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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 24, 2016. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHN J. 
DUNCAN, Jr. to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2016, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

BROAD AND DIVERSE SEGMENT 
OF VOTERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIÉRREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I am 
not here to give a political speech. This 
is not the right venue for that. But I 
would like to share some observations 
I have about visiting Nevada last week. 

The first observation is that among a 
broad and diverse segment of voters, 
there is a great deal of excitement 
about the political process. It almost 
doesn’t matter which candidate people 
prefer or even which party, there is so 
much enthusiasm to participate. 

In Nevada, the form of participation 
is the caucus, and it requires a greater 
time commitment than simply punch-
ing a ballot at your local precinct. Yet, 
I witnessed thousands of people who 
were taking hours away from their 
jobs, at their own expense in many 
cases, to participate in that process. 

You can’t come away from that kind 
of activity and not be inspired that 
Americans are taking their right to 
vote, their opinions about who should 
be the next nominee of their party or 
the next President very seriously. It 
was really remarkable. 

Still, there were some people I spoke 
with who could not afford to take 
hours away from their jobs, some be-
cause they couldn’t get permission and 
others because they simply could not 
afford to give up a couple of hours of 
wages, clock out to vote, even when it 
means not having your vote count. 

Las Vegas, where I was, is a 24/7 
working city; and for many, Saturday 
is the busiest day of the week, espe-
cially for tips. 

This election year, as we travel 
around our districts or campaign in 
other States, I hope my colleagues in 
both parties will really examine how 
local governments and States are fa-
cilitating or disenfranchising Amer-
ican citizens who are eligible to vote. 

In Nevada, participation in a caucus 
at a set time of the day with little or 
no flexibility serves almost like a poll 
tax for hourly workers. Voters have to 
weigh the power of their vote against 
dollars that would not be in their pock-
ets if they exercise that vote. 

If you can vote, you should vote, and 
we should make sure that the laws of 
our Nation and our communities en-
courage rather than discourage the 
participation of every citizen. 

Another striking observation I made 
over the weekend was the diversity of 
the American electorate: women and 
men, straight and gay, U.S.-born and 
naturalized, old and young, working 

class, retired, students, military, ex-
ecutives. Nevada put on a display of 
how much progress our Nation has 
made in a few decades. 

I saw the energy and the determina-
tion of young voters, new voters, newly 
18, newly citizens, newly engaged in 
the political process. Everywhere I 
have traveled, including the high 
schools in my district in Illinois, I see 
17- and 18-year-old Latinos anxious and 
eager to participate, and they are mo-
tivated to register and vote and in-
spired by their candidates and their 
parties. 

Today, tomorrow, and every day for 
decades about 2,000 U.S.-born Latino 
citizens of the United States will turn 
18 and be eligible to vote. Every day, 
2,000 of them turn 18, and they are 
eager to get involved. 

There is a similar energy in the peo-
ple I meet who are applying for citizen-
ship. There are over 8 million immi-
grants with green cards who are eligi-
ble to apply for citizenship right now. 
And with fee waivers for those with 
limited funds, many of them can apply 
for free. And they are applying in 
droves. 

This coming Saturday, I will be at a 
workshop in Denver, Colorado, for peo-
ple learning about the process and ap-
plying for citizenship. 

A coalition of groups led by the Na-
tional Partnership for New Americans 
but also encompassing Mi Familia 
Vota, a range of labor unions, and ad-
vocacy groups large and small across 30 
States have invited me to participate 
in this nonpartisan activity to promote 
civic engagement and citizenship in 
immigrant communities across this 
country. Their goal is to help 1 million 
eligible immigrants become citizens so 
they can vote in primaries and general 
elections this year and make sure they 
are at America’s table. 

In communities like Denver and Chi-
cago, there is a hunger for citizenship 
despite all the barriers, despite the 
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costs, and despite the anti-immigrant 
tone coming from our TVs and can-
didates. In fact, it is the anti-immi-
grant tone that people tell me over and 
over is what is motivating them to 
apply, study for the tests, and better 
their English. 

It is that energy that gives me great 
confidence in our Nation and in the di-
rection our Nation is heading this year. 

Immigrants are a part of a growing 
American coalition of working class 
voters: women, straight people and 
LGBT, environmentalists, Latino, 
Asians, Black, White, old and young, 
Muslim and Christians, Jewish and ag-
nostic. They are coming together and 
mobilizing. 

Together, even as some politicians 
push them away and try to divide up 
with suspicions of our fellow Ameri-
cans, together, their diversity and 
dedication to democracy is a beautiful 
thing to witness. 

f 

AMERICA: LEARN FROM GREECE 
INSOLVENCY DAMAGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, nonpartisan Congressional Budget 
Office data reveals that America’s fi-
nancial condition has taken a sharp, 
ugly turn for the worse. America’s esti-
mated 2016 deficit is $105 billion worse 
than 2015’s already dangerous $439 bil-
lion deficit. 

America’s debt has blown through 
the $19 trillion mark and is projected 
to blow through the $29 trillion mark 
in a decade. 

America’s Comptroller General and 
CBO warn that America’s financial 
path is ‘‘unsustainable,’’ meaning 
America faces a debilitating insolvency 
unless we get our financial house in 
order. 

Mr. Speaker, those who do not learn 
from history are doomed to repeat it. 

In that vein, America must learn 
from Greece, a country betrayed by 
decades of financially irresponsible 
leadership. In the past 5 years, Greece 
has repeatedly failed to meet its debt 
obligations and subsisted on three bail-
outs from the European Union. 

The result? 
The Greek economy is in a shambles. 

Greece has a 52 percent labor participa-
tion rate, 10 points worse than here in 
America. Greece’s unemployment rate 
was recently 25 percent, approximating 
America’s worse unemployment rate in 
the Great Depression. Worse yet, 
Greeks under the age of 25 suffer from 
a 48 percent unemployment rate. 

Financial irresponsibility ultimately 
forces draconian austerity spending 
cuts. Greece has cut public health care 
spending from 6.8 percent of GDP in 
2010 to roughly 5 percent today, there-
by risking Greek lives. Cancer screen-
ing has been cut. HIV, tuberculosis, 
and malaria rates have surged as fewer 
Greeks receive proper treatment. 

The public pensions Greek elderly 
citizens rely on for survival have been 

cut an average of almost 50 percent 
since 2010 and are again on the chop-
ping block. 

Greek tax rates are exploding. In-
come taxes on farmers have doubled 
from 13 percent to 26 percent. Self-em-
ployed professionals and farmers say 
proposed social security and income 
tax increases will combine to consume 
as much as 75 percent of their incomes. 

Greece’s banking system is on the 
brink. In the summer of 2015, pre-Euro-
pean bailout, the Greek Government 
froze citizens’ bank accounts, limiting 
cash withdrawals from ATMs to $67 per 
day. Greeks could not even access their 
own money. 

Post-bailout and as Greeks began 
fearing their savings accounts would be 
confiscated to pay for government 
debt, as occurred in nearby Cyprus— 
yet another insolvent country—Greeks 
withdrew cash from banks. 

The run on banks caused the Greek 
Government to intervene and limit the 
right of Greek citizens to withdraw 
their own money, which caused citizens 
to cut deposits into Greek banks, 
which undermined the Greek banking 
system, which dried up the availability 
of loans for new business needed to cre-
ate jobs in a rebounding economy. 

Violent demonstrations are result-
ing. For example, on February 4, 2016, 
Athens, Greece, ABC News reported: 

‘‘Riot police have used tear gas in 
clashes with protesters during a mass 
rally in Athens as Greeks dem-
onstrated against government pension 
reforms needed to meet demands of 
international creditors.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, there is an old adage 
that ignorance is bliss. I don’t know 
about that, but I do know that igno-
rance is dangerous. 

In 2009, Greece spent 3.2 percent of 
GDP on its national defense. Five years 
later, Greek defense spending was cut 
to 2.3 percent of GDP, a 28 percent cut. 

Now, perhaps the world will not suf-
fer from Greece’s defense spending 
cuts, but what would be the effect on 
world peace if America’s defense spend-
ing suffered a similar fate? 

Mr. Speaker, time is running out. 
Washington must balance the budget 
before America’s debt burden spirals 
out of control before it is too late to 
prevent the debilitating insolvency and 
bankruptcy that awaits us. 

I pray the American people will be 
good stewards of our Republic in 2016 
and elect Washington officials who 
both understand the threat posed by 
deficits and debt and have the back-
bone to fix it. Quite frankly, Mr. 
Speaker, America’s future depends on 
it. 

f 

OPIOID ABUSE/MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
last night Frontline on PBS had a com-

pelling documentary on the opioid and 
heroin epidemic. We are now seeing 
politicians diving in. Governors across 
the country are sounding the alarm. It 
is being featured by Presidential can-
didates in both parties. 

President Obama’s budget has some 
very good suggestions highlighting 
tools to reduce drug overuse, overdose, 
evidence-based prevention programs, 
prescription drug monitoring, and pre-
scription take-back events. There are a 
variety of things that are going in the 
right direction. 

Yet, it is a little frustrating for me 
that the simplest, cheapest, safest so-
lution to help these troubled people is 
not embraced: medical marijuana. 

Actually, the public is largely there. 
For the last 20 years, the tide has been 
building for medical marijuana, even 
as the crisis on opioids has slowly 
started to take hold. It began with 
voter approval in California in 1996 and 
in Oregon 2 years later. Now 23 States 
have legalized medical marijuana, and 
two-thirds of Americans live in States 
where at least some form of medical 
marijuana is authorized. 

There is a reason for this movement. 
A meta-analysis of 79 studies in The 
Journal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation found solid evidence that med-
ical marijuana is effective in treating 
chronic pain. There is no evidence of 
serious side effects among medical 
marijuana users who are actually less 
likely to drink alcohol or take other 
painkillers. And those States with 
medical marijuana actually have fewer 
overdose deaths. 

Isn’t this worth exploring? Especially 
when there is evidence that avail-
ability of medical marijuana 
dispensaries is associated with a sig-
nificant decrease in substance abuse 
admissions and a reduction in opioid 
overdose deaths. 

Recently, we have even had former 
NFL players come out and describe 
how they used medical marijuana to 
self-medicate rather than being shot up 
with painkillers by team doctors and 
being prescribed opioid pills. 

What is perhaps most frustrating for 
me is the wrong-headed approach that 
prohibits Veterans Administration doc-
tors from even talking to their pa-
tients about medical marijuana in the 
States where it is legal. That is ironic 
because the VA has its own veterans 
health crisis because their patients are 
dying from prescription overdoses at 
rates twice the national average. 
Opioid prescriptions by VA doctors 
have surged 270 percent over the last 12 
years. They are prescribing signifi-
cantly more opioids to patients suf-
fering from PTSD and depression than 
other veterans, even though those are 
the patients most at risk of overdose 
and suicide. Nearly 1 million veterans 
who receive treatment for pain con-
tinue to consume those pills beyond 90 
days. 

It is clear that most veterans would 
probably be better off if we more fully 
utilized medical marijuana to treat 
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conditions of pain, depression, and 
PTSD. 

b 1015 

At the very least, we ought to allow 
the Veterans Administration doctors 
to work with their patients on this 
matter. That is why I will again be in-
troducing my amendment that would 
make it clear that VA doctors in 
States where it is legal can work with 
their patients on medical marijuana. 

Since I first introduced this legisla-
tion, I have watched growing support 
on the floor of the House for an amend-
ment that would accomplish this. 
There has been interest in the Senate. 
Veterans groups are aware of this dis-
crimination and the Veterans Adminis-
tration’s sorry record when it comes to 
helping our veterans with these chron-
ic conditions by using conventional 
painkillers that lead to addiction and 
death. 

Medical marijuana appears safer, ef-
fective, and is a low-cost way to deal 
with chronic pain. Nobody dies from an 
overdose of medical marijuana. Let’s 
add this to our discussion, promote 
more effective research, and let VA 
doctors meet with their patients to 
talk about this as an alternative. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE RIGHTS OF THE 
WOMEN AIRFORCE SERVICE PI-
LOTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as 
the author of legislation that awarded 
the Congressional Gold Medal to the 
Women Airforce Service Pilots, better 
known as the WASP, I rise in strong 
support of this bill, H.R. 4336, the 
Women Airforce Service Pilots Arling-
ton Inurnment Restoration Act, pre-
sented by the gentlewoman from Ari-
zona (Ms. MCSALLY), my great friend 
and colleague. This legislation seeks to 
restore eligibility to these brave 
women pioneers for burial at Arlington 
National Cemetery with full military 
honors. 

The WASP were the first women in 
U.S. history to fly our military air-
craft. During World War II, a time of 
great global conflict, these courageous 
women volunteered to fly noncombat 
missions so that every available male 
pilot could be deployed in combat. 

The WASP served our Nation without 
hesitation and with no expectation of 
recognition or praise. More than 25,000 
women applied for the program, but 
only 1,074 selected women earned their 
wings. Between the years 1942 and 1944, 
the WASP logged more than 60 million 
miles. With the exception of direct 
combat missions, the WASP flew the 
same aircraft as male pilots. 

Although they took the military 
oath, the WASP were not recognized as 
military personnel for their time in 
service. Their patriotic contributions 
went unrecognized for many decades. It 

wasn’t until 1977 that Congress granted 
them veteran status; and then in 2002, 
the Arlington National Cemetery de-
cided to allow the WASP, among others 
listed as Active Duty designees, to re-
ceive benefits consistent with the sta-
tus that they had so rightfully earned. 
Unfortunately, last year, the Depart-
ment of the Army rescinded this deci-
sion and ruled that the WASP were in-
eligible for burial at that site, citing a 
lack of space. 

This is simply unacceptable, Mr. 
Speaker. These women deserve to be 
treated honorably, and our military 
branch should allocate the necessary 
space to accommodate these coura-
geous women who sacrificed so much 
for our country. 

We cannot just consider these women 
to be ineligible. These honorable 
women answered the call to serve dur-
ing World War II. They did not turn 
their backs on the American people nor 
on their fellow servicemen. Their 
rights at Arlington National must be 
restored. We have to do this for the 
present and future generations to 
come. 

Today, women in our military fly 
every type of aircraft, from the F–15 to 
the space shuttle, and I know this be-
cause my daughter-in-law, Lindsay 
Nelson Lehtinen, has flown combat 
missions both in Iraq and Afghanistan 
for the Marines. This opportunity was 
afforded to Lindsay thanks to the serv-
ice of the Women Airforce Service Pi-
lots. They were the trailblazers. They 
set the stage for women in the mili-
tary. 

I have been fortunate enough to per-
sonally meet some of these heroic 
women. As pictured in this poster, I 
presented south Florida WASP Ruth 
Shafer Fleisher and Frances Sargent 
with copies of the bill that I introduced 
and passed in Congress with the help of 
SUSAN DAVIS, and which was signed by 
the President, that honored the invalu-
able contributions of these heroic fe-
male pilots. We had this celebration at 
the Wings Over Miami Air Museum, 
which has served as the foundation for 
our community to learn more about 
veterans and aviators, including our 
proud WASP. 

Throughout my years in Congress, I 
have also had the pleasure of meeting 
other south Florida WASP, including 
Shirley Kruse, pictured here, Bee 
Haydu, and Helen Wyatt Snapp. Al-
though Frances and Helen are no 
longer with us, they still live in our 
hearts and in our minds, and they are 
embedded in the rich history of our 
great Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to do what is 
right for our valiant, patriotic women 
and their wonderful families. The 
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
will bring up Congresswoman 
MCSALLY’s bill tomorrow, Thursday, 
during a markup. I encourage all of our 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
support and pass this important and 
necessary bill so that we can continue 
to honor these women pioneers. 

These women must receive the rec-
ognition that they are due. We must 
give them back the right that they 
earned, to be buried at Arlington. 
Thank you very much to these brave 
patriots. 

f 

REAUTHORIZATION OF CHILD 
NUTRITION PROGRAMS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. COSTELLO) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of ef-
forts to reauthorize child nutrition 
programs. 

Last year the House and the Senate 
worked together in a bipartisan fashion 
to reauthorize our elementary and sec-
ondary education programs. I rise 
today to urge my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to carry forward that 
momentum to complete a much-needed 
review and renewal of Federal child nu-
trition programs. In doing so, Mr. 
Speaker, I would urge my colleagues to 
employ similar goals and objectives: 
simplify, streamline, and empower 
State and local education agencies 
when reauthorizing these programs. 

In particular, this approach can ben-
efit our students and families by find-
ing a path forward to simplify and 
streamline existing Federal nutrition 
and meal requirements without sacri-
ficing the beneficial dietary value that 
school meals bring to students’ daily 
lives. Much like we empowered our 
teachers to establish the curriculum 
and standards to best teach students 
they know so well, we likewise should 
empower those who know what our stu-
dents will actually eat: the school pro-
fessionals who work with the goal of 
making sure our children are able to 
enjoy healthy, nutritious meals. 

Likewise, we can use this oppor-
tunity to continue efforts to ensure 
that our existing Federal nutrition 
programs are providing adequate and 
appropriate training to school profes-
sionals, as well as the resources nec-
essary to improve and enhance our 
school meal delivery system. 

Mr. Speaker, this opportunity will 
allow us to strengthen existing pro-
grams that strive to get nutritious 
meals to children year-round, and at 
earlier ages. Existing programs like 
the Summer Food Service Program can 
be enhanced and made more efficient 
to make sure they effectively reach 
those children who are most in need of 
quality, healthy meals. We can collabo-
rate with Head Start, afterschool, and 
early childhood programs to better en-
gage them in existing Federal pro-
grams that offer nutritious meals to 
young children most in need. 

We have a strong infrastructure in 
place to provide children and families 
with quality, healthy meals, and we 
have an excellent opportunity to im-
prove these programs. I respectfully 
call on my colleagues on both sides of 
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the aisle to work together to accom-
plish this effort before another school 
year comes to a close. 

LEVERAGING AND ENERGIZING AMERICA’S 
APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMS ACT 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of the 
Leveraging and Energizing America’s 
Apprenticeship Programs Act, legisla-
tion that I have cosponsored. 

In the midst of a slow economic re-
covery, one of the issues plaguing both 
our workforce and our job creators is a 
persistent mismatch of employer needs 
and employee skills. Right now, 10 mil-
lion unemployed Americans are seek-
ing work, while 4 million jobs remain 
unfilled. Fortunately, this problem can 
be solved with a bipartisan commit-
ment to commonsense workforce devel-
opment initiatives, as demonstrated by 
the Leveraging and Energizing Amer-
ica’s Apprenticeship Programs bill. 

By promoting apprenticeship pro-
grams, this legislation creates opportu-
nities for highly motivated workers to 
earn a salary, while gaining the skills 
they need to succeed in high-demand 
fields. 

I am proud to say that employers in 
my congressional district in south-
eastern Pennsylvania have already rec-
ognized the value of apprenticeship 
programs by making hundreds of these 
opportunities available to those look-
ing to build their job training and 
skills. 

I commend Congressman RODNEY 
DAVIS for his efforts on this legislation, 
and I urge my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to support it. 

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE OLDER AMERICANS 
ACT 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of re-
authorizing the Older Americans Act. 

The Older Americans Act provides so-
cial and nutritional support to mem-
bers of our senior population and their 
caregivers. Enacted in 1965, this legis-
lation has improved health outcomes, 
independence, and quality of life by of-
fering meal delivery, respite care, and 
other essential services to the most 
vulnerable members of our population. 

Reauthorization of this legislation 
gives Congress an opportunity to mod-
ernize multipurpose senior centers; im-
prove falls prevention and chronic dis-
ease self-management training; 
strengthen laws to combat abuse, ne-
glect, and exploitation; and support 
our local Area Agencies on Aging. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer my support to 
work with my colleagues to review and 
advance the legislation passed by the 
United States Senate last year, as it is 
an effort that will not only help pro-
tect seniors across my district and the 
U.S., but will ensure that our existing 
Federal support programs are appro-
priately tailored to meet the present- 
day needs of our senior citizens. 

f 

PENTAGON WASTEFULNESS IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I have been 
coming to the floor for weeks and 
months to complain about the waste of 
money and life in Afghanistan. In the 
last couple weeks, I had an opportunity 
to read two articles. The first is titled, 
‘‘This is How the Pentagon Wasted $17 
Billion in Afghanistan,’’ by Emily 
Leayman. I would like to quote a cou-
ple of examples of the Pentagon’s 
waste that she describes in her article. 

The Pentagon spent ‘‘$8 billion for a 
failed drug war: Despite a 14-year ef-
fort, Afghanistan now leads the world 
in heroin production.’’ The Pentagon 
also spent ‘‘$486 million for useless air-
craft: Speaking of planes, 20 planes 
could not be flown, and most were sold 
for scrap . . . Legislators like Senators 
John McCain and James Lankford are 
fed up with the lack of accountability 
in spending.’’ 

Senators MCCAIN and LANKFORD have 
joined me in bringing to the public’s 
attention the lack of accountability in 
Afghanistan. It is astounding, to say 
the least. 

Mr. Speaker, last month John Sopko, 
the Inspector General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction, testified before the 
Senate Committee on Armed Services 
about a recent report he wrote on the 
waste in Afghanistan. In that report, 
he exposed that the Pentagon paid $6 
million to buy nine male Italian 
goats—the reason they bought the 
goats from Italy was because they are 
blond in color—to send to western Af-
ghanistan to set up a farm and try to 
boost the cashmere industry there in 
Afghanistan. Now, the Pentagon 
doesn’t even know where the goats are. 
And the sad thing is, as Mr. Sopko said 
to the Senate, ‘‘We don’t know where 
the goats are. They might have been 
eaten’’—$6 million. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ican people could do a lot with $6 mil-
lion, I assure you. And they wouldn’t 
be spending $6 million for nine goats, 
that I am certain. 

The report that Mr. Sopko made ref-
erence to is titled, ‘‘Report Cites Wast-
ed Pentagon Money in Afghanistan.’’ 
Mr. Speaker, the waste goes on and on 
and on, and yet we in the House every 
year will send more and more money to 
Afghanistan. We have already been 
there 14 years. We are going to be there 
another 8 years because President 
Obama signed an agreement with Mr. 
Ghani to be there for 9 more years. We 
have already been there 1 year, and 
that means 8 more years. That is 22 
years. 

b 1030 

General Campbell, who has been the 
leader in Afghanistan, but is leaving, 
says that we need more years to train 
the Afghans to have a security force. I 
guess we are going to be there 30 years. 
I will be dead and gone, for sure, by 
then. 

What a waste of life and money in Af-
ghanistan. It is time for this Congress 
to meet its responsibility and put pres-

sure on the administration and stop 
funding Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, I have a poster here. 
The reason I bring this poster to the 
floor is to show the sad tragedy of war. 
There is a wife and a little girl. The 
husband and daddy is in a flag-draped 
casket. 

The reason I bring this matter to the 
floor is that I have signed over 11,000 
letters to families and extended fami-
lies who died in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
Last Sunday I signed one letter for an 
Army sergeant who died in Afghani-
stan. Mr. Speaker, I thought: How sad. 
How sad it is for that family. It is just 
so sad. 

It doesn’t have to happen. We need to 
debate bringing our troops home from 
Afghanistan, and we need to debate 
stopping the funding for the war in Af-
ghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, before closing, I want to 
remind the House that this is the long-
est war in the history of America. I 
don’t know who said it, but they said it 
right: Afghanistan is the graveyard of 
empires. 

I know there is going to be a head-
stone that says that the empire known 
as America spent so much blood and 
money in Afghanistan. It is financially 
broke. We are $19.1 trillion in debt 
right now. 

Let’s bring our troops out of Afghani-
stan. Let them fight the civil war 
themselves and decide what they want 
for Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask God to please 
bless our men and women in uniform, 
bless the families of our men in uni-
form. And, God, please continue to 
bless America. 

f 

STOP ACT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. JOLLY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to talk about an important congres-
sional reform initiative that I have in-
troduced in this body. 

I have had the opportunity to study 
Congress from virtually every angle. I 
graduated from college as a young in-
tern who drove up here having never 
been north of Tennessee. As my prede-
cessor said and I shared: I never 
thought I would meet a Member of 
Congress, much less have the great op-
portunity and honor to be one. 

Through virtually every staff role 
over the past 15 or 20 years, I have had 
a chance to study this body. There are 
a few experiences now, as a sitting 
Member of Congress, that I simply can-
not accept. 

One of them—the most pressing one— 
is the amount of time that Members of 
Congress are expected or, in some 
cases, directed to spend on raising 
money. 

We all know it. Every Member of 
Congress understands that you arrive 
with great expectations only to learn 
the obligation to spend time raising 
money. There is a quiet anger among 
many Members about that. 
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It is not comfortable to talk about, 

frankly. This is one of the more un-
comfortable speeches I will ever give in 
the well of this House. We must talk 
about it. Because when does this be-
come the expectation? 

This is an orientation slide for fresh-
men Members of Congress that was 
produced by one of the two major par-
ties of this Congress a few years back, 
suggesting that, as a Member of Con-
gress, your first responsibility is 4 
hours a day not in your office, but 
across the street in a call suite asking 
people for money, another 1 to 2 hours 
a day networking and raising money, 
and only 2 hours a day doing your job. 

Members of Congress might have a 
quiet anger, but the American people 
will have a very loud anger when they 
understand that we are not accom-
plishing things here because we are 
spending too much time raising money. 
Let’s turn that anger into resolve and 
change this body and change Wash-
ington forever. 

Former Members of Congress are 
happy to talk about this, retiring 
Members who write confessions saying 
they spent 4,200 hours raising money, 
former majority leaders of the other 
body now writing a book lamenting 
how much time they spent raising 
money, a colleague of ours leaving this 
House calling fundraising the main 
business of Congress. 

But what do they all have in com-
mon? They are all retiring or retired. 
Why don’t we do something about it, as 
sitting Members of Congress? Why 
don’t we fix this now when we have the 
opportunity instead of lamenting it 
when we are gone? 

This is why I have introduced what I 
call the Stop Act. It is very simple. It 
is 3 or 4 pages. Every Member of this 
body can read it before they vote on it. 
It simply prohibits direct solicitation 
of a campaign contribution by a sitting 
Member of Congress. 

State legislators in the State of Flor-
ida and across the country are often 
prohibited from directly soliciting. 
There are 30 States where judges are 
elected, and they are prohibited from 
directly soliciting contributions. 

I want to say thank you to my col-
leagues who have cosponsored this. In 
just over 3 weeks, we have six cospon-
sors: Mr. NOLAN of Minnesota, Mr. 
JONES of North Carolina, Messrs. 
DUFFY and RIBBLE of Wisconsin, and 
Messrs. MICA and NUGENT from my 
State of Florida. 

The message is very simple on this. 
It says to Congress to get back to 
work. Let’s do our job, the job we were 
elected to do. We will never solve bor-
der security and immigration reform. 
We will never balance the budget. We 
will never address national security 
and foreign policy. We will never ad-
dress tax reform if we have a part-time 
Congress in a full-time world. 

In any other profession, if you spend 
20 to 30 hours a week doing a job other 
than you are hired to do, you would be 
fired. But, in Washington, we accept 
this as the political culture. 

Many will say the issue is dark 
money, the issue is transparency. Fine. 
We can have a campaign finance de-
bate. But that is not what this is 
about. This is about congressional re-
form. 

I will close with this, Mr. Speaker. 
Each one of us made a promise to 
roughly 700,000 people in the commu-
nity from which we come and rep-
resent. We made a promise to do our 
job, not to ask them for money. We 
took an oath. 

We each took an oath, swearing to 
uphold and defend the Constitution of 
the United States. The last line of our 
oath says: ‘‘I will well and faithfully 
discharge the duties of this office on 
which I am about to enter.’’ 

Friends, we are not well and faith-
fully discharging the duties of this 
body when we are spending 20 hours a 
week asking people for money and not 
doing our job. 

We are not well and faithfully dis-
charging the duties of this office when 
fundraising is the main business, when 
we have Members missing votes to 
raise money, when the most important 
question sometimes among colleagues 
is not what legislation you are working 
on, but how much money you have 
raised. We are not well and faithfully 
executing the duties of this House 
when we are not doing our job. 

I stand here not to judge my col-
leagues. I stand here to try to change 
the system. Let’s restore credibility to 
this House. Let’s honor the greatness 
of this body with greatness of integ-
rity, greatness of commitment, great-
ness of resolve. 

Let’s recognize the great calling of 
this body and the even greater calling 
of this Nation. Let’s stand together 
today and change Washington forever. 

Friends, colleagues, I urge you, while 
you are here and before retiring and la-
menting the amount of time you spent 
raising money, cosponsor the Stop Act. 
Join me in this effort to change Wash-
ington. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
A message in writing from the Presi-

dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian 
Pate, one of his secretaries. 

f 

HARPERS FERRY, WEST VIRGINIA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. MOONEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, there are few places in our 
country that have both strong histor-
ical significance and scenic beauty. 
Harpers Ferry is perhaps the greatest 
example of both. 

Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, was 
founded in 1734 by Robert Harper, who 
purchased the land for 50 guineas, or 
around $262. Over the next 282 years, 
this quaint town was the backdrop for 
some of the most important events in 
American history. 

From the earliest settlement of this 
great Nation through the founding of 
the railroads, the beginning of 
Meriwether Lewis’ adventure with Wil-
liam Clark out West, John Brown’s 
raid, numerous Civil War battles and 
skirmishes, and the beginning of the 
civil rights movement, Harpers Ferry 
has stood the test of time and watched 
our American history unfold. 

As for the scenic beauty, none have 
described it better than one of our Na-
tion’s great founders, President Thom-
as Jefferson. After visiting Harpers 
Ferry on October 25, 1783, the author of 
the Declaration of Independence said 
he viewed ‘‘the passage of the Potomac 
River through the Blue Ridge as per-
haps one of the most stupendous scenes 
in nature.’’ 

Let me tell you, this picture does not 
do the town justice. 

