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A seven-term Clermont County Commis-
sioner, Bob has effectively guided Clermont
County into the 21st Century. Involved in ev-
erything from the construction of a new
Clermont County Animal Shelter in 2002, to
the reclamation of the former Ford trans-
mission plant on State Route 32, to his service
for senior citizens as a Meals on Wheels vol-
unteer, to his work on the Coalition for a Drug-
Free Clermont County, Bob has served
Clermont with integrity and class.

Bob is also a champion for our troops, both
at home and abroad. He has been nationally
recognized for his work on behalf of our mili-
tary and has even founded a local military
family support group.

For the last twenty-five years, Bob has
served as Chairman of the Ohio Valley Re-
gional Development Commission (OVRDC), a
public regional planning commission that
serves twelve southern Ohio counties, the ma-
jority of which are in Ohio’s Second Congres-
sional District. As he prepares to retire from
this position, | commend him for his hard work
and leadership to make Southern Ohio a bet-
ter place to live and work.

Thank you Bob, and God bless you.

IN HONOR OF T&M ASSOCIATES

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2016

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to offer my congratulations to T&M Associates
of New Jersey on the occasion of their 50th
anniversary and for their tireless work meeting
the engineering needs of communities
throughout New Jersey and the United States.

On March 21, 1966, Richard T. Noble and
Richard M. Schulz founded T&M Associates
and over the past five decades it has grown
from a seven-person local operation to a na-
tionally-recognized professional services firm,
with 400 professionals stationed in offices
throughout the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic and
Midwestern states. Even with this remarkable
growth, the enduring mission of T&M Associ-
ates has remained the same: to improve qual-
ity of life and create sustainable value for their
employees, clients and partner communities.

Over the years, T&M Associates has dem-
onstrated a remarkable commitment to pro-
viding high-value consulting, technical and en-
gineering solutions to promote the vitality of
their community and business partners. This
commitment to community improvement goes
beyond just business interests, as dem-
onstrated by their “50 Ways of Giving” com-
munity service campaign—a company wide ef-
fort to bring employees together to participate
in 50 acts of volunteerism that give back to
their communities. Through its reputation for
excellence and commitment to community im-
provement, T&M Associates has proven itself
to be a source of pride for New Jersey and a
true asset to the New Jersey business com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, | join with all of New Jersey in
congratulating T&M Associates on their Gold-
en Anniversary and encouraging them to con-
tinue providing quality consulting, engineering,
and technical services throughout the United
States.
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RECOGNIZING THE CAROLINA PAN-
THERS FOR THEIR NFC CHAM-
PIONSHIP VICTORY

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2016

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor my hometown team, the Carolina Pan-
thers, for representing the National Football
Conference in Super Bowl 50 after winning the
NFC Championship. | would like to congratu-
late the entire Panthers organization on this
outstanding accomplishment and thank them
for the excitement the team brought the entire
Panthers fan base this season.

Before this NFL season started, few people
expected the Carolina Panthers to win enough
games to seriously compete for a spot in the
postseason playoffs. However, Head Coach
Ron Rivera and star quarterback Cam Newton
led the Panthers to victory in 15 of their 16
games during the regular season, making the
Panthers only the seventh team in NFL history
to win 15 games and set a franchise record
for the most victories in a single season. In
the postseason, the Panthers hosted the NFC
Championship in Charlotte for the first time in
the franchise’s history and earned a spot in
the Super Bowl for only the second time since
the team organized in 1995. Needless to say,
this was a fantastic season that will long be
remembered by the players, coaches and
fans.

While the team’s success on the football
field this season is certainly extraordinary,
what is even more impressive about the Caro-
lina Panthers is the culture of the organization.
The Carolina Panthers are one of the most
highly respected organizations in the National
Football League; filled with high-character indi-
viduals who continually display an active com-
mitment to community service. A great exam-
ple of their community-centered focus is the
grant fund the Carolina Panthers established
after the historic flooding that took place in
South Carolina during October of 2015. This
fund awarded $250,000 in grants to assist 19
high school athletic departments in the region
repair or replace damaged or lost athletic
equipment, supplies and infrastructure. This is
just one of the many ways the Carolina Pan-
thers give back to their community through
charitable acts and community service pro-
grams.

