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standing to my wife, Vivian, and me—NMr.
George W. Jeter. Sadly, George passed away
on February 26, 2016. His funeral service will
be held today, February 29, 2016 at St. Paul
United Methodist Church in Columbus, Geor-
gia.

George William Jeter was born March 29,
1935, in Montgomery, Alabama. He graduated
from Coffee County High School in Enterprise,
Alabama in 1953 and earned his Bachelor of
Science degree in accounting from the Univer-
sity of Alabama in 1957. After graduation, he
went on to serve his country with distinction as
an army officer from 1957-59, serving as a
Weapons Instructor.

George was also an Internal Revenue Agent
and Field Audit Supervisor from 1959-1969.
He served as Executive Vice President and
Chief Financial Officer at AFLAC, Inc. and af-
filiates from 1969-86. He played a tremen-
dous role in helping to grow the company in
its early days and helped to launch the busi-
ness in Japan, where AFLAC now does al-
most 75 percent of its business. Following his
retirement from AFLAC, George continued to
serve as a consultant to the company until his
passing.

George loved collecting guns, samurai
swords, and Japanese Art. Moreover, he also
loved people and Columbus. He served on nu-
merous community boards and in leadership
positions to include: the Chattahoochee Coun-
cil of Boy Scouts of America; the Columbus
State University Foundation; the Columbus
Regional Health Foundation; The Ronald
McDonald House Charities of West Georgia;
St. Paul United Methodist Church; Troy Uni-
versity; American Hospital Association; Geor-
gia Hospital Association; The Rotary Club of
Columbus; and the Columbus Technical Col-
lege Foundation. He also served as a consult-
ant to Denim North America where he was a
constant advocate for the American Textile In-
dustry. He loved young people and had a
great love for Scouting. He has received nu-
merous awards for his dedication to Scouting
and its mission. And the current Boy Scout
Service Center in Columbus is named in
honor of him and his wife, Jo. He also estab-
lished the George W. Jeter Foundation so that
he could find other ways to support the
causes that he championed throughout his life.
It has been said that “The true person of suc-
cess is not the person that climbs the ladder
of this life with two hands, but climbs the lad-
der of this life with one hand and reaches
back with the other.” George William Jeter
was always reaching back to help others to
reach their full potential. Our country and hu-
mankind are better because he travelled this
way.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join my
wife, Vivian, and me, along with the 730,000
people of the Second Congressional District in
extending condolences to his wife, Jo, their
four children and two grandchildren and our
gratitude for his life of service to humanity.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 29, 2016

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, | was ab-
sent on Friday, February 26th, 2016. Had |
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been present, | would have voted in the fol-
lowing ways:

Yes on Roll Call Number 92 the Beyer of
Virginia Amendment No. 2.

Yes on Roll Call Number 93 Jackson Lee of
Texas Amendment No. 3.

Yes on Roll Call Number 94 Beyer of Vir-
ginia Amendment No. 8.

No on Roll Call Number 95 Smith of Mis-
souri Amendment No. 9.

No on Roll Call Number 96 Griffith of Vir-
ginia Amendment No. 12.

No on Roll Call Number 97 Ribble of Wis-
consin Amendment No. 14.

No on Roll Call Number 98 Young of Alaska
Amendment No. 15.

Yes on Roll Call Number 99 Huffman of
California Amendment No. 16.

Yes on Roll Call Number 100 Sportsmens
Heritage and Recreational Enhancement Act
of 2015.

No on Roll Call Number 101 Sportsmens
Heritage and Recreational Enhancement Act
of 2015.

HONORING SISTER DOROTHY COOK

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 29, 2016

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the extraordinary life of an outstanding mem-
ber of the East Bay community, Sister Dorothy
Cook. We honor her life of service and spir-
itual devotion, and recognize the teachings
she has given to our community.

Born in 1934 in Prescott, Arkansas, Sister
Dorothy Cook has been a lifelong servant and
messenger of the Lord’s word. She attended
Sunday school every weekend at Sweet Home
Baptist Church, building her relationship with
God and His word. Sister Cook relocated to
San Francisco in 1947, where she then at-
tended San Francisco City College and San
Francisco State University.

Sister Cook’s exemplary ministry promotes
faith, family values, and the presence of God
in every aspect of life. She seeks to bring reli-
gion back into the fabric of our society.

Ministry is the foundation and sole mission
of Sister Cook’s work. Whether building a gos-
pel house or preparing videos, Sister Cook in-
volved many believers in her endeavors. Min-
istry can be found anywhere, as Sister Cook
has shown us, with many of these projects
helping to train others to follow the path of
their Lord.

Her patience is a testament to the endur-
ance of service and devotion to God. She is
selfless and unwavering in her motivation to
do God’s work.