Harpers Ferry is a national treasure 
that has been enjoyed by millions of 
families for centuries. This past July, 
however, this quaint town of only 283 
residents was struck by a large fire 
that swept through the downtown busi-
ness district and destroyed 10 busi-
nesses, which is 30 percent of the com-
mercial district, and 2 apartments. 

Even before the embers from the fire 
cooled, members of the community had 
begun to take action and began making 
plans to rebuild. 

The town council, the Merchants As-
sociation, and the community at large 
stepped up to take care of the people 
who were displaced by the fire. Jobs 
and housing were found for everyone 
who needed them, and space was of-
fered for businesses that were able to 
immediately reopen. 

The Harpers Ferry Historical Town 
Foundation established a fund to col-
lect and distribute money to help dis-
placed residents, businessowners, and 
employees meet their most immediate 
needs. 

Over the past several months, in ad-
dition to the support the fund received 
from people who live in the eastern 
panhandle of West Virginia, thousands 
of visitors from across the country and 
some from abroad have contributed to 
this fund. 

The president of West Virginia Uni-
versity, Dr. G. Gordon Gee, brought a 
team to Harpers Ferry to help the town 
and the town council establish a plan. 
This plan enabled property owners to 
rebuild and restore their buildings, to 
develop a marketing plan, and to pro-
vide engineering and archeological 
services to prevent the demolition of 
their historical treasures. 

The superintendent of the Harpers 
Ferry National Historical Park, Re-
becca Harriott, stepped forward with 
meeting spaces, security services, and 
additional personnel to protect town 
residents and visitors from the fragile, 
burned-out spaces. 

The Jefferson County Commission 
provided in-kind and financial support 
to reimburse the town for the unantici-
pated expenses of fighting the fire and 
providing for safety in the middle of 
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Harpers Ferry’s busiest part of the 
tourist season. Local, State, and Fed-
eral officials were a constant and reas-
suring presence for the town. 

The town council and the Historic 
Landmarks and Planning Commissions 
have worked together to streamline 
processes and enable property owners 
to quickly move ahead with the res-
toration of the burned buildings. 

This past Monday I personally visited 
Harpers Ferry in Jefferson County, 
where I live with my wife and three 
children, to see the progress that is 
being made to repair the structures. 

The mayor, Greg Vaughn, was kind 
enough to show me around the dam-
aged buildings and introduce me to 
those who were impacted by the fire. I 
can’t tell you how encouraging it was 
to see how the town has come together 
to rebuild after the fire. 

Harpers Ferry is no stranger to dis-
aster: war, fire, floods. This is a town 
that endures. Today, Mr. Speaker, 
Harpers Ferry is still open for business, 
still thriving, still an elegant and evoc-
ative journey into the formative years 
of our Nation. I invite you to come 
visit. 

f 

HEROIN EPIDEMIC 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DOLD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to discuss a problem that is near and 
dear to my heart. 

Cheaper than cigarettes and more ac-
cessible than alcohol, heroin has be-
come a plague on communities all 
across our country. Heroin takes a life 
every 3 days in the Chicago suburbs. 
Unfortunately, a similarly deadly 
trend is taking place all over our Na-
tion. 

Although heroin is not often consid-
ered a serious suburban problem, sta-
tistics show the epidemic is quickly 
growing. Nearly one-quarter of the peo-
ple who try heroin become addicted, 
and heroin deaths have literally quad-
rupled in the United States in less than 
a decade. 

But the statistics don’t even begin to 
tell the whole story. As the co-chair of 
the Suburban Anti-Heroin Task Force 
in the State of Illinois, I have seen 
firsthand the deadly impact of these 
drugs. 

But I still can’t even begin to fathom 
the pain of losing one of my children to 
a drug overdose. I can’t imagine what 
families throughout the country have 
been put through because of this ter-
rible drug. 

There is hope. Thanks to the great 
work of the Lake County Opioid Initia-
tive, Live4Lali, and many other organi-
zations in the 10th Congressional Dis-
trict, we have already had tremendous 
success saving lives with an overdose 
reversal aid called naloxone. 

b 1045 

When used properly, naloxone helps 
restore breathing that has been 

stopped by an overdose. First respond-
ers in Lake County, Illinois, have now 
saved over 56 lives in just a little over 
1 year. That is 56 families who won’t 
have to experience the same type of un-
bearable pain as those who have lost a 
loved one. 

With increased access, the World 
Health Organization predicts that 
naloxone could save an additional 
20,000 lives each and every year. That is 
why I introduced a new bipartisan 
piece of legislation this week with Con-
gresswoman KATHERINE CLARK. 

Our bill, Lali’s Law, will help States 
increase access to naloxone. The bill is 
named in memory of Stevenson High 
School graduate Alex Laliberte, who, 
sadly, passed away from a drug over-
dose. 

Alex, like many high school students, 
played sports at Stevenson High 
School. He did well at school. He cared 
about his friends. He cared about his 
family. But during his sophomore year 
of college, he began being hospitalized 
for what was a mysterious illness. 

Unknown to his family and to the 
doctors, Alex had an addiction to pre-
scription drugs and was being hospital-
ized for his withdrawal. He would stay 
in the hospital until he received his fix, 
leave the hospital, and repeat the cycle 
again and again. He continued this pat-
tern until he died of an overdose a few 
days after his final exams. 

The primary purpose, Mr. Speaker, of 
this bill, is to help fund State programs 
that allow pharmacists to distribute 
naloxone without a prescription so 
that we can prevent the repeat of 
Alex’s story. 

Many States use these programs to 
allow local law enforcement officers to 
carry and use naloxone, just like the 
success we have already seen in Lake 
County. 

The police officers in Lake County 
asked to be able to carry it because 
they would come to a scene often faster 
than the paramedics. They could re-
spond within 5 minutes and refused to 
sit idly by and watch these people die 
of an overdose. 

Lali’s Law is an example of what is 
possible when we set aside partisanship 
and get to work for the people that we 
represent. Lali’s Law will bring Alex’s 
story to the United States Congress, 
here, and amplify the lifesaving bene-
fits of Live4Lali’s hard work and the 
work that they did to pass a similar 
piece of legislation in the Illinois State 
Legislature. 

It is my hope that, through this bi-
partisan bill, Alex’s lasting legacy will 
include helping countless people get a 
second chance at recovery and saving 
their families from unbearable heart-
break. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bipartisan initiative and join us in the 
fight against heroin and prescription 
drug abuse. Together we can truly save 
lives. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 

declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 47 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Bishop Perry Thompson, Freedom 
Chapel International Christian Center, 
Washington, D.C., offered the following 
prayer: 

Emmanuel, the God of creation, pres-
ence, and power, we honor You, the 
true and only wise God, as Christ and 
Lord and decree and declare Your prin-
ciples and patterns to be the common 
thread through these walls and this au-
gust assembly of Representatives. 

We declare this day that the Lord has 
made a day of excellence and coopera-
tion and decree it to be like no other 
day. We remorse of all sin and short-
comings and acquiesce to the unction 
of the Shekinah glory of the Most 
High. 

With expediency, deliver us from our 
enemies, for we flee unto Thee to hide 
us. Teach us to do Thy will, for Thou 
art our God. Thy spirit is good. Lead us 
into the land of uprightness. 

We declare these blessings in the 
name of the Lord and Savior. 

Amen in Jesus’ name. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. HAHN) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. HAHN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING BISHOP PERRY 
THOMPSON 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. RUSH) 
is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to thank Bishop Perry N. Thompson of 
Richmond, Virginia, for offering the 
opening prayer. 

A graduate of DeVry Institute of 
Technology and Norfolk State Univer-
sity, Bishop Thompson is the senior 
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pastor of the Freedom Chapel Inter-
national Christian Center here in 
Washington, D.C., and Bishop Thomp-
son oversees ministries abroad in 
Brazil, Ecuador, Liberia, Mexico, Rus-
sia, and Ukraine. 

Mr. Speaker, Bishop Thompson is the 
Admissions and Financial Officer for 
the Supreme Court of the United 
States, the First Vice President of Ad-
ministration for RBI Institute, and 
serves on the Executive Board of the 
Apostolic World Christian Fellowship. 

Mr. Speaker, Bishop Thompson is 
also the pastor of our beloved colleague 
Joyce Hamlett, Assistant Sergeant at 
Arms in charge of floor security. 

Mr. Speaker, again I thank Bishop 
Perry N. Thompson for his excellent 
work and for his being here today. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois). The Chair 
will entertain up to 15 further requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S PLAN TO 
CLOSE GUANTANAMO 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday President Obama 
announced his plan to close Guanta-
namo. 

As a 29-year Air Force veteran and 
POW, I speak from experience when I 
say that the President’s decision is 
wrong and it will endanger our home-
land. 

As a Congressman who helped pass 
the law to protect American citizens 
by ensuring Obama doesn’t release ter-
rorists from GTMO, I would like to re-
mind the President that his decision 
goes against the will of the American 
people. Furthermore, it is illegal. 

Radical Islamic terrorists who are 
hell-bent on the destruction of our de-
mocracy and way of life belong in only 
one place, Guantanamo. 

The President is clearly in denial 
about these terrorists, but Americans 
can rest assured we will do everything 
in our power to keep our country safe. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

SUPPORT FUNDING FOR GREAT 
LAKES RESTORATION INITIATIVE 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, on the 
occasion of Great Lakes Day, hundreds 
of advocates are in Washington to sup-
port funding for the restoration of the 
Great Lakes. 

Fortunately, after years of neglect, 
Congress is starting to meet its respon-
sibilities to protect and to restore this 
irreplaceable resource. 

In 1968, the Buffalo River, which 
drains into Lake Erie, was so contami-
nated that it was declared biologically 
dead. 

Today, funded by the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative, the Federal 
Government, local businesses, and the 
Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER are 
working on a massive undertaking to 
clean up and restore the river. Now we 
expect it will be fishable and swim-
mable within the next decade. 

In the coming weeks, Congress will 
begin to devise its spending plan for 
the year. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port programs like the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative, which support 
local economies, natural habitats, and 
public health throughout the region. 

f 

CLOSING GUANTANAMO 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday the President an-
nounced a dangerous proposal, to close 
Guantanamo and bring terrorists to 
America. One of the proposed locations 
is near Charleston, South Carolina, 
creating a risk of attacks to adjacent 
schools, churches, neighborhoods, and 
ports. 

I have visited Guantanamo twice. 
This is the right location to house ter-
rorists who are obsessed to kill Amer-
ican families. 

The 2016 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, signed by the President, bars 
the closure of Guantanamo. Congress 
voted that remote Guantanamo is the 
safest location for mass murderers of 
American families, which discourages 
further attacks, and no one wants to be 
in Communist Cuba. 

I appreciate Speaker PAUL DAVIS 
RYAN, Senators TIM SCOTT and LINDSEY 
GRAHAM, Governor Nikki Haley, Attor-
ney General Alan Wilson, and the 
South Carolina House delegation for 
their efforts to prevent the closure of 
Guantanamo to protect American fam-
ilies. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

f 

A NEW SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, all 
of us were saddened in the last 2 weeks 
at the loss of the longest serving jurist, 
Justice Scalia. There is no doubt he 
loved the law and he loved the Court. 

With that in mind, Mr. Speaker, I 
think it is important that, in recogni-
tion of Justice Scalia’s love of the law 

and the love of that Court, we honor 
his memory by fulfilling the constitu-
tional duty that the other body has to 
and the constitutional duty that the 
President has to, which is to advise and 
consent on a nomination made by the 
President or not consent made by the 
President of a Supreme Court Justice. 

The claim that this is an 80-year 
precedent that has not been broken 
based upon the time that the President 
is now serving—332 days—there is no 
such term as a lame duck in the United 
States Congress is incorrect. It was re-
cently done in 1988, under President 
Reagan, with Justice Kennedy, when 
he was nominated by a Democrat-con-
trolled Senate, 97–0. 

It is important that we express to the 
American people that we are willing to 
do our duty. I would adhere to the 
Latin term in English: the last expres-
sion of the people prevail. The Presi-
dent of the United States was duly 
elected in 2012. His term has not ended. 

I applaud the President for doing his 
constitutional duty. I think it is im-
portant for us to do our constitutional 
duty, the Congress of the United 
States, and address the question on 
making sure the Court is full to do its 
duty. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO HARPER LEE 

(Mr. BYRNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, last week 
the world lost a literary giant and Ala-
bama lost a legend. A native of Ala-
bama’s First Congressional District, 
Nelle Harper Lee was born and died in 
Monroeville, Alabama, the city that 
served as an inspiration for the town of 
Maycomb in her legendary novel ‘‘To 
Kill a Mockingbird.’’ 

Nelle received many honors through-
out her life, including being inducted 
into the Alabama Academy of Honor, 
receiving the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, and being awarded the Na-
tional Medal of Arts. 

She was known as a private woman, 
but her writings inspired generations, 
promoted acceptance, and taught us all 
important life lessons. 

Sadly, she passed away in Monroe-
ville on February 19 at the age of 89. 

One of the best lessons Nelle taught 
us was about tolerance. As she wrote in 
‘‘To Kill a Mockingbird,’’ ‘‘You never 
really understand a person until you 
consider things from his point of view 
. . . until you climb into his skin and 
walk around in it.’’ 

May we all take time to reflect on 
the life of Nelle Harper Lee, and may 
we all continue to live out her lesson of 
tolerance each and every day. 

f 

AUTUMN JOHNSON KILLED BY 
GUN VIOLENCE 

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, on the 

evening of February 9, this little pre-
cious angel, 1-year-old Autumn John-
son, was in her crib when a gunman ap-
proached her family’s Compton home 
and opened fire on the converted ga-
rage where they lived. 

Autumn was struck by a single bullet 
to her head. Two sheriff’s deputies on 
the scene didn’t think they could wait 
for the paramedics and rushed little 
Autumn in her father’s arms to the 
hospital in their squad car. She was de-
clared dead at the hospital. 

Yesterday sheriffs arrested her sus-
pected killer. The motive is still un-
known, but law enforcement suspects 
gang involvement. I hope that justice 
is served, but I know that nothing can 
make up for what Autumn’s parents 
have lost. 

I attended her funeral on Saturday, 
and my heart broke into a million 
pieces when I saw Autumn in her little 
lavender casket. Before she was buried, 
her young father put her pink teddy 
bear in beside her. 

When is the breaking point? When 
will we decide that our communities 
have seen enough bloodshed? When will 
we get serious about investing in our 
young people and giving them better 
opportunities than gangs? When will 
we in Congress finally do our part to 
prevent gun violence? 

Autumn’s life mattered, and it is 
time we started acting like it. 

f 

HONORING CAROL MOONEY, PRESI-
DENT OF SAINT MARY’S COL-
LEGE 

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and pay tribute to a 
champion of higher education in my 
district. 

For the last 12 years, Dr. Carol Moon-
ey has honorably served as president of 
Saint Mary’s College in Notre Dame, 
Indiana. She is beloved by her peers 
and praised for strengthening Saint 
Mary’s fiscal and academic standings. 
Her work has directly impacted the 
lives of students on campus, providing 
them with the highest quality edu-
cation possible. 

As its first lay alumna president, 
Mooney spearheaded Saint Mary’s 
most successful fund-raising campaign, 
raising over $105 million in gifts and 
pledges. She also oversaw the expan-
sion of numerous undergraduate and 
graduate programs. Clearly, her dedi-
cation to and passion for education has 
been felt far and wide. 

On behalf of the people of Indiana’s 
Second Congressional District, I thank 
President Mooney for her commitment 
to improving the state of our commu-
nity and society at large and wish her 
all the best as she enters retirement 
later this year. 

b 1215 

RECOGNIZING THE WORLD WAR II 
GHOST ARMY 

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to honor a group of men who 
played a crucial and unique role in the 
Allied victory in World War II. 

The Army’s 23rd Headquarters Spe-
cial Troops, also known as the Ghost 
Army, used tactical deception to divert 
enemy troops. Recruited from art 
schools and ad agencies, these men cre-
ated false radio transmissions, along 
with decoy tanks, planes, and other ve-
hicles, to deceive German soldiers 
while concealing the true movement of 
our Allied troops. 

The unit’s members included cele-
brated artists like Bill Blass and Ells-
worth Kelly, and men like the late 
Mickey McKane, who lived in my dis-
trict. Mickey was recruited from the 
Pratt Institute and put his expertise in 
architectural design to good use on the 
battlefields of Europe. 

The Ghost Army’s activities were 
classified until 1996, which meant that 
for years their heroics went largely un-
recognized. Last year, my colleague 
PETER KING and I introduced legisla-
tion to collectively award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the unit. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation and give the Ghost Army 
the recognition it deserves. I hope you 
will join me tomorrow night on the 
Hill, where I will be hosting a screen-
ing of an acclaimed 2013 PBS documen-
tary, The Ghost Army. 

As the proud daughter and daughter- 
in-law of World War II veterans, I am 
honored to advocate for those who sac-
rificed so much for our victory. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in these ef-
forts. 

f 

LACONIA PD 

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
recognition of the Laconia, New Hamp-
shire, Police Department helping com-
bat our State’s growing heroin epi-
demic. 

Even in picturesque communities 
like Laconia, New Hampshire’s Lakes 
Region, heroin abuse is afflicting ev-
eryone from kids to adults. Laconia is 
taking a new approach to the problem, 
however. 

In addition to locking up drug deal-
ers, the Laconia Police Department 
named former undercover officer Eric 
Adams as a prevention and treatment 
coordinator. In his new job, Officer 
Adams builds relationships with heroin 
users, often at their most vulnerable 
moments, convincing them to seek 
treatment. 

Sometimes his cell phone rings in the 
middle of the night. A desperate caller 

pleads with Eric for help. He arrives 
with compassion and information. Just 
last year, he helped 78 Granite Staters 
seek treatment. 

In Congress, members of the Bipar-
tisan Task Force to Combat the Heroin 
Epidemic are working to direct more 
resources to innovative programs like 
Laconia’s. The Laconia Police Depart-
ment is providing a model for others 
and saving lives. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, last 
weekend, six people were murdered by 
a gunman on the streets of Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. So far this year, we have had 
more than 1,800 people die at the hands 
of a gun and more than 30 mass shoot-
ings. Congress has done nothing in the 
face of this continued bloodshed. 

What will it take for us to act? 
Today I will introduce the Hate 

Crimes Prevention Act, a bill that 
closes the hate crimes loophole and 
will prevent those convicted of hate 
crimes from possessing or purchasing a 
gun. 

I have proposed the assault weapons 
ban, a bill to end the purchase of fire-
arms by dangerous individuals, to close 
the fire sale loophole. My colleagues 
have introduced many other bills to fix 
our broken background check system. 

It is important that we take up this 
legislation and vote on these bills to 
let our constituents know where we 
stand in this fight to reduce gun vio-
lence in our country. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RAY 
WEST 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the life of my constituent 
Ray West, who passed away last week 
at the age of 89. 

Ray was a U.S. Navy veteran who 
served during World War II. He went on 
to have a successful career in the film 
industry, earning an Academy Award 
and a Grammy for his work as a sound 
engineer. 

Ray and his wife, Jean, were married 
in 1950. The two honeymooned in Yo-
semite National Park and celebrated 
each anniversary by returning there. 

Ray became ill and the Dream Foun-
dation stepped in. The Dream Founda-
tion is a wish-granting organization for 
terminally ill adults that is based in 
Santa Barbara, California. They en-
sured that Ray and Jean would be able 
to visit Yosemite for their 65th wed-
ding anniversary. 

Last September I had the privilege of 
meeting Ray and his son David when 
they traveled to Washington, D.C., for 
the launch of the Dream Foundation’s 
Dreams for Veterans Program. I was 
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honored to be able to recognize him for 
his outstanding military service and 
his extraordinary life. 

So today, my thoughts are with 
Ray’s family. I pray they find comfort 
as they celebrate the life of this re-
markable man. 

f 

CENTRAL INTERCOLLEGIATE 
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight the Central Inter-
collegiate Athletic Association. 

Founded in 1912, the CIAA is our Na-
tion’s first historically Black colle-
giate athletic conference and one of 
our country’s oldest athletic con-
ferences. The CIAA is being held in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, this week, 
which I have the pleasure of rep-
resenting. 

As co-chair of the Bipartisan Con-
gressional HBCU Caucus, I am proud of 
the mission of the CIAA, which encour-
ages educational advancements for stu-
dent athletes, promotes positive com-
petitive sportsmanship, and highlights 
HBCUs and other member institutions. 

The Queen City has hosted this con-
ference for more than 10 years, and the 
CIAA has had a positive impact on 
Charlotte’s economy over the last dec-
ade, generating more than $325 million. 
It continues to generate more than $55 
million annually. CIAA’s sponsors, 
along with the city of Charlotte, have 
also provided $1.5 million annually in 
scholarship funding for member 
schools. 

I thank CIAA for being such a posi-
tive force in the Charlotte area, and for 
students, families, and supporters 
across the country. I wish the best to 
all of the male and female athletes 
competing for titles this week. 

f 

AIPM ACT/NATIONAL INVASIVE 
SPECIES WEEK 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, in rec-
ognition of National Invasive Species 
Awareness Week, this is a great oppor-
tunity to call attention to the more 
than 4,300 invasive species that harm 
our domestic agriculture, local land-
owners, and communities throughout 
the United States. 

So, what are invasive species? 
In my home State of Hawaii, the cof-

fee berry borer, coconut rhinoceros 
beetle, macadamia nut felted coccid, 
and others cost our local economy mil-
lions and threaten our unique eco-
system, our agriculture and water-
ways, as well as our food supply and 
public health. 

There is no one-size-fits-all solution 
to combat the thousands of noxious 
species that are present across the 
country. That is why I strongly encour-
age my colleagues to cosponsor and 

pass H.R. 3893, a bill I sponsored, the 
Areawide Integrated Pest Management 
Act, which would bring local stake-
holders together with researchers and 
other key players in order to find sus-
tainable, cost-effective, and com-
prehensive solutions that will better 
help all of us to manage and prevent 
the spread of these harmful pests and 
invasive species. 

f 

DEADLINE FOR A STRATEGY TO 
COMBAT ISLAMIC EXTREMISM 

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, last week 
the Obama administration failed to 
meet a congressionally mandated dead-
line to submit a strategy to combat Is-
lamic terrorism. 

To comply with the 2016 National De-
fense Authorization Act, President 
Obama was required to submit to Con-
gress a comprehensive strategy to de-
feat ISIS by Monday, February 15, 2016. 
That was over a week ago. We still 
have not received his strategy. Con-
fronting this threat is of utmost impor-
tance to the safety and security of the 
United States and our allies. 

While there is an absence of leader-
ship from our Commander in Chief, the 
House has taken several steps to keep 
America safe from terrorism. We 
passed the Visa Waiver Improvement 
and Terrorist Travel Prevention Act to 
help prevent foreign terrorists from en-
tering the United States. We also 
passed the American Security Against 
Foreign Enemies Act, a bill to pause 
the government’s Syrian refugee pro-
gram. 

Just yesterday the House passed two 
additional measures to ensure our Fed-
eral agencies are working to disrupt 
the travel of terrorists and those seek-
ing help from terrorists. 

The House alone cannot keep Amer-
ica safe. We need action from this ad-
ministration, and submitting an in-
complete plan to remove dangerous 
terrorists to the United States from 
Guantanamo Bay doesn’t count. It just 
threatens our security more. ISIS is a 
very grave threat that is clearly not 
contained. 

Today I urge the President to comply 
with the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act and submit a plan to Con-
gress. 

f 

HEALTH SAVINGS ACT GIVES 
MORE FLEXIBILITY TO MEET 
HEALTH CARE NEEDS 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, hard-
working families in Minnesota and 
around the country want more flexi-
bility, more choice, and lower costs 
when it comes to their own health 
care. Instead of a top-down approach, 

patients should be able to work with 
their doctor to determine what is best 
to meet their health care needs. 

One of the best tools to provide more 
flexibility for patients are health sav-
ings accounts and flexible spending ac-
counts. HSAs and FSAs are a great way 
to save for future medical expenses. 

However, due to certain loopholes in 
current law, employers are often dis-
couraged from contributing to their 
employees’ accounts. That is why I 
have introduced legislation, the Health 
Savings Act, that would remove this 
loophole and encourage companies to 
contribute directly to their employees’ 
HSAs and FSAs. 

The bill also would bring in seniors 
and Active Duty military personnel 
into the mix by allowing contributions 
to be made to those accounts under 
Medicare and TRICARE. It also makes 
commonsense fixes to the current rules 
regarding HSAs and FSAs. For in-
stance, patients would now be able to 
purchase over-the-counter medications 
such as aspirin or allergy medicine 
without getting a prescription from 
their doctor first. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s give the American 
people more choice and more flexi-
bility. Let’s pass the Health Savings 
Act. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

ERIC WILLIAMS CORRECTIONAL 
OFFICER PROTECTION ACT OF 2015 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 238) to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to authorize the Director 
of the Bureau of Prisons to issue oleo-
resin capsicum spray to officers and 
employees of the Bureau of Prisons. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 238 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Eric Wil-
liams Correctional Officer Protection Act of 
2015’’. 
SEC. 2. OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BU-

REAU OF PRISONS AUTHORIZED TO 
CARRY OLEORESIN CAPSICUM 
SPRAY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 303 of part III of 
title 18, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 
‘‘§ 4049. Officers and employees of the Bureau 

of Prisons authorized to carry oleoresin 
capsicum spray 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Bu-

reau of Prisons shall issue, on a routine 
basis, oleoresin capsicum spray to— 
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‘‘(1) any officer or employee of the Bureau 

of Prisons who— 
‘‘(A) is employed in a prison that is not a 

minimum or low security prison; and 
‘‘(B) may respond to an emergency situa-

tion in such a prison; and 
‘‘(2) to such additional officers and employ-

ees of prisons as the Director determines ap-
propriate, in accordance with this section. 

‘‘(b) TRAINING REQUIREMENT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In order for an officer or 

employee of the Bureau of Prisons, including 
a correctional officer, to be eligible to re-
ceive and carry oleoresin capsicum spray 
pursuant to this section, the officer or em-
ployee shall complete a training course be-
fore being issued such spray, and annually 
thereafter, on the use of oleoresin capsicum 
spray. 

‘‘(2) TRANSFERABILITY OF TRAINING.—An of-
ficer or employee of the Bureau of Prisons 
who completes a training course pursuant to 
paragraph (1) and subsequently transfers to 
employment at a different prison, shall not 
be required to complete an additional train-
ing course solely due such transfer. 

‘‘(3) TRAINING CONDUCTED DURING REGULAR 
EMPLOYMENT.—An officer or employee of the 
Bureau of Prisons who completes a training 
course required under paragraph (1) shall do 
so during the course of that officer or em-
ployee’s regular employment, and shall be 
compensated at the same rate that the offi-
cer or employee would be compensated for 
conducting the officer or employee’s regular 
duties. 

‘‘(c) USE OF OLEORESIN CAPSICUM SPRAY.— 
Officers and employees of the Bureau of Pris-
ons issued oleoresin capsicum spray pursu-
ant to subsection (a) may use such spray to 
reduce acts of violence— 

‘‘(1) committed by prisoners against them-
selves, other prisoners, prison visitors, and 
officers and employees of the Bureau of Pris-
ons; and 

‘‘(2) committed by prison visitors against 
themselves, prisoners, other visitors, and of-
ficers and employees of the Bureau of Pris-
ons.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 303 of part III of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 4048 the 
following: 
‘‘4049. Officers and employees of the Bureau 

of Prisons authorized to carry 
oleoresin capsicum spray.’’. 

SEC. 3. GAO REPORT. 
Not later than the date that is 3 years 

after the date on which the Director of the 
Bureau of Prisons begins to issue oleoresin 
capsicum spray to officers and employees of 
the Bureau of Prisons pursuant to section 
4049 of title 18, United States Code, as added 
by this Act, the Comptroller General of the 
United States shall submit to Congress a re-
port that includes the following: 

(1) An evaluation of the effectiveness of 
issuing oleoresin capsicum spray to officers 
and employees of the Bureau of Prisons in 
prisons that are not minimum or low secu-
rity prisons on— 

(A) reducing crime in such prisons; and 
(B) reducing acts of violence committed by 

prisoners against themselves, other pris-
oners, prison visitors, and officers and em-
ployees of the Bureau of Prisons in such pris-
ons. 

(2) An evaluation of the advisability of 
issuing oleoresin capsicum spray to officers 
and employees of the Bureau of Prisons in 
prisons that are minimum or low security 
prisons, including— 

(A) the effectiveness that issuing such 
spray in such prisons would have on reducing 
acts of violence committed by prisoners 
against themselves, other prisoners, prison 

visitors, and officers and employees of the 
Bureau of Prisons in such prisons; and 

(B) the cost of issuing such spray in such 
prisons. 

(3) Recommendations to improve the safe-
ty of officers and employees of the Bureau of 
Prisons in prisons. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON 
LEE) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on S. 238, currently under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Today I rise in support of S. 238, the 
Eric Williams Correctional Officer Pro-
tection Act of 2015. 

Eric Williams was born on August 24, 
1978, in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. He 
was the son of Donald and Jean Wil-
liams. Eric spent most of his life in 
Nanticoke, Pennsylvania, where he at-
tended the Nanticoke public schools 
and graduated from Greater Nanticoke 
Area High School in 1996. 

Eric was an avid soccer player. He 
played youth soccer, was a member of 
the high school team, and continued 
playing in adult leagues. In addition, 
to his love of soccer, Eric was an avid 
sportsman. He enjoyed hunting, fish-
ing, and bowling. 

Eric graduated with a criminal jus-
tice degree from King’s College in 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, and was a 
graduate of Lackawanna College’s po-
lice program. He went on to become a 
security specialist and then a police of-
ficer with Jefferson Township, Penn-
sylvania. 

In September of 2011, Eric began his 
career as a corrections officer at the 
U.S. Penitentiary in Canaan. In his 
spare time, he volunteered by visiting 
jails, talking to inmates about health 
and spiritual issues. 