In addition to their long list of charitable acts
and dedication to serving the community off
the field, the Carolina Panthers are frequently
recognized as having players and coaches
who play the game with character and integ-
rity. This year alone, several players have
been recognized for their sportsmanship and
leadership on the field. Cam Newton was rec-
ognized as the league’s Most Valuable Player
and Thomas Davis, a linebacker on the Pan-
thers’ defense, was awarded the Bart Starr
Award, given to a player who exemplifies
character and leadership on and off the field.
Head Coach Ron Rivera was also recognized
as the league’s Coach of the Year and was
honored by the Panthers for two consecutive
years as its Salute to Service Award nominee.
This award is given by the NFL in partnership
with the United Services Automobile Associa-
tion to a member of the NFL community who
demonstrates a commitment to honor and
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support members of the armed services, vet-
erans and their families.

Clearly, the Carolina Panthers are a first-
class organization both on and off the field.
This can be attributed to one man, Carolina
Panthers’ founder and owner Jerry Richard-
son. Mr. Richardson is the epitome of dignity
and class, and is one of the finest men | have
ever known. In everything he does, Mr. Rich-
ardson carries himself as a true professional
and Southern gentleman. He always looks for
opportunities to give back to the community he
loves and to assist those who are in need. Mr.
Richardson is a loyal and patient man who
genuinely cares about those who work for him,
and | would argue he is one of the finest own-
ers in NFL history. Without Mr. Richardson,
there would be no Carolina Panthers and the
success this franchise has achieved on the
field and the superior culture established with-
in the organization would not be possible.
There is no one more deserving of this cham-
pionship than Mr. Richardson, and | look for-
ward to him leading the Carolina Panthers to
even greater success in the future.

Mr. Speaker, please join me again in con-
gratulating the Carolina Panthers for their NFC
Championship victory, and thanking Mr. Rich-
ardson and the entire Panthers organization
for their tireless efforts to better our commu-
nity. Go Panthers and Keep Pounding!

——————

CINCO RANCH SWIM TEAM RACES
TO STATE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Cinco Ranch High School
Swimming Program from Katy, TX for earning
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals and for set-
ting a state record at the 2016 Division 6A
finals of the University Interscholastic League
(UIL) Swimming and Diving Championships.

The Cinco Ranch Cougars took home three
gold medals, two silver, and three bronze in
addition to a State Record for the 200-yard
freestyle relay at the UIL State Competition on
February 20th, 2016. In addition to this im-
pressive standing, both girls and boys teams
were in the top 10 ranking within the division
6A tier; how impressive. Athletes compete in
the Breaststroke, Medley, Freestyle, Diving,
Butterfly, and Backstroke categories. We are
proud of our Cinco Ranch Cougars and can't
wait to see what they do next.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to the Cinco Ranch High School Swimming
Program for all of their success at the UIL
meet. Keep up the great work.

IN RECOGNITION OF RICHARD
“RICK” D. DEGRAW

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 2, 2016

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the retirement of an Arizona political
legend, a recognized business leader, an ad-
vocate for workers rights and a dedicated
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husband and father. Richard “Rick” DeGraw
has been a fixture in Arizona public service for
three decades, working for Governor Bruce
Babbitt, the Arizona Legislature and the Mari-
copa County Community College District.

Mr. DeGraw is now retiring after serving as
the Executive Vice President and Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer at CopperPoint Mutual In-
surance Company, Arizona’s largest provider
of worker's compensation insurance. Mr.
DeGraw came to CopperPoint in 2006 to cre-
ate and oversee the Communications and
Public Affairs Division. In this role he oversaw
the successful rebranding of the company and
was responsible for the Legal Division, Human
Resources, Facilities, Real Estate Operations,
Security, Public Affairs, Legislative Affairs,
Community Development, Corporate Outreach
and Executive Administration and Support.

In addition to his more than full-time job, Mr.
DeGraw spearheaded the effort to build a me-
morial honoring the 119 fallen firefighters and
paramedics who have died in the line of duty
in Arizona. Mr. DeGraw has long been an ad-
vocate and friend to the Professional Fire
Fighters of Arizona, even earning their cov-
eted award of Honorary Fire Fighter many
years ago, one of only ten individuals in the
State of Arizona to earn the title.

Mr. DeGraw has been an advisor and a
mentor for generations of Arizona elected offi-
cials and their staff on both sides of the aisle.
He has worked on over 100 political cam-
paigns and is credited with helping create true
political change in Phoenix and across Ari-
zona. Mr. DeGraw is also a social worker and
served as a pastor and a Chaplain in his
youth. | can personally attest to Rick’s political
genius, calming warmth, and dedication to
public service. | am proud to call him my
friend and | know he will continue to bring
positive change to our community for many
years to come.

