire need for a greater
service for domestic violence victims in New
Jersey. In 1978, the Jersey Battered Women’s
Shelter opened its doors to those requiring ref-
uge from violence at home. Today, it operates
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as a full-service, private, not-for-profit domes-
tic violence agency.

The Jersey Battered Women'’s Service is a
multi-faceted operation, focused not just on
providing protection to survivors, but also on
helping these individuals rebuild and restart
their lives. JBWS is heavily involved in raising
awareness for domestic violence, specifically
through providing education services on the
consequences of domestic violence and how it
can be prevented. The organization is notable
for its domestic violence advocacy efforts and
its mission to improve the rights of survivors.
The shelter aims to empower the women who
seek its safety, transforming them from victims
to survivors. Ultimately, the goal of the Jersey
Battered Women’s Service is to create a com-
munity culture that refuses to tolerate partner
and family violence of any sort.

Alongside staff, the over 120 Jersey Bat-
tered Women’s Service volunteers dedicate
their time and energy to combating domestic
violence. Services JBWS offers include legal
assistance, victim services and shelter, coun-
seling for friends and family members of sur-
vivors, batterer's intervention, child services
and protection, and teen dating abuse protec-
tion and prevention services. These services,
and the efforts of volunteers, have been cru-
cial in helping survivors and their families rise
above the abuse.

The 40th Anniversary of the Jersey Battered
Women’s Service is marked by the grand
opening of the Morris Family Justice Center.
This comprehensive center combines various
organizations to provide counseling, protec-
tion, legal and immigration assistance, and
children’s services to victims of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault, all conveniently in
one location.

For forty years, the Jersey Battered Wom-
en’s Shelter has provided protection and sup-
port for survivors of domestic violence. The or-
ganization has made incredible strides in in-
creasing domestic violence awareness and
strengthening education about relationship and
familial violence. | commend the Jersey Bat-
tered Women’s Service for the remarkable
contributions they have made to New Jersey.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in hon-
oring the Jersey Battered Women’s Service as
the organization celebrates its 40th Anniver-
sary.

HONORING LAWANDA W. PARKS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Mrs. LaWanda W. Parks, who served
as the Executive Assistant to the Network Di-
rector of the South Central VA Health Care
Network, an integrated system of 10 VA med-
ical centers providing a full range of specialty,
tertiary, mental health, and long term care in
an eight-state region. As a member of the Net-
work’s Executive Leadership Team, Mrs.
Parks was the Network’s liaison to VA Central
Office in Washington, DC, served as the Net-
work Management Support Officer and pro-
vided oversight for VISN administrative oper-
ations.

Mrs. Parks joined the VA 17 years ago as
an Administrative Resident at the New Orle-
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ans VA Medical Center and has held positions
of progressive responsibility at the local and
National levels before returning to her home
state of Mississippi as the Executive Assistant
to the Network Director in 2007.

Mrs. Parks is a 2010 graduate of the Vet-
erans Health Administration (VHA) Health
Care Leadership Institute and a 2012 graduate
of the VHA Executive Career Field program.
She is a mentor for the Network’s Advance
Leadership Development Institute and has
served on a number of national workgroups
and committees. Mrs. Parks is also a member
of the American College of Health Care Ex-
ecutives and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
From August 2010-October 2010, Mrs. Parks
served as the interim Assistant Medical Center
Director of the Birmingham, Alabama, VAMC.

A native of Magnolia, Mississippi, Mrs.
Parks holds a bachelor's degree in Economics
from Tougaloo College and a master’s degree
in Health Care Administration from the Univer-
sity of Alabama-Birmingham. She and her
husband, Mr. Michael Parks have one son,
Ezekiel.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mrs. LaWanda W. Parks for her
dedication to serving others.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF DANIEL
“BUD” ALAN AYRES

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Daniel “Bud” Alan Ayres,
53, of Poland, OH who passed away on
Wednesday March 30, 2016. Daniel was born
on March 28, 1963 in Belleville, lllinois and
was a veteran of the United States Army
where he served in Korea and Washington,
DC as a Military Police Officer.

Together with his family, and throughout his
11 year military career, Daniel was stationed
in many locations throughout the U.S. and in
Germany. After September 11, 2001, he
joined Homeland Security as an Air Marshal.

To Daniel, there was no such thing as a
stranger—only a friend that he had yet to
meet. His passion for family, friendships,
Texas style BBQ, Alabama & Patriots football,
togetherness and fun, will live on in everyone
who knew and loved him.

Daniel will be deeply missed by his family.
He leaves behind his loving wife of 28 years,
Kimberly Ann of Poland. They raised four chil-
dren, Joshua Alan, Dustin Alan, Chance Alan,
and Grace Ann. He leaves one brother, Ste-
ven (Linda) Ayres of Beeville, Texas; mother-
in-law and father-in-law, Patsy and Ricky
Smith of Austin, Texas; sister-in-law Sherri
(David) Fossati of Houston, Texas; and a
niece, nephew and many close friends, all of
whom adored him.

Daniel will be greatly missed by his family
and the Poland community. He has lived a
long and prosperous life and will be remem-
bered for his service.
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A TRIBUTE TO NOLA CARTMILL

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Nola
Cartmill for being named a 2016 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each vyear, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2016 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 640 business
leaders and growing.