On the night of February 25, 2013—3 
years ago tomorrow—Eric was super-
vising more than 100 high-security in-
mates at the USP in Canaan. While 
making his rounds for nightly 
lockdown just before 10 p.m., inmate 
and gang member Jesse Con-ui 
launched an unprovoked, brutal, and 
cowardly attack against Senior Officer 
Williams. Con-ui knocked Eric down a 
staircase, fracturing his skull. He pro-
ceeded to stab Eric more than 200 times 
with a homemade prison shank. 

When authorities found Eric’s body, 
he had only a set of keys, a pair of 
handcuffs, and a handheld radio on 
him, clearly not enough to defend him-

self against such a brutal attack. Eric 
was 34 years old when he was murdered. 

The Eric Williams Correctional Offi-
cer Protection Act of 2015 will ensure 
that our brave corrections officers have 
the necessary equipment to properly 
defend themselves from this type of at-
tack in the future. 

S. 238 requires the Director of the Bu-
reau of Prisons to issue pepper spray to 
any Bureau of Prisons officer or em-
ployee who may have to respond to an 
emergency situation to reduce acts of 
violence committed by prisoners. 

b 1230 
This is a much-needed piece of legis-

lation to ensure the safety and security 
of Bureau of Prisons employees as well 
as the inmates in their facilities. This 
bill passed the Senate 2 months ago 
and, if passed today, will be presented 
to the President. 

I want to particularly thank Con-
gressman MARINO, who represents the 
district where Eric lived and who has 
been a staunch advocate for making 
pepper spray available to Bureau of 
Prisons employees. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this important piece of leg-
islation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as the senior member of 
the House Judiciary Committee and as 
the ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Crime, Terrorism, Home-
land Security, and Investigations, as 
the Representative of Houston, I am 
privileged to be able to support this 
legislation, legislation that, I am very 
glad to say, had been included in our 
draft prison bill, a bipartisan bill. But 
because of the urgency of this matter, 
I am very glad to be on the floor of the 
House with the cosponsors, sponsors, 
and the chairman of the full com-
mittee, Mr. GOODLATTE; and the rank-
ing member of the full committee, Mr. 
CONYERS, as well, joins in the impor-
tance of this effort. 

My heart aches for Eric Williams’ 
family, and it aches for the cir-
cumstance that caused him to lose his 
life. Obviously, this young man was 
committed to public safety, the crimi-
nal justice system, and, in fact, the re-
habilitation of those who were incar-
cerated, even in high-risk cir-
cumstances. 

I rise to support S. 238, the Eric Wil-
liams Correctional Officer Protection 
Act of 2015, to make sure that this pro-
vision, providing a tool of safety for 
these brave corrections officers, does 
not go out of existence. 

I want to extend my thanks again to 
Judiciary Chairman GOODLATTE and 
Ranking Member CONYERS, as I indi-
cated, for their ongoing, bipartisan 
leadership. 

But again, let me refer back to Eric 
Williams, the namesake of this legisla-
tion and the tragedy of his death. I 
want to offer my sympathy to the fam-
ily members and to again say that this 
death did not have to happen. 
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As I discuss the bill, I want to make 

the point that we should not short-
change the resources needed for the 
men and women who are on the front 
lines of protecting us and securing a 
criminal justice system to make it 
work. In this instance, that is what 
happened. 

A death had occurred earlier, but the 
pilot program did not reach to Eric’s 
facility, and that is inexcusable. But, 
fortunately, this permanent adding or 
expanding of this bill will make sure 
that every high-risk facility under the 
Bureau of Prisons will have this pepper 
spray. 

The Judiciary Committee unani-
mously passed the groundbreaking 
prison reform bill, as I said, 2 weeks 
ago. This measure was included. 

S. 238 codifies a pilot program that 
has increased Federal prison safety na-
tionwide. It is crucial. However, it is 
set to expire in a few days, and I look 
forward to my colleagues bringing 
forth the criminal justice bill. 

It is important to move this bill now. 
Tomorrow marks 3 years since the 
death of Correctional Officer Eric Wil-
liams, who was stabbed by an inmate 
at a high-security facility. He was 
working alone, as I said, with 100 in-
mates, high risk. Armed with only a 
radio, keys, and handcuffs, he was un-
able to defend himself against the ag-
gressive attack. If Officer Williams was 
equipped with pepper spray, then he 
might still be here with us today. 

Passing S. 238 will honor Officer Wil-
liams. The provisions of this bill re-
quire BOP to issue oleoresin capsicum 
spray, known as pepper spray, to cer-
tain staff at a higher security prison. 
This requirement is truly common 
sense and does not apply to minimum 
or low-security facilities. It only ap-
plies to staff that may respond to an 
emergency situation in the prison. 

S. 238 includes critical safeguards to 
ensure pepper spray is used appro-
priately and only when necessary to 
prevent acts of violence, it is deter-
mined that pepper spray is not dan-
gerous, only in limited circumstances. 

The legislation requires the officer or 
employee to complete a pepper spray 
training course before being issued the 
spray, annually thereafter. 

It establishes parameters for using 
the spray, and it may only be used to 
reduce acts of violence. In doing so, S. 
238 makes it clear that pepper spray 
may not be used to punish or coerce in-
mates, or in an excessive, inappro-
priate fashion. 

Finally, let me say that it is with 
sadness, but with pleasure, that we pro-
vide this legislation and move it quick-
ly so that we can provide that perma-
nent armor, if you will, to protect 
these officers who are dealing with 
high-risk inmates. 

I ask my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

As a senior Member of the House Judiciary 
Committee; as the Ranking Member of the 
Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland 
Security, and Investigations; as the represent-

ative from Houston and as a co-sponsor of 
legislation that includes this same measure, I 
rise in support of S. 238, the ‘‘Eric Williams 
Correctional Officer Protection Act of 2015.’’ 

Let me extend my thanks to Judiciary Chair-
man GOODLATTE and Ranking Member CON-
YERS for their ongoing leadership on bipartisan 
criminal justice reform. 

When the Judiciary Committee unanimously 
passed a groundbreaking prison reform bill 
just two weeks ago, that bill included the 
measure before us today. 

S. 238 codifies a pilot program that has in-
creased federal prison safety nationwide. 

This crucial program, however, is set to ex-
pire in just a few days. 

While I look forward to working with my col-
leagues to bring our bipartisan criminal justice 
reform bills before this Chamber soon, we 
must pass S. 238 now to avoid letting this im-
portant program expire. 

Tomorrow marks three years since the 
death of Correctional Officer Eric Williams, 
who was stabbed by an inmate at a high se-
curity facility in Waymart, PA. 

Officer Williams was working alone in a unit 
of more than loo inmates. 

Armed only with a radio, keys, and hand-
cuffs, he was unable to defend himself against 
the aggressive attack. 

If Officer Williams was equipped with pepper 
spray, then he might still be here with us 
today. 

Passing S. 238 will honor Officer Williams. 
The Eric Williams Correctional Officer Pro-

tection Act of 2015 provides officers in higher 
security facilities with the means to protect 
themselves when necessary. 

S. 238 requires BOP to issue oleoresin cap-
sicum spray, known as pepper spray, to cer-
tain staff at higher security prisons. 

This requirement is truly common sense: it 
does not apply to minimum or low security fa-
cilities; and it only applies to staff that ‘‘may 
respond to an emergency situation’’ in the 
prison. 

S. 238 includes critical safeguards to ensure 
pepper spray is used appropriately and only 
when necessary to prevent acts of violence. 

Specifically, this legislation: requires the offi-
cer or employee to complete a pepper spray 
training course before being issued the spray, 
and annually thereafter; and establishes pe-
rimeters for using the spray—it may only be 
used to reduce acts of violence committed by 
prisoners against themselves or others. 

In doing so, S. 238 makes it clear that pep-
per spray may not be used to punish or co-
erce inmates, or in an excessive and inappro-
priate fashion. 

The need to provide permanent protective 
equipment cannot be overstated. 

Mass incarceration has led to dangerously 
overcrowded federal prisons. 

Such conditions can frequently lead, or at 
least contribute to, unnecessary violence. 

High and medium security level facilities 
make up 42 percent of the total BOP popu-
lation. 

In FY2013 these facilities were operating 52 
percent and 45 percent over capacity, respec-
tively. 

Officers in these facilities must be equipped 
to protect themselves and others. 

In 2010, there were almost 1,700 assaults 
on BOP staff—about 49 per 5,000 inmates. 

BOP requires officers on regular duty to 
carry a radio, body alarm, and keys. 

Outside the pilot program and aside from 
emergency situations and special teams, offi-
cers do not carry pepper spray or batons. 

Officers must rely on communication skills 
and training to de-escalate confrontations. 

These are critically important skills and we 
know that our well-trained federal correctional 
officers are generally able to use these skills 
to avoid violence. 

In some instances, however, these skills 
may not be enough and, when they are not, 
these officers must not be defenseless. 

The issuance of pepper spray, alongside 
proper training, will go a long way to assisting 
these officers when all else fails. 

We ask a lot of federal correctional officers. 
We support these officers with training and 

skills, but that is not always enough. 
When faced with acts of violence against 

themselves and others, they must be well-po-
sitioned to cut that violence short. 

It is therefore vital that we pass S. 238 now. 
Accordingly, I urge my colleagues to join 

me; the National Association of Police Organi-
zations; Federal Law Enforcement Officers As-
sociation; American Federation of Government 
Employees, and Council of Prison Locals; in 
supporting the Eric Williams Correctional Offi-
cer Protection Act of 2015. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. MARINO), a member 
of the Judiciary Committee and a sub-
committee chairman who has been an 
advocate on this issue and whose dis-
trict was directly impacted by the 
murder of Eric Williams. 

Mr. MARINO. I thank Chairman 
GOODLATTE for bringing this legislation 
to the floor, and I thank Mr. CONYERS 
for supporting this as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the Eric Williams Correctional Offi-
cer Protection Act. 

I was not fortunate enough to know 
Eric Williams while he lived, but, as I 
have met and worked with his parents, 
his coworkers and friends, I have come 
to grasp the depth of his loss to them 
all. 

As the chairman stated before me, on 
the night he was brutally murdered, 
Eric was alone and outnumbered, over 
100 to 1, in a high-security Federal pen-
itentiary. 

USP Canaan, where Eric was mur-
dered, is one of three such high-secu-
rity institutions in my congressional 
district. And I might add that Con-
gressman GOODLATTE and I toured the 
facilities at Lewisburg and at 
Allenwood several months ago and saw 
firsthand what takes place there. In 
each of them, corrections officers and 
other prison staff are constantly out-
numbered while they work among the 
most violent criminals in the Federal 
prison system. 

Until the BOP implemented its OC 
spray pilot program, each of these cor-
rectional officers was also completely 
unarmed. Inmates, on the other hand, 
constantly find ingenious ways to fab-
ricate weapons for use against BOP em-
ployees and other inmates. 

But, as I have visited and met with 
corrections officers at USP Canaan, 
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FCC Allenwood, and USP Lewisburg, I 
have heard firsthand accounts why OC 
spray is a necessary tool for their job. 
It is a sign of why this proven pilot 
program must be permanently author-
ized. 

I want to thank Chairman GOOD-
LATTE for his support and assistance on 
this critical piece of legislation, and 
my colleagues sitting with me here 
today and on the other side of the 
aisle. Over many months now, he and 
the staff have worked with mine to en-
sure that we bring this to the floor. 

I also want to thank my colleague 
from Pennsylvania, Senator TOOMEY, 
for his efforts to push the bill through 
the Senate. 

While straightforward and short, the 
bill means life and/or death for correc-
tions officers and BOP employees 
across the Nation. The loss of Eric Wil-
liams and two other Federal correc-
tions officers in recent years is tragic 
and absolutely preventable. 

Tomorrow, February 25, marks 3 
years since Eric’s death. To honor his 
service and his memory, I urge my col-
leagues to do right for those who pro-
tect us and support this bill. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA). 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of the Eric Williams Correc-
tional Officer Protection Act. 

First, let me explain the title of the 
bill. 

Eric Williams was a constituent of 
mine from Nanticoke, a senior correc-
tional officer at the U.S. Prison at 
Canaan in Waymart, Pennsylvania, 
which is just outside of my district. On 
February 25, 2013, that is 3 years ago 
tomorrow, Eric Williams was working 
in the prison when he was suddenly at-
tacked by an inmate. The inmate 
knocked Officer Williams down a flight 
of steps. He then stabbed him more 
than 200 times with a homemade 
shank. That inmate is now charged 
with first degree murder, first degree 
murder of a United States corrections 
officer, and possessing contraband in 
prison. Prosecutors are seeking the 
death penalty. 

Needless to say, at the time of the at-
tack, Officer Williams was unarmed. 
Now, it makes sense that officers don’t 
carry firearms into areas where in-
mates could gain access to them, but 
this bill tells the Bureau of Prisons to 
supply pepper spray to prison officers 
or other employees who could be in-
volved in emergency situations with 
inmates. 

If Officer Williams had been equipped 
with pepper spray 3 years ago, he 
might have been able to defend himself 
against that cowardly, ambush-style 
attack, and perhaps he would be alive 
today. This will give correctional offi-
cers that fighting chance that Officer 
Williams did not have. 

I have had the privilege of meeting 
with Eric Williams’ parents, Don and 

Jean. They are now part of an organi-
zation called Voices of JOE. The letters 
of J-O-E stand for Jose Rivera, Osvaldo 
Albarati, and Eric Williams. They were 
killed because of their jobs in the cor-
rectional system. 

For them, Mr. Speaker, and all of our 
correctional officers who risk their 
lives every day, I urge support of the 
bill. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. MCKINLEY), who is 
the chief sponsor of the House version 
of this bill. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of S. 238, the Eric Williams 
Correctional Officer Protection Act, 
and urge its immediate adoption. 

Two years ago, our office met with 
the family of Eric Williams. We heard 
the tragic story of how he was brutally 
murdered in the line of duty at the 
penitentiary at Canaan. 

In coordination with Senator 
TOOMEY’s office, we then introduced 
the bill, in concert with Congressmen 
BARLETTA and MARINO, the companion 
bill in the House. We reintroduced it 
again this past year and are thrilled 
that the Toomey bill has passed the 
Senate and has come before the House 
today. This bill will permanently au-
thorize Federal correction officers to 
routinely carry pepper spray in me-
dium-, high-, and maximum-security 
prisons. 

Think about what we heard a minute 
ago. At the time of his death, Officer 
Williams was only equipped with a 
radio, a set of keys, and some hand-
cuffs. 

Any worker should feel safe and se-
cure when they go to work, but that is 
not the case in our Federal correc-
tional institutions. These men and 
women have no line of defense against 
conflicts within the prison walls. This 
bill will go far in providing Federal 
correctional workers a much-needed 
tool so that they may defend them-
selves and others if attacked by violent 
prison inmates. 

I thank the Judiciary Committee and 
leadership for their quick action in 
bringing this issue to the floor, and I 
urge all my colleagues to honor the 
memory of Officer Eric Williams by 
voting ‘‘yes’’ and sending this bill to 
the President’s desk. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further speakers, and I reserve 
the balance of my time to close. 

b 1245 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Mr. Speaker, let me state the obvi-
ous. All of us are appalled and saddened 
by the loss of this correctional officer. 
We express again our sadness and sym-
pathy to his family although 3 years 
later. Eric Williams did not deserve to 
die. 

Our Federal prisons across America 
are dangerously overcrowded. Such 
conditions can frequently lead or at 
least contribute to unnecessary vio-
lence. High- and medium-level security 
facilities make up 42 percent of the 
total Bureau of Prisons population. 

In FY 2013, these facilities were oper-
ating 52 percent and 45 percent over ca-
pacity, respectively. Officers in these 
facilities must be equipped to protect 
themselves. 

In 2010, there were almost 1,700 as-
saults on BOP staff and about 49 per 
5,000 inmates. BOP requires officers of 
regular duty to carry a radio, body 
alarm, and keys. 

Outside the pilot program and aside 
from the emergency situation and spe-
cial teams, officers do not carry pepper 
spray all the time. Officers must rely 
on communication skills and training 
to deescalate confrontations. Some-
times that is not enough. These are im-
portant skills. 

We know that well-trained Federal 
correctional officers are generally able 
to use these skills to avoid violence, 
but not all the time. We must not have 
one single time where we have an offi-
cer at the risk of losing their life and 
they have no protection. 

In some instances, however, these 
skills may not be enough. When they 
are not, these officers must not be de-
fenseless. Issuance of pepper spray 
alongside proper training will go a long 
way to assist these officers. 

We ask a lot of Federal correctional 
officers. In the comments made about 
Mr. Williams, he was engaged in coun-
seling and rehabilitation discussions. 

We support these officers with train-
ing and skills. We do expect for them 
to interact. When faced with acts of vi-
olence against themselves and others, 
they must be well positioned to cut 
that violence short. 

So I ask my colleges to join in pass-
ing S. 238. I thank the author of the bill 
who persisted in introducing it on 
many occasions, my colleagues on the 
Judiciary Committee, including Mr. 
MARINO, and others, our chairman and 
ranking member. 

I urge my colleagues to join me, the 
National Association of Police Organi-
zations, the Federal Law Enforcement 
Officers Association, the American 
Federation of Government Employees, 
and the Council of Prison Locals in 
supporting the Eric Williams Correc-
tional Officer Protection Act of 2015. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume to close. 

Very simply, a few weeks ago I had 
the opportunity to meet Mr. and Mrs. 
Williams, Eric’s parents. They came to 
the House Judiciary Committee on the 
day that we marked up our prison re-
form legislation and included matters 
related to protecting the security offi-
cers in that legislation. 

They came after Eric had been bru-
tally murdered. So they knew that 
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nothing they did there that day would 
save him, that he had already been 
lost. But they came for one important 
reason. They don’t want to see that 
happen to any other Federal prison se-
curity guards anywhere anytime. They 
strongly support this legislation. 

I ask my colleagues to pass this leg-
islation in Eric Williams’ name and out 
of respect for the concern his parents 
have that officers who serve their 
country in our Federal prisons are kept 
safe. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, S. 238. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 3624, FRAUDULENT JOIN-
DER PREVENTION ACT OF 2016 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on 
Rules, I call up House Resolution 618 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 618 

Resolved, That at any time after adoption 
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3624) to amend 
title 28, United States Code, to prevent 
fraudulent joinder. The first reading of the 
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
waived. General debate shall be confined to 
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on the Judiciary. After general debate the 
bill shall be considered for amendment under 
the five-minute rule. It shall be in order to 
consider as an original bill for the purpose of 
amendment under the five-minute rule the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on the Judici-
ary now printed in the bill. The committee 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against the committee amendment in 
the nature of a substitute are waived. No 
amendment to the committee amendment in 
the nature of a substitute shall be in order 
except those printed in the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. Each such amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member designated 
in the report, shall be considered as read, 
shall be debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be 
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question 
in the House or in the Committee of the 
Whole. All points of order against such 

amendments are waived. At the conclusion 
of consideration of the bill for amendment 
the Committee shall rise and report the bill 
to the House with such amendments as may 
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any 
amendment adopted in the Committee of the 
Whole to the bill or to the committee 
amendment in the nature of a substitute. 
The previous question shall be considered as 
ordered on the bill and amendments thereto 
to final passage without intervening motion 
except one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, for the purpose of debate only, I 
yield the customary 30 minutes to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution all 
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on House 
Resolution 618, currently under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I am pleased to bring forward this 
rule on behalf of the Rules Committee. 

It is a structured rule that provides 1 
hour of general debate equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee for H.R. 3624, the Fraudulent 
Joinder Prevention Act of 2016. 

In addition to consideration of H.R. 
3624, the House will also debate and 
vote on two amendments on the House 
floor. 

Yesterday the Rules Committee re-
ceived testimony from the sponsor of 
the bill and a minority representative 
of the Judiciary Committee. Sub-
committee hearings were held on this 
legislation, and it was marked up and 
reported by the Judiciary Committee. 
This bill went through regular order 
and enjoyed meaningful discussion at 
the subcommittee and full committee 
level. 

H.R. 3624 is strongly supported by the 
National Federation of Independent 
Business and the Chamber of Com-
merce because of the significance of 
this issue to small businesses in north-
east Georgia and across the Nation. 

This legislation will protect innocent 
local parties, often small 
businessowners, from being dragged 
into expensive lawsuits. It achieves 
this goal in two specific ways. 

First, the bill empowers judges to ex-
ercise greater discretion to free an in-
nocent local party from a case where 
the judge finds there is no plausible 
case against that party. 

It applies the same plausibility 
standard that the Supreme Court has 

said should be used to dismiss plead-
ings for failing to state a valid legal 
claim, and we believe the same stand-
ard should apply to release innocent 
parties from lawsuits. 

Second, the bill allows judges to look 
at evidence that the trial lawyers 
aren’t acting in good faith in adding 
local defendants. This is a standard 
some lower courts already use to deter-
mine whether a trial lawyer really in-
tends to pursue claims against the 
local defendant or is just using them as 
part of their forum shopping strategy. 

It is important to emphasize that 
Congress has the authority to regulate 
the jurisdiction of the lower Federal 
courts. The present standard has been 
described as poorly defined and subject 
to inconsistent interpretation and ap-
plication and the consequences signifi-
cant and real. 

H.R. 3624 is consistent with the views 
of our Founding Fathers and the prin-
ciples of federalism enshrined in the 
Judiciary Act of 1789. 

I would like to thank Chairman 
GOODLATTE, Congressman BUCK, and 
their staff for their work in bringing 
forth this important litigation reform. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. COLLINS) for yielding me the cus-
tomary 30 minutes. 

I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong opposition to this rule and in 
strong opposition to the underlying 
legislation. In short, this is a lousy 
bill. 

At the end of last year, Republicans 
and Democrats came together to pass 
four major pieces of legislation that 
were sent to President Obama’s desk 
and enacted into law. 

We passed a bipartisan budget agree-
ment, a multiyear tax package, a high-
way bill, and legislation to reauthorize 
the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act that had all been stalled for 
years. 

That is how Congress is supposed to 
work, Mr. Speaker. Quite frankly, I 
thought at the end of last year that 
maybe these successes would be con-
tagious and that it would become the 
norm to actually work together in a bi-
partisan way and to pass meaningful 
legislation that would actually become 
law. 

But this Republican leadership, I am 
sad to say, has returned from the holi-
day break with more of the same tired 
ideas and partisan legislation that is 
going nowhere. We are wasting time 
with this legislation today, which is 
going nowhere. We are wasting tax-
payer dollars spending our time dealing 
with legislation that is going nowhere. 

Instead of considering legislation to 
create jobs, boost our economy, or lift 
struggling Americans out of poverty, 
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this Republican leadership is once 
again bringing to the floor a com-
pletely unnecessary bill that puts the 
interests of large corporations ahead of 
the rights of the American people to 
pursue justice through our court sys-
tem. 

It is not even the first time this week 
Republicans have played politics with 
our judicial system. Just yesterday 
Senate Majority Leader MITCH MCCON-
NELL and Republicans on the Senate 
Judiciary Committee confirmed that 
Senate Republicans will not hold hear-
ings or any votes on any nominee by 
President Obama to fill the current va-
cancy on the U.S. Supreme Court, leav-
ing a vacancy on our highest court for 
at least a year or more. 

Mr. Speaker, for the life of me, I 
can’t understand why my Republican 
friends have spent so much time during 
the last 7 years doing everything they 
can to try to obstruct this President’s 
agenda and every idea that this Presi-
dent has had. 

The contempt that Republicans have 
demonstrated for this President from 
day one, when the Senate majority 
leader made clear that they wanted to 
make President Obama a one-term 
President and that the Republicans 
were going to do everything they could 
to stop every piece of legislation that 
he proposed because they wanted him 
to have no success stories, I think il-
lustrates why this place has become 
the Congress of dysfunction. 

We need to do better. We need to un-
derstand that, in Washington, D.C., our 
job is to try to get things done, not 
simply put roadblocks in the way. 

Interfering with our judicial system 
to score political points sets a dan-
gerous precedent, and the underlying 
bill that we are set to consider later 
today is just one more attempt to un-
balance the scales of justice. 

H.R. 3624, the so-called Fraudulent 
Joinder Prevention Act, works to cre-
ate a wild west environment for big 
corporations by making it harder for 
ordinary citizens to hold them ac-
countable for their actions. It is simply 
another Republican handout to big 
business. 

H.R. 3624 is an attempt to create a so-
lution to a problem that doesn’t exist. 
The issue of determining if a local 
party has improperly joined a case is 
already dealt with in our judicial sys-
tem. There is no real evidence that the 
current system is failing to address 
any fraudulent joinders. 

This bill creates redtape and bu-
reaucracy, something I am constantly 
hearing my Republican friends com-
plain about, all to make our courts 
friendlier to big business. 

H.R. 3624 looks to move judicial cases 
that are supposed to be handled in 
State courts up to the Federal system, 
where trials take longer and are more 
expensive. 

This makes it significantly harder 
for an individual who has been injured 
by a corporation to take them to court 
and to be able to receive the compensa-

tion that they may be entitled to, that 
they deserve. 

The costs are even higher for those 
seeking justice when you consider that 
this change would force many individ-
uals to travel long distances. 

This is unjust and unfair. Maybe it 
pleases a certain group of contributors, 
but it is certainly not in the interests 
of the average American citizen. 

Clogging up our Federal court system 
with unnecessary cases that should be 
handled in State courts is simply not 
in the best interest of the American 
people. Congress should not be taking 
away the power of the courts to deter-
mine where a case should be heard. 

Mr. Speaker, Americans would be 
outraged to learn that we are even con-
sidering a bill that would tilt the 
scales even more in the direction of big 
corporations. 

This is the people’s House. We are 
supposed to be on the side of the peo-
ple, not on the side of big corporations. 

So I urge my colleagues to reject this 
rule, to reject this underlying bill, and 
to get on the side of the American peo-
ple. If we want to do something con-
structive, maybe what we ought to do 
is pass a bill that allows the American 
people to sue the Congress for mal-
practice because that is what this is 
about. 

This really is malpractice, that we 
are wasting our time on a bill that es-
sentially is a giveaway to big corpora-
tions and we are not doing the business 
that the people sent us here to do. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
oppose this rule. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1300 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
going to urge that we defeat the pre-
vious question. If we do defeat the pre-
vious question, I am going to offer an 
amendment to the rule to bring up a 
resolution that would require the Re-
publican majority to stop its partisan 
games and finally hold hearings on the 
President’s budget proposal. 

I don’t know why this is so con-
troversial. We ought to have a hearing, 
and we ought to talk about various 
ideas on how to deal with our budget. 
The President of the United States is 
entitled to have a hearing up here in 
the House of Representatives. 

I urge my colleagues again not to fol-
low suit of the Senate, which is, again, 
blocking any hearings on a new Su-
preme Court nominee. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of the amend-
ment in the RECORD, along with extra-
neous material, immediately prior to 
the vote on the previous question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

3 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) 
to discuss this proposal. 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleague for yielding time. 

This is my eighth year in service on 
the House Budget Committee. For the 
last 7 years, every year, the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget 
has come to the House Budget Com-
mittee and has presented the budget of 
the President of the United States—the 
President of the United States, who 
has been duly elected by the people of 
this country for two terms. 

Now the House Budget Committee 
decides that it wants to break 40 years 
of tradition and not allow the adminis-
tration to present the President’s 
budget to not just the committee, but 
also to the country. This isn’t just un-
precedented, this is disrespectful to the 
members of the committee and the 
Members of this House. It is certainly 
disrespectful to our President and the 
office of the Presidency. And above all, 
it is disrespectful to the American peo-
ple who expect their elected leaders to 
at least review the budget of the Presi-
dent they elected. 

As I have said before, the American 
people have elected President Obama 
twice. They did it for a reason. One of 
the reasons was that we were facing 
one of the greatest financial crises in 
the history of this country. The record 
since President Obama has taken office 
is pretty good. During his time in of-
fice, he has overseen one of the most 
monumental recoveries in our Nation’s 
history. 

Consider some of the things that 
have happened over the past two terms 
of the Obama administration. Over the 
last 6 years, 14 million new jobs have 
been created; unemployment is now 
down to 5 percent; our budget deficit is 
at the smallest it has been in 8 years, 
down $1 trillion from the year Presi-
dent Obama took office; corporate prof-
its are up more than 165 percent; the 
Dow Jones average has doubled; the 
S&P 500 has more than doubled, up 140 
percent; the NASDAQ has tripled, ris-
ing 222 percent; more than 16 million 
Americans now have health coverage 
who previously didn’t; and new busi-
ness formations are running at their 
highest rate in 17 years. 

With that record of economic leader-
ship, you would think that not just the 
American people, but certainly the 
House Budget Committee members 
would want to hear what this President 
has to say about his vision for the 
economy going forward and for the 
budget of this government. But no, 
once again, for the first time in 40 
years, we don’t have time or, appar-
ently, the interest to listen to what the 
President has to say. 

I shouldn’t say ‘‘we.’’ This is the Re-
publicans on the Budget Committee. 

Budgets are the way we prioritize our 
values and our preferences for future 
action. I know why the Republicans 
don’t want to hear the President’s 
budget, because they don’t want the 
American people to compare what the 
President would like to do with what 
their own budget will do. Now, we don’t 
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know exactly what that Republican 
budget is going to look like this year, 
but we do know that the Republican 
budget is going to resemble the Paul 
Ryan budget of 2012 and 2011. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. I yield the gen-
tleman from Kentucky an additional 1 
minute. 

Mr. YARMUTH. That budget was so 
distasteful to the American people that 
his running mate in 2012, Mr. Romney, 
was forced to disavow it. We can make 
our own judgments, but we can’t make 
our own judgments if we can’t see and 
we don’t let the American people see 
the administration discuss their prior-
ities versus the Republican priorities. 

This really is an insult, once again, 
to the American people that Repub-
licans are too scared of the contrast 
that will be presented to even allow the 
President’s budget, the constitu-
tionally elected President of the 
United States, to have his budget dis-
cussed in front of the American people. 
It is shameful. 