Furthermore, Sister Cook has produced nu-
merous literary works which have impacted
our local youth and church community.

Sister Dorothy Cook has also had a pro-
found impact on the most vulnerable in our
community, helping lead many voices toward
the word of God by offering opportunity and
appreciation to those who have never had
such chances in their life. Her dedication to
community is unrivaled and fueled by the word
of God.

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes the life of an exemplary individual
and devoted community member, Sister Doro-
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thy Cook. | join all of Sister Dorothy Cook’s
loved ones in wishing her continued happiness
and success in life.

———————

GETTING THE WORDS RIGHT: OUR
NATION’S COURT REPORTERS
AND HOUSE CLERKS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 29, 2016

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the back-
bone of the court system, courtroom reporters
make sure that the system works efficiently.
Tasked with keeping complete, accurate and
secure records, courtroom reporters handle
verbatim documentation of criminal, civil or
other court proceedings.

These individuals are highly skilled and
trained in court reporting, which usually in-
volves stenography. Reporting for the courts
involves taking records of court proceedings,
depositions, and administrative hearings,
among other things.

They record everything that is being said in
the courtroom by judges, witnesses, attorneys
or other parties, as well as gestures and emo-
tional reactions that accompany any state-
ments.

While taking shorthand notes, they must ac-
curately capture the spoken word. This does
not mean paraphrasing or capturing every
other word. Reporters must capture each word
verbatim, with correct spelling and punctua-
tion, despite the speed in which individuals are
talking. After the hearing is over, they then
must transcribe their notes into a readable,
workable format for the public record.

Sometimes, a court reporter's work benefits
those with special needs, such as the deaf or
hard of hearing. Court reporters can even pro-
vide closed captioning or a real-time trans-
lation of spoken words.

During my 22 years as a judge in Texas, |
had many court reporters who capably kept
records of every word said in the courtroom.
Being a court reporter is no easy feat,
stressors come from every direction including
security issues and daily deadlines.

In the House of Representatives, we have
clerks who help us and our staff every day.
These individuals serve as the congressional
stenographers, working diligently, day in and
day out. These individuals take notes on con-
gressional hearings and floor debate, speech-
es and statements. They then work extremely
fast to enter all the statements into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.

Every single entry must be completely cor-
rect. Each statement made goes on the record
in congressional history. These individuals’
work ensures that history is written correctly.
Without their diligence we would not be able
to do our jobs as efficiently.

These highly trained and talented men and
women work tenaciously to record correctly
the proceedings of the court system as well as
Congress.

Court reporters and floor clerks are truly a
vital asset to judges and Members of Con-
gress. We thank them for getting the words
right.

And that’s just the way it is.
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SENATE REPUBLICAN SUPPORT OF
OBAMA’S SUPREME COURT NOMI-
NATION

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 29, 2016

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today, | rise to urge the Senate Republicans to
consider President Obama’s Supreme Court
nominee. It is disappointing that our demo-
cratic process is being so unduly hindered by
Senate Republicans who refuse to carry out
their basic duties clearly laid out for them in
the Constitution. The Constitution clearly in-
forms us that the President has the power, by
and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate, to nominate a successor for open seats in
the Supreme Court. The message for Senate
Republicans is simple—let the President do
his job. It is time to put aside partisan issues
and get back to the basics of governing.

In previous years, Supreme Court nomina-
tions have been at least considered during an
election year; six times in our U.S. history to
be exact. So | ask, why change now? If Sen-
ate Republicans fail to consider the Presi-
dent’s Supreme Court nominee during the cur-
rent election year, this will be the first time in
U.S. history that our Supreme Court will have
a vacancy for well over a year. There is simply
no legitimate rationale for not giving consider-
ation to the President's nominee once an-
nounced. There is an ample amount of time
available for the Senate to consider the Presi-
dent’s nominee.

The Supreme Court vacancy is a priority
that deserves an unbiased hearing and timely
vote. Justice and democracy are at stake and
there is no time for this kind of divisiveness.
Republican Senators have a constitutional ob-
ligation to put away partisan issues and fill this
vacancy. Senate Republicans, | strongly urge
you to fulfil your constitutional duty and con-
sider President Obama’s nominee for Su-
preme Court Justice.

——————

RECOGNIZING BENNETT RICHARD
“BEN”’ HOUSTON

HON. KEN BUCK

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 29, 2016

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy
heart that | rise today to recognize the passing
of Mr. Bennett Richard “Ben” Houston on
February 26th, 2016. Mr. Houston was a be-
loved and nationally distinguished leader with-
in the livestock industry.

