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brothers experienced such success that
they expanded their small business and
opened a second western-style store in
Lake Charles, LA. In choosing Ruston
and Lake Charles, which lie on oppo-
site sides of Louisiana, the Patton
brothers have since acquired a loyal
clientele that includes everyone from
cowboys to college students.

Today the Patton brothers manage
their small business by remaining true
to their western roots. They are active
in the rodeo community, supporting
over 100 individual rodeos each year,
and have also sponsored a bull rider in
the National Finals Rodeo in Las
Vegas, NV, for 4 years in a row. Recog-
nized as a Best of the Delta business,
the group now operates four locations
throughout Louisiana, having most re-
cently opened the doors to their newest
location in Shreveport in June 2015.

The Patton brothers continue to
show entrepreneurs across the country
that it is possible to turn a passion
into a business—even from the hum-
blest of means. Through dedicated
service to their community, excep-
tional commitment to customer serv-
ice, and an excellent retail strategy,
the Patton brothers have made their
mark across Louisiana and into Arkan-
sas and Texas.

Congratulations again to Patton’s
Western Wear for being selected as
small business of the week, and I look
forward to your continued growth and
success.®

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

———

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA’S FISCAL
YEAR (FY) 2016 BUDGET AND FI-
NANCIAL PLAN—PM 39

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to my constitutional au-
thority and as contemplated by section
446 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and Governmental Reor-
ganization Act as amended in 1989, I
am transmitting the District of Colum-
bia’s fiscal year (FY) 2016 Budget and
Financial Plan. This transmittal does
not represent an endorsement of the
contents of the D.C. government’s re-
quests.

The proposed FY 2016 Budget and Fi-
nancial Plan reflects the major pro-
grammatic objectives of the Mayor and
the Council of the District of Colum-
bia. For FY 2016, the District estimates
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total revenues and expenditures of $13.0
billion.
BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 2, 2016.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:13 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, without amendment:

S. 2152. An act to establish a comprehen-
sive United States Government policy to en-
courage the efforts of countries in sub-Saha-
ran Africa to develop an appropriate mix of
power solutions, including renewable energy,
for more broadly distributed electricity ac-
cess in order to support poverty reduction,
promote development outcomes, and drive
economic growth, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 400. An act to require the Secretary of
State and the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment to submit reports on definitions of
placement and recruitment fees for purposes
of enabling compliance with the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 2187. An act to direct the Securities
and Exchange Commission to revise its regu-
lations regarding the qualifications of nat-
ural persons as accredited investors.

H.R. 2209. An act to require the appropriate
Federal banking agencies to treat certain
municipal obligations as level 2A liquid as-
sets, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3784. An act to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to establish an Office of
the Advocate for Small Business Capital For-
mation and a Small Business Capital Forma-
tion Advisory Committee, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 4168. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Investment Incentive Act of 1980 to re-
quire an annual review by the Securities and
Exchange Commission of the annual govern-
ment-business forum on capital formation
that is held pursuant to such Act.

The message further announced that
the House agrees to the amendment of
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 515) to pro-
tect children and others from sexual
abuse and exploitation, including sex
trafficking and sex tourism, by pro-
viding advance notice of intended trav-
el by registered sex offenders outside
the United States to the government of
the country of destination, requesting
foreign governments to notify the
United States when a known sex of-
fender is seeking to enter the United
States, and for other purposes, and
agrees to the amendment of the Senate
to the title of the bill.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 4188) to author-
ize appropriations for the Coast Guard
for fiscal years 2016 and 2017, and for
other purposes.

————
MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

February 2, 2016

H.R. 400. An act to require the Secretary of
State and the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment to submit reports on definitions of
placement and recruitment fees for purposes
of enabling compliance with the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

H.R. 2187. An act to direct the Securities
and Exchange Commission to revise its regu-
lations regarding the qualifications of nat-
ural persons as accredited investors; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

H.R. 2209. An act to require the appropriate
Federal banking agencies to treat certain
municipal obligations as level 2A liquid as-
sets, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

H.R. 3784. An act to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to establish an Office of
the Advocate for Small Business Capital For-
mation and a Small Business Capital Forma-
tion Advisory Committee, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

H.R. 4168. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Investment Incentive Act of 1980 to re-
quire an annual review by the Securities and
Exchange Commission of the annual govern-
ment-business forum on capital formation
that is held pursuant to such Act.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute:

H.R. 757. A bill to improve the enforcement
of sanctions against the Government of
North Korea, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1493. A bill to protect and preserve
international cultural property at risk due
to political instability, armed conflict, or
natural or other disasters, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1882. A bill to support the sustainable re-
covery and rebuilding of Nepal following the
recent, devastating earthquakes near
Kathmandu.

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, without amendment:

S. 2426. A bill to direct the Secretary of
State to develop a strategy to obtain ob-
server status for Taiwan in the International
Criminal Police Organization, and for other
purposes.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. MORAN, Mrs. MCCASKILL,
and Mr. KING):

S. 2478. A Dbill to amend title 31, United
States Code, to require the Secretary of the
Treasury to provide for the purchase of paper
United States savings bonds with tax re-
funds; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and
Mr. COATS):
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