I urge my colleagues to reject the 
previous question. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I continue to reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I include in the RECORD an editorial 
that appeared in the New York Times, 
entitled, ‘‘Republican Budget Tan-
trum.’’ The editorial concludes with 
this paragraph saying: 

‘‘The President’s budget request is a 
detailed and worthy entry in the con-
test of ideas. Its aim is to move the Na-
tion forward. If Republicans had com-
pelling ideas and a similar commit-
ment to progress, they would engage 
with the proposals in the budget. But 
they don’t. So they won’t.’’ 

[From the New York Times, Feb. 9, 2016] 
REPUBLICAN BUDGET TANTRUM 

(By The Editorial Board) 
By law, dating back to 1921, the president 

of the United States must submit an annual 
budget request to Congress. On Tuesday, 
President Obama submitted his eighth and 
final budget. And like all presidential budg-
ets, it is a statement of values and priorities, 
a blueprint for turning ideas into policies, a 
map of where the president wants to lead the 
country. 

This week, even before the president’s 
budget was released, the Republican chair-
men of the budget committees announced 
they would not even hold hearings with the 
White House budget director to discuss the 
proposal. 

Their decision is more than a break with 
tradition. It is a new low in Republican ef-
forts to show disdain for Mr. Obama, which 
disrespects the presidency and, in the proc-
ess, suffocates debate and impairs governing. 

Mr. Obama’s budget proposes to spend $4 
trillion in the 2017 fiscal year (slightly more 
than for 2016). That total would cover recur-
ring expenses, including Medicare and Social 
Security, as well as new initiatives to fight 
terrorism, poverty and climate change, while 
fostering health, education and environ-
mental protection. If Republicans find those 
efforts objectionable—as their refusal to 
even discuss them indicates—they owe it to 

their constituents and other Americans to 
say why. 

Would they prefer to renege on Social Se-
curity benefits? Do they think $11 billion to 
fight ISIS, as the budget proposes, is too 
much? Is $4.3 billion to deter Russian aggres-
sion against NATO allies a bad idea? Does $19 
billion for cybersecurity to protect govern-
ment records, critical infrastructure and 
user privacy seem frivolous? And is $1.2 bil-
lion to help states pay for safe drinking 
water or $292 million to send more pre-
schoolers to Head Start really unaffordable? 

Republicans have objected that the presi-
dent’s budget does not do enough to tackle 
the nation’s borrowing. But according to the 
White House’s estimate, the proposal would 
reduce deficits by $2.9 trillion over the next 
10 years. That would be sufficient to hold 
deficits below 3 percent of the economy, a 
level that is widely considered manageable 
and even desirable, because a wealthy and 
growing nation can afford to borrow for 
projects that would be financially burden-
some if paid for all at once. 

If Republicans have a plan to pay for the 
necessary work of government while elimi-
nating deficits entirely, they should present 
it. 

The problem is that Republicans do not 
have viable alternatives. The budget pro-
poses a $10-a-barrel tax on crude oil to help 
pay for $320 billion in new spending over 10 
years on clean-energy transportation 
projects. Congressional Republicans, unable 
to break free of their no-new-taxes-ever 
stance, have derided the oil tax. But what is 
their plan to pay for projects to modernize 
transportation and promote green tech-
nology in the absence of a new tax? 

The budget would also raise $272 billion 
over the next decade by closing tax loopholes 
that let high-income owners of limited-li-
ability companies and other so-called pass- 
through businesses avoid investment taxes 
that apply to all other investors. Most of the 
money would be used to strengthen Medi-
care’s finances. What is the Republican plan 
to strengthen Medicare? 

The president’s budget request is a detailed 
and worthy entry in the contest of ideas. Its 
aim is to move the nation forward. If Repub-
licans had compelling ideas and a similar 
commitment to progress, they would engage 
with the proposals in the budget. But they 
don’t. So they won’t. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would just say that we are reading in 
the press that the chairman of the 
Budget Committee, the Republican 
chairman of the Budget Committee, is 
now punting on the Republican budget 
because apparently there is not enough 
red meat in there to satisfy the Tea 
Party—or the Freedom Caucus or 
whatever they call themselves this par-
ticular week—which is very, very dis-
turbing. But I think it is important 
that the Republicans do their job, just 
like the President did his job. And 
while you are waiting to do your job, I 
think you should maybe have a hearing 
on the President’s budget so that 
maybe some of these ideas, my friends 
might be able to react to and maybe 
even find some agreement. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAS-
CRELL). 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, the re-
fusal of my friends on the other side of 
the aisle to hold a hearing on the 
President’s budget is an unprecedented 
show of disrespect. The lack of respect 

I have seen for this President is abomi-
nable, it is disgraceful, and it does not 
represent the American character. 

Chairman PRICE of the Budget Com-
mittee, Mr. Speaker, recently re-
marked he wanted to ‘‘save the Presi-
dent the embarrassment’’ of having his 
Budget Director come testify before 
the Congress. 

Save him the embarrassment? He 
should be embarrassed. 

This is the first time, Mr. Speaker, 
since 1975 that the Budget Committee 
has not given the basic courtesy of re-
viewing the President’s budget, regard-
less of politics, regardless of whether 
we had a Democratic President or a Re-
publican President, or regardless of 
whether we had a Democratic Congress 
or we had a Republican Congress—since 
1975. 

This crass display of partisanship di-
minishes the ability of Congress to do 
its job. It certainly doesn’t help us in 
reaching across the aisle, or maybe I 
am missing something. Had the com-
mittee held a hearing on the Presi-
dent’s budget, you would know that it 
creates opportunity for all, not just 
those at the top. It invests in growing 
the economy and ensuring the United 
States is competitive in the 21st cen-
tury. 

Look, we set the parameters in De-
cember, just a few months ago, and 
now what you want to do politically is 
tell us you can’t live within those pa-
rameters. That is what you are telling 
the American people. We agreed to 
that. We voted on it. 

Now the majority has punted—to use 
the term—its responsibility and post-
poned releasing a budget as it tries to 
cater to the extreme rightwing of its 
party. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. I yield the gen-
tleman from New Jersey an additional 
1 minute. 

Mr. PASCRELL. By the way, we were 
going to be marking up that budget 
this week; am I correct? I will stand 
corrected, Mr. Speaker, if I am wrong. 
We were supposed to be marking up 
that budget. Now, we have to ask: Why 
aren’t we marking up that budget? 

We call on you to use this extra time 
during this delay to do your job and 
hold a hearing on the President’s budg-
et. It is the right thing to do. It is the 
moral thing to do. 

Gee, what does that mean? I asked 
you if you want to work in a bipartisan 
way. This would be a demonstration of 
how to do that. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind Members to direct 
their remarks to the Chair. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I continue to reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the remainder of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, let me close by saying 
again to my colleagues that they 
should defeat this rule, which is a re-
strictive rule. They should vote against 
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the previous question so we can actu-
ally bring forward the resolution that 
would allow for there to be a hearing 
on the President’s budget proposal, and 
we should defeat the underlying bill. 

We should defeat the underlying bill 
because it is a giveaway to big corpora-
tions and big special interests. It is a 
bill that seems like it was written in 
the Republican congressional campaign 
committee to make big contributors 
happy. It does nothing to protect the 
well-being and the interests of average 
Americans, of small businesses, and of 
people who do not have a lot of wealth. 

For those reasons, we ought to reject 
the underlying bill, we ought to have a 
debate on the President’s budget pro-
posal, and we ought to have a debate 
on whatever the Republicans come up 
with on their budget proposal. 

Speaker RYAN said that this would be 
the year of ideas, but it seems that any 
idea that isn’t the idea of a small group 
of very, very rightwing Republicans is 
not welcome to be talked about, never 
mind deliberated on, in this Congress. 
We need to listen to all ideas, and that 
includes what the President has pro-
posed. 

By the way, this is a President who, 
notwithstanding all of the attempts by 
my Republican friends to try to frus-
trate all of his legislative efforts, has a 
record of accomplishment nonetheless, 
and one that I think we Democrats are 
very, very proud of. 

But the fact of the matter is he is the 
President. He was elected not once, but 
he was elected twice. The American 
people elected him twice. He is our 
President for another year, whether 
my friends like it other not. He ought 
to be given the respect—and not just 
him, but the Presidency ought to be 
given the respect—to not play these 
kinds of political games when it comes 
to the budget. 

I hope that the previous question will 
be defeated so that we can bring this 
amendment to the floor for a vote. 

Again, I urge my colleagues, we have 
a lot to do. Let’s stop bringing press re-
leases to the floor for votes, and let’s 
start doing business that will actually 
help the American people. This has be-
come a place where trivial issues get 
debated passionately but important 
ones not at all. We need to change 
that. There is a reason why Congress is 
so low in the public opinion polls. What 
is happening today is an example of 
that. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the remainder of my 
time. 

It has been interesting. Again, I want 
to just remind everyone, Mr. Speaker, 
that this is a rule debate about a bill 
that is coming forward to discuss a 
fraudulent joinder, which is something 
that impacts our communities and im-
pacts our legal system. Just as a re-
minder, I am going to ask that you 
vote for the rule and for the underlying 
bill, H.R. 3624, which will have plenty 
of debate forthcoming. 

It has been an interesting thing in 
the last few minutes to discuss with 
my colleagues across the aisle and talk 
about real ideas and press releases. 
Well, it is interesting. It has always 
been the prerogative of Congress and 
committee chairmen to invite whom 
they want and how they run their com-
mittees, and that is continuing in that 
tradition. 

I think it is interesting that at the 
time it was announced, no hearing on 
the President’s budget was needed; we 
had no reason to believe the Presi-
dent’s budget would balance or show 
any real interest in doing the fiscal 
challenge. 

If you want to talk about press re-
leases, go look at what was handed out 
just a few weeks ago. In the President’s 
budget, it had a great picture of a 
mountain on the front. It was great 
symbolism because it basically just 
symbolized that this is a budget of 
debt; it is a mountain of debt; it has no 
hope, no promise—never will—to bal-
ance our budget. 

Do you want to talk about real ideas? 
It reminds me of when I was going back 
and I was raising my children when 
they were smaller, and I would say it is 
time to eat and they would say: Daddy, 
we want candy. Daddy, we want this. 

I would say: You have to eat real 
food. 

Real ideas mean that in this country 
we take them seriously. 

b 1315 

It means a budget that can actually 
balance. 

When you have military leaders, 
business leaders, and community lead-
ers saying that the greatest threat to 
America right now is our debt and def-
icit situation, and, yet, the President, 
in his own press release—if you would, 
a large budget—says that we are never 
going to balance, that we don’t hope to 
balance, I do not understand the dis-
connect from the kitchen table to the 
White House’s kitchen table. Undoubt-
edly, there is a disconnect, because you 
put forth an idea that is not serious, 
and you are not putting forth an idea 
that balances. It is the compelling idea 
that makes us move forward. 

The budget debate that Congress is 
having right now is one that the Amer-
ican people are demanding. It is about 
how we advance a budget that balances 
and that addresses fiscal challenges so 
we can have a strong national defense, 
a healthy economy, and healthy retire-
ments and security for seniors and 
families. The President’s ‘‘status quo’’ 
budget doesn’t do that. In fact, it 
doesn’t do anything with regard to 
what we have talked about. 

Mr. Speaker, I was back in my dis-
trict last week, as many of us were. 
One of the many things we are hearing 
in this election season is the reality 
that there is a disconnect between 
Main Street and inside this beltway. As 
long as there are ideas down a certain 
avenue called Pennsylvania that say 
we want to put a budget up that has no 

hope of helping this country out of the 
situation it is in, then we are not deal-
ing in reality, then we are not dealing 
in real ideas. We are simply dealing in 
the fantasy that, one day, it will all 
just be better. 

Mr. Speaker, I remind our Democrat 
friends who are adamant about bring-
ing the President’s budget into the mix 
that they are welcome to offer it up 
when a vote comes; but the last time 
the President’s budget hit the floor, it 
got all of two votes. 

The material previously referred to 
by Mr. MCGOVERN is as follows: 

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 618 OFFERED BY 
MR. MCGOVERN 

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing new sections: 

SEC. 2. Immediately upon the adoption of 
this resolution it shall be in order without 
intervention of any point of order to con-
sider in the House the resolution (H. Res. 624) 
Directing the Committee on the Budget to 
hold a public hearing on the President’s fis-
cal year 2017 budget request with the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget 
as a witness. The resolution shall be consid-
ered as read. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the resolution and 
preamble to adoption without intervening 
motion or demand for division of the ques-
tion except one hour of debate equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
the Budget. 

SEC. 3. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX shall not 
apply to the consideration of the resolution 
specified in section 2 of this resolution. 
THE VOTE ON THE PREVIOUS QUESTION: WHAT 

IT REALLY MEANS 
This vote, the vote on whether to order the 

previous question on a special rule, is not 
merely a procedural vote. A vote against or-
dering the previous question is a vote 
against the Republican majority agenda and 
a vote to allow the Democratic minority to 
offer an alternative plan. It is a vote about 
what the House should be debating. 

Mr. Clarence Cannon’s Precedents of the 
House of Representatives (VI, 308–311), de-
scribes the vote on the previous question on 
the rule as ‘‘a motion to direct or control the 
consideration of the subject before the House 
being made by the Member in charge.’’ To 
defeat the previous question is to give the 
opposition a chance to decide the subject be-
fore the House. Cannon cites the Speaker’s 
ruling of January 13, 1920, to the effect that 
‘‘the refusal of the House to sustain the de-
mand for the previous question passes the 
control of the resolution to the opposition’’ 
in order to offer an amendment. On March 
15, 1909, a member of the majority party of-
fered a rule resolution. The House defeated 
the previous question and a member of the 
opposition rose to a parliamentary inquiry, 
asking who was entitled to recognition. 
Speaker Joseph G. Cannon (R–Illinois) said: 
‘‘The previous question having been refused, 
the gentleman from New York, Mr. Fitz-
gerald, who had asked the gentleman to 
yield to him for an amendment, is entitled to 
the first recognition.’’ 

The Republican majority may say ‘‘the 
vote on the previous question is simply a 
vote on whether to proceed to an immediate 
vote on adopting the resolution . . . [and] 
has no substantive legislative or policy im-
plications whatsoever.’’ But that is not what 
they have always said. Listen to the Repub-
lican Leadership Manual on the Legislative 
Process in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, (6th edition, page 135). Here’s 
how the Republicans describe the previous 
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question vote in their own manual: ‘‘Al-
though it is generally not possible to amend 
the rule because the majority Member con-
trolling the time will not yield for the pur-
pose of offering an amendment, the same re-
sult may be achieved by voting down the pre-
vious question on the rule. . . . When the 
motion for the previous question is defeated, 
control of the time passes to the Member 
who led the opposition to ordering the pre-
vious question. That Member, because he 
then controls the time, may offer an amend-
ment to the rule, or yield for the purpose of 
amendment.’’ 

In Deschler’s Procedure in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, the subchapter titled 
‘‘Amending Special Rules’’ states: ‘‘a refusal 
to order the previous question on such a rule 
[a special rule reported from the Committee 
on Rules] opens the resolution to amend-
ment and further debate.’’ (Chapter 21, sec-
tion 21.2) Section 21.3 continues: ‘‘Upon re-
jection of the motion for the previous ques-
tion on a resolution reported from the Com-
mittee on Rules, control shifts to the Mem-
ber leading the opposition to the previous 
question, who may offer a proper amendment 
or motion and who controls the time for de-
bate thereon.’’ 

Clearly, the vote on the previous question 
on a rule does have substantive policy impli-
cations. It is one of the only available tools 
for those who oppose the Republican major-
ity’s agenda and allows those with alter-
native views the opportunity to offer an al-
ternative plan. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time, 
and I move the previous question on 
the resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 9 of rule XX, the Chair 
will reduce to 5 minutes the minimum 
time for any electronic vote on the 
question of adoption. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 237, nays 
180, not voting 16, as follows: 

[Roll No. 85] 

YEAS—237 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Babin 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Benishek 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Bost 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 

Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Clawson (FL) 
Coffman 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Costello (PA) 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davis, Rodney 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dold 
Donovan 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 

Ellmers (NC) 
Emmer (MN) 
Farenthold 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guinta 
Guthrie 

Hanna 
Hardy 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Heck (NV) 
Hensarling 
Hice, Jody B. 
Hill 
Holding 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd (TX) 
Hurt (VA) 
Issa 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce 
Katko 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kline 
Knight 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Latta 
LoBiondo 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lummis 
MacArthur 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
McCarthy 
McCaul 

McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Messer 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Neugebauer 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Perry 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price, Tom 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rigell 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Royce 
Russell 

Salmon 
Sanford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stutzman 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Trott 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Young (IN) 
Zeldin 
Zinke 

NAYS—180 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Ashford 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Bonamici 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Courtney 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeFazio 
DeGette 

Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duckworth 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farr 
Fattah 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Graham 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Heck (WA) 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Israel 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kennedy 
Kildee 

Kilmer 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Kuster 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lynch 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Moore 
Moulton 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Neal 
Nolan 
Norcross 
O’Rourke 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 

Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rangel 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sarbanes 

Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schrader 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Sherman 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takai 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tonko 

Torres 
Tsongas 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—16 

Blumenauer 
Buck 
Cook 
Green, Gene 
Hastings 
Herrera Beutler 

Huizenga (MI) 
Kelly (IL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Napolitano 
Rice (SC) 
Roby 

Rooney (FL) 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Smith (WA) 
Speier 

b 1340 

Messrs. CÁRDENAS, LYNCH, RUSH, 
and FARR changed their votes from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the previous question was ordered. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated against: 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, on 

Wednesday, February 24, 2016, I was absent 
during rollcall vote No. 85. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on the Mo-
tion on Ordering the Previous Question on the 
Rule providing for consideration of H.R. 3624. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the resolution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a 

5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 238, noes 180, 
not voting 15, as follows: 

[Roll No. 86] 

AYES—238 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Babin 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Benishek 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Bost 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 

Clawson (FL) 
Coffman 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Costello (PA) 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davis, Rodney 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dold 
Donovan 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Ellmers (NC) 
Emmer (MN) 
Farenthold 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 

Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guinta 
Guthrie 
Hanna 
Hardy 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Heck (NV) 
Hensarling 
Hice, Jody B. 
Hill 
Holding 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
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Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd (TX) 
Hurt (VA) 
Issa 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jolly 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce 
Katko 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kline 
Knight 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Latta 
LoBiondo 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lummis 
MacArthur 
Marchant 
Marino 
Massie 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 

Messer 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mullin 
Mulvaney 
Murphy (PA) 
Neugebauer 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Nugent 
Nunes 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Perry 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price, Tom 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Rigell 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Royce 
Russell 
Salmon 
Sanford 

Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stutzman 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Trott 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Young (IN) 
Zeldin 
Zinke 

NOES—180 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Ashford 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Courtney 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 

DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duckworth 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farr 
Fattah 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Graham 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Heck (WA) 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Israel 
Jackson Lee 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Kirkpatrick 
Kuster 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 

Lawrence 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lynch 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Moore 
Moulton 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Neal 
Nolan 
Norcross 
O’Rourke 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rangel 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Roybal-Allard 

Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schrader 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sherman 

Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takai 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Tsongas 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 

Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—15 

Buck 
Cook 
Green, Gene 
Hastings 
Herrera Beutler 

Huizenga (MI) 
Kelly (IL) 
Napolitano 
Roby 
Rooney (FL) 

Sanchez, Loretta 
Sewell (AL) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Speier 

b 1347 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated against: 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, on 

Wednesday, February 24, 2016, I was absent 
during rollcall vote No. 86. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on H. Res. 
618—Rule providing for consideration of H.R. 
3624—Fraudulent Joinder Prevention Act of 
2015. 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing rollcall vote No. 86 on February 24, 2016, 
I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. I was unable 
to vote on Wednesday, February 24, 2016, 
due to important events being held today in 
our district in Houston and Harris County, 
Texas. If I had been able to vote, I would have 
voted as follows: On the motion on ordering 
the previous question on the rule for consider-
ation of H.R. 3624, the Fraudulent Joinder 
Prevention Act of 2015, I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ On passage of H. Res. 618, the rule 
providing for consideration of H.R. 3624, I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 571 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that my name be 
removed as a cosponsor of H. Res. 571. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
STEWART). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

MODIFYING AND CONTINUING THE 
NATIONAL EMERGENCY WITH 
RESPECT TO CUBA AND CON-
TINUING TO AUTHORIZE THE 
REGULATION OF THE ANCHOR-
AGE AND MOVEMENT OF VES-
SELS—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 114–102) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to the authority vested in 

me by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States, including section 1 
of title II of Public Law 65–24, ch. 30, 
June 15, 1917, as amended (50 U.S.C. 
191), sections 201, 202, and 301 of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 
et seq.), and section 301 of title 3, 
United States Code, I hereby report 
that I have issued a Proclamation to 
modify and continue the national 
emergency declared in Proclamations 
6867 and 7757. 

The Proclamation recognizes that 
certain descriptions of the national 
emergency set forth in Proclamations 
6867 and 7757 no longer reflect the 
international relations of the United 
States related to Cuba. Further, the 
Proclamation recognizes the reestab-
lishment of diplomatic relations be-
tween the United States and Cuba, and 
that the United States continues to 
pursue the progressive normalization 
of relations while aspiring toward a 
peaceful, prosperous, and democratic 
Cuba. 

The Proclamation clarifies the na-
tional emergency related to Cuba and 
specifically provides the following 
statements related to U.S. national se-
curity and foreign policy: 
∑ It is U.S. policy that a mass migra-
tion from Cuba would endanger the se-
curity of the United States by posing a 
disturbance or threatened disturbance 
of the international relations of the 
United States. 

∑ The unauthorized entry of vessels 
subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States into Cuban territorial 
waters is in violation of U.S. law and 
contrary to U.S. policy. 

∑ The unauthorized entry of U.S.-reg-
istered vessels into Cuban territorial 
waters is detrimental to U.S. foreign 
policy, and counter to the purpose of 
Executive Order 12807, which is to en-
sure, among other things, safe, orderly, 
and legal migration. 

∑ The possibility of large-scale unau-
thorized entries of U.S-registered ves-
sels would disturb the international re-
lations of the United States by facili-
tating a possible mass migration of 
Cuban nationals. 

I have directed the Secretary of 
Homeland Security (the ‘‘Secretary’’) 
to make and issue such rules and regu-
lations as the Secretary may find ap-
propriate to regulate the anchorage 
and movement of vessels, and authorize 
and approve the Secretary’s issuance of 
such rules and regulations, as author-
ized by the Act of June 15, 1917. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Procla-
mation I have issued. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 24, 2016. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
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today on additional motions to suspend 
the rules on which a recorded vote or 
the yeas and nays are ordered, or on 
which the vote incurs objection under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

GULLAH/GEECHEE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE ACT AMENDMENT 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3004) to amend the Gullah/ 
Geechee Cultural Heritage Act to ex-
tend the authorization for the Gullah/ 
Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor 
Commission. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3004 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF THE AUTHORIZATION 

FOR THE GULLAH/GEECHEE CUL-
TURAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR COM-
MISSION. 

Section 295D(d) of the Gullah/Geechee Cul-
tural Heritage Act (Public Law 109–338; 120 
Stat. 1833; 16 U.S.C. 461 note) is amended by 
striking ‘‘10 years’’ and inserting ‘‘15 years’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the 
gentlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms. 
TSONGAS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

H.R. 3004, introduced by the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. CLY-
BURN), amends the Gullah/Geechee Cul-
tural Heritage Act by extending the 
authorization for the Gullah/Geechee 
Cultural Heritage Corridor Commis-
sion. 

The corridor exists to preserve and 
foster the unique cultural communities 
formed by Americans of African de-
scent along the Atlantic coastal is-
lands of four States and that existed in 
relative isolation for many genera-
tions. 

During those years, a distinct and 
uniquely American culture evolved, a 
culture that is gradually slipping from 
us in the march of the modern world. 

Although the heritage corridor was 
authorized through October 12, 2021, 
the Commission was only authorized 
through October 12, 2016. Without any 
legislative change, the corridor will 
have to be managed by a different, as 
yet unconstituted, entity. 

I urge passage of the measure. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, this bill simply extends 

the authorization of the Gullah/ 
Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor 
Commission from 10 to 15 years. 

Congress designated the Gullah/ 
Geechee Heritage Corridor in 2006 to 
promote and interpret the story of Af-
rican Americans known as Gullah/ 
Geechee who settled along the coast of 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Geor-
gia, and Florida. 

The enabling legislation for the cor-
ridor, while providing a 15-year author-
ity for technical and financial assist-
ance, only gave the identified local co-
ordinating entity a 10-year authoriza-
tion. This bill matches up the two au-
thorities so the Commission can con-
tinue its work. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN) for 
bringing this issue to our attention and 
all of his work on behalf of the Gullah/ 
Geechee Heritage Corridor. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. CARTER). 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of H.R. 3004, 
which would extend authorization for 
the Gullah/Geechee Cultural Heritage 
Corridor Commission through October 
of 2021. 

The low country and sea islands of 
our southeastern States, including the 
First Congressional District of Geor-
gia, are home to some of our Nation’s 
most treasured cultures. One of the 
most unique is the Gullah/Geechee peo-
ple. 

Over the past three centuries, the 
Gullah/Geechee people have developed 
and preserved their own distinct lan-
guage and culture that retains many of 
their African traditions. The Gullah/ 
Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor 
was created to recognize the cultural 
contributions of the Gullah/Geechee 
and to assist in preserving and inter-
preting their history, language, folk-
lore, art, and music. 

The Gullah/Geechee Cultural Herit-
age Corridor Commission coordinates 
with local officials and communities to 
preserve and honor the Gullah/Geechee 
heritage for years to come. 

H.R. 3004 would extend the Commis-
sion’s authorization for an additional 5 
years so that they may continue their 
mission of preserving the valuable con-
tributions of the Gullah/Geechee cul-
ture. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
CLYBURN), my distinguished colleague. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding me the 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3004, a bill that makes a technical 
change to the Gullah/Geechee Cultural 
Heritage Act. 

Gullah/Geechee is a blend of African 
and European language, culture, and 
traditions found along the coast and 
sea islands of North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, where 
former slaves began their freedom in 
isolated and remote communities and 
nurtured unique cultural traditions. 

The Gullah/Geechee Cultural Herit-
age Act, signed into law in 2006, cre-
ated the Gullah/Geechee Heritage Cor-
ridor to preserve and protect the re-
maining vestiges of this living culture, 
which has been threatened by develop-
ment in these coastal communities. 

Called Gullah in the Carolinas and 
Geechee in Georgia and Florida, these 
enclaves of language and culture pro-
vide a significant link to African 
American heritage. As a former history 
teacher and historic preservation advo-
cate, the establishment of the heritage 
corridor is one of my proudest achieve-
ments in Congress. 

This bill before us corrects a tech-
nical issue by extending the authoriza-
tion of the Commission created by the 
original legislation to coincide with 
the heritage corridor, which runs to 
2021. Without this change, the heritage 
corridor would continue to exist but 
would need to be managed by a new en-
tity, eroding the progress the current 
Commission has made toward imple-
menting its management plan. Enact-
ing this legislation will ensure con-
tinuity in the management of the cor-
ridor so that its mission is carried out 
as efficiently and effectively as pos-
sible. 

I want to thank the chairman and 
ranking members of the Committee on 
Natural Resources and Subcommittee 
on Federal Lands for their support of 
this bill and for moving it swiftly to 
the House floor today for consider-
ation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support its passage. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. RICE). 

b 1400 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. I thank 
the distinguished gentleman for yield-
ing. 

The Gullah/Geechee culture is in-
fused throughout the low country of 
South Carolina. In fact, it is a big part 
of what makes the low country of 
South Carolina so unique. From 
Daufuskie on the southern end to Lit-
tle River Neck on the northern end, 
that culture permeates our geography 
and our people. 

My father’s family, my grandfather’s 
family, my brother, and myself were 
raised in the midst of the Gullah/ 
Geechee culture. In all of our cities— 
again, from north to south; in Charles-
ton, Myrtle Beach, and Georgetown— 
you can see those traditions infused 
throughout those communities. 
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The traditions of the Gullah/Geechee 

arts, oral history, literature, music, 
cuisine, and others, have made a dis-
tinctive impact on the coastal Carolina 
culture. Growing up on the coast, I 
have fond memories of the Gullah/ 
Geechee people and their way of life. 

Authorizing the Gullah/Geechee Cul-
tural Heritage Corridor Commission is 
important to preserving and managing 
the uniqueness of their important tra-
ditions. I support the reauthorization 
of the Commission and the passage of 
H.R. 3004. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge adoption of this measure, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3004. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. NA-
TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK ACT 
OF 2016 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2880) to redesignate the Mar-
tin Luther King, Junior, National His-
toric Site in the State of Georgia, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2880 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Martin Luther 
King, Jr. National Historical Park Act of 2016’’. 
SEC. 2. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. NATIONAL HIS-

TORICAL PARK. 
The Act entitled ‘‘An Act to establish the 

Martin Luther King, Junior, National Historic 
Site in the State of Georgia, and for other pur-
poses’’ (Public Law 96–428) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a) of the first section, by 
striking ‘‘the map entitled ‘Martin Luther King, 
Junior, National Historic Site Boundary Map’, 
number 489/80,013B, and dated September 1992’’ 
and inserting ‘‘the map entitled ‘Martin Luther 
King, Jr. National Historical Park Proposed 
Boundary Revision’, numbered 489/128,786 and 
dated June 2015’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘Martin Luther King, Junior, 
National Historic Site’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘Martin Luther King, Jr. Na-
tional Historical Park’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘national historic site’’ each 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘national histor-
ical park’’; 

(4) by striking ‘‘historic site’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘historical park’’; and 

(5) by striking ‘‘historic sites’’ in section 2(a) 
and inserting ‘‘historical parks’’. 
SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law (other than this Act), 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to ‘‘Martin Luther 
King, Junior, National Historic Site’’ shall be 
deemed to be a reference to ‘‘Martin Luther 
King, Jr. National Historical Park’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the 
gentlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms. 
TSONGAS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. I yield myself 

such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2880, introduced by 

our colleague, JOHN LEWIS, redesig-
nates the Martin Luther King, Junior, 
National Historic Site in the State of 
Georgia as the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
National Historical Park. It also au-
thorizes the National Park Service to 
include the Prince Hall Masonic Tem-
ple in the Historical Park’s boundaries. 