As a shareholder and attorney at Belin
McCormick P.C., Nola works hard to provide
her clients with top of the line legal services.
Her passion stems from the support she has
received from her mentors throughout her life.
Her willingness to serve others and give back
to her community is one of the main reasons
she was given this award. Nola volunteers her
time as a board member of Children and Fam-
ilies of lowa where she works tirelessly to
show those who have lost all hope that there
are people out there who will work with you to
get you back on your feet and on a path to
success.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Nola in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents
to better both her community and the great
state of lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Nola on receiving this es-
teemed designation, thanking those at Busi-
ness Record for their great work, and wishing
each member of the 2016 Forty Under 40
class a long and successful career.

———

HONORING NEIL KORNZE, DIREC-
TOR, BUREAU OF LAND MANAGE-
MENT

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize
and honor Director Kornze for his great con-
tribution to the designation of the Berryessa
Snow Mountain  Monument by President
Barack Obama on July 10, 2015.

This outstanding accomplishment was made
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates. Their commitment to engaging
friends, colleagues, local residents, busi-
nesses, stakeholders across the country, and
policymakers in a coordinated effort to achieve
permanent protection was critical to the estab-
lishment of the Monument.

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of
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“pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from
Northern California and beyond.

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities
Act and the power of the Executive to protect
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the
gravity of conservation.

The legacy of public lands is one of the
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Director Kornze to further
our mutual goal of preserving our nation’s
great open spaces, and we look forward to
collaborating in the future.

—————

CELEBRATING THE CITY OF SAN
BUENAVENTURA’S 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to recognize the City of San
Buenaventura as it celebrates 150 years of in-
corporation. Nestled between the Pacific
Ocean and the Los Padres National Forest,
the City of San Buenaventura is known for its
breathtaking ocean views and expansive roll-
ing hills and truly lives up to its namesake as
the “City of Good Fortune.”

The City of San Buenaventura has a long
history and archaeological discoveries in the
area suggest that humans have populated the
region for at least 10,000-12,000 years.
Founded in 1782, the San Buenaventura Mis-
sion served as the heart of this small coastal
community and the city was incorporated on
April 2, 1866. From the beginning, Ventura
has been a place of commerce, starting with
the indigenous Chumash, who were fine arti-
sans and adept travelers by canoes, naming it
Shisholop or “port on the coast” for their lu-
crative trade activities. While living in
Shisholop Village, which is now downtown
Ventura, the local indigenous Chumash people
thrived through their trade of shell bead
money and chert.

In 1873, the community’s visionary leaders
boldly stepped up to establish Ventura County,
carved from Santa Barbara, with the City of
San Buenaventura as the county helm. As de-
velopment boomed in the 1900s, the region
flourished with agricultural operations and oil
production.

According to local lore, the city’s name was
abbreviated to Ventura to accommodate the
dimensions of a sign at the local railroad sta-
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tion. Today, Ventura has continued its steady
growth and boasts over 100,000 residents.
Throughout history, Ventura has remained an
ideal locale for residents, businesses, and visi-
tors as a quintessential California coastal com-
munity often cited as one of the most desir-
able places to live in the United States.

With the historic Two Trees overlooking the
city, Ventura has miles of pristine beaches,
making it one of the most renowned destina-
tions for surfing. Ventura is home to the iconic
Ventura Pier and the Ventura Harbor, a com-
mercial harbor gateway to the Channel Islands
National Park. With a thriving downtown cul-
tural district, many musicians come through to
play at the Majestic Ventura Theater and fes-
tivals regularly occur at Plaza Park. Ventura is
also known as the host of the annual Ventura
County Fair, “a county fair with ocean air.”

As we commemorate the city’s 150th anni-
versary, | would like to commend the City of
San Buenaventura and its residents, past and
present, on their success of reaching this mile-
stone. | offer my sincerest congratulations dur-
ing this sesquicentennial celebration and look
forward to many more years of growth and
prosperity.

——————

HONORING BARBARA J. POWERS
OF PENNSYLVANIA

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today | honor
Barbara J. Powers on her May 31, 2016 retire-
ment upon 30 years of Federal Civilian Serv-
ice to the United States of America.

Mrs. Powers’ career has culminated as the
Executive Support Specialist to the Com-
manding General, United States Army Medical
Research and Material Command. Mrs. Pow-
ers served in the United States Air Force from
March 1977 to March 1981, throughout which
she performed duty at Andrews Air Force
Base, Carlisle Barracks, the U.S. Department
of Energy and at Fort Detrick, where she’s
served for the last 16 years.

Since the beginning of her career, Mrs.
Powers performed with zeal, professionalism
and tireless dedication to duty—the standard
by which all civil servants should be meas-
ured.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I'm proud and humbled to
congratulate Barbara J. Powers on her retire-
ment after 30 years of service to the United
States of America.

——————

HONORING LULA FRIAR
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Ms. Lula Friar.

Ms. Lula Friar is a retired educator with 30
years of experience teaching in the classroom.
She taught at Goodman-Pickens Elementary
School in Pickens, Mississippi. She used her
passion for teaching the little ones to success-
fully prepare second-graders for their aca-
demic journey until she retired in 2008. In
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