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its most economically trying periods. 
Falling oil and gas prices provided an 
opportunity for him to reach across the 
aisle and work with Democrats and Re-
publicans alike to develop solutions to 
benefit the State and her residents. He 
is well known for his bipartisanship, 
which has brought lasting change and 
has resulted in a better quality of life 
for everyone living in the West. 

His political career did not end after 
serving as Governor. In 1999, President 
Bill Clinton appointed him to serve as 
the U.S. Ambassador to Ireland. He 
graciously accepted the position, and 
he and Jane moved to Dublin. His serv-
ice as Ambassador surpassed all expec-
tations of success. Mike was instru-
mental in the implementation of the 
Good Friday Agreement in the United 
Kingdom. With his special brand of 
warmth, humility, and integrity, Mike 
dutifully served both the United States 
and the world in this important role. 

Another of the principles listed in 
the Cowboy Ethics code is ‘‘Ride for 
the brand.’’ Upon meeting him, it is 
immediately apparent that Mike lives 
and breathes the spirit of the West. He 
has an intimate knowledge of the 
issues facing western States today, in-
cluding the challenges of balancing en-
ergy development with natural re-
source preservation. 

He is a natural leader, and his pas-
sion for the State has served him well 
in many other important roles. During 
his tenure as Governor, he was the 
chairman of the Western Governors’ 
Association, as well as the Interstate 
Oil and Gas Compact Commission, 
which focuses on the responsible, envi-
ronmentally sound development of 
America’s oil and gas resources. He has 
won numerous awards in honor of his 
service and commitment to giving 
back, including a Distinguished Serv-
ice Medal from the Wyoming National 
Guard, an award of merit from the Wy-
oming Heritage Society, and the Presi-
dent’s Award from the Wyoming State 
Bar. Despite these grand honors, Mike 
remains humble, choosing to spend 
time with his wife and family while en-
hancing his community and State. He 
certainly does ride for the brand. 

Mike’s accomplishments are numer-
ous, and for every one of them, his be-
loved wife, Jane Metzler Sullivan, has 
been by his side. As a third generation 
Wyoming native, Jane possesses an in-
credible value system reflective of the 
State’s moral compass. Every bit a 
presence as her husband, Jane prides 
herself on making contributions to her 
community and State. She once said, 
‘‘Communities give us the opportunity 
to make our lives meaningful.’’ The 
couple has been married for 54 years. 
Today, they enjoy the company of 
their three children and their spouses: 
Michelle Sullivan and Bryan Kuehl, 
Patrick and Ming Sullivan, and The-
resa and JR Twiford. They adore their 
seven grandchildren: Patrick, Maggie, 
Caitie, Caitlyn, Michael, Jack, and 
Julia. I am confident that both Mike 
and Jane delight in sharing the best 

parts of their souls with their loving 
family. 

Mike has been gifted with bright 
ideas and a subtle sense of humor. He is 
jovial and kind and remains deeply ac-
tive in the community of Casper. Folks 
who know him love him. He is a sea-
soned diplomat, a generous patron, and 
a passionate advocate for Wyoming. He 
champions Wyoming’s cowboy spirit, 
and his mission to preserve and share 
the legacy of the American West with 
others is truly outstanding. 

I invite my colleagues to join me in 
celebrating this incredible man as he is 
named the 2016 Citizen of the West. We 
simply could not ask for a better lead-
er, role model, or friend.∑ 
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REMEMBERING OZELL SUTTON 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize the life and legacy 
of civil rights activist Ozell Sutton. A 
native of Gould, AR, Sutton paved the 
way for desegregation in the Natural 
State and throughout the South along-
side Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
other civil rights leaders. 

After graduating from Dubar High 
School in Little Rock, Sutton studied 
at Philander Smith College where he 
earned a degree in political science. 

He broke barriers as the Arkansas 
Democrat’s first Black journalist. In 
2012, he shared the story of his hiring, 
saying that he didn’t know anything 
about journalism but was hired because 
the Democrat ‘‘wanted to reach the 
black community.’’ 

He worked at the newspaper for 7 
years where he made a difference in 
how the newspaper covered the Afri-
can-American community. He chal-
lenged the status quo, inspiring change 
in the news stories to refer to Black 
men and women as ‘‘Mr.’’ and ‘‘Mrs.,’’ 
just as it did with the White popu-
lation. 

Sutton was an activist serving as a 
decoy at Central High School in 1957 
when the Little Rock Nine integrated 
the school. He recalled being beaten 
after the mob figured out he was a 
decoy. 

