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open government laws, and public dis-
closure should give us all pause, espe-
cially since tax dollars are being used 
to pay for the salaries of those folks in-
volved, their travel, the meeting 
spaces, et cetera. They are not doing 
this pro bono. 

While this is billed as a California- 
Oregon project, the Interior Sec-
retary’s signature is on a pact to cre-
ate this entity that suggests that the 
administration is, again, trying to end 
run Congress to achieve a political 
goal. 

I will continue working to get an-
swers on this Klamath issue on the re-
moval of the dams and the effect it will 
have on the Klamath Basin water 
users. 

But in the meantime, the administra-
tion needs to end its focus on dam re-
moval and work towards a solution 
that doesn’t ignore the water supply 
issues that affect so much of the West, 
affect many thousands in northern 
California, and especially those di-
rectly in the line of fire in the Klamath 
Basin that have been clamoring for so 
long for a long-term solution to keep 
the waters flowing to their farms. 

At a time of extreme drought in Cali-
fornia and the Western States, and 
even more burdens such as the elec-
tricity renewable mandate that is 
going to affect California to 50 percent 
of required renewables, the concept of 
removing hydroelectric dams that also 
make a little water storage and have 
some positive effects on river tempera-
ture is absurd. 

Why is the priority something that is 
going to hurt the people of the region, 
hurt their goals? 

Instead, we should be pursuing water 
storage in California and putting this 
issue aside. 

On top of that insult to injury is that 
it is being done in secret, without con-
gressional approval, without the 
chance for all the stakeholders that 
really have an affect in the area to be 
involved. 

This is the wrongheaded way to do 
things. It is offensive to me, it is offen-
sive to my constituents. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 41 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MOOLENAAR) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Dear Lord of mercy, we give You 
thanks for giving us another day. Hear 
our prayers and those of people around 
the world that there might be an end 
to hunger. 

We use this moment to be reminded 
of Your presence and to tap the re-
sources needed by the Members of this 
people’s House to do their work as well 
as it can be done. 

As the Nation digests the results of a 
most significant voting day, may the 
Members remain focused on the tasks 
at hand. 

All this day and through the week, 
may they do their best to find solu-
tions to pressing issues facing our Na-
tion. Please hasten the day when jus-
tice and love shall dwell in the hearts 
of all peoples and rule the affairs of the 
nations of Earth. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms. JEN-
KINS) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

U.S.-CANADA PRECLEARANCE 
AGREEMENT 

(Ms. STEFANIK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, in my 
district in northern New York, Canada 
is more than just a bordering nation. 
They are our neighbors and our friends. 

Canadians and upstate New Yorkers 
enjoy their summers together fishing 
along the St. Lawrence River, golfing 
on Wellesley Island, visiting the Thou-
sand Islands National Park, and explor-
ing Boldt Castle. 

Plattsburgh, a city in my district, 
has even branded itself as Montreal’s 
U.S. suburb, hosting more than 100 U.S. 
subsidiaries of Canadian companies, 
with 15 percent of its area workforce 

working for a Canadian or border-re-
lated employer. 

That is why I helped lead the efforts 
and support the Promoting Travel, 
Commerce, and National Security Act, 
a necessary step to solidify the 
preclearance agreement between the 
U.S. and Canada, which was reached 
nearly a year ago. 

This significant, bipartisan legisla-
tion is great news for U.S.-Canadian re-
lations, and I strongly encourage my 
colleagues to cosponsor this vital piece 
of legislation to maintain a secure 
northern border and facilitate travel 
and commerce between the U.S. and 
Canada and benefit our upstate New 
York economy. 

f 

BELFAIR SHOOTING 
(Mr. KILMER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, last Fri-
day, in the region I represent, tragedy 
struck the close-knit community of 
Belfair. A shooting took the lives of a 
family and a neighbor. All the victims 
were taken too soon from this world. 
Right now, in their place, is heart-
break. 

