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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, April 11, 2016, at 3:30 p.m. 

Senate 
MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2016 

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable BILL 
CASSIDY, a Senator from the State of 
Louisiana. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Worthy God, unto whom all hearts 

are opened, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hidden, we praise 
Your Holy Name. You commanded 
light to shine out of darkness and gave 
us the gift of this day. Lord, we borrow 
our heartbeats from You; great is Your 
faithfulness. 

Help our lawmakers to take the long 
view of their work and to not become 
weary in doing Your will. Teach them 
to trust Your wisdom, opening their 
minds to the counsels of Your sacred 
Word. Give them the graciousness to 
humbly serve one another, following 
Your example of lowliness. Lord, keep 
them always within the circle of Your 
will. 

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 

of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 

to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, April 4, 2016. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BILL CASSIDY, a Sen-
ator from the State of Louisiana, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ORRIN G. HATCH, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. CASSIDY thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate majority leader is 
recognized. 

f 

THANKING OUR CAPITOL POLICE 
OFFICERS AND WELCOMING 
CHIEF MATTHEW VERDEROSA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
welcome our colleagues back from 
their State work periods. The Senate 
has gotten a lot done under the new 
majority, and we will continue our 
work today. 

First, I want to remember the daily 
sacrifice of our Capitol Police in light 
of the incident last Monday. Incidents 
like these remind us of the sacrifices 
officers make on our behalf each and 
every day. These brave men and women 
protect all who work here. They pro-
tect the countless visitors from across 

our Nation and across the world. They 
defend this symbol of our democracy, 
and that means putting themselves in 
harm’s way day in and day out. Again, 
we thank them for it. 

We also welcome Capitol Police Chief 
Matthew Verderosa. Chief Verderosa 
comes to us with more than three dec-
ades of law enforcement experience, 
and that is a good thing given that this 
incident occurred just days into his 
new position. The Chief inherits an 
able, brave team who works hard every 
day to keep us safe. We look forward to 
continuing our close working relation-
ship with the Capitol Police under his 
leadership. 

f 

DEFEND TRADE SECRETS BILL 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 

today the Senate will vote on the De-
fend Trade Secrets Act. This bipartisan 
legislation can help promote growth of 
the economy, help spur the increase 
and retention of American jobs, and 
help protect American innovation in 
the global economy. It aims to do so by 
providing tools for American compa-
nies both small and large to effectively 
protect some of their most valuable as-
sets in today’s international economy. 

American companies spend billions 
every year on research and develop-
ment and in the creation of products 
we use every day. But some thieves 
would rather not go through the trou-
ble of developing products themselves; 
they would rather just steal the fruits 
of others’ creativity and innovation. 
That is more than just wrong; it puts 
American jobs and the American econ-
omy at risk. 
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