He led integration efforts in Arkan-
sas while serving as assistant director 
of the Arkansas Council on Human Re-
lations from 1961 to 1966 and joined 
civil rights leaders to pave the way for 
equality across the country. He joined 
the historic march on Washington and 
marched for voting rights in Selma. 

Following the death of Dr. King, he 
served Governor Winthrop Rockefeller 
as the director of the Governor’s Coun-
cil on Human Resources from 1968–1970 
and continued his public service with 
the U.S. Department of Justice Com-
munity Relations Services. In 1972 he 
was appointed the director in the 
southeast region. He held that position 
until his retirement in 2003. 

As a member of Alpha Phi Alpha, 
Sutton served as regional vice presi-
dent of the southwest region and 
southern region before going on to 
serve as the 26th general president. 

In 2012, Sutton was presented a Con-
gressional Gold Medal as one of the 
first African Americans to serve in the 
U.S. Marine Corps. 

Ozell Sutton dedicated his life to 
bettering the lives of future genera-
tions. He was a true American hero 
whose leadership helped fight desegre-
gation and lay the foundation for 
equality. My thoughts and prayers go 
out to his family during this difficult 
time.∑ 
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HONOR FLIGHT NORTHERN 
COLORADO 

∑ Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask 
to have printed in the RECORD a copy of 
my remarks to honor the veterans of 
Honor Flight Northern Colorado. 

The material follows: 
HONOR FLIGHT NORTHERN COLORADO 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I rise today 
to honor the veterans of Honor Flight North-
ern Colorado and the organization’s 15th trip 
to Washington, DC. This group includes vet-
erans from various wars and generations, but 
all are linked by their service to our coun-
try. 

Ten years ago, the Honor Flight was cre-
ated to fly veterans that had served in World 
War II to Washington, DC so they could visit 
the World War II memorial. Now, the Honor 
Flight welcomes veterans from across the 
country to fly to Washington, DC, free of 
charge, to visit the memorials of the wars 
these heroic veterans fought. Currently, 
there are more than 21.8 million veterans liv-
ing in the United States, and this growing 
population is continuously deserving of rec-
ognition. No matter the conflict, these vet-
erans made exceptional sacrifices in order to 
serve and defend our country. 

Of the 123 veterans on the most recent 
Honor Flight, 13 served in World War II, 43 
served in Korea, and 67 served in Vietnam. 

Please join me in honoring Paul Bechthold, 
Floyd Cooper, Raymond Ernest, Charles 
Hoelscher, Joseph Isley, Carl Johnson, Fred-
erick Kaehler, Rex McFadden, Allan Meenen, 
William Ramsey, Donald Stephens, John 
Ulvang, Ceylon Weller, Robert Ault, Adolfo 
Benavides, Henry Bjorklund, Edwin Bowker, 
Albert Cain, Kenneth Creamer, Robert 
Crouch, Gerald Donnelly, Robert Eckhardt, 
Gary Eyre, William Ferguson, Elmer Fortin, 
Glen Geilenkirchen, James Gribben, Kent 
Grimsley, Walter Harris, Warren Hawkins, 
Carl Heufel, Eugene Hitchman, Neil Hoff-
man, Frank Hummel, Harold Jochum, Eldon 
Johnson, Roy Johnson, Michael Kennedy, 
Jimmie Kramer, Burman Lorenson, Robert 
McCauley, Gerald Meis, Robert Plick, Don-
ald Reininger, Earl Reynolds, William Rich-
ardson, Royal Ryser, Merle Sapp, Raymond 
Schmitz, Ralph Sherman, Ned Steel, Vernon 
Sterkel, Richard Vandewalker, Richard 
Weinmeister, Donald Wiseman, Paul Zim-
merman, Walter Amack, Ernest Anderson, 
Bruce Avery, Allen Brink, Wayne Burris, 
Gary Cain, James Christopher, Richard 
Cobb, Harold Colaizzi, Harold Collins, Wil-
liam Deivert, Russell Emmons, Michael 
Ferrell, Osia Fox, Robert Goodwin, Jerald 
Gossel, Josef Gruenwald, David Hallahan, 
Charles Ham, Calvin Hamilton Jr., Arnold 
Hart, Leland Haskell, Charles Hixon, Mi-
chael Jacomet, Dale Jenkins, Doyle Jenkins, 
Jimmie Johnston, Patrick Kistler, Edward 
Lobb, Danny Lynn, Thomas Marlo, Manuel 
Martinez, John McCarthy, Edward Meikel, 
Marilyn Miyaima, Royce Modisette, Stephen 
Mulvihill, Charles Munroe, Rueben Olivas 
Jr., Edward Olson, Ralph Otte, Stephen 
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