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Representatives of over 200 nations
recently gathered in Paris and agreed
on an international agreement to lower
greenhouse gas emissions and develop
strategies to adapt to changing -cli-
mate.

This contribution from the world’s
biggest polluters, including China and
India, represents 90 percent of global
greenhouse gas emissions.

These international contributions
demonstrate how seriously the world is
taking its moral responsibility to care
for our common home, our families,
and our neighbors.

This roadmap for the world reduces
climate-damaging greenhouse gas
emissions, increases investments in
clean energy development and deploy-
ment, and assists the most vulnerable
communities in adapting to climate
change.

But the United States has to do its
part. This pause on the Clean Power
Plan slows down the progress we have
been making and puts U.S. leadership
on climate in question.

I am deeply troubled by the Supreme
Court’s decision, but I am optimistic
that the Clean Power Plan will ulti-
mately be upheld.

By acting to reduce carbon pollution,
we will create more opportunity today
and a better future tomorrow for all of
us.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF ADMIRAL
ROBERT SHUMAKER ON THE 51ST
ANNIVERSARY OF HIS IMPRISON-
MENT DURING THE VIETNAM
WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DoLD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, today, Feb-
ruary 11, a day that for at least me,
and I know many other families around
our country, is a very dark day.

February 11, 1965, flying off of the
USS Coral Sea, a young lieutenant com-
mander, Robert Harper Shumaker, was
prepared to do a bombing run over
North Vietnam.

Taking antiaircraft fire, he was shot
down over North Vietnam. He ejected
from his F-8 Crusader 35 feet above the
ground, broke his back upon impact,
and was immediately captured.

Over the next 8 years, 8 years and a
day, he spent time in the Hoa Lo Pris-
on, a prison that we now know as the
Hanoi Hilton, one that he was able to
name the Hanoi Hilton.

He was considered to be the great
communicator because, while he was in
captivity, he and a few others devised a
tap code system, a tap code system
with five rows and five columns that
enabled American POWs to commu-
nicate with one another to be able to
let them know that they were thinking
of each other, to be able to make sure
that they were exercising the most im-
portant muscle in captivity, that is,
their brains.

Over the course of those 8 years,
Lieutenant Commander Shumaker was
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considered to be one of the top greatest
threats to camp security.

He and 10 other POWSs, commonly
known as the Alcatraz 11, were taken
out of the Hoa Lo Prison, brought over
to a prison now known as Alcatraz, and
put in solitary confinement.

These 11 heroes included James
Stockdale; George Coker; Jeremiah
Denton, who was a Senator from the
great State of Alabama; Harry Jen-
kins; George McKnight; James Mul-
ligan; Howard Rutledge; Ron Storz;
Nels Tanner; and, Mr. Speaker, our col-
league SAM JOHNSON of Texas, who was
elected to this body in 1991 and has
served with distinction ever since.
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Many of the stories that we look
back on came from these heroes about
the efforts they made to resist their
captors. They were tortured day in and
day out for information. Yet, day in
and day out, they battled back.

For me, it is very important that we
never forget. Fifty-one years after Feb-
ruary 11, 1965, I am honored to be able
to rise in this body to remember Rob-
ert Harper Shumaker for his valiant ef-
forts and heroism. He is near and dear
to my heart, Mr. Speaker. He is my
uncle. When my wife and I had our first
child, we decided we would name her
after him, in the hopes that she would
have a little bit of the courage, a little
bit of the intelligence, and the stick-
to-itiveness that Admiral Shumaker
has.

The good news, Mr. Speaker, is that
February 12, 1973, 591 POWs started
their return home. Bob Shumaker, the
Alcatraz 11, and many others were on
that C-141 that flew out of Hanoi. I am
proud to say that they returned home
with honor, which was absolutely crit-
ical not only for them, but for all of
the POWs. It is imperative that we in
the United States Congress never for-
get their sacrifice and heroism.

For me, from now, until as long as I
am able to serve in this body, on Feb-
ruary 11, I will rise and recognize the
heroism of our POWs and say: You will
never be forgotten. We will always re-
member the sacrifice and the heroism
that you all have given to our Nation.

———

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
from the moment I arrived in Congress,
I have been working to rebuild and
renew America. Our great country,
sadly, is falling apart as it falls behind
the rest of the world. The American
Society of Civil Engineers rates our in-
frastructure as failing.

I have worked to develop a plan, a vi-
sion for infrastructure for this century
because people have forgotten our his-
tory and are woefully uninformed
about the nature of the challenge we
face and the opportunities to do it
right.
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This doesn’t need to be a partisan
fight in Congress. Indeed, infrastruc-
ture used to be much more central to
our mission in Congress, dating back to
the postal roads mandated by the Con-
stitution to President Eisenhower’s
interstate freeway system.

I welcome the administration’s pro-
posal for an oil fee to invest in green
infrastructure. I truly believe that
President Obama is committed to in-
vesting in infrastructure. He under-
stands its value, and he has worked to
include some infrastructure invest-
ment in the Recovery Act. I think we
all know that it actually should have
been much larger than it was; but,
nonetheless, was very helpful.

The President has proposed things
Congress after Congress that would
fund a grander vision. Unfortunately,
in the context of this Congress, they
were not realistic. They had no chance
of passing, probably regardless of who
has control, given the nature of those
proposals.

Nonetheless, I welcome the adminis-
tration’s proposal for a $10 per barrel
fee on oil to finance green infrastruc-
ture because of the timing at this point
of incredibly low gas prices, flirting
with $1 a gallon, high oil production, a
swollen inventory. Thirty dollars per
barrel has become the benchmark.

Unfortunately, the new proposal was
launched, as near as I can tell, without
consultation with people in either
party or the organizations that deal
with infrastructure. It was not met
with organized support on behalf of the
vast array of individuals and organiza-
tions who are deeply committed to re-
building and renewing America. It sim-
ply begs the question: Why not just
raise the gas tax?

The proposal I have introduced to
raise the gas tax was widely supported
by business, labor, professions, local
government, environmentalists; in-
deed, it was supported by the widest
collection of interest groups supporting
any major initiative before Congress.
When you get the truckers and AAA
both saying, ‘‘Raise taxes on motorists
and truck drivers,” that is a signal.

The proposal does not have the gaps
associated with an oil fee that would
impose challenges on consumers of oil,
like school buses or home heating, and
it does provoke the petroleum indus-
try, which has accepted reasonable gas
taxes, but would oppose an oil fee.

This is, however, an opportunity for
us to revisit the need for investment in
infrastructure, now that the adminis-
tration has signaled its comfort with
raising taxes on people who make
under $250,000 a year. The oil fee would
be the equivalent of 20 to 25 cents a
gallon—far more than the model pro-
posal I had to phase in a 15-cent per
gallon increase over 3 years.

Maybe we can reengage the conversa-
tion about raising the gas tax. After 24
years, we might follow the lead of
President Reagan, who led an effort to
raise the gas tax in 1983. After we raise
the gas tax, we should index it and
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