The Prince Hall Masonic Temple long 
served as the headquarters of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference. This historic and distinguished 
civil rights organization was cofounded 
by Dr. King, who also served as its first 
president. Including the Prince Hall 
Masonic Temple within the unit’s 
boundary allows the National Park 
Service to provide technical assistance 
to the building’s owners with respect 
to repairs, renovations, and mainte-
nance that would preserve its historic 
integrity. 

It can be said that every American 
figuratively walks in the footsteps of 
the American Founders and those who 
followed them and who perfected their 
vision. Because of their work, we enjoy 
the blessings of a free government that 
exists to protect the God-given natural 
rights of every person and a free soci-
ety where every person will be judged, 
in Dr. King’s words, ‘‘on the content of 
his character.’’ 

Our historical parks give us the op-
portunity literally to walk in the foot-
steps of these great Americans who 
have struggled over the centuries to se-
cure this vision. Those who gathered 
around Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in 
the 1950s walked the streets of this 
neighborhood, and its preservation 
gives us and future generations a tan-
gible link with them. 

One of them was our distinguished 
colleague, Congressman LEWIS, and I 
commend him for his work. It is alto-
gether fitting that a man who did so 
much to establish this legacy brings to 
the House today a bill to further pre-
serve it, and I urge its adoption. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

H.R. 2880 is a simple piece of legisla-
tion that has broad bipartisan support. 
The bill will accomplish two primary 

goals: to redesignate the Martin Lu-
ther King, Junior, National Historic 
Site in Atlanta, Georgia, as a National 
Historical Park, and to adjust the 
boundary of the park to include the 
Prince Hall Masonic Temple. These ac-
tions will enhance the ability of the 
National Park Service and the commu-
nity to tell the very important story of 
Dr. King. 

The site, which is the final resting 
place of the great civil rights leader, 
continues to connect visitors with the 
historical and contemporary struggles 
for civil rights in this country. These 
stories are as relevant today as they 
were half a century ago. This legisla-
tion will provide the site with the prop-
er acknowledgment that it deserves. 

I want to thank Congressman LEWIS, 
who remains an important civil rights 
leader, for bringing this important bill 
forward. 

I yield such time as he may consume 
to the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LEWIS). 

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise as the 
proud sponsor of this legislation. 

First, let me thank Chairman 
BISHOP, Ranking Member GRIJALVA, 
and all the staff of the Natural Re-
sources Committee for their hard work 
and support of this act. 

Mr. Speaker, my bipartisan bill will 
create the first National Historic Park 
in the State of Georgia. This technical 
change from a ‘‘Site’’ to a ‘‘Park’’ will 
make it easier for the National Park 
Service to share the history of the 
American civil rights movement with 
national and international visitors to 
Atlanta. 

These historic spaces are located in 
my congressional district in downtown 
Atlanta, on and around Auburn Ave-
nue. This is where Dr. King was born 
and raised, where he was nurtured and 
taught, where he preached and loved. 

I was a teenager when I first met Dr. 
King in 1958, at the age of 18. This con-
versation forever changed my life, but 
I was not the only one. Many, many 
people were touched by this man’s ge-
nius and compassion for all human-
kind. Dr. King’s mission was to create 
the beloved community, a community 
of justice, a community at peace with 
itself. 

Dr. King had the power to bring peo-
ple together to do good. His message 
was love, his weapon was truth, and the 
method was the way of nonviolence and 
passive resistance. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., led a 
nonviolent movement that changed the 
face of our Nation. He inspired people 
from all over our country and from all 
over the world. 

My simple act will improve the serv-
ices and educational opportunities for 
visitors to this wonderful space and 
this wonderful piece of history. It will 
preserve this important part of our his-
tory for generations yet unborn. 

Again, I would like to thank the 
chair and ranking member for their 
support, and I urge all of my colleagues 
to support this simple, commonsense 
legislation. 
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Ms. TSONGAS. I yield 1 minute to 

the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JACKSON LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
there is no greater voice of the civil 
rights movement here in this Congress 
and in this Nation than our dear friend, 
Congressman JOHN LEWIS. 

I am both excited and honored to be 
able to support this legislation that 
changes what was a ‘‘Site’’ in its early 
beginnings to the important designa-
tion of a National Historic Park hon-
oring Martin Luther King, Jr. 

I first want to thank JOHN LEWIS for 
his conscientious and hard work on be-
half of the King family. As I sat here 
and listened to Congressman LEWIS re-
laying his story, I had the slight privi-
lege to have worked for the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference on the 
very street that he has mentioned. 
After him, I was able to come to the 
then-offices of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference in this historic 
area. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ROTHFUS). The time of the gentle-
woman has expired. 

Ms. TSONGAS. I yield the gentle-
woman an additional 2 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. It was a small 
office where so many historic persons 
were, in essence, able to walk in the 
midst of those hallowed streets. Dr. 
King came. I don’t know whether he 
parked a car or walked into that office. 
Of course, we have all of the other sur-
rounding areas and other names of his-
toric persons that had the ability to 
walk down those streets and into that 
area. 

We take great pride in the preserva-
tion of our National Park areas. And I 
must compliment the National Park 
Service, because it has a love and affec-
tion for all those lands that it takes 
care of. You can see it when you are 
able to visit these national sites 
throughout our country that we have 
had a chance to visit. 

In my colleague’s district will be an 
added place for Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s resources and things his hands 
touched. What an appropriate time in 
our history to be able again to thank 
this man of peace, of nonviolence, and 
to remind ourselves that America is 
really a great country to have given 
birth to him. Along with the plight and 
conditions in which he lived in at the 
time and the conditions which he was 
subjected to, to our knowledge, he 
never became embittered. He always, 
although frustrated at moments, recog-
nized love and nonviolence. 

I hope that with the recognition he 
will get and the protection of these 
wonderful assets, people will come 
there for solace. It will be another 
place, along with the monument here 
in Washington, where people will come 
here for solace and the recognition 
that nonviolence and peace and the 
human dignity of all people are virtues 
of this Nation carried forward by a 
great and wonderful and heroic lead-
er—someone whom I at least had a 

small moment to be associated with 
through his organization after his 
death. And I thank him. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 2880, the 
‘‘Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historical 
Park Act.’’ 

In 1980, Congress passed legislation (P.L. 
96–428), establishing the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. National Historic Site. 

H.R. 2880 redesignates the ‘‘Martin Luther 
King Junior, National Historic Site’’ as the 
‘‘Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historical 
Park.’’ 

This name change is important because it 
recognizes the greater physical extent that the 
site represents not only for African American 
history, but American history. 

This legislation will improve the preservation 
and ensure the continuous protection of this 
historic district. 

When passed, in 1980, the law set the 
boundaries of the site along a portion of Au-
burn Avenue in Atlanta. 

This area includes the birthplace of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; the Ebenezer Bap-
tist Church, where both he and his father 
preached; and the immediate surrounding 
area. 

That law also designated a preservation dis-
trict that extended protection beyond the im-
mediate neighborhood surrounding the birth-
place and church to include the broader Sweet 
Auburn commercial district. 

Since 1980, Congress has twice modified 
the boundaries of the site and preservation 
district (P.L. 102–575 and P.L. 108–314). 

H.R. 2880 will extend the boundaries of the 
site to include the Prince Hall Masonic Tem-
ple, which is where the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) established its 
initial headquarters in 1957. 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a 
co-founder and the first president of the 
SCLC. 

It is fitting that we remember the life and 
legacy of a man who brought hope and heal-
ing to America. 

The life of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. reminds us that nothing is impossible when 
we are guided by the better angels of our na-
ture. 

Dr. King walked the walk, going to jail 29 
times to achieve freedom for others. 

He knew he would pay the ultimate price for 
his leadership, but kept on marching and pro-
testing and organizing anyway. 

It is proper that we remember this man of 
action, who put his life on the line for freedom 
and justice every day. 

So it is fitting that we pass H.R. 2880 and 
expand, protect, and preserve the Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. National Historic Park so that for 
generations to come it remains a living memo-
rial to the men and women who led the move-
ment that helped our nation live up to the true 
meaning of its creed and inspired non-violent 
movements for social change the world over. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
would urge adoption of the measure. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2880, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

KOREAN WAR VETERANS MEMO-
RIAL WALL OF REMEMBRANCE 
ACT OF 2016 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1475) to authorize a Wall of 
Remembrance as part of the Korean 
War Veterans Memorial and to allow 
certain private contributions to fund 
that Wall of Remembrance, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1475 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Korean War 
Veterans Memorial Wall of Remembrance Act of 
2016’’. 
SEC. 2. WALL OF REMEMBRANCE. 

Section 1 of the Act titled ‘‘An Act to author-
ize the erection of a memorial on Federal Land 
in the District of Columbia and its environs to 
honor members of the Armed Forces of the 
United States who served in the Korean War’’, 
approved October 25, 1986 (Public Law 99–572), 
is amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘Such memorial shall include a Wall of Remem-
brance, which shall be constructed without the 
use of Federal funds. The American Battle 
Monuments Commission shall request and con-
sider design recommendations from the Korean 
War Veterans Memorial Foundation, Inc. for 
the establishment of the Wall of Remembrance. 
The Wall of Remembrance shall include— 

‘‘(1) a list by name of members of the Armed 
Forces of the United States who died in theatre 
in the Korean War; 

‘‘(2) the number of members of the Armed 
Forces of the United States who, in regards to 
the Korean War— 

‘‘(A) were wounded in action; 
‘‘(B) are listed as missing in action; or 
‘‘(C) were prisoners of war; and 
‘‘(3) the number of members of the Korean 

Augmentation to the United States Army, the 
Republic of Korea Armed Forces, and the other 
nations of the United Nations Command who, in 
regards to the Korean War— 

‘‘(A) were killed in action; 
‘‘(B) were wounded in action; 
‘‘(C) are listed as missing in action; or 
‘‘(D) were prisoners of war.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the 
gentlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms. 
TSONGAS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
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Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1475, introduced by 
Congressman SAM JOHNSON, would per-
mit a privately funded addition of a 
Wall of Remembrance to the Korean 
War Veterans Memorial. 

The Wall would list the names of all 
members of the U.S. Armed Forces who 
were killed in theater during the Ko-
rean war as well as the number of all of 
the American POWs and MIAs. 

They call the Korean war America’s 
forgotten war. During the 3 years of 
that war, 5.8 million Americans world-
wide served in the U.S. armed services, 
22 nations fought alongside us to pre-
serve the freedom of South Korea. 
54,246 Americans died worldwide during 
this conflict, 8,200 were missing in ac-
tion, and an additional 103,284 were 
wounded. 

The sacrifice they made and the free-
dom they secured for the people of 
South Korea must never be forgotten. 
This measure assures the names of the 
fallen shall live on. 

This bill comes to us from one of 
only three Korean war veterans who 
still serve their country today in this 
House, the legendary Congressman SAM 
JOHNSON of Texas, from whom we will 
be hearing shortly. 

Representatives CHARLES RANGEL 
and JOHN CONYERS, Jr., also distin-
guished themselves in that war, as 
they have in this House, and are origi-
nal cosponsors. 

I urge passage of the bill. 
I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, this bill authorizes the 

construction of a Wall of Remembrance 
at the Korean War Veterans Memorial 
on the National Mall. 

Similar to the Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial, the Wall will list the names of 
the U.S. military personnel killed in 
action during the Korean war, along 
with the number of servicemen and 
-women wounded in action, listed as 
missing in action, and those who were 
listed as prisoners of war. 

Construction of the current Korean 
War Veterans Memorial was finished in 
1992, and it is considered a complete 
work of civic art. However, the Korean 
war veterans’ community has identi-
fied the addition of a Wall of Remem-
brance as a priority, and they have ad-
vocated for legislation to authorize its 
construction for years. 

Their hard work and dedication has 
led to this bill before us today, which is 
currently cosponsored by 291 Members 
of the House. 

The National Park Service, the agen-
cy responsible for the management of 
the current memorial, has expressed 
concern with the idea of adding a new 
feature in an area of the National Mall 
known as the Reserve, where Congress 
has prohibited the construction of new 
memorials. 

As this bill moves forward, I encour-
age the sponsors to work with the Na-

tional Park Service and other relevant 
stakeholders to make sure that the 
new feature complements the current 
memorial. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, we 
are all deeply honored to serve in this 
House with the author of this measure, 
a genuine hero who served coura-
geously in both the Korean and Viet-
nam wars and who endured many years 
of suffering as a prisoner of war in 
Vietnam. He not only saw the courage 
and heroism of those who fought in 
Korea, he was one of them. 

I am honored to yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. SAM JOHNSON). 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. I thank 
the chairman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to start off 
by thanking my fellow Korean war vet-
erans, Congressman CHARLIE RANGEL 
and Congressman JOHN CONYERS, for 
their support. 

I also want to thank Chairman ROB 
BISHOP, the Natural Resources Com-
mittee, and the House leadership for 
bringing the bill to the floor. 

Additionally, I want to thank my fel-
low Korean war veterans who have 
tirelessly advocated for this bill. It has 
been a long time coming. 

Mr. Speaker, sadly, the Korean war is 
often referred to as the forgotten war; 
yet, the magnitude of sacrifice made 
by Americans during this conflict was 
enormous. More than 36,000 Americans 
gave their lives. 

My fellow Korean war veterans and I 
believe that the magnitude of this 
enormous sacrifice is not yet fully con-
veyed by the memorial in Washington, 
D.C. That is where this bill, H.R. 1475, 
the Korean War Veterans Memorial 
Wall of Remembrance Act, comes into 
play. 

This bill, which already has the sup-
port of over 300 of my colleagues, would 
allow for the creation of a Wall of Re-
membrance at the site of the Korean 
War Veterans Memorial on the Na-
tional Mall. 

Similar to the Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial Wall, the Korean War Veterans 
Memorial Wall of Remembrance would 
eternally honor the brave Americans 
who gave their lives in defense of free-
dom during the Korean war. It would 
list their names as a visual record of 
their sacrifice. 

Furthermore, the Wall would also 
list the total number of all of Amer-
ica’s wounded, missing in action, and 
prisoners of war. 

As a veteran and POW, I can tell you 
that these memorials are a special 
place for servicemembers and their 
families to pay their respect to fallen 
comrades and loved ones. 

As a constitutional conservative who 
values our great Nation’s history, I be-
lieve these memorials also serve as a 
unique and physical reminder that 
freedom is not free. 

Future generations need to know and 
appreciate the sacrifices made by the 

servicemembers who fought and died to 
protect freedom. These memorials can 
physically convey what oftentimes our 
words fail to do. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, as a fiscal con-
servative, I am proud to say this 
project will not cost taxpayers one 
dime. In fact, the cost has been 100 per-
cent privately fund-raised, and this bill 
prohibits any Federal funding for this 
project. 

Mr. Speaker, as we remember the 
service and sacrifice of those who gave 
their lives in the Korean war, we can 
only humbly acknowledge that we are 
the land of the free because of our 
brave men and women. 

These heroes are shining examples of 
everything great that America stands 
for. I can’t think of a better way to in-
dividually honor each man and woman 
who gave their life in Korea than 
through this Wall of Remembrance. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
this important piece of legislation. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAS-
CRELL). 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of the soldiers who 
fought to ensure that South Korea 
could achieve the prosperity and the 
fulfillment it enjoys today. Without 
our soldiers, that would not have hap-
pened. These soldiers deserve to be rec-
ognized for their contributions. 

That is why I am proud to cosponsor 
this legislation, which would expand 
the current Korean War Memorial to 
include a Wall of Remembrance in our 
Nation’s Capital. This addition will 
honor the service and sacrifice of those 
who fought in the Korean War. 

I want to thank my good friend and 
committee mate, Congressman SAM 
JOHNSON, for introducing this legisla-
tion and, also, for his heroic military 
service to our country in both the Ko-
rean and Vietnam wars. 

Through the Speaker, SAM, we owe 
you so much, and we could never repay 
you and the likes of RANGEL and CON-
YERS, et cetera, who put their lives on 
the line to not only defend America, 
but to defend the Korean people. 

In addition to a wall, this legislation 
will allow us to demonstrate our Na-
tion’s appreciation for the service of 
the Korean Augmentation to the 
United States Army, the Republic of 
Korean Armed Forces, and the nations 
of the United Nations Command, who 
were killed in action, wounded, listed 
as missing in action, or were prisoners 
of war. 

The Korean War Memorial Wall can 
ensure that future generations remem-
ber and honor the pride and dedication 
of those who served, the legacy they 
continued, and the freedom they pre-
served. 

You have heard the numbers about 
how many folks served, how many of 
our own brave soldiers and sailors and 
marines fought in the Korean war: al-
most 6 million; over 100,000 were 
wounded and over 36,000 gave their 
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lives. So this is a fitting recognition 
for those who bravely served in defense 
of our Nation. 

I visited my brother-in-law the other 
day, who lives in a veterans’ nursing 
home. He was a soldier in the Korean 
war, a victim. Many in that home 
fought in the same war, those who are 
still alive. 

Talking to them, one thing I noticed 
is they don’t want to talk about their 
experiences ever. I remember talking 
to my brother-in-law, Joe, 30 years ago. 
He didn’t want to talk about it. His 
brother, who served there, didn’t want 
to talk about it. His other brother, 
Freddie, did not want to talk about it. 
He served there, also. 

So this is not only remembrance. 
More importantly, it is thank you. 
Thank you so much for what you did. 

Mr. Speaker, I mentioned their 
names before, Congressmen RANGEL 
and CONYERS. We owe them so much. I 
read Congressman RANGEL’s book twice 
about the experiences that he had in 
service to our country. We can never 
forget this. God bless, and I thank 
them. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. RAN-
GEL), a distinguished veteran of the Ko-
rean war. 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, let me 
thank the gentlewoman for making 
this possible, Colonel Bill Webb, of the 
Korean Memorial Foundation, and, of 
course, my buddies and colleagues, 
Congressmen JOHNSON and CONYERS. 

Why this is so important to me is not 
for those who are living, but for the 
memories of our colleagues who died 
overseas and whose family have very 
little to explain as to why they were 
there. 

I really think that this Congress and 
Congresses before us have lost all of 
the meaning of having the power and 
the only power to support the declara-
tion of war. 

When I went overseas in 1950, I hadn’t 
the slightest idea as to why I was 
going. Quite frankly, I didn’t even 
know where Korea was. 

But because of my age and having 
been in combat, I have received more 
accolades from the grateful people 
from the country of South Korea than 
I deserve. But I know that they are 
thanking the United States and the 
United Nations for saving them from 
coming under communism. 

I could not possibly have any bad 
feelings. Indeed, it is a great sense of 
honor that I could have played some 
small part in preserving democracy in 
South Korea, albeit as a volunteer to 
the Army, but certainly not a volun-
teer to go into combat. 

But the truth of the matter is that 
we shouldn’t have young men and 
women being placed in harm’s way in 
any situation without men and women 
and their families knowing that they 
did this because the security of our 
great Republic was threatened. 

b 1430 
Each time I feel heavily and scream 

out that we should have a draft instead 
of an All Volunteer Army, I know that 
it appears as though I am putting a 
burden on so many people who don’t 
necessarily want to belong to the mili-
tary. But serving our great country is 
a privilege, and all people should share 
if indeed there is a threat to our na-
tional security. If there isn’t a threat 
to our national security, there is no 
reason in the world morally or legally 
that our troops should be there. 

So putting up this wall, to me, is 
symbolic because they can call it the 
forgotten war. And, believe it or not, 
after seeing how some of our Vietnam 
veterans were treated when they came 
home, you can almost thank God that 
no one missed you. They didn’t know 
where you were, or didn’t care about 
the Korean war, because politics got in 
the way of how we treated those people 
who fought, got wounded, and died in 
Vietnam. 

Of course, since then, we have had 
dozens of times where we have heard 
Members of Congress say that we have 
to have more boots on the ground, that 
we can’t win a war by air, that we have 
to be there, we have to intervene, and 
we have to show how strong America 
is. And they know in their hearts that 
no one from their families, their com-
munities, or even anyone they know 
will be included in that number of 
Americans that they are asking to go. 

So I think when you put the names of 
people who have actually lost their 
lives, which means destroyed the lives 
of so many other people who loved 
them, when you think of those who got 
wounded, they should at least be able 
to say what they did for their families, 
community, and their country. They 
shouldn’t just be used as pawns on the 
board to fulfill the political commit-
ments of a party or a cause that 
doesn’t involve the security of the 
United States. Maybe, just maybe, 
when people come to sightsee, and they 
see the names of people that they don’t 
know, it could remind them that these 
are not just human beings; these are 
Americans who had the same dreams as 
they did, except they made a sacrifice. 

So let me laud and thank the Mem-
bers of Congress that have caused the 
casualties of the forgotten war not to 
be forgotten. Let us try to do some-
thing about those that follow those of 
us that were in combat in Korea and 
explain how wrong we were in Vietnam 
and we should have said, never, never, 
never again. 

Let us look at the ways we have just 
sent troops who, like me, saw the flag 
go up and heard the President say that 
we have to go, and we never asked, and 
we couldn’t legitimately ask why, but 
we did. Let us preserve the American 
lives for those causes that at least if 
they don’t come back home or they 
don’t come back normal, that we can 
say that it was protecting the flag, it 
was protecting our country, and it was 
protecting our national security. 

Right now, with all the fears we have 
that are going on in the Middle East, I 
am not certain whether or not that 
will impact our great country, but I am 
prepared to listen to those who know 
better than I. And if, indeed, there is a 
threat to our country, then everyone 
should be prepared to be called, even by 
lottery, because it is not just for the 
wealthy and the educated to be ex-
cluded. It shouldn’t be just those who 
need a job that get the opportunity to 
defend our country. But every time you 
say ‘‘troops on the ground,’’ ‘‘boots on 
the ground,’’ ‘‘lives on the ground,’’ I 
truly think that just putting their 
names on a memorial wall should mean 
something for generations that follow. 

I hope and pray that we don’t have 
names that go on boards. But if there 
is a reminder of how many people died 
over the years to keep this country 
great, let us be in the position as a 
Congress to say that we know specifi-
cally why they died and we gave them 
all the support that they needed to 
make the sacrifice. 

Thank you so much for giving me 
this opportunity. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important that we 
remember those who died in the war 
and those who served in the war be-
cause their achievement remains alive 
today. It is personified in a free and 
prosperous Republic of Korea that has 
been a beacon of hope to the oppressed 
people throughout the Asian Continent 
and a steady counterbalance to the ma-
lignant presence of the North Korean 
dictatorship. 

From the dais in this Chamber, 
Douglas MacArthur paid tribute to 
these brave souls with these words. He 
said: ‘‘I have just left your fighting 
sons in Korea. They have met all tests 
there, and I can report to you without 
reservation that they are splendid in 
every way . . . Those gallant men 
will remain often in my thoughts and 
in my prayers always.’’ 

And so should they with us. This bill 
assures that this will not be a forgot-
ten war, and our honored dead will not 
be forgotten by name. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1475, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

INDIAN TRUST ASSET REFORM 
ACT 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
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bill (H.R. 812) to provide for Indian 
trust asset management reform, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 812 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Indian Trust Asset Reform Act’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 

TITLE I—RECOGNITION OF TRUST 
RESPONSIBILITY 

Sec. 101. Findings. 
Sec. 102. Reaffirmation of policy. 
TITLE II—INDIAN TRUST ASSET MAN-

AGEMENT DEMONSTRATION PROJECT 
Sec. 201. Short title. 
Sec. 202. Definitions. 
Sec. 203. Establishment of demonstration 

project; selection of partici-
pating Indian Tribes. 

Sec. 204. Indian trust asset management 
plan. 

Sec. 205. Forest land management and sur-
face leasing activities. 

Sec. 206. Effect of title. 
TITLE III—IMPROVING EFFICIENCY AND 

STREAMLINING PROCESSES 
Sec. 301. Purpose. 
Sec. 302. Definitions. 
Sec. 303. Under Secretary for Indian Affairs. 
Sec. 304. Office of Special Trustee for Amer-

ican Indians. 
Sec. 305. Appraisals and valuations. 
Sec. 306. Cost savings. 

TITLE I—RECOGNITION OF TRUST 
RESPONSIBILITY 

SEC. 101. FINDINGS. 
Congress finds that— 
(1) there exists a unique relationship be-

tween the Government of the United States 
and the governments of Indian tribes; 

(2) there exists a unique Federal responsi-
bility to Indians; 

(3) through treaties, statutes, and histor-
ical relations with Indian tribes, the United 
States has undertaken a unique trust respon-
sibility to protect and support Indian tribes 
and Indians; 

(4) the fiduciary responsibilities of the 
United States to Indians also are founded in 
part on specific commitments made through 
written treaties and agreements securing 
peace, in exchange for which Indians have 
surrendered claims to vast tracts of land, 
which provided legal consideration for per-
manent, ongoing performance of Federal 
trust duties; and 

(5) the foregoing historic Federal-tribal re-
lations and understandings have benefitted 
the people of the United States as a whole 
for centuries and have established enduring 
and enforceable Federal obligations to which 
the national honor has been committed. 
SEC. 102. REAFFIRMATION OF POLICY. 

Pursuant to the constitutionally vested 
authority of Congress over Indian affairs, 
Congress reaffirms that the responsibility of 
the United States to Indian tribes includes a 
duty to promote tribal self-determination re-
garding governmental authority and eco-
nomic development. 

TITLE II—INDIAN TRUST ASSET MANAGE-
MENT DEMONSTRATION PROJECT 

SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Indian 

Trust Asset Management Demonstration 
Project Act of 2016’’. 

SEC. 202. DEFINITIONS. 
In this title: 
(1) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ 

has the meaning given the term in the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450b). 

(2) PROJECT.—The term ‘‘Project’’ means 
the Indian trust asset management dem-
onstration project established under section 
203(a). 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 
SEC. 203. ESTABLISHMENT OF DEMONSTRATION 

PROJECT; SELECTION OF PARTICI-
PATING INDIAN TRIBES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish and carry out an Indian trust asset 
management demonstration project, in ac-
cordance with this title. 

(b) SELECTION OF PARTICIPATING INDIAN 
TRIBES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—An Indian tribe shall be 
eligible to participate in the project if— 

(A) the Indian tribe submits to the Sec-
retary an application under subsection (c); 
and 

(B) the Secretary approves the application 
of the Indian tribe. 

(2) NOTICE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

vide a written notice to each Indian tribe ap-
proved to participate in the project. 

(B) CONTENTS.—A notice under subpara-
graph (A) shall include— 

(i) a statement that the application of the 
Indian tribe has been approved by the Sec-
retary; and 

(ii) a requirement that the Indian tribe 
shall submit to the Secretary a proposed In-
dian trust asset management plan in accord-
ance with section 204. 

(c) APPLICATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to partici-

pate in the project, an Indian tribe shall sub-
mit to the Secretary a written application in 
accordance with paragraph (2). 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary shall 
consider an application under this subsection 
only if the application— 

(A) includes a copy of a resolution or other 
appropriate action by the governing body of 
the Indian tribe, as determined by the Sec-
retary, in support of or authorizing the ap-
plication; 

(B) is received by the Secretary after the 
date of enactment of this Act; and 

(C) states that the Indian tribe is request-
ing to participate in the project. 

(d) DURATION.—The project— 
(1) shall remain in effect for a period of 10 

years after the date of enactment of this 
Act; but 

(2) may be extended at the discretion of the 
Secretary. 
SEC. 204. INDIAN TRUST ASSET MANAGEMENT 

PLAN. 
(a) PROPOSED PLAN.— 
(1) SUBMISSION.—After the date on which 

an Indian tribe receives a notice from the 
Secretary under section 203(b)(2), the Indian 
tribe shall submit to the Secretary a pro-
posed Indian trust asset management plan in 
accordance with paragraph (2). 

(2) CONTENTS.—A proposed Indian trust 
asset management plan shall include provi-
sions that— 

(A) identify the trust assets that will be 
subject to the plan; 

(B) establish trust asset management ob-
jectives and priorities for Indian trust assets 
that are located within the reservation, or 
otherwise subject to the jurisdiction, of the 
Indian tribe; 

(C) allocate trust asset management fund-
ing that is available for the Indian trust as-
sets subject to the plan in order to meet the 
trust asset management objectives and pri-
orities; 

(D) if the Indian tribe has contracted or 
compacted functions or activities under the 
Indian Self-Determination and Education 
Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450 et seq.) relating 
to the management of trust assets— 

(i) identify the functions or activities that 
are being or will be performed by the Indian 
tribe under the contracts, compacts, or other 
agreements under that Act, which may in-
clude any of the surface leasing or forest 
land management activities authorized by 
the proposed plan pursuant to section 205(b); 
and 

(ii) describe the practices and procedures 
that the Indian tribe will follow; 

(E) establish procedures for nonbinding 
mediation or resolution of any dispute be-
tween the Indian tribe and the United States 
relating to the trust asset management plan; 

(F) include a process for the Indian tribe 
and the Federal agencies affected by the 
trust asset management plan to conduct 
evaluations to ensure that trust assets are 
being managed in accordance with the plan; 
and 

(G) identify any Federal regulations that 
will be superseded by the plan. 

(3) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND INFORMA-
TION.—On receipt of a written request from 
an Indian tribe, the Secretary shall provide 
to the Indian tribe any technical assistance 
and information, including budgetary infor-
mation, that the Indian tribe determines to 
be necessary for preparation of a proposed 
plan. 

(b) APPROVAL AND DISAPPROVAL OF PRO-
POSED PLANS.— 

(1) APPROVAL.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 

after the date on which an Indian tribe sub-
mits a proposed Indian trust asset manage-
ment plan under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall approve or disapprove the pro-
posed plan. 

