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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 26, 2016, at 10 a.m. 

House of Representatives 
MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 2016 

The House met at 2 p.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MESSER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 25, 2016. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable LUKE 
MESSER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Gene Hemrick, St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church, Washington, D.C., of-
fered the following prayer: 

Heavenly Father, in our Library of 
Congress, a beautiful lunette con-
taining the words of Psalm 4 remind us 
of an enriching lifelong pursuit: ‘‘Wis-
dom is the principal thing. Therefore, 
get wisdom, and with all thy getting, 
get understanding.’’ 

In present times that are 
transitioning from a pre-technological 
age to a technological age at a torrid 
pace, we pray, Lord: Bless this Con-
gress with the wisdom and under-
standing needed to effectively meet our 
post-modern challenges. 

May its legacy be a nation that has 
blessed us and future generations with 
the beauty, goodness, and wholesome 
progress God intends for our world. 

Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair will lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 15, 2016. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
January 15, 2016 at 11:18 a.m.: 

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 107. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 21, 2016. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
January 21, 2016 at 10:50 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 607. 
That the Senate passed S. 2422. 
That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 28. 
That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 29. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bills and joint resolution were 
signed by Speaker pro tempore MESSER 
on Friday, January 15, 2016: 

S. 142, to require special packaging 
for liquid nicotine containers, and for 
other purposes; 

S. 1115, to close out expired grants; 
S. 1629, to revise certain authorities 

of the District of Columbia courts, the 
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