Since this happened, we have been 
thinking of the friends and family im-
pacted by this shooting. Pastors from 
North Mason have gathered mourners 
together to offer support and prayers. 

I want to make sure we note the 
courage of local law enforcement and 
other first responders who came to the 
scene. The Mason County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, among others, deserves praise for 
putting their lives on the line in con-
fronting the person responsible for this 
violence and responding to an awful 
situation. 

As a dad of two little girls, it pains 
me that so many communities like 
ours are faced with tragedies like this. 
I am hopeful we can come together to 
find ways to stop them. 

The words of Jamie McCallum, a pas-
tor at Belfair Community Baptist 
Church, ring true as we pick up the 
pieces from this incident. Pastor 
McCallum said: 

Violence and pain may have the strongest 
voice for the moment, but love and life have 
the final say. 

f 

REMEMBERING BORIS NEMTSOV 
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
this past Saturday, February 27, 
marked the first anniversary of the as-
sassination of Russian pro-democracy 
and opposition leader Boris Nemtsov, 
who was tragically gunned down in 
Moscow. 

Killed just days before he was due to 
publish evidence of Russian military 
involvement in Ukraine, Boris led the 
effort in exposing the regime’s corrup-
tion at every turn as he fought for a 
more open and democratic Russia. 
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Mr. Speaker, this poster was actually 

used in Russia by Boris’ supporters 
protesting in the aftermath of his mur-
der. 

I had the honor of working with Boris 
for many years, and he would want us 
to do our part to hold Putin account-
able. But we cannot forget the ques-
tionable circumstances surrounding his 
murder. 

I call on the administration to sanc-
tion any Russian official involved in 
Boris’ murder, and I urge that their 
names be added now to the Magnitsky 
list of human rights violators. Let’s 
honor Boris in this way. 

f 

GUN MYTH 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, today I 
want to bring attention to another 
myth about gun violence: the sugges-
tion that more guns are the key to re-
ducing gun violence. 

On December 4, just days after San 
Bernardino, Senator TED CRUZ said, 
‘‘You stop bad guys by using our guns.’’ 

We hear similar comments from gun 
advocates and allies all the time, but 
the facts tell a much different story. 
Not one of the 62 mass shootings from 
1982 to 2012 was stopped by an armed 
citizen. 

A 1998 study in the Journal of Trau-
ma, Injury, Infection, and Critical Care 
found that a gun in the home is 22 
times more likely to be used against a 
friend or family member than used in 
self-defense. 

A 2003 study found women in homes 
with a gun were 2.7 times more likely 
to be murdered. A 2013 study found, for 
each percentage point increase in a 
State’s gun ownership rate, firearm 
homicide rates increased by 0.9 per-
cent. 

Facts are stubborn things. But the 
facts are clear. More guns will not end 
our country’s epidemic of gun violence. 

f 

HONORING CARL NORDSTROM ON 
HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY 

(Ms. JENKINS of Kansas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate the 100th 
birthday of Carl Nordstrom of Topeka 
on March 5. 

Carl has devoted his life to public 
service. He was the executive director 
of the Kansas Association of Commerce 
and Industry from 1970 until 1982. He 
was cofounder of Leadership Kansas, 
inspiring leaders to maintain and 
strengthen the social, business, and po-
litical fabric of our State. In 1983, Carl 
was named Kansan of the Year by the 
Native Sons and Daughters of Kansas. 

A graduate of Topeka High School 
and Washburn University, he partici-
pated in many amphibious landings in 
the Pacific during World War II. He is 

a past president of the Washburn 
Alumni Association and is in the 
Washburn Athletic Hall of Fame. He 
remains to this day a leader and teach-
er in the University United Methodist 
Church in Topeka. 

Happy 100th birthday, Carl Nord-
strom, and thank you for your service 
to Kansas. 

f 

PROMOTING TRAVEL, COMMERCE, 
AND NATIONAL SECURITY ACT 
(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the Promoting Travel, Com-
merce, and National Security Act in-
troduced in the House and Senate. 