(B) REQUIREMENTS FOR DISAPPROVAL.—The 
Secretary shall approve a proposed plan un-
less the Secretary determines that— 

(i) the proposed plan fails to address a re-
quirement under subsection (a)(2); 

(ii) the proposed plan includes 1 or more 
provisions that are inconsistent with sub-
section (c); or 

(iii) the cost of implementing the proposed 
plan exceeds the amount of funding available 
for the management of trust assets that 
would be subject to the proposed plan. 

(2) ACTION ON DISAPPROVAL.— 
(A) NOTICE.—If the Secretary disapproves a 

proposed plan under paragraph (1)(B), the 
Secretary shall provide to the Indian tribe a 
written notice of the disapproval, including 
any reason why the proposed plan was dis-
approved. 

(B) ACTION BY TRIBES.—If a proposed plan is 
disapproved under paragraph (1)(B), the In-
dian tribe may resubmit an amended pro-
posed plan by not later than 90 days after the 
date on which the Indian tribe receives the 
notice under subparagraph (A). 

(3) FAILURE TO APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE.—If 
the Secretary fails to approve or disapprove 
a proposed plan in accordance with para-
graph (1), the plan shall be considered to be 
approved. 

(4) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—An Indian tribe may 
seek judicial review of a determination of 
the Secretary under this subsection in ac-
cordance with subchapter II of chapter 5, and 
chapter 7, of title 5, United States Code 
(commonly known as the ‘‘Administrative 
Procedure Act’’), if— 

(A) the Secretary disapproves the proposed 
plan of the Indian tribe under paragraph (1); 
and 

(B) the Indian tribe has exhausted all other 
administrative remedies available to the In-
dian tribe. 
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(c) APPLICABLE LAWS.—Subject to section 

205, an Indian trust asset management plan, 
and any activity carried out under the plan, 
shall not be approved unless the proposed 
plan is consistent with any treaties, stat-
utes, and Executive orders that are applica-
ble to the trust assets, or the management of 
the trust assets, identified in the plan. 

(d) TERMINATION OF PLAN.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—An Indian tribe may ter-

minate an Indian trust asset management 
plan on any date after the date on which a 
proposed Indian trust asset management 
plan is approved by providing to the Sec-
retary— 

(A) a notice of the intent of the Indian 
tribe to terminate the plan; and 

(B) a resolution of the governing body of 
the Indian tribe authorizing the termination 
of the plan. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—A termination of an 
Indian trust asset management plan under 
paragraph (1) takes effect on October 1 of the 
first fiscal year following the date on which 
a notice is provided to the Secretary under 
paragraph (1)(A). 
SEC. 205. FOREST LAND MANAGEMENT AND SUR-

FACE LEASING ACTIVITIES. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) FOREST LAND MANAGEMENT ACTIVITY.— 

The term ‘‘forest land management activity’’ 
means any activity described in section 
304(4) of the National Indian Forest Re-
sources Management Act (25 U.S.C. 3103(4)). 

(2) INTERESTED PARTY.—The term ‘‘inter-
ested party’’ means an Indian or non-Indian 
individual, entity, or government the inter-
ests of which could be adversely affected by 
a tribal trust land leasing decision made by 
an applicable Indian tribe. 

(3) SURFACE LEASING TRANSACTION.—The 
term ‘‘surface leasing transaction’’ means a 
residential, business, agricultural, or wind or 
solar resource lease of land the title to which 
is held— 

(A) in trust by the United States for the 
benefit of an Indian tribe; or 

(B) in fee by an Indian tribe, subject to re-
strictions against alienation under Federal 
law. 

(b) APPROVAL BY SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary may approve an Indian trust asset 
management plan that includes a provision 
authorizing the Indian tribe to enter into, 
approve, and carry out a surface leasing 
transaction or forest land management ac-
tivity without approval of the Secretary, re-
gardless of whether the surface leasing 
transaction or forest land management ac-
tivity would require such an approval under 
otherwise applicable law (including regula-
tions), if— 

(1) the resolution or other action of the 
governing body of the Indian tribe referred 
to in section 203(c)(2)(A) expressly authorizes 
the inclusion of the provision in the Indian 
trust asset management plan; and 

(2) the Indian tribe has adopted regulations 
expressly incorporated by reference into the 
Indian trust asset management plan that— 

(A) with respect to a surface leasing trans-
action— 

(i) have been approved by the Secretary 
pursuant to subsection (h)(4) of the first sec-
tion of the Act of August 9, 1955 (25 U.S.C. 
415(h)(4)); or 

(ii) have not yet been approved by the Sec-
retary in accordance with clause (i), but that 
the Secretary determines at or prior to the 
time of approval under this paragraph meet 
the requirements of subsection (h)(3) of the 
first section of that Act (25 U.S.C. 415(h)(3)); 
or 

(B) with respect to forest land manage-
ment activities, the Secretary determines— 

(i) are consistent with the regulations of 
the Secretary adopted under the National In-

dian Forest Resources Management Act (25 
U.S.C. 3101 et seq.); and 

(ii) provide for an environmental review 
process that includes— 

(I) the identification and evaluation of any 
significant effects of the proposed action on 
the environment; and 

(II) a process consistent with the regula-
tions referred to in clause (i) for ensuring 
that— 

(aa) the public is informed of, and has a 
reasonable opportunity to comment on, any 
significant environmental impacts of the 
proposed forest land management activity 
identified by the Indian tribe; and 

(bb) the Indian tribe provides responses to 
relevant and substantive public comments 
on any such impacts before the Indian tribe 
approves the forest land management activ-
ity. 

(c) TYPES OF TRANSACTIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—At the discretion of the 

Indian tribe, an Indian trust asset manage-
ment plan may authorize the Indian tribe to 
carry out a surface leasing transaction, a 
forest land management activity, or both. 

(2) SELECTION OF SPECIFIC TRANSACTIONS 
AND ACTIVITIES.—At the discretion of the In-
dian tribe, the Indian tribe may include in 
the integrated resource management plan 
any 1 or more of the transactions and activi-
ties authorized to be included in the plan 
under subsection (b). 

(d) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may pro-

vide technical assistance, on request of an 
Indian tribe, for development of a regulatory 
environmental review process required under 
subsection (b)(2)(B)(ii). 

(2) INDIAN SELF-DETERMINATION AND EDU-
CATION ASSISTANCE ACT.—The technical as-
sistance to be provided by the Secretary pur-
suant to paragraph (1) may be made avail-
able through contracts, grants, or agree-
ments entered into in accordance with, and 
made available to entities eligible for, con-
tracts, grants, or agreements under the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450 et seq.). 

(e) FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.— 
Notwithstanding subsection (b), if an Indian 
tribe carries out a project or activity funded 
by a Federal agency, the Indian tribe shall 
have the authority to rely on the environ-
mental review process of the applicable Fed-
eral agency, rather than any tribal environ-
mental review process under this section. 

(f) DOCUMENTATION.—If an Indian tribe exe-
cutes a surface leasing transaction or forest 
land management activity, pursuant to trib-
al regulations under subsection (b)(2), the In-
dian tribe shall provide to the Secretary 

(1) a copy of the surface leasing trans-
action or forest land management activity 
documents, including any amendments to, or 
renewals of, the applicable transaction; and 

(2) in the case of tribal regulations, a sur-
face leasing transaction, or forest land man-
agement activities that allow payments to 
be made directly to the Indian tribe, docu-
mentation of the payments that is sufficient 
to enable the Secretary to discharge the 
trust responsibility of the United States 
under subsection (g). 

(g) TRUST RESPONSIBILITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The United States shall 

not be liable for losses sustained— 
(A) by an Indian tribe as a result of the 

execution of any forest land management ac-
tivity pursuant to tribal regulations under 
subsection (b); or 

(B) by any party to a lease executed pursu-
ant to tribal regulations under subsection 
(b). 

(2) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY.—Pursuant to 
the authority of the Secretary to fulfill the 
trust obligation of the United States to In-
dian tribes under Federal law (including reg-

ulations), the Secretary may, on reasonable 
notice from the applicable Indian tribe and 
at the discretion of the Secretary, enforce 
the provisions of, or cancel, any lease exe-
cuted by the Indian tribe under this section. 

(h) COMPLIANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—An interested party, after 

exhausting any applicable tribal remedies, 
may submit to the Secretary a petition, at 
such time and in such form as the Secretary 
determines to be appropriate, to review the 
compliance of an applicable Indian tribe 
with any tribal regulations approved by the 
Secretary under this subsection. 

(2) VIOLATIONS.—If the Secretary deter-
mines under paragraph (1) that a violation of 
tribal regulations has occurred, the Sec-
retary may take any action the Secretary 
determines to be necessary to remedy the 
violation, including rescinding the approval 
of the tribal regulations and reassuming re-
sponsibility for the approval of leases of trib-
al trust land. 

(3) DOCUMENTATION.—If the Secretary de-
termines under paragraph (1) that a viola-
tion of tribal regulations has occurred and a 
remedy is necessary, the Secretary shall— 

(A) make a written determination with re-
spect to the regulations that have been vio-
lated; 

(B) provide to the applicable Indian tribe a 
written notice of the alleged violation, to-
gether with the written determination; and 

(C) prior to the exercise of any remedy, the 
rescission of the approval of the regulation 
involved, or the reassumption of the trust 
asset transaction approval responsibilities, 
provide to the applicable Indian tribe— 

(i) a hearing on the record; and 
(ii) a reasonable opportunity to cure the 

alleged violation. 
SEC. 206. EFFECT OF TITLE. 

(a) LIABILITY.—Subject to section 205 and 
this section, nothing in this title or an In-
dian trust asset management plan approved 
under section 204 shall independently dimin-
ish, increase, create, or otherwise affect the 
liability of the United States or an Indian 
tribe participating in the project for any loss 
resulting from the management of an Indian 
trust asset under an Indian trust asset man-
agement plan. 

(b) DEVIATION FROM STANDARD PRAC-
TICES.—The United States shall not be liable 
to any party (including any Indian tribe) for 
any term of, or any loss resulting from the 
terms of, an Indian trust asset management 
plan that provides for management of a trust 
asset at a less-stringent standard than the 
Secretary would otherwise require or adhere 
to in absence of an Indian trust asset man-
agement plan. 

(c) EFFECT OF TERMINATION OF PLAN.—Sub-
section (b) applies to losses resulting from a 
transaction or activity described in that sub-
section even if the Indian trust asset man-
agement plan is terminated under section 
204(d) or rescinded under section 205(h). 

(d) EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sec-

tions 204 and 205 and subsection (e), nothing 
in this title amends or otherwise affects the 
application of any treaty, statute, regula-
tion, or Executive order that is applicable to 
Indian trust assets or the management or ad-
ministration of Indian trust assets. 

(2) INDIAN SELF-DETERMINATION ACT.—Noth-
ing in this title limits or otherwise affects 
the authority of an Indian tribe, including 
an Indian tribe participating in the project, 
to enter into and carry out a contract, com-
pact, or other agreement under the Indian 
Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act (25 U.S.C. 450 et seq.) (including 
regulations). 

(e) SEPARATE APPROVAL.—An Indian tribe 
may submit to the Secretary tribal regula-
tions described in section 205(b) governing 
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forest land management activities for review 
and approval under this title if the Indian 
tribe does not submit or intend to submit an 
Indian trust asset management plan. 

(f) TRUST RESPONSIBILITY.—Nothing in this 
title enhances, diminishes, or otherwise af-
fects the trust responsibility of the United 
States to Indian tribes or individual Indians. 

TITLE III—IMPROVING EFFICIENCY AND 
STREAMLINING PROCESSES 

SEC. 301. PURPOSE. 
The purpose of this title is to ensure a 

more efficient and streamlined administra-
tion of duties of the Secretary of the Interior 
with respect to providing services and pro-
grams to Indians and Indian tribes, including 
the management of Indian trust resources. 
SEC. 302. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) BIA.—The term ‘‘BIA’’ means the Bu-

reau of Indian Affairs. 
(2) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’ 

means the Department of the Interior. 
(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of the Interior. 
(4) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Under 

Secretary’’ means the Under Secretary for 
Indian Affairs established under section 
303(a). 
SEC. 303. UNDER SECRETARY FOR INDIAN AF-

FAIRS. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF POSITION.—Notwith-

standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary may establish in the Department the 
position of Under Secretary for Indian Af-
fairs, who shall report directly to the Sec-
retary. 

(b) APPOINTMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the Under Secretary shall be 
appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—The individual serving as 
the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs on 
the date of enactment of this Act may as-
sume the position of Under Secretary with-
out appointment under paragraph (1), if— 

(A) that individual was appointed as As-
sistant Secretary for Indian Affairs by the 
President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate; and 

(B) not later than 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary ap-
proves the assumption. 

(c) DUTIES.—In addition to any other du-
ties directed by the Secretary, the Under 
Secretary shall— 

(1) coordinate with the Special Trustee for 
American Indians to ensure an orderly tran-
sition of the functions of the Special Trustee 
to one or more appropriate agencies, offices, 
or bureaus within the Department, as deter-
mined by the Secretary; 

(2) to the maximum extent practicable, su-
pervise and coordinate activities and policies 
of the BIA with activities and policies of— 

(A) the Bureau of Reclamation; 
(B) the Bureau of Land Management; 
(C) the Office of Natural Resources Rev-

enue; 
(D) the National Park Service; and 
(E) the United States Fish and Wildlife 

Service; and 
(3) provide for regular consultation with 

Indians and Indian tribes that own interests 
in trust resources and trust fund accounts. 

(d) PERSONNEL PROVISIONS.— 
(1) APPOINTMENTS.—The Under Secretary 

may appoint and fix the compensation of 
such officers and employees as the Under 
Secretary determines to be necessary to 
carry out any function transferred under 
this section. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Except as otherwise 
provided by law— 

(A) any officer or employee described in 
paragraph (1) shall be appointed in accord-
ance with the civil service laws; 

(B) the compensation of such an officer or 
employee shall be fixed in accordance with 
title 5, United States Code; and 

(C) in appointing or otherwise hiring any 
employee, the Under Secretary shall give 
preference to Indians in accordance with sec-
tion 12 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (25 U.S.C. 
472). 
SEC. 304. OFFICE OF SPECIAL TRUSTEE FOR 

AMERICAN INDIANS. 
(a) INFORMATION TO CONGRESS.—Notwith-

standing sections 302 and 303 of the American 
Indian Trust Fund Management Reform Act 
of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 4042 and 4043), not later 
than 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary shall prepare and, 
after consultation with Indian tribes and ap-
propriate Indian organizations, submit to 
the Committee on Natural Resources of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee on 
Indian Affairs of the Senate, and the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate— 

(1) an identification of all functions, other 
than the collection, management, and in-
vestment of Indian trust funds, that the Of-
fice of the Special Trustee performs inde-
pendently or in concert with the BIA or 
other Federal agencies, specifically those 
functions that affect or relate to manage-
ment of nonmonetary trust resources; 

(2) a description of any functions of the Of-
fice of the Special Trustee that will be 
transitioned to other bureaus or agencies 
within the Department prior to the termi-
nation date of the Office, as described in 
paragraph (3), together with the timeframes 
for those transfers; and 

(3) a transition plan and timetable for the 
termination of the Office of the Special 
Trustee, to occur not later than 2 years after 
the date of submission, unless the Secretary 
determines than an orderly transition can-
not be accomplished within 2 years, in which 
case the Secretary shall include— 

(A) a statement of all reasons why the 
transition cannot be effected within that 
time; and 

(B) an alternative date for completing the 
transition. 

(b) FIDUCIARY TRUST OFFICERS.—Subject to 
applicable law and regulations, the Sec-
retary, at the request of an Indian tribe or a 
consortium of Indian tribes, shall include fi-
duciary trust officers in a contract, compact, 
or other agreement under the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act 
(25 U.S.C. 450 et seq.). 

(c) EFFECT OF SECTION.—Nothing in this 
section or the submission required by this 
section— 

(1) shall cause the Office of the Special 
Trustee to terminate; or 

(2) affect the application of sections 302 
and 303 of the American Indian Trust Fund 
Management Reform Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 
4042 and 4043). 
SEC. 305. APPRAISALS AND VALUATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 
304, not later than 18 months after the date 
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary, in 
consultation with Indian tribes and tribal or-
ganizations, shall ensure that appraisals and 
valuations of Indian trust property are ad-
ministered by a single bureau, agency, or 
other administrative entity within the De-
partment. 

(b) MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS.—Not later 
than 1 year after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary shall establish and 
publish in the Federal Register minimum 
qualifications for individuals to prepare ap-
praisals and valuations of Indian trust prop-
erty. 

(c) SECRETARIAL APPROVAL.—In any case in 
which an Indian tribe or Indian beneficiary 
submits to the Secretary an appraisal or 

valuation that satisfies the minimum quali-
fications described in subsection (b), and 
that submission acknowledges the intent of 
the Indian tribe or beneficiary to have the 
appraisal or valuation considered under this 
section, the appraisal or valuation— 

(1) shall not require any additional review 
or approval by the Secretary; and 

(2) shall be considered to be final for pur-
poses of effectuating the transaction for 
which the appraisal or valuation is required. 

SEC. 306. COST SAVINGS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—For any program, func-
tion, service, or activity (or any portion of a 
program, function, service, or activity) of 
the Office of the Special Trustee that will 
not be operated or carried out as a result of 
a transfer of functions and personnel fol-
lowing enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
shall— 

(1) identify the amounts that the Secretary 
would otherwise have expended to operate or 
carry out each program, function, service, 
and activity (or portion of a program, func-
tion, service, or activity); and 

(2) provide to the tribal representatives of 
the Tribal-Interior Budget Council or the 
representative of any other appropriate enti-
ty that advises the Secretary on Indian pro-
gram budget or funding issues a list that de-
scribes— 

(A) the programs, functions, services, and 
activities (or any portion of a program, func-
tion, service, or activity) identified under 
paragraph (1); and 

(B) the amounts associated with each pro-
gram, function, service, and activity (or por-
tion of a program, function, service, or activ-
ity). 

(b) TRIBAL RECOMMENDATIONS.—Not later 
than 90 days after the date of receipt of a list 
under subsection (a)(2), the tribal represent-
atives of the Tribal-Interior Budget Council 
and the representatives of any other appro-
priate entities that advise the Secretary on 
Indian program budget or funding issues may 
provide recommendations regarding how any 
amounts or cost savings should be reallo-
cated, incorporated into future budget re-
quests, or appropriated to— 

(1) the Secretary; 
(2) the Office of Management and Budget; 
(3) the Committee on Appropriations of the 

House of Representatives; 
(4) the Committee on Natural Resources of 

the House of Representatives; 
(5) the Committee on Appropriations of the 

Senate; and 
(6) the Committee on Indian Affairs of the 

Senate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the 
gentlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms. 
TSONGAS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

812, which is sponsored by our re-
spected colleague from Idaho, Con-
gressman SIMPSON. This measure re-
forms tribal sovereignty made to 
America’s Indian nations. 

Specifically, this bill provides new 
authority to tribal governments to 
manage and develop their trust assets 
according to their own best judgment 
and the wishes of their own constitu-
encies rather than an historically inept 
and often clueless bureaucracy in 
Washington. These nations are either 
sovereign or they are not, and the es-
sence of sovereignty is self-determina-
tion. 

Under this act, participating tribes 
will have the option of entering into 
disagreements with the Department of 
the Interior to take over management 
of the resources within their own juris-
dictions. This bill also builds upon 
other congressional initiatives like the 
HEARTH Act of 2012, which deferred to 
a tribe’s own judgment about what is 
in the best interests for their own 
lands. 

This bill has strong bipartisan sup-
port both here in the House as well as 
the U.S. Senate. Additionally, the bill 
is supported by the National Congress 
of American Indians, Confederated 
Tribes of the Colville Reservation, the 
Intertribal Timber Council, and the Af-
filiated Tribes of Northwest Indians, 
which include 57 tribal governments in 
Oregon, Idaho, Washington, southeast 
Alaska, northern California, and Mon-
tana. 

I urge passage of the bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 812 will take an 
important step in fulfilling our fidu-
ciary responsibility to Indian tribes by 
modernizing the Indian trust asset 
management system. 

The Indian Trust Asset Reform Act 
will streamline the bureaucratic proc-
ess that has often been a hindrance to 
successful trust management, while 
also rightfully giving tribes the options 
to manage their own assets. 

Through the trust asset demonstra-
tion project created in the bill, tribes 
can, at their own election, develop 
asset management plans with the Sec-
retary of the Interior in order to better 
manage and develop their lands and 
natural resources. 

As has been shown time and time 
again, tribal governments are the ones 
best suited to make decisions for their 
own people and their own communities. 

Additionally, while the Office of the 
Special Trustee, or OST, has imple-
mented positive reforms since its cre-
ation in 1994, the time has come to 
transition to a more modern, efficient, 
and accountable system for the man-
agement of Indian trust resources. 

To that end, H.R. 812 would consoli-
date the functions of the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs and the OST into one of-
fice within the Department of the Inte-
rior, headed by a new undersecretary of 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. Speaker, we fully support H.R. 
812, and I urge its swift adoption. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the distinguished gentleman from 
Idaho (Mr. SIMPSON), the author of this 
measure and an indefatigable fighter 
for the Indian nations of our country. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank the full committee chair-
man, Mr. BISHOP; the ranking member, 
Mr. GRIJALVA; the subcommittee chair-
man, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, and the ranking 
member, Ms. TSONGAS, for considering 
this bill. 

The relationship between Native 
Americans and the United States Gov-
ernment is complicated, not well un-
derstood, and filled with inconsist-
encies. Today Indian Country faces a 
number of serious challenges, ranging 
from addressing abject poverty to try-
ing to promote economic development 
in the face of inefficient bureaucracy. 

The Federal Government has a trust 
responsibility to meet its commit-
ments to Indian Country. Yet in many 
cases, Federal agencies hinder, rather 
than help, tribes provide for their 
members. This is illustrated by the set-
tlement of the Cobell litigation and the 
scores of tribal trust lawsuits over the 
past few years, which have cost tax-
payers more than $5.5 billion. 

A number of tribes, including many 
in the Northwest, have been working to 
address some of the challenges that 
they face in managing tribal trust as-
sets. Many tribes are capable of effec-
tively and efficiently managing their 
own assets—and often are better 
equipped to do so than the agencies 
currently responsible for that manage-
ment. Yet, in order to have a say in 
how these assets are managed, they 
must swim upstream against a mud-
dled Federal bureaucracy. 

This is why I introduced H.R. 812, the 
Indian Trust Asset Reform Act. This 
legislation had its origins with the 
tribes themselves, which is where Con-
gress should always start when it takes 
up issues affecting Indian Country. 
H.R. 812 was developed and has been en-
dorsed by the Affiliated Tribes of 
Northwest Indians, the National Con-
gress of American Indians, the United 
South & Eastern Tribes, the Intertribal 
Timber Council, and the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce. 

H.R. 812 will do several things to 
modernize the Federal Government’s 
role in managing Indian trust property. 
First, it would establish a voluntary 
demonstration project to give Indian 
tribes more control over the manage-
ment of their trust assets. This will 
provide Indian tribes with new flexi-
bility to direct management of these 
assets under tribal standards rather 
than Federal standards that are often 
outdated and inefficient. 

As part of the negotiated demonstra-
tion project, Indian tribes would be 
able to conduct forest management ac-
tivities on their own tribal lands 

through a process similar to the 
HEARTH Act of 2012, which the admin-
istration has strongly supported and 
has proven successful in promoting 
tribal self-determination and self-gov-
ernance. 

H.R. 812 would also authorize the In-
dian tribes and Indian beneficiaries, on 
a voluntary basis, to obtain appraisals 
of their trust property without having 
to wait for the Department of the Inte-
rior to approve them. This new author-
ity would provide relief to all in Indian 
Country who currently endure lengthy 
delays in selling or leasing their trust 
land while they wait for the Depart-
ment to review and approve appraisals. 

Finally, the bill would direct the 
Secretary of the Interior to consult 
with Indian Country and provide cer-
tain information to Congress about the 
Office of the Special Trustee. OST was 
originally intended as a temporary en-
tity to oversee certain financial re-
forms of Indian trust funds at the De-
partment of the Interior. More than 20 
years later, OST has significant in-
volvement in the day-to-day trans-
actions. Tribes have long complained 
about the miscommunications, delays, 
and inefficiencies that result from try-
ing to navigate the processes of both 
OST and the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
The information the bill requires the 
Secretary to provide will assist Con-
gress in determining the future of OST. 

It is worth noting that this bill has 
undergone a number of changes since 
introduction. The bill has been revised 
to incorporate input not only from the 
committees of jurisdiction in both 
Chambers, but also from the Depart-
ment of the Interior, the Department 
of Justice, tribal organizations, and in-
dividual Indian tribes. 

The Congressional Budget Office has 
found that H.R. 812 would not affect 
the Federal Government’s overall 
costs. 

I would also point out that H.R. 812 is 
a voluntary program intended to pro-
vide tribes with new flexibility to pro-
mote economic development. Where 
tribes are not willing or able to take on 
these responsibilities, they will not 
have to. 

H.R. 812 is just one aspect in a larger 
conversation on improving the man-
agement of tribal trust assets. If en-
acted into law, this bill would be an 
important step in providing tribes with 
the autonomy they need to manage 
their assets and spur economic growth 
in their communities. 

I want to thank Chairman MCCLIN-
TOCK and his committee, and Chairmen 
BISHOP and YOUNG and their staffs for 
their work on this bill. They have held 
two hearings and graciously taken 
input from tribes and the administra-
tion, which is why we are here today 
with this legislation. 

b 1445 

Finally, I want to thank the tribes 
that have offered their expertise in the 
crafting of this bill. Just like the in-
tentions of the underlying bill, Indian 
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Country deserves to be in the driver’s 
seat when making decisions about 
their own future. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HECK). 

Mr. HECK of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to support H.R. 812, the 
Indian Trust Asset Reform Act, and I 
commend it to you for your positive 
consideration. 

When you stop and think about it, 
this word ‘‘trust’’ actually has two 
pretty distinct meanings. It can be the 
belief that someone or something is 
honest, trustworthy, the belief that 
you can take them at their word. 

On the other hand, ‘‘trust’’ can also 
be a financial or a property arrange-
ment. A trust is legally held or man-
aged by someone else. It could be for 
your kids or your grandkids or any 
beneficiary. 

But the irony is a trust in the prop-
erty management sense is that that 
often arises out of a lack of trust, as in 
honesty, when it comes to the person 
or source receiving the money. It is not 
a check handed over. It is a financial 
arrangement with conditions or re-
quirements. 

When it comes to Indian Country, 
they have plenty of historical reasons 
to lack trust when it comes to the Fed-
eral Government; but, the Federal Gov-
ernment does not have reasons to not 
trust Indian Country’s ability to man-
age their own resources, and natural 
resources are what have always been 
the most important asset in Indian 
Country. 

The Indian Trust Asset Reform Act is 
based on the simple notion that Indian 
Country prospers when tribes have the 
opportunity to make their own deci-
sions and chart their own paths. This is 
what self-determination looks like. 
This is what sovereignty looks like. 

Many tribes, particularly those in 
my home State of Washington, are 
among the largest employers and nat-
ural resource managers in the entire 
region. Tribes in the Pacific Northwest 
have an abundance of trust resources 
on their land, from timber to range-
land, to fishery resources. 

These tribes count on the ability to 
make decisions quickly to adjust to 
changing circumstances and to main-
tain vibrant communities for their 
members and the region as a whole. 

H.R. 812 advances this idea by giving 
tribes new authority to propose and 
enter into management plans with the 
Department of Interior, plans that put 
the tribes in the driver’s seat. 

H.R. 812 also returns more control to 
tribal members, who are often frus-
trated by, as has been noted earlier, 
years-long delays that they must go 
through in obtaining Federal approval 
to sell or lease or otherwise manage 
their trust lands. 

H.R. 812 would give individuals and 
tribes a new option to complete these 
transactions without having to wait 
for the Department of Interior to go 

through all that lengthy review and ap-
proval process. 

Accordingly, it will save time, it will 
save money, but, most importantly, it 
will allow the tribes to make their own 
decisions about how to use their his-
toric lands. 

When we find commonsense fixes like 
this, we restore some of the trust, in 
the first meaning of the word, and 
build upon the trust that is already 
there. 

Twenty-seven years ago, if I may 
make a personal note, I had the privi-
lege to join the office of Governor 
Booth Gardner in a role that would 
quickly become chief of staff. Fairly 
shortly, we signed off on a document 
known as the Centennial Accord. My 
good friend and colleague from Wash-
ington State will recall it well. 

Basically, it was the first memori-
alization in the history of the United 
States that recognized the govern-
ment-to-government relationship be-
tween the tribes and the State of Wash-
ington. 

I have said regularly since, in an 
intermittent public service career ex-
tending back 40-some years, I have no 
higher point of pride than the small 
role I played in that, lo, those many 
years ago. 

Accordingly, I would like to thank 
Congressman SIMPSON very much for 
his leadership on this bill and for al-
lowing me the privilege to be the 
Democratic lead cosponsor. 

I would like to add my expression of 
gratitude to Chairman MCCLINTOCK and 
the gentlewoman from Massachusetts 
(Ms. TSONGAS) as well as our ranking 
member, all those involved. 

I would like to thank the Affiliated 
Tribes of Northwest Indians and its 
Trust Reform Committee. Let it not go 
unsaid that there was a decade of work 
leading up to today, a decade of work. 

‘‘Sovereignty’’ means sovereignty. 
‘‘Government-to-government’’ means 
just exactly that. The fact of the mat-
ter is we have a moral and a legal and 
sometimes a treaty obligation to fulfill 
that government-to-government rela-
tionship. It is the right thing to do. 

It is in that spirit that I submit H.R. 
812 for your favorable consideration. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
NEWHOUSE), my colleague on the Nat-
ural Resources Committee. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the chairman from California 
(Mr. MCCLINTOCK) for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, last summer more than 
400,000 acres of tribal land in the 
Northwest burned with the Colville and 
the Yakama Tribes, which are in my 
district, enduring the worst fire season 
in a generation. 

