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Arrow. Matthew has also contributed to his
community through his Eagle Scout project.
Matthew installed a concrete pad under a
shelter house in a city park in Smithville, Mis-
souri, and worked with the Smithville Parks
Board and the Smithville Board of Alderman to
secure funding for the project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Matthew C. Gager for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

IN RECOGNITION OF PATRICIA
BRESEE

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 7, 2016

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
my good friend Patricia Bresee, a highly re-
spected and recognized expert in juvenile law,
who has served on the Board of Directors of
the California Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates (CASA) for nine years as a remarkable
leader with exceptional integrity and the ca-
pacity to inspire everyone around her. Pat
Bresee’s devotion to children is unmatched
and she has dedicated her entire professional
life to advocate for those in need. We are very
fortunate that she will continue her advocacy
for children in the dependency system through
service on the Board of Directors for National
CASA.

Pat served as a Superior Court Commis-
sioner in San Mateo County for 15 years. She
was assigned to sit as a Juvenile Court Judge,
handling dependency and delinquency issues
and adoptions and guardianships. She was
one of the original members of the California
Judicial Council's Family and Juvenile Law
Advisory Committee and served as the chair
of the Juvenile Law Rules and Forms Com-
mittee. She teaches at the California Center
for Judicial Education and trains attorneys and
judicial officers in Juvenile Delinquency Law.
She still manages to find time to be a regular
presenter at Beyond the Bench and fills in as
a judge at the Juvenile Court in San Mateo
County.

Her commitment to fight for justice is un-
wavering and she has freely volunteered her
expertise and time to a number of organiza-
tions including the American Leadership
Forum Silicon Valley, the Peninsula Commu-
nity Foundation, the Silicon Valley Community
Foundation, the San Mateo County First Five
Commission, and most importantly, California
CASA. | had the great honor and pleasure of
working with Pat in her role at the San Mateo
County Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Pre-
vention Commission and the San Mateo
County Blue Ribbon Commission on Children
in Foster Care. Both commissions made rec-
ommendations on ways in which the courts
could improve safety, permanency, well-being
and fairness for children and families in our
state.

Pat’s outstanding work has been proclaimed
by the California Judges Association in 1994
when she was named Juvenile Court Judge of
the Year and again in 1998 by National CASA
as Judge of the Year. Judge Bresee grad-
uated from Purdue University and earned her
law degree from San Francisco Law School.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

She was admitted into the State Bar of Cali-
fornia in 1972. When she is not fighting for
justice, Pat likes to travel, attend the theater,
read and lift weights.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in honoring the truly remark-
able legal career of Patricia Bresee who con-
tinues to dedicate her life to advocate for chil-
dren and thereby improves society as a whole.
She is an outstanding example of a person
with a moral compass who brings out the best
in others.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 7, 2016

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
on Thursday, March 3, 2016, in order to at-
tend a funeral of a dear friend. | was unable
to cast my floor vote on roll call vote nhumbers
106, 107, 108, 109, and 110.

Had | been present for the vote, | would
have voted NAY on roll call votes 106, 107,
and 109.

Had | been present for the vote, | would
have voted AYE on roll call votes 108 and
110.

———

HONORING GEORGE ANTHONY
DONNELLI

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 7, 2016

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize George Anthony
Donnelli. George is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
1351, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

George has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years George has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
George has contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending George Anthony Donnelli for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GLENN THOMPSON

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 7, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, on roll call no. 109, | was absent
during the roll call on final passage of H.R.
4557 because | was meeting with constituents
from Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict.

E281

Had | been present, | would have voted
“YES.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 7, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on roll call
nos. 103 and 104, | was unable to vote, as |
was attending a memorial program honoring
Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court,
Antonin Scalia, who was a constituent and
neighbor of mine. Roll no. 103 was H.R. 136,
which designated a post office at Camp Pen-
dleton, CA as the “Camp Pendleton Medal of
Honor Post Office”; and Roll no. 104 was H.R.
3735, which designated a post office in Win-
ston Salem, NC as the “Maya Angelou Memo-
rial Post Office”.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on both.

IN RECOGNITION OF FRED SCHEA
HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 7, 2016

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of a lifetime of dedicated com-
munity service.

Fred Schea of New Britain Township has
been a fixture in local banking for decades,
but is equally as recognizable as a champion
of Habitat for Humanity of Bucks County and
an advocate for its mission of providing afford-
able housing for those in need.

It is with great pride that | recognize him as
the recipient of Habitat for Humanity’s Lifetime
Achievement Award. This well-deserved rec-
ognition highlights Fred’s staunch support for
the organization’s laudable mission as well as
his commitment to countless other community
and civic organizations that benefit from his in-
volvement.

Congratulations to Fred on this tremendous
accomplishment and | thank him for his years
of selfless effort.

———

HONORING ETHAN ALLEN
VENTRESS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 7, 2016

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Ethan Allen
Ventress. Ethan is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
1351, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Ethan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Ethan has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably,
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