March 1, 2016

Lieutenant Colonel James Megellas ex-
hibited in his courageous defense of our
country during World War II.

I urge the passage of S. 1826.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. GROTHMAN), my friend and
colleague.

Mr. GROTHMAN. First, I thank my
colleague from Oklahoma and my col-
league from Missouri for saying such
nice things about Lieutenant Colonel
Megellas. I also thank Senator JOHN-
SON, who did a good job of getting this
through the U.S. Senate.

Mr. Speaker, as has been said, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Megellas was born in
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, and went to
school in Ripon, Wisconsin, before he
joined the military. He was truly a
hero of the Greatest Generation. His
most notable battle experiences in-
cluded action in the Italian mountains
near the Anzio beachhead, his combat
jump into Holland as part of the Oper-
ation Market Garden, his crossing of
the Waal River under heavy German
fire in broad daylight, and the Battle of
the Bulge in January of 1945, when he
singlehandedly destroyed a German
Mark V Panther Tank and led his pla-
toon on one of the most distinctive ac-
tions of the war without there being a
single American casualty.

We have also offered a private bill
that tries to get Mr. Megellas the
Medal of Honor for his actions during
the Battle of the Bulge.

Today, Mr. Megellas lives in
Colleyville, Texas, with his wife, Car-
ole. I have met him and it was just tre-
mendous. Currently he is 98 years old.
In a couple of weeks he will be 99. He is
as sharp as a tack and is agile. I am
very honored to be able to introduce
this bill, and I just can’t look forward
enough to the day in Fond du Lac when
I will see Lieutenant Colonel Megellas’
name up there at the post office on 2nd
Street.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, that was
quite a description of Mr. Megellas at
the young age of—about to be—99. He
should be an inspiration to us all. I
urge the passage of the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Speaker, I urge
the adoption of the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to call for the immediate passage of S. 1826,
a bill to rename the post office located at 99
West 2nd Street in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin,
as the Lieutenant Colonel James “Maggie”
Megellas Post Office.

It is my great honor to recognize Lieutenant
Colonel James Megellas (Ret), and to call
Maggie a constituent of the 24th District of
Texas.

In 1942, Maggie accepted an ROTC com-
mission as a second lieutenant in the infantry
and shortly thereafter faced combat in Italy.
Notably, in January 1945, Maggie and his pla-
toon advanced toward Herresbach, Belgium,
and came upon 200 German troops who were
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advancing out of town. In an act of selfless-
ness and bravery, Lt. Col. Megellas sprinted
toward a German tank as it took aim at his fel-
low soldiers. He disabled the tank with a gre-
nade, then dropped another into the tank
eliminating the threat his men faced from the
combat vehicle.

Lt. Col Megellas has been honored with
many awards, including the Silver Star and the
Distinguished Service Cross. Lt. Col Megellas
is beyond deserved of having this post office
location named in his honor. | continue to
commend Maggie on serving his country with
honor and bravery, as a shining example of
courage and as a member of the greatest
generation America has known.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, | ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in recognizing
the sacrifice and bravery of Lt. Col Megellas
and urge for the swift passage of S. 1826.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
RUSSELL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1826.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the Permanent Commission
on the Status of Women, Connecticut’s
leading force for women’s equality.

Formed under State statute in 1973 to
study and improve the economic secu-
rity, health, and safety of Connecticut
women, the Commission undertakes
vital work to eliminate gender dis-
crimination in its many forms. They
have helped to shape the debate around
issues that impact the lives of Con-
necticut women and their families, and
it has created public policy that makes
a difference. Notably, it had a leader-
ship role in creating the first family
and medical leave protections in the
country and, in Connecticut, in becom-
ing the first State in the Nation to
pass paid sick days.

I have focused much of my time in
Congress on these issues and I have
often turned to the Commission for
guidance and for support. It is with
great pride and with my deepest
thanks that I rise today to celebrate
their work.

———

OPERATION RESPECT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
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uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker,
today is a different subject than I usu-
ally discuss in the course of these Spe-
cial Order hours. Normally we come
down here and we talk about how we
are going to create jobs, how we are
going to make better opportunities for
people through education. We talk
about making it in America, rebuilding
our infrastructure, manufacturing, and
the like. Yet, today, there is something
else on my mind, and it happens to be
an issue that I first came across in ele-
mentary school.

On the school grounds at Mokelumne
Hill Elementary School—a three-room
school that was built in the late 1800s—
there were not many kids, but there
was always one kid who seemed to be
picked on. I am not exactly sure why
that young boy was the one to be
picked on, but he was bullied.

As the years go by, I suspect we for-
get about those things, but we know
that the children are always listening.
They are listening to each other on the
school grounds and they are likely to
join in this bullying and in picking on
some kid on the grounds. That hap-
pened at Mokelumne Hill Elementary
School many, many years ago.

As our own kids were growing up, my
wife would always say, ‘Remember the
children are listening. They are listen-
ing to what you have to say and they
are going to copy what you say.”

In the year 2000, I was with my wife
at a concert here in the Washington
area, and Peter, Paul and Mary were
performing that night. Towards the
end of the performance, Peter Yarrow
said, ‘I have a new song, and I would
like you to pay careful attention to
this song. This song is really important
to me.”

I suppose his other songs dealing
with wars and peace were equally im-
portant, but he highlighted this par-
ticular song. The song was ‘‘Don’t
Laugh At Me.” Don’t call me names.
Don’t make fun of me because I am
short or tall or wear glasses.

After the performance was over, we
were invited to go out to dinner with
Peter that night.

He asked, ““What did you think of the
song?”’

I said, “It reminded me of my
school,” because people were laughing
at that kid.

He said, “I want you to do some-
thing.” He said, “I want you to take
this song and make it into a national
movement against bullying so as to try
to teach our young children to stop
bullying.”

I told him I didn’t have time for that,
as we were returning to California
after the 2000 election. He said that
doesn’t make any sense because Cali-
fornia has the same problem.

I learned right away you don’t say no
to Peter Yarrow, so I began to work
with him on a program that became
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