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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WOMACK).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 21, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVE
WOMACK to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2016, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

————

WORLD WATER DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow is
World Water Day. It is an opportunity
to learn more about water-related
issues and find ways to make a dif-
ference.

Growing up in the mountains of
North Carolina, I lived in a house with-
out electricity or running water. That
experience taught me very quickly and
very early in life that water is a valu-
able and precious resource when you

have to carry it home from a spring
twice a day, and that lesson has stayed
with me.

Many of us take for granted that
when we turn on our taps or faucets,
water will always be there. However,
more than 660 million people lack ac-
cess to safe water and 1.2 billion people
live in areas with inadequate water
supply.

There are many organizations
throughout our country and through-
out the world that are working to
change that situation. We can support
the many organizations that aim to
preserve and defend this vital natural
resource, but it is also important that
we evaluate how we use water as indi-
viduals.

On World Water Day, I hope all of us
will explore how we can take steps to
preserve this fundamental resource and
make it safe and accessible for the
world’s population.

———
WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. BoST) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, today is
World Down Syndrome Day. This is a
day that creates a global voice for the
rights and inclusion of people with
Down syndrome.

According to the National Down Syn-
drome Society, there are more than
400,000 Americans living with Down
syndrome. This is an issue that hits
very close to home for me and my fam-
ily.

On June 21, 2008, my grandson, Stan-
ley, was born with Down syndrome. I
have 10 grandchildren and one on the
way. Each one is unique and special,
but let me tell you about Stanley.

Stanley loves more than you can ever
imagine. There is nothing more fun
than coming in and looking up and see-
ing Stanley say: Hey, Grandpa Mike, I
need a hug.

I can tell you that when families find
out that one of their children or grand-
children will have Down syndrome, you
are worried and you are concerned, but
it is not something to be afraid of. It is
something that, yes, they will have
special needs, but children and adults
with Down syndrome can be trained
and educated to a level where they can
become self-supportive, active mem-
bers of society, and be a great part of
not only this Nation, but this world.

As I said earlier, there is no one that
loves more, stronger, and so uncondi-
tionally. Maybe we should take a les-
son from them, Mr. Speaker. Our fam-
ily and all families that have members
with Down syndrome are blessed be-
yond measure.

—————

JUDGE MERRICK GARLAND
NOMINATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 56 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on Wednes-
day, President Obama nominated
Judge Merrick Garland to replace the
late Justice Antonin Scalia on the Su-
preme Court of the United States.

Judge Garland is an extraordinarily
qualified candidate, highly esteemed
within the legal community, and high-
ly accomplished as a prosecutor and
appellate judge. He was confirmed to
the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals in
1995, by a vote of 76-23, with a majority
of Republicans voting in favor of his
confirmation. Indeed, an even larger
number of Republicans said he was well
qualified, and I will speak to that.

Under normal circumstances, Judge
Garland would now be sitting down
this week for one-on-one meetings with
Senators on both sides of the aisle in
preparation for his confirmation hear-
ings, but Senate Republicans, Mr.
Speaker, unfortunately, have made it
clear that they will not be operating
under normal procedure. Instead, they
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