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Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I know of no further debate on the con-
ference report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate on the conference re-
port? 

Hearing none, the question occurs on 
agreeing to the conference report. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There is a sufficient second. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the 
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), and 
the Senator from Alaska (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) 
is necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
GARDNER). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 75, 
nays 20, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 22 Leg.] 
YEAS—75 

Ayotte 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Coats 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Daines 
Donnelly 

Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kaine 
King 
Kirk 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Merkley 

Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Sasse 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Vitter 
Warner 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—20 

Alexander 
Boxer 
Brown 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Franken 
Gillibrand 

Heinrich 
Hirono 
Markey 
Menendez 
Mikulski 
Reed 
Reid 

Rounds 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Udall 
Warren 
Whitehouse 

NOT VOTING—5 

Cruz 
Graham 

Rubio 
Sanders 

Sullivan 

The conference report was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that on Thurs-
day, February 11—that is today—at 1:30 

p.m., the Senate proceed to executive 
session to consider the following nomi-
nation: Calendar No. 361; that there be 
15 minutes for debate on the nomina-
tion, equally divided in the usual form; 
that upon the use or yielding back of 
time, the Senate vote without inter-
vening action or debate on the nomina-
tion; that, if confirmed, the President 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action and the Senate then resume leg-
islative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

(The remarks of Mr. LEAHY and Ms. 
COLLINS pertaining to the introduction 
of S. 2544 are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills 
and Joint Resolutions.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE DENVER 
BRONCOS ON THEIR SUPER 
BOWL CHAMPIONSHIP 
Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, after the 

very weighty and serious discussion 
that just preceded me, I come maybe 
with a little bit more lighthearted mes-
sage for the Presiding Officer and my 
colleague, the senior Senator from Col-
orado, Mr. BENNET. 

I think everybody knows here—the 
folks up in the gallery may know—that 
Denver is home of the Super Bowl 50 
winners, the Denver Broncos. The Pre-
siding Officer and I attended the Super 
Bowl on Sunday, and I am sure he 
agrees it was quite a treat. 

God blessed us with beautiful weath-
er, and the people of Santa Clara really 
made us feel welcome and at home. 
They did an amazing job. The Super 
Bowl organizers are to be commended 
for their attention to detail and the su-
perb work they did to make us feel wel-
come. It was a fantastic experience for 
me. So I can only imagine, with the 
Presiding Officer having the winning 
team, how much fun it was for him. 

I think it is safe to say that there are 
thousands in Colorado on a Rocky 
Mountain high this week, and I will bet 
there are even more who are really 
happy that the Broncos won the Super 
Bowl. 

The Denver Broncos played a great 
game, and they defeated my Carolina 
Panthers. Both defenses played ex-
traordinarily well, and the Broncos’ of-
fense did just enough to get the job 
done. 

So to the Presiding Officer and Sen-
ator BENNET, I come to the Senate 
Chamber today to fulfill my wager to 
humbly offer my congratulations to 
the Super Bowl champion, the Denver 

Broncos, and to all their fans in your 
great State and, I would argue, across 
the Nation. 

But before I talk about the beloved 
Panthers, I want to thank you for not 
accepting some of my maybe exuberant 
or overexuberant offers that I made as 
a possible friendly wager. And for C– 
SPAN viewers at home, you may want 
to avert your eyes. 

I really don’t think I would have 
looked very good in an orange beard 
with Broncos earrings. With all due re-
spect to the Presiding Officer, you 
looked a lot like Papa Smurf with a 
blue beard. So a simple speech of con-
gratulations is what I have to offer. 

The truth is, I am deeply dis-
appointed about the Panthers’ loss. 
But it is also true that, unless the 
Broncos are playing my Panthers or 
my childhood team, the Miami Dol-
phins, I am usually pulling for the 
Broncos. The Broncos’ organization, 
starting with the Bowlen family and 
Coach Kubiak, are topnotch and well 
respected in the NFL. Former greats 
such as John Elway, Terrell Davis, 
Shannon Sharpe, Ed—how could he 
wear so few pads and still survive— 
McCaffrey, and so many other members 
have made this team so much fun to 
watch over the years. 

But then there is this guy, Peyton 
Manning, or ‘‘The Sheriff,’’ as Coach 
Gruden nicknamed him back in 2009. I 
have been watching Peyton Manning 
since he was recruited to the Univer-
sity of Tennessee many years ago—a 
five-time NFL MVP and two-time 
Super Bowl winner on two different 
franchises. Next month, on March 24, 
he is going to be 40 years old, and he is 
playing at the top of his game. Peyton 
is an amazing athlete, but what really 
makes Peyton extraordinary is his 
character and his behavior on and off 
the field. He is a true gentleman, a 
great sport, and he is a scholar of the 
game. 

I opted not to put up a graphic on the 
New England Patriots because anybody 
who knows me knows that I am not 
much of a fan of the New England Pa-
triots, dating back to a December 1982 
snowplow game. 

But, in addition to all the other 
things Peyton Manning has done, he 
also led the Broncos to a victory over 
the Patriots in the AFC Championship, 
completely deflating Tom Brady’s shot 
at another Super Bowl ring. That alone 
makes Peyton Manning a great Amer-
ican, in my book. 

The Broncos and I do have something 
in common. We were both born in 1960. 
We are both 56 years old. They built a 
franchise that most fans expect to be 
in contention every year. 

The Panthers, on the other hand, are 
young. They were born in 1995. They 
are 20 years old. They have already 
gone to the playoffs seven times. They 
have won two NFC Championships and 
been in the big game twice, and I be-
lieve that next year they have a good 
shot to be in contention. 
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