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fair and equal treatment. I wanted to
nominate people who worked hard. I
wanted to nominate people who had
good judgment. I sought to nominate
people who were able to make a deci-
sion. Sometimes people can have a lot
of those qualities but have a hard time
making a decision. I didn’t want to do
that. I wanted to have people who
could do all those things.

My hope is that this President will
look at Democrats, Republicans, and
Independents and find among them the
man or woman who meets all that cri-
teria and more. That is the President’s
job.

I was up at the Detroit Auto Show. I
know the Presiding Officer has a lot of
assembly and supply operations in his
State. Delaware used to, until fairly re-
cently, build more cars and trucks per
capita than any other State. So I care
a lot about who is running GM and
Chrysler. We lost both plants a few
years ago when they went into bank-
ruptcy. But I still go back to the De-
troit Auto Show most years to keep in
touch with the industry.

This last January, a month ago, I
was in Detroit. It was the opening day
of the Detroit Auto Show, with tens of
thousands of people converging on the
Detroit Auto Show, going this way and
that way to see the different reviews
and different vehicles, concept cars or
new production vehicles that are going
to be launched maybe later this year.

During the afternoon, I was looking
for a restroom. I found one and so did
hundreds of other people—in and out of
this one restroom. I noticed an older
gentleman who was a custodian stand-
ing with his cart, his mop and bucket,
and his broom, outside of the mass of
humanity. I walked in. In spite of all of
those people, the place was remarkably
clean.

I figured he was the janitor who had
responsibility for this restroom. When
I came out, I said to him: I just want to
say, sir, that this is a really clean rest-
room. With all the different kinds of
people you have coming in and out of
here, I don’t know how you do it. I just
want to say thank you for doing your
job really well.

He looked me in the eye and said:
That is my job. He said: This is my job.
And he said: I try to do my job well. He
said: Everybody has a job, and every-
body should try to do their job well.

I thought to myself: Wow, wow, what
insight, what a message.

Under the Constitution, the Presi-
dent has a job. Apparently he is mov-
ing—not with haste, but I think with
dispatch—to try to meet his respon-
sibilities. I know we have had any
number of times when Presidents have
nominated Supreme Court Justices in a
Presidential election year. I know a
dozen or more times it has happened. I
think every single time we had hear-
ings for that nominee. There has been
the opportunity to debate the nominee,
question the nominee, meet with the
nominee, debate here on the floor, and
vote on the nomination up or down. I
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don’t know of any time when we have
not done that, even when a nominee
came to us during a Presidential elec-
tion year.

I know we are in a crazy election sea-
son. It is still 8 months, 9 months be-
fore the election. But I hope that, at
the end of the day, just like that jan-
itor at the Detroit Auto Show intent
on doing his job, the rest of us have the
feeling that we have a job to do and
that we should be in town doing our
job. We have that need. We have that
responsibility. I hope we will fulfill it.

(Mr. COATS assumed the Chair.)

Mr. President, the other thing I want
to say is ‘‘baseball.”” When the Pre-
siding Officer and I were House Mem-
bers together, we used to play baseball.
We played in the congressional base-
ball game maybe 10 years ago—me on
the Democratic side, him on the Re-
publican side. For a year or two, I was
almost selected as the most valuable
Republican player—and I am a Demo-
crat. So I wasn’t always a great player,
but I gave it my best.

I was in Florida for an event over the
weekend, and last week in Florida and
Arizona something wonderful hap-
pened. What happened was that spring
training camps opened. Pitchers and
catchers reported, and then the full
teams started to report. When they
start the spring training games in a
day or two—maybe tomorrow—teams
will take the field and they will take
the field with nine players.

When Justice Roberts was going
through his confirmation hearing be-
fore the Judiciary Committee, he was
asked: What is the job of the Supreme
Court? How would you describe it, in a
simple way?

He said: Our job basically is to call
balls and strikes.

When baseball teams take the field,
they have nine players in nine posi-
tions. When the Supreme Court is in
session, they have nine justices—or at
least they did until the death of Jus-
tice Scalia. Just like you can’t have a
baseball team take the field without
the shortstop or without the catcher or
even without the second baseman or
the center fielder and play well and do
their job, at the end of the day, the Su-
preme Court is a team. They need
nine—not players but nine justices—to
be able to do their job well. Let’s keep
that in mind.

The last thing I would say is that the
American people are frustrated with us
and our inability to get things done.
Sometimes I can understand why they
would feel that way. We have a great
opportunity to get something done. I
hope the President will nominate a ter-
rific candidate, and I hope our Repub-
lican friends will at least have the
courtesy of meeting with that man or
woman, give him or her a chance to
present themselves and explain what
they are about, have a hearing on that
person, and then give them the honor
of a vote. I think they deserve that.

Mr. President, I yield the floor for
my friend from Vermont, the senior
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Democrat on the Senate Judiciary
Committee, Mr. LEAHY.

—————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

COMPREHENSIVE ADDICTION AND
RECOVERY ACT OF 2015—MOTION
TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to S. 524, which the clerk will
report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 369, S.
524, a bill to authorize the Attorney General
to award grants to address the national
epidemics of prescription opioid abuse and
heroin use.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the time until 5:30
p.m. will be equally divided between
the two managers or their designees.

The Senator from Vermont.

FILLING THE SUPREME COURT VACANCY

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I appre-
ciate the comments of the senior Sen-
ator from Delaware. We have plenty of
time to get a nomination to the Su-
preme Court from the President and to
confirm a Justice, just as this body has
done 12 times in Presidential election
years. I think probably the most re-
cent, of course, was when Democrats
controlled the Senate and we con-
firmed unanimously President Rea-
gan’s nomination in an election year,
his final year in office. So it can easily
be done. Besides, let us just do our job.
We get paid to be here and to do our
job. We ought to do it.

We also have the matter that each
one of us has taken a very solemn oath
before God to uphold the Constitution.
The Constitution says the President
shall nominate and the Senate shall
advise and consent. We ought to do just
what we all have solemnly sworn to do.
I take my oath very seriously. I hope
other Senators do too.

Now, Mr. President, today the full
Senate is going to begin a discussion
about one of the most challenging pub-
lic health crises of our time—addiction
to prescription painkillers and other
opioids. In my home State of Vermont,
there are few issues more pressing than
opioid addiction. It is tearing apart
families and communities—families
and communities I have known all my
life.

In March 2008, nearly 8 years ago,
when I was chairman of the Judiciary
Committee, I first held a hearing in
Rutland, VT, about the challenges this
epidemic presents in rural parts of our
country. In subsequent field hearings,
we learned about how communities
like Rutland, VT—a beautiful commu-
nity—were constructively seeking
ways to get ahead of addiction. But we
also learned—and I think we Kknew
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