This legislation sets rules by which 
American border agents will operate in 
Canada, thereby allowing a land port of 
entry to move the inspection of all in-
bound cargo to the Canadian side of the 
border. 

Last year U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection conducted a pilot program 
at the Peace Bridge in Buffalo. It con-
cluded that preinspection of cargo 
would double the capacity of the bridge 
and slash wait times during peak sea-
son from 22 minutes to 5 minutes. 

The Peace Bridge is an economic life-
line between western New York and 
southern Ontario, and its efficiency 
and safety is a top priority. I thank 
Congresswoman KUSTER for her leader-
ship and partnership. I urge the House 
to approve this important legislation. 

f 

AMERICAN PEOPLE NEED TO 
KNOW 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday Economics Pro-
fessor Peter Morici of the University of 
Maryland in The Washington Times 
cited facts the American people need to 
know: 

‘‘President Obama would like us to 
believe things are getting better every 
day, but average median incomes are 
down about $1,650 on his watch. Elderly 
women are working in record numbers 
because pensions and retirement in-
comes are being decimated.’’ ‘‘Young 
folks, bogged down by student loans, 
can’t buy homes and face rocketing 
apartment rents.’’ 

‘‘Should the economy tumble, Hillary 
Clinton will try to buy off voters with 
more Obama-vintage free stuff that 
makes creating jobs in the private sec-
tor so tough.’’ 

‘‘Expanding ObamaCare-mandated 
benefits will push up prices for drugs, 
medical services, and insurance pre-
miums even more and cause employers 
to hire even fewer workers.’’ 

‘‘Instead of more jobs, America will 
have more debt and more employers 
fleeing.’’ 

‘‘America did not become a super-
power by being timid, and it’s time for 
a President who understands this.’’ 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

f 

WHOLE WOMAN’S HEALTH V. 
HELLERSTEDT 

(Ms. JUDY CHU of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr. 
Speaker, this morning I stood in front 
of the Supreme Court with hundreds of 
passionate voices rallying to defend 
our right to choice. 

Before the Court today is one of the 
most significant abortion cases to be 
heard in years. For over 40 years now, 
Roe v. Wade has been the law of the 
land, recognizing a woman’s right to a 
safe abortion when she needs it and 
where she needs it. 

But State laws, like the Texas law in 
question, chip away at that right so 
that women must drive hundreds of 
miles and face serious delays before ex-
ercising their right to choice. 

What is worse is that preventing 
women from accessing safe medical 
care has led to a sharp increase in self- 
induced abortions. We cannot accept 
putting women at risk by returning to 
the horrors of the back alley that 
harmed so many. 

Today I call on the Supreme Court to 
keep women safe and recognize that 
our constitutional rights should not 
depend on our ZIP Code. 

f 

BLEEDING DISORDERS 
AWARENESS MONTH 

(Mr. BENISHEK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today wearing my red tie because this 
March marks the first national Bleed-
ing Disorders Awareness Month. 

Bleeding disorders, such as hemo-
philia or Von Willebrand disease, are 
currently estimated to affect more 
than 3 million people nationwide. 

These disorders are frequently under-
diagnosed, and many victims of these 
disorders often struggle to get proper 
medical care. As a doctor who treated 
patients in northern Michigan, I have 
firsthand experience with patients 
tackling these difficulties. 

While the medical community has 
made great strides over the years in 
improving the quality of care available 
for those impacted by bleeding dis-
orders, we can do more. 

I met recently with constituents in 
my district who are impacted by bleed-
ing disorders, and they shared with me 
the great work being done in northern 
Michigan by Munson Healthcare’s 
Bleeding Disorder Center to provide 
better care for patients throughout 
northern Michigan. 

I hope that my colleagues and I can 
all join together with the medical re-
search community to build on these 
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