The Colville Indian Reservation 
alone saw 250,000 acres burned, con-
sumed, by that blaze, much of which 
consisted of commercial timber. 

The Indian Trust Asset Reform Act, 
H.R. 812, will authorize Indian tribes on 
a voluntary basis to carry out forest 

management activities on their own 
tribal lands without requiring review 
and approval by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. It will allow the Colville, the 
Yakama, and other tribes across the 
West to move salvage log sales more 
quickly than is possible under the cur-
rent BIA process. 

Providing tribes who maintain their 
timber resources with the authority to 
make these management decisions will 
expedite on-the-ground activity and 
open new doors to attract investment. 
In fact, I would argue that we should 
also give more control to States and lo-
calities in addition to these tribes. 

The new authority derived in H.R. 812 
will provide additional benefits to 
tribes with timber resources. The 
Colville Tribe has been attempting to 
reopen a sawmill in Omak, Wash-
ington, also in my district, since 2009. 

One of the primary impediments to 
reopening has been the BIA’s unwill-
ingness to approve longer term agree-
ments between the tribe and third- 
party investors. This new authority in 
this bill will allow tribes to enter into 
these type of agreements on their own, 
resulting in the creation of additional 
jobs as well as economic activity. 

Last September, while catastrophic 
wildfires continued to burn across cen-
tral Washington, Secretary Jewell vis-
ited the Colville Reservation and saw 
the devastation firsthand. Mr. Speaker, 
before the next fire season begins, sig-
nificant resources will be needed to re-
plant these forests as well as rehabili-
tate these landscapes. 

The administration has not done 
enough to provide these tribes with the 
resources they need. We must correct 
that. We must make this change in 
order to ensure that these forests can 
continue to be a viable and productive 
resource for the tribes and commu-
nities in my district, my State, and the 
rest of the country. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge adoption of the bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 812, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

KENNESAW MOUNTAIN NATIONAL 
BATTLEFIELD PARK BOUNDARY 
ADJUSTMENT ACT OF 2015 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3371) to adjust the boundary 
of the Kennesaw Mountain National 
Battlefield Park to include the Wallis 
House and Harriston Hill, and for other 
purposes. 
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The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3371 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kennesaw 
Mountain National Battlefield Park Bound-
ary Adjustment Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-

field Park was authorized as a unit of the 
National Park System on June 26, 1935. Prior 
to 1935, parts of the park had been acquired 
and protected by Civil War veterans and the 
War Department. 

(2) Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park protects Kennesaw Mountain and 
Kolb’s Farm, which are battle sites along the 
route of General Sherman’s 1864 campaign to 
take Atlanta. 

(3) Most of the park protects Confederate 
positions and strategy. The Wallis House is 
one of the few original structures remaining 
from the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain asso-
ciated with Union positions and strategy. 

(4) The Wallis House is strategically lo-
cated next to a Union signal station at 
Harriston Hill. 
SEC. 3. BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT; LAND ACQUISI-

TION; ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT.—The boundary 

of the Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park is modified to include the approxi-
mately 8 acres identified as ‘‘Wallis House 
and Harriston Hill’’, and generally depicted 
on the map titled ‘‘Kennesaw Mountain Na-
tional Battlefield Park, Proposed Boundary 
Adjustment’’, numbered 325/80,020, and dated 
February 2010. 

(b) MAP.—The map referred to in sub-
section (a) shall be on file and available for 
inspection in the appropriate offices of the 
National Park Service. 

(c) LAND ACQUISITION.—The Secretary of 
the Interior is authorized to acquire, from 
willing owners only, land or interests in land 
described in subsection (a) by donation or ex-
change. 

(d) ADMINISTRATION OF ACQUIRED LANDS.— 
The Secretary of the Interior shall admin-
ister land and interests in land acquired 
under this section as part of the Kennesaw 
Mountain National Battlefield Park in ac-
cordance with applicable laws and regula-
tions. 

(e) WRITTEN CONSENT OF OWNER.—No non- 
Federal property may be included in the 
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield 
Park without the written consent of the 
owner. This provision shall apply only to 
those portions of the Park added under sub-
section (a). 

(f) NO USE OF CONDEMNATION.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior may not acquire by 
condemnation any land or interests in land 
under this Act or for the purposes of this 
Act. 

(g) NO BUFFER ZONE CREATED.—Nothing in 
this Act, the establishment of the Kennesaw 
Mountain National Battlefield Park, or the 
management plan for the Kennesaw Moun-
tain National Battlefield Park shall be con-
strued to create buffer zones outside of the 
Park. That activities or uses can be seen, 
heard, or detected from areas within the 
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield 
Park shall not preclude, limit, control, regu-
late or determine the conduct or manage-
ment of activities or uses outside the Park. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the 
gentlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms. 
TSONGAS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

H.R. 3371, introduced by our col-
league BARRY LOUDERMILK, expands the 
boundary of the Kennesaw National 
Battlefield Park. 

It also authorizes the Secretary of 
the Interior to acquire approximately 8 
acres of land only by donation or ex-
change from willing sellers. The ex-
panded area includes the historic Wal-
lis House and Harriston Hill. 

Wallis House is one of the few re-
maining structures associated with the 
Kennesaw Mountain Civil War battle, 
while Harriston Hill was strategically 
significant as the Union signal station. 

The Battle of Kennesaw Mountain in 
June of 1864 was critical to the Union 
campaign to split the Confederacy, and 
although it was a tactical victory for 
the Confederate, it opened the way for 
the Union’s strategic victory of taking 
Atlanta. 

The sacrifices of more than 3,000 
Union troops on Kennesaw Mountain 
made possible Sherman’s famous tele-
gram to Lincoln 3 months later that 
‘‘Atlanta is ours, and fairly won.’’ 

These battlefields remind succeeding 
generations of Americans of the price 
paid by so many for the preservation of 
our Constitution and the liberty it pro-
tects and the enormous responsibility 
that each of us has to maintain and de-
fend that same Constitution today. 

I urge passage of the bill. 
I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
This bill adjusts the boundary of the 

Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park in Georgia to include two 
historically significant structures, the 
Wallace House and Kolb’s Farm, and to 
assist in the preservation of the story 
of the Atlanta Campaign. 

Between June 19 and July 2, 1864, a 
series of battles occurred here between 
Union and Confederate forces. The loss 
of Kennesaw Mountain removed one of 
the last major geographic obstacles 
protecting Atlanta, which eventually 
fell to the Union Army in September of 
1864. 

The bill will allow for the donation of 
approximately 8 acres to Kennesaw Na-
tional Battlefield Park, a unit of the 
National Park Service. 

I want to thank my colleague from 
Georgia, Representative BARRY 
LOUDERMILK, for continuing to support 
the preservation of the history of this 
great country. 

The Civil War was a significant event 
in the history of this country and re-
mains relevant as we grapple with civil 
rights discussions today. 

The preservation of these sites rein-
forces Congress’ dedication to equality 
and enables the National Park Service 
to interpret and tell our national 
story. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LOUDERMILK), the author of this meas-
ure. 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the chairman for the time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 
House Resolution 3371, a bill that will 
add valuable historical property to the 
Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park. 

This park, which is located in Geor-
gia’s 11th Congressional District, is a 
site of significant battles that took 
place during America’s bloodiest con-
flict, the Civil War. 

Our Nation has long recognized the 
importance of preserving historical 
sites, especially those battlefields 
where Americans fought and died for 
freedom. Sites such as Kennesaw 
Mountain National Battlefield Park 
allow us to look back in time and get 
a glimpse of events that help shaped 
our Nation. 

It is extremely important that we 
understand our history; otherwise, we 
will be destined to repeat the mistakes 
of the past. 

A recent study of American history 
education revealed that, while 98 per-
cent of college students could identify 
that Snoop Doggy Dogg was a rapper, 
only 23 percent of college seniors could 
identify that James Madison was the 
father of the Constitution. 

b 1500 

Mr. Speaker, it is now more impor-
tant than ever that the generations fol-
lowing us have access to these historic 
sites and to the educational opportuni-
ties they provide, or we risk losing 
touch with our history. It is extremely 
important to restore the comprehen-
sive study of American history in our 
schools. However, it is equally impor-
tant to preserve the places at which 
significant events in our history took 
place. 

This bill that I have sponsored will 
simply allow Kennesaw Mountain Na-
tional Battlefield Park to acquire two 
pieces of property that will add to the 
historic and educational value of this 
battlefield. 

One of the properties this bill will 
preserve is a home that was built in 
1853 by Mr. Josiah Wallis. Mr. Wallis 
built this home for his family, but it 
was eventually used as a hospital by 
the Confederate Army during the Civil 
War. 

In 1864, the Wallis House fell into the 
hands of General William Sherman of 
the Union Army during his campaign 
to take Atlanta. The house served as 
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Sherman’s headquarters during the 
Battle of Kolb’s Farm, which was a re-
sounding victory for the Union Army; 
but the victory was not without cost. 
When the smoke cleared, over 350 
Union soldiers and over 1,000 Confed-
erate soldiers lay dead. 

Five days later, Union General Oliver 
Howard used the Wallis House as his 
headquarters and communications cen-
ter during the Battle of Kennesaw 
Mountain, one of the bloodiest 1-day 
battles of the entire war. This was also 
the last major battle before Atlanta 
fell to Union forces. While the assault 
by General Sherman was a tactical 
failure in its costing the lives of 3,000 
of his men, the battle also inflicted 
heavy losses on the Confederates. After 
losing another 1,000 men, the Confed-
erate Army could not stop General 
Sherman on his march to Atlanta. 

Adjacent to the Wallis House are 8 
acres of land, known as Harriston Hill. 
This property offers a sweeping view of 
the valley leading to the Confederate 
line on top of Kennesaw Mountain, and 
it was used by the Union as a signaling 
position during the battle. This loca-
tion is essential for park visitors to un-
derstand the strategic positions taken 
by the Union and Confederate Armies 
during the battle. 

In addition to being critical sites in 
Civil War history, the Wallis House and 
Harriston Hill are two of the few origi-
nal locations remaining from the Bat-
tle of Kennesaw Mountain that are as-
sociated with the Union Army. Most of 
the park’s current attractions cor-
respond with Confederate history, so 
these additions will prove to be major 
historical acquisitions that will en-
hance the value of the park and provide 
insight into the Union’s side of the 
story. 

In 2002, the Cobb County Government 
purchased the Wallis House and 
Harriston Hill in order to prevent the 
house from being demolished. Since 
then, the county has been seeking to 
transfer the property to the park. My 
bill simply modifies the boundary of 
Kennesaw Mountain National Battle-
field Park to include the house and the 
hill, and it authorizes the park to ac-
quire the property by donation. Along 
with the Cobb County Government, 
this bill is supported by the National 
Park Service, by Kennesaw Mountain 
Park, and by several park volunteer or-
ganizations and historical societies in 
my district. 

This legislation is an essential step 
toward preserving our Nation’s herit-
age, and it is a valuable part of Civil 
War history. The Wallis House and 
Harriston Hill will provide tremendous 
educational and historical value to 
Kennesaw Mountain Park; and it is my 
hope that the park will quickly acquire 
this property and will restore it to its 
original condition for visitors to enjoy 
for generations to come. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge the passage of this bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

JODY B. HICE of Georgia). The question 
is on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCCLIN-
TOCK) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 3371. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DELAWARE WATER GAP NATIONAL 
RECREATION AREA IMPROVE-
MENT ACT AMENDMENT 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3620) to amend the Delaware 
Water Gap National Recreation Area 
Improvement Act to provide access to 
certain vehicles serving residents of 
municipalities adjacent to the Dela-
ware Water Gap National Recreation 
Area, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3620 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. VEHICULAR ACCESS AND FEES. 

Section 4 of the Delaware Water Gap Na-
tional Recreation Area Improvement Act 
(Public Law 109–156) is amended to read as 
follows: 
‘‘SEC. 4. USE OF CERTAIN ROADS WITHIN THE 

RECREATION AREA. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this section, Highway 209, a feder-
ally owned road within the boundaries of the 
Recreation Area, shall be closed to all com-
mercial vehicles. 

‘‘(b) EXCEPTION FOR LOCAL BUSINESS USE.— 
Until September 30, 2020, subsection (a) shall 
not apply with respect to the use of commer-
cial vehicles that have four or fewer axles 
and are— 

‘‘(1) owned and operated by a business 
physically located in— 

‘‘(A) the Recreation Area; or 
‘‘(B) one or more adjacent municipalities; 

or 
‘‘(2) necessary to provide services to busi-

nesses or persons located in— 
‘‘(A) the Recreation Area; or 
‘‘(B) one of more adjacent municipalities. 
‘‘(c) FEE.—The Secretary shall establish a 

fee and permit program for the use by com-
mercial vehicles of Highway 209 under sub-
section (b). The program shall include an an-
nual fee not to exceed $200 per vehicle. All 
fees received under the program shall be set 
aside in a special account and be available, 
without further appropriation, to the Sec-
retary for the administration and enforce-
ment of the program, including registering 
vehicles, issuing permits and vehicle identi-
fication stickers, and personnel costs. 

‘‘(d) EXCEPTIONS.—The following vehicles 
may use Highway 209 and shall not be subject 
to a fee or permit requirement under sub-
section (c): 

‘‘(1) Local school buses. 
‘‘(2) Fire, ambulance, and other safety and 

emergency vehicles. 
‘‘(3) Commercial vehicles using Federal 

Road Route 209, from— 
‘‘(A) Milford to the Delaware River Bridge 

leading to U.S. Route 206 in New Jersey; and 

‘‘(B) mile 0 of Federal Road Route 209 to 
Pennsylvania State Route 2001.’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 2 of the Delaware Water Gap Na-
tional Recreation Area Improvement Act 
(Public Law 109–156) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through 
(5) as paragraphs (2) through (6), respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting before paragraph (2) (as so 
redesignated by paragraph (1) of this section) 
the following: 

‘‘(1) ADJACENT MUNICIPALITIES.—The term 
‘adjacent municipalities’ means Delaware 
Township, Dingman Township, Lehman 
Township, Matamoras Borough, Middle 
Smithfield Township, Milford Borough, Mil-
ford Township, Smithfield Township and 
Westfall Township, in Pennsylvania.’’. 
SEC. 3. CONFORMING AMENDMENT. 

Section 702 of the Omnibus Parks and Pub-
lic Lands Management Act of 1996 (Public 
Law 104–333) is repealed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the 
gentlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms. 
TSONGAS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous materials on the 
bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

H.R. 3620, introduced by Congressman 
TOM MARINO, amends the Delaware 
Water Gap National Recreation Area 
Improvement Act to allow a road in 
the recreation area to continue to be 
used by commercial vehicles that serve 
the local communities adjoining this 
federally designated land. It is entirely 
in keeping with one of our principal ob-
jectives for Federal land use policy: to 
restore the Federal Government as a 
good neighbor to the communities im-
pacted by the Federal lands. 

Before the Federal Government took 
control of 70,000 acres of land adjacent 
to the Delaware River in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey, highway 209 served as 
a major trucking route for commerce. 
Legislation that created the recreation 
area and implemented it sought to pro-
hibit commercial vehicles from using 
this public highway, promising to es-
tablish alternate routes. Yet, despite 
three extensions of the deadline, local 
residents and businesses in the commu-
nities of Delaware Township, Dingman 
Township, Lehman Township, 
Metamoras Borough, Middle Smithfield 
Township, Milford Borough, Milford 
Township, Smithfield Township, and 
Westfall Township in Pennsylvania are 
directly threatened by the impending 
limitation. 

H.R. 3620 would protect the people of 
these communities from this unneces-
sary disruption and inconvenience by 
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allowing commercial vehicles serving 
these communities to continue to use 
this long-established highway. Specifi-
cally, it directs the Department of the 
Interior to establish a fee and permit 
program for commercial vehicles serv-
ing these communities. 

This bill enjoys broad support in the 
affected communities, and Congress-
man MARINO should be commended for 
his efforts to resolve this vexing issue 
for his constituents. 

I urge the passage of the bill, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

This bill amends the Delaware Water 
Gap National Recreation Area Im-
provement Act to extend the author-
ization of a waiver for certain commer-
cial traffic on U.S. Route 209, a feder-
ally owned highway that runs through 
the Delaware Water Gap National 
Recreation Area. 

When Congress decided to restrict 
commercial traffic on the portion of 
the highway that runs through the 
recreation area, the law included an ex-
emption for certain vehicles that be-
long to nearby businesses and munic-
ipal governments. This bill provides a 
5-year extension of that exemption in 
order to facilitate continued access for 
local residents. 

It is supported by the National Park 
Service, and I urge my colleagues to 
support its adoption. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield such time as he may consume to 
the author of this measure, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
MARINO). 

Mr. MARINO. I thank the chairman. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my 

bill to reauthorize commercial traffic 
along Route 209 through the Delaware 
Water Gap National Recreation Area. 

For nearly 5 months now, uncer-
tainty has reigned over this 21-mile 
stretch of road that is running through 
my district. Over 30 years ago, the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania—as 
the chairman so eloquently stated— 
transferred Route 209, then a State 
road, to the National Park Service. 

As commercial thru traffic is banned 
on roads within our national parks, it 
would also be so on this stretch of 
Route 209; but, at that time, a 10-year 
exemption was made to support the 
local freight transportation industry 
and because acceptable alternative 
routes were unavailable. After multiple 
extensions, the most recent commer-
cial vehicle authorization expired at 
the end of September of 2015. 

To address the problem, county and 
township officials from the sur-
rounding areas met with the National 
Park Service and my staff to negotiate 
a new plan. They recognized the con-
tinued need to allow some commercial 
vehicle access, and they settled on the 
carefully crafted language we are con-
sidering today. 

The work to produce this extension 
acknowledges the continued need of 

employers, businesses, and homeowners 
I represent in Pike and Monroe Coun-
ties. The expiration in September cast 
a cloud on the local business commu-
nity and put countless jobs in jeopardy. 
Passing this bill so that it can be swift-
ly considered by the Senate is impera-
tive as the weather warms and business 
activity increases through the region. 

I thank Chairman BISHOP for his sup-
port and assistance in bringing this bill 
to the floor as quickly as possible. I 
urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge passage of the bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3620. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING PENN STATE’S MIKE 
HERR, ‘‘MIKE THE MAILMAN’’ 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate 
Mike Herr on his retirement from the 
United States Postal Service. For gen-
erations of students at Penn State Uni-
versity, Mike is lovingly known as 
‘‘Mike the Mailman.’’ 

Mike’s first day with the Postal 
Service was April 1, 1968—48 years to 
the day of his expected retirement this 
year. In his nearly five decades of 
working at the university’s main cam-
pus in State College, he has formed 
bonds with countless students and has 
become a fixture at the school’s annual 
dance marathon, also known as 
THON—the largest student-run philan-
thropy in the world. In fact, Mike has 
become known for delivering Mack 
Trucks that are full of letters and 
packages for dancers who are partici-
pating in the event. 

When asked about becoming a Penn 
State campus institution, Mike said: 
‘‘My secret is fairly simple: kindness 
matters; humor always helps; staying 
enthusiastic about the big and little 
things and showing compassion to 
every single person that I meet.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, these are words that we 
can all live by, and I wish ‘‘Mike the 
Mailman’’ the best of luck in his retire-
ment. 

f 

THE GENOCIDE OF CHRISTIANS 
AND OTHER RELIGIOUS MINORI-
TIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Ne-

braska (Mr. FORTENBERRY) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rials on the subject of this Special 
Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I 

had the extraordinary privilege of 
being in the room when Pope Francis 
was given a small cross, a crucifix. 
This crucifix belonged to a young Syr-
ian man who had been captured by the 
jihadis and then given a choice—con-
vert or die—and he chose. He chose his 
ancient faith tradition. 

He chose Christ. 
And he was beheaded. 
His mother was able to recover his 

body and the crucifix that he wore and 
bury him, and then she subsequently 
made her way to Austria by which this 
cross came into the possession of the 
Holy Father. 

This type of incident—the killings, 
the beheadings, the crucifixions, the 
immolations—occurs day, after day, 
after day to the beleaguered religious 
minorities of the Middle East—the 
Christians, the Yazidis, and others— 
who have ancient faith traditions, who 
have every right to be in their ancient 
homelands as does anyone else. 

b 1515 

This is a genocide. This is a delib-
erate attempt to exterminate an entire 
set of peoples based upon their faith. 

Mr. Speaker, in the year 2004, then- 
Secretary of State Colin Powell came 
to the United States Congress and in a 
committee hearing—the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee—he declared 
what was happening in Darfur in Sudan 
a genocide. In making that simple dec-
laration, using that powerful word, he 
helped put an end to that grim reality. 

Thankfully, what is happening now 
that should give the beleaguered com-
munities of the Middle East some hope 
is that there is an international coali-
tion developing that has recognized the 
fact that this is a genocide being com-
mitted. 

Nearly 200 Members of the United 
States Congress, this body, have signed 
on and are cosponsoring a resolution 
that declares this a genocide. The 
International Association of Genocide 
Scholars has stated it as such. 

Others, including the Yazidi commu-
nity, the United States Catholic 
bishops, Pope Francis himself, Hillary 
Clinton and MARCO RUBIO, both Presi-
dential candidates, have declared this 
to be a genocide. 

Genocide is a powerful word. It 
evokes special meaning. It creates the 
conditions for when there hopefully is 
inevitably and perhaps miraculously 
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some proper settlement in the Middle 
East—security arrangements, political, 
economic, and cultural settlement— 
that the religious minorities of that 
area who once made up the rich tap-
estry of that region will have their 
rightful place restored and re-
integrated back into those commu-
nities. 

This would give hope again to per-
secuted peoples. It provides a gateway 
for the discussion of further policy rec-
ommendations, for instance, that could 
place people who are being forced to 
flee under the threat of genocide in 
proximity to where their ancient 
homeland is so that, once stability is 
restored, they can return and reclaim 
what is rightfully theirs. 

A little while back when the Yazidi 
community, primarily women and chil-
dren, were trapped on Mount Sinjar, 
President Obama, to his credit, acted 
quickly. 

The House of Representatives had 
passed a resolution calling for addi-
tional humanitarian assistance, and 
the President, with great deliberate-
ness, decided to save their lives. I want 
to personally state that I am grateful 
for that. 

I represent the largest Yazidi refugee 
community in America. This is an an-
cient faith tradition that usually en-
joyed a quiet and peaceable life in 
areas of Iraq and who began to come 
under increasing pressure during the 
Iraq war and now are, of course, sub-
jected to ISIL’s attempt to extermi-
nate them. They were saved by quick 
action. 

So in an exchange with Secretary 
Kerry today, I commended the admin-
istration for that quick action to save 
the Yazidis and I asked the administra-
tion to actively consider and call this 
what it is, a genocide. 

When we do so, again we create the 
conditions not only for which the 
international consciousness on this 
problem will be raised and other inter-
national organizations, including the 
European Union Parliament who have 
spoken to it. Other parliaments around 
the world have also declared this a 
genocide. 

However, in our complicated times, 
we rush from urgency to urgency. It is 
difficult to keep the mind focused be-
cause the horrors that continue to 
come at us are so extreme we almost 
get numb to it all. Yet, we have to act. 
In doing so, we can save lives. 

We can reposition and potentially 
preserve the remnant of the rich tap-
estry of minority voices that are crit-
ical to stability in the Middle East and 
are critical to saving civilization itself 
and stopping this grievous assault on 
human dignity. 

That is why I urged the Secretary to 
make the declaration of genocide. It 
was a thoughtful exchange, but we will 
continue to do so. 

I am so grateful to so many of my 
colleagues who, again, have signed 
onto this resolution that calls it such, 
a genocide against the Christian 
Yazidis and others. 

I am also grateful to have some col-
leagues here, including my good friend, 
Congressman DAN LIPINSKI of Illinois, 
who has tirelessly spoken to the issue 
of human rights and stood for life, 
stood for stability, stood for justice on 
the whole spectrum of issues that are 
facing humanity now. 

I yield to the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. LIPINSKI) so that he may give us 
his consideration on this essential 
topic. 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I only 
have a few minutes this afternoon. No 
matter how busy things get, there has 
to be time to come here to stand up for 
basic human rights. 

I thank Congressman FORTENBERRY 
and, also, Congresswoman ESHOO for 
organizing today’s Special Order and 
for all the work that they have done to 
speak out on this issue of protecting 
all of those minority groups who are 
under threat, so many murdered, driv-
en from their homes. 

It is very important that we focus 
the eyes of Congress and the Nation on 
this humanitarian tragedy that is hap-
pening in Syria and Iraq. I think it is 
very important. It is really past time, 
as far as I am concerned, but it is never 
too late. 

We need to stand up and pass H. Con. 
Res. 75 for this Congress to declare 
that there is a genocide that is going 
on. The genocide is against not just 
Yazidis, but also Christians, Turkmen, 
and other groups in Syria and Iraq and 
in the region. 

Since 2013, when ISIL began their 
murderous march through Syria and 
northern Iraq, the world has witnessed 
the targeted killing of all of these 
groups that I have mentioned. As I 
said, we should have done this a while 
ago. The United States should have 
stood up and declared this a genocide. 

Now, it seems there are reports, at 
least, that the United States may be 
declaring that there is a genocide of 
the Yazidis. While certainly no one is 
going to downplay that, as my col-
league mentioned, we all remember 
what happened with the Yazidis 
trapped on Mount Sinjar and the quick 
intervention that helped to save so 
many lives and the continued genocide 
going on against the Yazidis. 

We don’t want to downplay that in 
any way, but I think it is important 
that we recognize it is not just the 
Yazidis who are suffering from geno-
cide. 

In fact, the State Department’s re-
port on International Religious Free-
dom for 2014 acknowledged that ISIL 
was systematically targeting religious 
minorities it considered heretical and 
that their abuses disproportionately af-
fected religious minorities, with be-
tween 100,000 and 200,000 Christians and 
an estimated 300,000 Yazidis displaced 
in Iraq. 

Now, these numbers have only gotten 
greater since that time. In Syria, that 
same report states that ISIL has exe-
cuted Christians, kidnapped priests, 
and forced tens of thousands to flee 

across the desert or face ISIL’s geno-
cidal campaign. 

Leaders across the world, including 
the European Union Parliament and 
Pope Francis, have recognized that 
genocide is being committed by ISIL 
against many ethno-religious groups, 
and the United States must join them 
in condemning these crimes as a geno-
cide. 

Here in Congress, we remain in a 
critical position to promote religious 
freedom and ensure that it remains a 
priority in our foreign policy. 

That is why I was an original cospon-
sor of Congressman FORTENBERRY and 
Congresswoman ESHOO’s H. Con. Res. 
75, which expresses that Congress views 
the attacks on Christians and other 
ethnic and religious minorities as war 
crimes, crimes against humanity, and, 
yes, genocide. We must not wait or be 
apprehensive about speaking the truth. 

The administration and Congress 
must prioritize religious freedom and 
protect all minorities in the Middle 
East from the ongoing genocide. It 
should begin here in Congress by pass-
ing H. Con. Res. 75. I certainly want to 
ask all of my colleagues to join us in 
cosponsoring this resolution. 

Again, we continue to see the hor-
rible crimes being committed in Syria 
and Iraq. We are not here today to say 
that there are easy solutions, that any 
of this is easy to solve. 

We have to not look away, but we 
need to look at what is going on in 
Syria and Iraq and call it for what it is, 
a genocide. It is a genocide against a 
number of groups, including Christians 
there in Syria and Iraq. 

By Congress standing up, it means 
something. The world takes notice 
when it happens. We must do more. It 
is our duty to do more to protect these 
people, starting out with this declara-
tion of genocide. 

I want to again thank Congressman 
FORTENBERRY for all the work he is 
doing on this issue and many other 
human rights issues, standing up for 
life itself, which is something criti-
cally important that we all must do 
here. 

I thank Congressman FORTENBERRY 
for organizing this Special Order and 
for all of his work on this issue. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Congressman LIPINSKI as well 
for his tireless commitment to justice, 
to human dignity, to human flour-
ishing. 

Really, ultimately, that is what this 
resolution is intended to do, to call it 
what it is, a genocide, in order that 
there might be the proper settlement, 
when we finally come to the day when 
there is a proper security arrangement 
in the Middle East, when there is a re-
integration of the religious minorities 
who, again, made up the rich diversity 
of the Middle East in a prior time who 
are critical to the ongoing stability of 
Iraq and Syria and other places. 

I am grateful as well that the gen-
tleman pointed out the extraordinary 
work of our colleague, Congresswoman 
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ANNA ESHOO, a Democrat from Cali-
fornia. I am a Republican. 

We have other Republicans here who 
will speak in a time when Congress 
seems so divided on every issue—again, 
we have 200 of our colleagues—in a 
transpartisan initiative to say that 
this is unjust, this must be stopped. 

By our actions of calling it a geno-
cide, we not only elevate international 
consciousness, but again we create the 
conditions for the proper redress once 
we come to some proper settlement in 
the Middle East. 

I am so grateful for the gentleman’s 
time and efforts on this behalf and for 
his leadership in Congress. I thank the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI.) 

Let me turn to my good friend as 
well, Congressman JODY B. HICE, a new 
Member of Congress from Georgia, who 
has shown initiative, entrepreneurial 
endeavor, integrating quickly as an im-
pact player, if you will, in the pro-
ceedings here in Congress. I am grate-
ful for his willingness to speak on this 
topic, but, more than that, grateful for 
our growing friendship. 

I yield to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. JODY B. HICE). 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. FORTENBERRY) and the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
ESHOO) for bringing attention to this 
incredibly important issue and the ab-
solute carnage that is occurring in the 
Middle East against Christians, 
Yazidis, and people of other religious 
faiths and minorities. 

You know, the right to practice a 
chosen religion is a right that I—and I 
believe all of us—believe should be uni-
versal. Yet, the religious persecution, 
especially by such violent means that 
is occurring now, is absolutely deplor-
able. 