Mr. Houston received many distinct honors
throughout his lifetime. He founded the Aris-
tocrat Angus Ranch in 1966, with his wife
Nita, where they raised their family. In 1992,
Aristocrat Angus Ranch flew Angus seed
stock and beef cattle genetics to the Ukraine,
establishing them as a leader in the cattle in-
dustry.

In addition, Mr. Houston participated in
many notable committees and associations.
He was elected to the Executive Committee of
the Western Stock Show in 1976. He went on
to be President in 1985, and ultimately Chair-
man of the Board in 1999. He was inducted
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into the Angus Heritage Foundation, served as
a member of the American Angus Association
for over 50 years, served as President of the
Colorado Cattle Feeders, and was presented
with the CSU Leadership in Agriculture Award.
Mr. Houston was involved with a number of
other organizations, where his limitless knowl-
edge and service will always be remembered.

It is the hard work Mr. Houston embodied
throughout his life that makes America excep-
tional. He has shown true leadership in his in-
dustry and community. | extend my deepest
sympathies to Mr. Houston’s family and
friends.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Mr.
Bennett Richard “Ben” Houston for his com-
mitment to family, community, and the live-
stock industry.

HONORING MATT FRANKS
HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 29, 2016

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Matt Franks for his outstanding
achievement of being named the 2015 United
Bowhunters of Missouri Conservation Agent of
the Year for the Missouri Department of Con-
servation Ozark Region. Matt has earned this
award after only six years of serving as a
Howell County Conservation agent, displaying
his exemplary determination and enthusiasm
for Wildlife Code enforcement since joining the
Conservation Agent Training Academy in
2009.

Matt has exhibited exceptional Wildlife Code
enforcement presence throughout his six
years as a Howell County Conservation Agent,
making 19 arrests related to archery violations
in the first two months of the 2015 archery
season. In addition to Matt's admirable work
ensuring conservation laws are adhered to, he
has also served as an influential community
leader and role model for local youth.

Matt has led numerous educational-involve-
ment programs for youth over the last year, in-
cluding bird hunting clinics and youth gigging
classes. He has also hosted events for the
National Wild Turkey Federation Hunting Herit-
age Program for young hunters known as Jun-
iors Acquiring Knowledge, Ethics and Sports-
manship. Finally, he has served as a judge for
Future Farmers of America public speaking
contests, and assisted with their trap shooting
team.

His involvement and contributions to the
Howell County community make Matt an ex-
cellent selection for the United Bowhunters of
Missouri Conservation Agent of the Year from
the Ozark Region. For this award and his out-
standing career achievements, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize Matt Franks before the
United States House of Representatives.

——
CELEBRATING 70 YEARS OF INDI-

ANA AVENUE MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, February 29, 2016

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as
the month of February 2016 comes to a close

E247

to recognize a milestone anniversary in the life
of Toledo’s Indiana Avenue Baptist Church.
This month the congregation has been cele-
brating its 70th anniversary with a series of
special gatherings. | was privileged to join the
congregation yesterday.

Founded by Reverend M. J. Stephenson in
February 1946, the congregation has been
shepherded by Reverend John Roberts for
more than half a century. Pastor Roberts, in
fact, was part of the organizational meeting of
the church. Thus, this long standing beacon in
our city has been blessed with a continuity of
leadership since its beginnings.

Indiana Avenue Missionary Baptist Church’s
first services in its building were held in its
lower level in 1948. An upper level was added
twenty years later and since 1980 services
have been held in its newer sanctuary. In
1989 a fellowship hall was added which has
served the congregation very well, with special
focus on activities for youth. The hall bears
the name of founding Pastor Stephenson and
longtime Pastor Roberts.

Starting with less than 100 members, the
congregation of Indiana Avenue Missionary
Baptist Church has served over 7,000 people
through its seven decades and currently
serves about 2,000 people. An anchor in our
community, the church serves its faithful while
ministering to the needs of its neighbors. One
of the wonderful traditions at the church is the
Interfaith Mass Choir. The choir's beautiful
blend of voices soar in faith-filled praise, lifting
up in joy those it reaches through song.

Psalms Chapter 18 Verse 2 tells us, “The
Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;
my God is my rock, in whom | take refuge, my
shield and the horn of my salvation, my
stronghold.” Through the days of its “three-
score and ten” years, the shepherds and flock
of Indiana Avenue Missionary Baptist Church
have lived this truth as their lives have given
testament to Jesus’ message of love which
“bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.” (1 Corinthians
13:7)

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KEN BUCK

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 29, 2016

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 85,
Ordering the Previous Question on H. Res.
618—The Rule providing for consideration of
H.R. 3624—Fraudulent Joinder Prevention Act
of 2015, had | been present, | would have
voted YES.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 29, 2016

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
on February 26, 2016, | was not present for
roll call vote 93. Had | been present, | would
have voted: YES on roll call vote 93.
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