————

CELEBRATING THE INSTALLATION
OF A HISTORIC MARKER FOR
JIMMIE LEE JACKSON

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2016

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today, the Alabama Tourism Department will
honor the life of Voting Rights martyr, Jimmie
Lee Jackson, by installing a historic marker in
front of the courthouse in Marion, Alabama. |
want to join in acknowledging this great honor
and the tremendous personal sacrifice of the
family of Jimmie Lee Jackson who lost his life
in the fight for voter equality in America.

At the age of 26, Jimmie Lee Jackson, a
Marion, Alabama native, was brutally killed at
the hands of an Alabama State Trooper on
February 18, 1965. He was killed while trying
to protect his mother and 82 year old grand-
father after attending a voting rights rally. The
state trooper confronted the family at Mack’s
Café in Marion and shot Jimmie Lee Jackson
at point blank range for simply shielding his
family from the intimidation and retribution
being carried out by law enforcement. It is
heartbreaking to think that it was the audacity
of this young man and his family to peacefully
protest for their constitutional rights that led to
his brutal murder at the hands of law enforce-
ment.
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The senseless murder of Jimmie Lee Jack-
son served as the catalyst for the voting rights
movement in Selma. Jimmie Lee Jackson de-
serves to have his proper place in American
history as a true agent of change. Likewise, |
was honored to sponsor the National Park
Service efforts that led to the City of Marion
being added to the Selma to Montgomery His-
toric Trail as the starting point of the historic
road of the Voting Rights Movement.

So today, March 2, 2016, it is befitting that
the State of Alabama would honor Jimmie Lee
Jackson with the installation of a historic mark-
er at the front of the courthouse in Marion.
The marker will commemorate the bravery and
sacrifice of Jimmie Lee Jackson, and will also
serve as a reminder for generations to come
that freedom is not free—but rather freedom is
paid for at a hefty cost.

The senseless killing of Jimmie Lee Jackson
shocked the consciousness of the American
public and galvanized the local folks to be
even more resolved to fight against the in-
equalities in voting. Jimmie Lee Jackson’s
death helped reignite the push for federal vot-
ing protections and led James Bevel of the
SCLC to organize the Selma to Montgomery
march.

On February 24, 2016, the United States
Congress awarded the Congressional Gold
Medal to the Foot Soldiers who participated in
the 1965 Voting Rights Marches from Selma
to Montgomery. While Jimmie Lee Jackson did
not live to participate in the Selma to Mont-
gomery March, he was there in spirit. It was
his spirit that gave strength to the weak, that
gave courage to the scared, and that gave
hope to the hopeless.

To the family of Jimmie Lee Jackson, | say
this Nation owes a debt of gratitude for your
personal sacrifice for which we will never be
able to fully repay. My hope is that the na-
tional recognition of the special role that
Jimmie Lee Jackson played and today’s his-
toric marker by the State of Alabama is a pow-
erful tribute to his life and the significance of
his sacrifice.

Today we celebrate Jimmie Lee Jackson,
but we are also reminded that the fight for vot-
ing rights still continues. Jimmie Lee Jackson
did not stand on the sidelines, waiting patiently
for justice to come. Nor should we. We must
continue the fight to renew the full protections
of the Voting Rights Act, to ensure that every
eligible voter is able to cast their ballot, and
that every vote matters.

Jimmie Lee Jackson recognized the impor-
tance of the vote. He recognized the power
that the ballot box held. Accordingly, we owe
it to ourselves and to the memory of Jimmie
Lee Jackson to continue his fight.

—

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.
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As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
March 3, 2016 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
MARCH 8

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine United
States Central Command, TUnited
States Africa Command, and United
States Special Operations Command.
SD-G50
10 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Financial Services and
General Government
To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2017 for the Department of
the Treasury.
SD-138
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Forest Service.
SD-366
Committee on Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine State De-
partment reauthorization, focusing on
an opportunity to strengthen and
streamline United States diplomacy.
SD-419
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Department of
Homeland Security.
SD-342
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Department of Home-
land Security
To hold hearings to examine measuring
results and proposed budget estimates
and justification for fiscal year 2017 for
Customs and Border Protection and
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment.
SD-138
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Airland
To hold hearings to examine Air Force
modernization in review of the Defense
Authorization Request for fiscal year
2017 and the Future Years Defense Pro-
gram.
SR-222
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Personnel
To hold hearings to examine military
personnel posture in review of the De-
fense Authorization Request for fiscal
year 2017 and the Future Years Defense
Program.
SH-216
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation
Subcommittee on Surface Transportation
and Merchant Marine Infrastructure,
Safety and Security
To hold hearings to examine the state of
the United States maritime industry,
focusing on the Federal role.
SR-253
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