ISIS has shown its true nature in the 
treatment of these religious minori-
ties. We have all witnessed in recent 
months the violent expansion of ISIS 
in the Middle East as they have single- 
mindedly persecuted those who adhere 
to different faiths. 

In fact, those who refuse to convert 
have been driven from their homes, 
brutally tortured, crucified, raped, 
murdered, enslaved, and not by just 
few in number. We are talking thou-
sands that fall under this horrific sce-
nario. 

b 1530 

The systematic violence of ISIS to-
ward communities of Yazidis, Chris-
tians, Kurds, Turkmen, whatever it 
may be, as you have well mentioned, 
goes far beyond war crimes. We are 
talking absolute genocide. 

In looking at all this, it was inter-
esting to me that, when the world 
came together after the atrocities of 
the Second World War in an effort to 
define genocide, they actually defined 
it as an actor committing certain acts 
against a designated group with an in-
tent to destroy the group in whole or in 
part. 

ISIS has. They absolutely have the 
intent to destroy, in whole, Christians, 
Yazidis, and all religious groups 
throughout the Middle East. In fact, 
their entire propaganda even brags 
about the abhorrent crimes that they 
are committing, and they show abso-
lutely no signs of willingness to stop 
these atrocities. 

It is clear to me that we have an obli-
gation—not only a moral one, but a 
legal obligation—to prevent these 
atrocities from occurring. In fact, 3 
weeks from now this administration 
must fulfill its own legal obligation to 
make a determination on whether it 
will name ISIS’ crimes as acts of geno-
cide or not. 

The time has come. In fact, the time 
is long past for our Nation and our 
world to officially recognize these 
crimes by ISIS for what they truly are 
and to commit fully to defeating ISIS. 
We simply cannot ignore this any 
longer, and we must bring H. Con. Res. 
75 to the House floor as soon as pos-
sible. 

Again, I thank you for yielding this 
time and thank you for your leadership 
in this regard. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. I thank the 
gentleman from Georgia for his 
thoughtful commentary and leadership 
as well on this essential issue. In fact, 
it is not an issue at all. This is an as-
sault on all humanity. This is a threat 
to civilization itself. 

If a group of people can succeed in ex-
terminating another group because 
they have the power to do so, because 
they do not believe in another’s reli-
gion, they violate that sacred space 
that is essential to all persons and, 
therefore, the conditions of liberty 
that are necessary for human flour-
ishing. 

This goes beyond the grotesque trag-
edy in the Middle East. It is a call to 
the entire responsible community of 
nations to act, to say that we will not 
allow eighth-century barbarism that 
happens to have 21st-century weaponry 
to rule in a land, destroy, kill, maim, 
and exterminate entire groups of peo-
ple because of their religious tradition. 
It is wrong. It is unjust. If not ad-
dressed, all of civilization is at threat. 
That is the core of the problem here. 

I thank you so much for your willing-
ness to spend a little bit of time and 
your leadership on these critical 
points. Thank you so much. 

Mr. Speaker, again, it is H. Con. Res. 
75, House Concurrent Resolution 75. It 
has been introduced here in the House, 
and there is a similar resolution in the 
Senate. It will be forthcoming in the 
coming weeks. The House Committee 
on Foreign Affairs will be considering 
this resolution soon. 

I am hopeful that, again, with my 
colleague, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. ESHOO), and others, who 
have shown just extraordinary leader-
ship and deep concern and compassion 
for those who are in need, we can con-
tinue to build the numbers and make 
the case to all of our colleagues and 

our government that it is time to call 
this genocide and, by declaring such, 
again setting the conditions that will 
be necessary to reintegrate people, 
those who have survived, back into 
their ancient lands for which they have 
a rightful claim. 

I heard a story recently from a com-
mander who had been in Mosul during 
the height of the Iraq war. Part of 
their obligation and responsibility was 
to protect the various religious minori-
ties who were there. He talked about 
seeing the very beautiful Christian 
church that was there. 

All the Christians are gone from 
Mosul. The remaining ones had the Ar-
abic letter N, Nun, spray-painted on 
their door in blood red. That is a sym-
bol for the word Nazarene, which some 
use as a derogatory term to Christians. 
They were told: Convert, leave, or die. 
Many had to flee with whatever they 
had on their back. 

Of course, we know the horrific sto-
ries of those who gave their life in fi-
delity to their faith. This is a system-
atic attempt to wipe certain peoples off 
the map. It is not fair. It is unjust. It 
must be countered with a worldwide re-
sponse. 

The designation of genocide is that 
critical first step, again, toward the 
possibility of restoring some tran-
quility of order whenever there is the 
right type of security and economic 
and cultural settlement that must 
come to the Middle East if it has any 
chance, again, to flourish. 

We can lead in this regard. We must 
lead. Other countries around the world 
have already taken up this banner. As 
I said earlier, the European Parliament 
has declared it so. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the 
ability to converse today with my col-
leagues on this threat, this threat to 
civilization itself, and our need to act. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Mr. BUCK (at the request of Mr. 

MCCARTHY) for today on account of ill-
ness. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 
A bill of the Senate of the following 

title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 2234. An act to award the Congressional 
Gold Medal, collectively, to the members of 
the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) in rec-
ognition of their superior service and major 
contributions during World War II; to the 
Committee on Financial Services; in addi-
tion to the Committee on House Administra-
tion for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 

reported and found truly enrolled bills 
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of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 487. An act to allow the Miami Tribe 
of Oklahoma to lease or transfer certain 
lands. 

H.R. 890. An act to revise the boundaries of 
certain John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Re-
sources System units in Florida. 

H.R. 3262. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of land of the Illiana Health Care Sys-
tem of the Department of Veterans Affairs in 
Danville, Illinois. 

H.R. 4056. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to convey to the Florida 
Department of Veterans Affairs all right, 
title, and interest of the United States to the 
property known as ‘‘The Community Living 
Center’’ at the Lake Baldwin Veterans Af-
fairs Outpatient Clinic, Orlando, Florida. 

H.R. 4437. An act to extend the deadline for 
the submittal of the final report required by 
the Commission on Care. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported that on February 23, 2016, she 
presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill: 

H.R. 644. To reauthorize trade facilitation 
and trade enforcement functions and activi-
ties, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 37 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, February 25, 2016, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4425. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Federal Housing Finance Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Rules of Prac-
tice and Procedure; Civil Money Penalty In-
flation Adjustment (RIN: 2590-AA77) received 
February 19, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

4426. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval and Air 
Quality Designation; GA; Redesignation of 
the Atlanta, GA, 1997 Annual PM2.5 Non-
attainment Area to Attainment [EPA-R04- 
OAR-2013-0084; FRL-9942-61-Region 4] re-
ceived February 22, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

4427. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Approval and Pro-
mulgation of Air Quality Implementation 
Plans; State of Missouri; Emissions Inven-
tory and Emissions Statement for the Mis-
souri Portion of the St. Louis MO-IL Ozone 

Nonattainment Area [EPA-R07-OAR-2015- 
0438; FRL-9942-76-Region 7] received Feb-
ruary 22, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

4428. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Clarification of Re-
quirements for Method 303 Certification 
Training [EPA-HQ-OAR-2014-0492; FRL-9940- 
76-OAR] (RIN: 2060-AR97) received February 
22, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

4429. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Pyriproxyfen; Pesticide 
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2011-1012; FRL- 
9941-38] received February 22, 2016, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

4430. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Triclopyr; Pesticide Toler-
ances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2014-0314 and EPA-HQ- 
OPP-2014-0489; FRL-9941-87] received Feb-
ruary 22, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

4431. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Interim Staff Guidance — Clari-
fication of Licensee Actions in Receipt of 
Enforcement Discretion Per Enforcement 
Guidance Memorandum EGM 15-002, ‘‘En-
forcement Discretion for Tornado-Generated 
Missile Protection Noncompliance’’ [DSS- 
ISG-2016-01] received February 22, 2016, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

4432. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-318, ‘‘Private Security Camera 
Incentive Program Temporary Act of 2016’’, 
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); 
(87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

4433. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-317, ‘‘Emery Heights Community 
Center Designation Act of 2016’’, pursuant to 
Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 
814); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

4434. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-316, ‘‘LGBTQ Cultural Com-
petency Continuing Education Amendment 
Act of 2016’’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, 
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

4435. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-319, ‘‘Marijuana Possession De-
criminalization Clarification Temporary 
Amendment Act of 2016’’, pursuant to Public 
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

4436. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-315, ‘‘Tip’s Way Designation Act 
of 2016’’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

4437. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-320, ‘‘Certificate of Good Stand-
ing Filing Requirement Temporary Amend-

ment Act of 2016’’, pursuant to Public Law 
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

4438. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-321, ‘‘Presidential Primary Ballot 
Access Temporary Amendment Act of 2016’’, 
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); 
(87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

4439. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting 
D.C. Act 21-322, ‘‘Wage Theft Prevention 
Clarification Temporary Amendment Act of 
2016’’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

4440. A letter from the Federal Register 
and Regulatory Liaison Officer, Office of Di-
versity and Equal Opportunity, National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Discrimination on the Basis of Disability 
in Federally Assisted and Federally Con-
ducted Programs and Activities [Document 
No.: NASA-2015-0008] (RIN: 2700-AD85) re-
ceived February 19, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

4441. A letter from the Senior Counsel for 
Regulatory Affairs, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Management, Department of 
the Treasury, transmitting the Department’s 
interim final rule — Department of the 
Treasury Employee Rules of Conduct re-
ceived February 19, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

4442. A letter from the Acting Unified List-
ing Team Manager, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Inter-
agency Cooperation-Endangered Species Act 
of 1973, as Amended; Definition of Destruc-
tion or Adverse Modification of Critical 
Habitat [Docket No.: FWS-R9-ES-2011-0072] 
(RIN: 1018-AX88) received February 18, 2016, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

4443. A letter from the Unified Listing 
Team Manager, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice, Department of the Interior, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Endangered 
and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Des-
ignation of Critical Habitat for Consolea 
corallicola (Florida Semaphore Cactus) and 
Harrisia aboriginum (Aboriginal Prickly- 
apple) [Docket No.: FWS-R4-ES-2014-0057; 
4500030113] (RIN: 1018-AZ92) received Feb-
ruary 18, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

4444. A letter from the Acting Unified List-
ing Chief, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 4(d) Rule for 
the Northern Long-Eared Bat [Docket No.: 
FWS-R5-ES-2011-0024; 4500030113] (RIN: 1018- 
AY98) received February 18, 2016, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

4445. A letter from the Chief, Branch of Re-
covery and State Grants, U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Reclassifying Hesperocyparis 
abramsiana (=Cupressus abramsiana) as 
Threatened [Docket No.: FWS-R8-ES-2013- 
0092; 4500030113] (RIN: 1018-AY77) received 
February 18, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
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801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

4446. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s temporary rule 
— Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Inseason Adjustment to the 2016 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Pollock, 
Atka Mackerel, and Pacific Cod Total Allow-
able Catch Amounts [Docket No.: 141021887- 
5172-02] (RIN: 0648-XE367) received February 
23, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

4447. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Pot 
Catcher/Processors in the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands Management Area [Docket 
No.: 141021887-5172-02] (RIN: 0648-XE418) re-
ceived February 23, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

4448. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Pacific Island Pelagic Fisheries; Ex-
emption for Large U.S. Longline Vessels To 
Fish in Portions of the American Samoa 
Large Vessel Prohibited Area [Docket No.: 
150625552-6043-02] (RIN: 0648-BF22) received 
February 18, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

4449. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in Statis-
tical Area 610 in the Gulf of Alaska [Docket 
No.: 140918791-4999-02] (RIN: 0648-XE420) re-
ceived February 18, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

4450. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Directed Fishing 
With Trawl Gear by Fisheries Act Catcher 
Processors in Bycatch Limitation Zone 1 of 
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manage-
ment Area [Docket No.: 141021887-5172-02] 
(RIN: 0648-XE429) received February 18, 2016, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

4451. A letter from the Chief, Branch of Re-
covery and State Grants, U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department’s direct final 
rule — Endangered and Threatened Wildlife; 
Technical Corrections for Eight Wildlife Spe-
cies on the List of Endangered and Threat-
ened Wildlife [Docket No.: FWS-R1-ES-2016- 
0006; FXES11130900000C6-167-FF09E42000] 
(RIN: 1018-BB28) received February 18, 2016, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

4452. A letter from the Acting Unified List-
ing Team Manager, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — List-
ing Endangered and Threatened Species and 

Designating Critical Habitat; Implementing 
Changes to the Regulations for Designating 
Critical Habitat [Docket No.: FWS-HQ-ES- 
2012-0096] [Docket No.: 120106025-5640-03] 
[4500030114] (RIN: 1018-AX86) (RIN: 0648-BB79) 
received February 18, 2016, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

4453. A letter from the Senior Counsel for 
Regulatory Affairs, Office of the Fiscal As-
sistant Secretary, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Department of the Treasury Regula-
tions for the Gulf Coast Restoration Trust 
Fund (RIN: 1505-AC44) received February 19, 
2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added 
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 
868); to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

4454. A letter from the Senior Counsel for 
Regulatory Affairs, Office of the Fiscal As-
sistant Secretary, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting the Department’s Major 
final rule — Department of the Treasury 
Regulations for the Gulf Coast Restoration 
Trust Fund (RIN: 1505-AC44) received Feb-
ruary 19, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

4455. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Transition Relief for Certain Section 
529 Qualified Tuition Programs Required to 
File Form 1099-Q, Payments From Qualified 
Education Programs (Under Sections 529 and 
530) [Notice 2016-13] received February 18, 
2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added 
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 
868); ; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

4456. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — 2016 Cost-of-Living Adjustments for 
certain items resulting from the Protecting 
Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015 (Rev. 
Proc. 2016-14) received February 18, 2016, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

4457. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Maximum Vehicle Values for 2016 for 
Use With Vehicle Cents-Per-Mile and Fleet- 
Average Valuation Rules [Notice 2016-12] re-
ceived February 18, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

4458. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Credit for Indian Coal Production and 
Inflation Adjustment Factor for Calendar 
Year 2015 [Notice 2016-11] received February 
18, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

4459. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Timing of Submitting Preexisting Ac-
counts and Periodic Certifications; Report-
ing of Accounts of Nonparticipating FFIs; 
Reliance on Electronically Furnished Forms 
W-8 and W-9 [Notice 2016-08] received Feb-
ruary 18, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. H.R. 3004. A bill to amend 
the Gullah/Geechee Cultural Heritage Act to 
extend the authorization for the Gullah/ 
Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor Commis-
sion (Rept. 114–430). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. H.R. 2880. A bill to redesig-
nate the Martin Luther King, Junior, Na-
tional Historic Site in the State of Georgia, 
and for other purposes; with an amendment 
(Rept. 114–431). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. H.R. 812. A bill to provide for 
Indian trust asset management reform, and 
for other purposes; with an amendment 
(Rept. 114–432). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. H.R. 1475. A bill to reauthor-
ize a Wall of Remembrance as part of the Ko-
rean War Veterans Memorial and to allow 
certain private contributions to fund that 
Wall of Remembrance; with an amendment 
(Rept. 114–433). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. H.R. 3371. A bill to adjust the 
boundary of the Kennesaw Mountain Na-
tional Battlefield Park to include the Wallis 
House and Harriston Hill, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. 114–434). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. H.R. 3620. A bill to amend 
the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation 
Area Improvement Act to provide access to 
certain vehicles serving residents of munici-
palities adjacent to the Delaware Water Gap 
National Recreation Area, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. 114–435). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. WALDEN: 
H.R. 4596. A bill to ensure that small busi-

ness providers of broadband Internet access 
service can devote resources to broadband 
deployment rather than compliance with 
cumbersome regulatory requirements; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. BROOKS of Alabama: 
H.R. 4597. A bill to provide resources and 

incentives for the enforcement of immigra-
tion laws in the interior of the United States 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BROOKS of Alabama: 
H.R. 4598. A bill to amend the Immigration 

and Nationality Act to improve the H-1B 
visa program, to repeal the diversity visa 
lottery program, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 
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By Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts (for 

herself and Mr. STIVERS): 
H.R. 4599. A bill to amend the Controlled 

Substances Act to permit certain partial fill-
ings of prescriptions; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of California (for 
himself, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. 
VELA, and Mr. FARR): 

H.R. 4600. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to protect the well- 
being of soldiers and their families, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. GOSAR (for himself and Mrs. 
KIRKPATRICK): 

H.R. 4601. A bill to transfer the rever-
sionary interest of the United States be-
tween certain land in Flagstaff, Arizona, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. POE of Texas (for himself and 
Mr. COSTA): 

H.R. 4602. A bill to protect crime victims’ 
rights, to eliminate the substantial backlog 
of DNA and other forensic evidence samples 
to improve and expand the forensic science 
testing capacity of Federal, State, and local 
crime laboratories, to increase research and 
development of new testing technologies, to 
develop new training programs regarding the 
collection and use of forensic evidence, to 
provide post-conviction testing of DNA evi-
dence to exonerate the innocent, to support 
accreditation efforts of forensic science lab-
oratories and medical examiner offices, to 
address training and equipment needs, to im-
prove the performance of counsel in State 
capital cases, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition 
to the Committee on Financial Services, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. CICILLINE (for himself, Mr. 
CONYERS, Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, Ms. JACK-
SON LEE, Mr. NADLER, Ms. KELLY of 
Illinois, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
JEFFRIES, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, 
Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York, Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. HONDA, Mr. 
HASTINGS, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. GRAYSON, 
Ms. LEE, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. ENGEL, 
Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. 
TAKANO, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY 
of New York, Mr. RANGEL, and Ms. 
JUDY CHU of California): 

H.R. 4603. A bill to prevent a person who 
has been convicted of a misdemeanor hate 
crime, or received an enhanced sentence for 
a misdemeanor because of hate or bias in its 
commission, from obtaining a firearm; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas (for 
himself, Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr. TAKANO, 
and Mr. GIBSON): 

H.R. 4604. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Labor to maintain a publicly available list of 
all employers that relocate a call center 
overseas, to make such companies ineligible 
for Federal grants or guaranteed loans, and 
to require disclosure of the physical location 
of business agents engaging in customer 
service communications, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committees on 
Armed Services, Oversight and Government 
Reform, and Education and the Workforce, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. BLUM (for himself, Mr. 
LOEBSACK, Mr. YOUNG of Iowa, and 
Mr. KING of Iowa): 

H.R. 4605. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 

615 6th Avenue SE in Cedar Rapids, Iowa as 
the ‘‘Sgt. 1st Class Terryl L. Pasker Post Of-
fice Building‘‘; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

By Mr. DEUTCH (for himself, Mr. 
CHABOT, and Mr. CONYERS): 

H.R. 4606. A bill to require the Governor of 
a State to submit to the Attorney General 
an annual report on the number of individ-
uals who represented themselves in court in 
criminal matters or juvenile delinquency 
matters, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HUFFMAN (for himself and Mr. 
DENHAM): 

H.R. 4607. A bill to amend the Estuary Res-
toration Act of 2000 to modify requirements 
that apply to projects carried out under the 
estuary habitat restoration program estab-
lished by the Secretary of the Army, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, and in addition 
to the Committee on Natural Resources, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. ISRAEL: 
H.R. 4608. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to establish small business 
savings accounts; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. KILMER (for himself and Mr. 
COLLINS of Georgia): 

H.R. 4609. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to modify the provisions 
governing employment of nonimmigrants 
under section 101(a)(15)(H)(i)(b) of that Act to 
prevent the transfer of knowledge from 
United States workers for the purpose of fa-
cilitating their jobs being moved abroad; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KNIGHT: 
H.R. 4610. A bill to amend the Reclamation 

Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Fa-
cilities Act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to participate in a series of water 
reclamation projects to provide a new water 
supply to communities previously impacted 
by perchlorate contamination plumes; to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. TED LIEU of California (for 
himself, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mrs. 
LAWRENCE, and Mr. GALLEGO): 

H.R. 4611. A bill to discourage the use of 
payment of money as a condition of pretrial 
release in criminal cases, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN: 
H. Res. 624. A resolution directing the 

Committee on the Budget to hold a public 
hearing on the President’s fiscal year 2017 
budget request with the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget as a witness; 
to the Committee on Rules. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. WALDEN: 
H.R. 4596. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8, Clause 3 of the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. BROOKS of Alabama: 
H.R. 4597. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article I, Section 8 of the United States 
Constitution. 

By Mr. BROOKS of Alabama: 
H.R. 4598. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts: 

H.R. 4599. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. THOMPSON of California: 
H.R. 4600. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 4 

By Mr. GOSAR: 
H.R. 4601. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 (the Prop-

erty Clause). Under this clause, Congress has 
the power to dispose of and make all needful 
rules and regulations respecting the terri-
tory or other property belonging to the 
United States. By virtue of this enumerated 
power, Congress has governing authority 
over the lands, territories, or other property 
of the United States- and with this authority 
Congress is vested with the power to all own-
ers in fee, the ability to sell, lease, dispose, 
exchange, convey, or simply preserve land. 
The Supreme Court has described this enu-
merated grant as one ‘‘without limitation’’ 
Kleppe v New Mexico, 426 U.S. 529, 542–543 
(1976) (‘‘And while the furthest reaches of the 
power granted by the Property Clause have 
not been definitely resolved, we have repeat-
edly observed that the power over the public 
land thus entrusted to Congress is without 
limitation.’’) 

Historically, the federal government trans-
ferred ownership of federal property to either 
private ownership or the states in order to 
pay off large Revolutionary War debts and to 
assist with the development of infrastruc-
ture. The transfer of reversionary interest by 
this legislation is thus constitutional and 
necessary to ensure private property owners 
are able to utilize and control their private 
property. 

By Mr. POE of Texas: 
H.R. 4602. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. CICILLINE: 
H.R. 4603. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas: 
H.R. 4604. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 (‘‘the Com-

merce Clause’’) of the United States Con-
stitution 

By Mr. BLUM: 
H.R. 4605. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 7 of the Con-

stitution of the United States 
By Mr. DEUTCH: 

H.R. 4606. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article I of the U.S. 

Constitution and Clause 18 of Section 8 of 
Article I of the U.S. Constitution. 

By Mr. HUFFMAN: 
H.R. 4607. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress shall have power to dispose 

of and make all needful rules and regulations 
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respecting the territory or other property 
belonging to the United States; and nothing 
in this Constitution shall be so construed as 
to prejudice any claims of the United States, 
or of any particular state. [Article 4, Section 
3, Clause 2 of the United States Constitution] 

By Mr. ISRAEL: 
H.R. 4608. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the powers 

granted to the Congress by Article I, Section 
8, Clauses 1 of the United States Constitu-
tion. 

By Mr. KILMER: 
H.R. 4609. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mr. KNIGHT: 

H.R. 4610. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clauses 1, 3, and 18 of section 8 and clause 

7 of section 9 of article I, of the Constitution 
of the United States. 

By Mr. TED LIEU of California: 
H.R. 4611. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 188: Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. 
LOWENTHAL, Mr. CONYERS, and Mr. YARMUTH. 

H.R. 192: Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 303: Mr. GIBSON. 
H.R. 448: Mr. KENNEDY. 
H.R. 472: Mr. SIRES, Mr. GIBSON, and Mr. 

GRIFFITH. 
H.R. 546: Mr. MEEHAN. 
H.R. 662: Mr. MARINO. 
H.R. 664: Mr. COHEN, Ms. EDWARDS, Mr. 

GALLEGO, and Mr. TED LIEU of California. 
H.R. 726: Mr. TED LIEU of California. 
H.R. 759: Mr. SENSENBRENNER. 
H.R. 781: Ms. MATSUI. 
H.R. 816: Mr. HOLDING. 
H.R. 842: Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 
H.R. 885: Mrs. DAVIS of California and Mr. 

SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York. 
H.R. 953: Mr. CUMMINGS, Mrs. BUSTOS, Mr. 

BARR, Mr. KILMER, Mr. BUCHANAN, and Ms. 
ESTY. 

H.R. 969: Mr. BECERRA and Mr. DOGGETT. 
H.R. 986: Mr. DENHAM. 
H.R. 1117: Mr. MCNERNEY. 
H.R. 1174: Mr. JEFFRIES, Mr. LAMBORN, Ms. 

EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Ms. 
ADAMS, and Mr. CLAY. 

H.R. 1188: Mrs. BEATTY. 
H.R. 1192: Ms. KAPTUR. 
H.R. 1197: Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. KNIGHT, and 

Mr. ASHFORD. 
H.R. 1301: Mr. BOUSTANY. 
H.R. 1309: Mr. RENACCI. 
H.R. 1336: Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. 
H.R. 1453: Mr. STIVERS, and Mrs. MCMORRIS 

RODGERS. 
H.R. 1459: Mr. PASCRELL and Ms. FUDGE. 
H.R. 1588: Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 1942: Mr. RYAN of Ohio. 
H.R. 1945: Ms. LEE and Mr. BLUMENAUER. 
H.R. 1948: Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-

fornia. 
H.R. 2058: Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio and Mr. 

BOUSTANY. 
H.R. 2059: Ms. MCCOLLUM and Mr. GIBSON. 
H.R. 2083: Ms. MOORE. 
H.R. 2093: Mr. POSEY. 
H.R. 2167: Mr. MOULTON. 
H.R. 2260: Ms. WILSON of Florida. 
H.R. 2698: Mr. FRANKS of Arizona and Mr. 

HARDY. 
H.R. 2713: Ms. MOORE. 
H.R. 2737: Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. LEWIS, Mr. 

VELA, Ms. KAPTUR, and Ms. KELLY of Illinois. 
H.R. 2759: Mrs. BEATTY. 
H.R. 2844: Ms. JACKSON LEE and Mr. HIG-

GINS. 
H.R. 2858: Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 
H.R. 2903: Mr. ROYCE. 
H.R. 2908: Mr. WALZ. 
H.R. 2939: Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. 

QUIGLEY, and Ms. JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 2948: Mr. SWALWELL of California. 
H.R. 3012: Mr. SCHWEIKERT and Mr. PALM-

ER. 
H.R. 3048: Mr. REED, Mr. WEBER of Texas, 

and Mr. WESTERMAN. 
H.R. 3088: Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 3099: Mr. MEEHAN and Mr. KILMER. 
H.R. 3135: Mr. DENT. 
H.R. 3190: Mr. CUMMINGS. 
H.R. 3323: Mr. CRAMER. 
H.R. 3481: Mr. ELLISON. 
H.R. 3502: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 3515: Mr. STEWART, Mr. MURPHY of 

Pennsylvania, Mr. JONES, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Ohio, Mr. FARENTHOLD, Mrs. WAGNER, and 
Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. 

H.R. 3520: Mr. CARTER of Georgia. 
H.R. 3521: Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 
H.R. 3556: Mr. CONNOLLY. 
H.R. 3713: Ms. FUDGE. 
H.R. 3722: Mr. LANCE. 
H.R. 3723: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 3779: Mrs. COMSTOCK. 
H.R. 3808: Mr. TURNER. 
H.R. 3846: Mr. CHABOT. 
H.R. 3852: Ms. SLAUGHTER. 
H.R. 3952: Mr. ELLISON and Ms. HAHN. 
H.R. 3956: Mr. SHIMKUS. 
H.R. 3970: Mr. BEYER, Mr. DEUTCH, Mrs. 

DINGELL, Ms. EDWARDS, Mr. HIMES, Mrs. 
KIRKPATRICK, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. RUPPERS-

BERGER, Mr. RUSH, Mr. SCHIFF, and Ms. 
SINEMA. 

H.R. 4006: Mr. WALKER. 
H.R. 4007: Mr. MCCLINTOCK. 
H.R. 4087: Mr. HILL. 
H.R. 4133: Mr. CARTER of Georgia. 
H.R. 4200: Mr. KLINE. 
H.R. 4262: Mrs. COMSTOCK, Mr. BISHOP of 

Michigan, and Mr. GROTHMAN. 
H.R. 4277: Mrs. BEATTY and Mr. PETERSon. 
H.R. 4352: Ms. KUSTER, Mrs. WATSON COLE-

MAN, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, 
Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. BRADY of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. 
RYAN of Ohio, Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. SIRES. 

H.R. 4442: Mr. CARTER of Georgia. 
H.R. 4447: Mr. HIMES, Ms. TSONGAS, Mr. 

HIGGINS, and Mr. NORCROSS. 
H.R. 4461: Mr. HENSARLING. 
H.R. 4462: Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of 

New York and Mr. RANGEL. 
H.R. 4469: Mr. KLINE. 
H.R. 4490: Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. 
H.R. 4514: Mr. ROSKAM and Mrs. LOWEY. 
H.R. 4521: Mr. BEYER. 
H.R. 4522: Mr. LAMBORN. 
H.R. 4523: Mr. CHAFFETZ. 
H.R. 4540: Mr. BROOKS of Alabama, Mr. 

CRAMER, and Mr. HARRIS. 
H.R. 4542: Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. JOHNSON of 

Georgia, and Mr. HASTINGS. 
H.R. 4549: Mr. CHAFFETZ. 
H.R. 4553: Mr. MCKINLEY. 
H.R. 4561: Ms. PLASKETT. 
H.R. 4562: Ms. PLASKETT. 
H.R. 4563: Ms. PLASKETT. 
H.J. Res. 55: Mr. CARTER of Georgia. 
H. Con. Res. 19: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. 
H. Con. Res. 89: Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee 

and Mr. MCCLINTOCK. 
H. Res. 207: Mr. JOYCE and Mr. SWALWELL 

of California. 
H. Res. 541: Mr. SWALWELL of California. 
H. Res. 551: Mr. FLORES, Mr. SMITH of New 

Jersey, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. 
GOSAR, and Mr. MICA. 

H. Res. 600: Ms. KUSTER. 
H. Res. 610: Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. 
H. Res. 615: Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina, 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi, Mr. BOUSTANY, Mr. 
PALAZZO, and Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. 

H. Res. 623: Mr. KENNEDY and Mr. 
SWALWELL of California. 

f 

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions, as follows: 

H. Res. 571: Mr. Chabot. 
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