7
S8730

spirit of national unity to seek what is best for
the country;

(5) recognizes that while the Government of
Burma has made important progress towards de-
mocratication, there remain serious challenges
and impediments to the realization of full demo-
cratic and civilian government, including the
reservation of unelected seats for the military
and the disenfranchisement of groups of people
including the Rohingya;

(6) expresses hope that newly elected members
of parliament will contribute to the ongoing po-
litical transformation and will herald a new
generation of responsible democratic leadership
in Burma;

(7) calls on the Government of Burma to sup-
port meaningful efforts to reform the 2008 Con-
stitution of Burma, with the full and unfettered
participation of all the people of Burma and in
a manner that promotes and protects democratic
development of Burma and safeguards against
arbitrary interference by the military;

(8) calls on the Government of Burma to re-
lease all political prisoners;

(9) supports negotiations between the Govern-
ment of Burma and ethnic groups and organiza-
tions toward a genuine national ceasefire;

(10) encourages the President of the United
States, in close and timely consultation with
Congress, to continue to support efforts to pro-
mote genuine democratic transition and to en-
sure that any changes in United States policy
toward Burma, including the consideration of
any potential relaxation of restrictions, are
aligned with support for a genuine and sustain-
able democratic transition; and

(11) reaffirms that the people of the United
States will continue to stand with the people of
Burma in support of democracy, partnership,
and peace.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendment be agreed
to; that the resolution, as amended, be
agreed to; that the preamble be agreed
to; and that the motions to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

320), as

CELEBRATING THE 135TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF DIPLOMATIC RELA-
TIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES AND ROMANIA

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 322, S. Res. 326.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 326) celebrating the
135th anniversary of diplomatic relations be-
tween the United States and Romania.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations with an
amendment to the preamble.

(Omit the part in boldface brackets
and insert the part printed in italic.)

S. RES. 326

Whereas the United States established dip-

lomatic relations with Romania in June 1880;
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Whereas the Governments of the United
States and Romania strive to continually
improve cooperation between government
leaders and strengthen the two countries’
strategic partnership, focusing on the polit-
ical-military relationship, law-enforcement
collaboration, trade and investment opportu-
nities, and energy security;

Whereas the Governments of the United
States and Romania are committed to sup-
porting human rights, advancing the rule of
law, democratic governance, economic
growth, and freedom;

Whereas Romania joined the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO) in 2004, and
has established itself both as a resolute ally
of [both] the United States and as a strong
NATO member;

Whereas the Government of Romania con-
tinues to improve its military capabilities,
and has repeatedly demonstrated its willing-
ness to provide forces and assets in support
of operations that address the national secu-
rity interests of the United States and all
NATO members, including deployments to
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, and Kosovo;

Whereas, in 2011, the United States and Ro-
mania issued the ‘‘Joint Declaration on
Strategic Partnership for the 21st Century
Between the United States of America and
Romania,”” reflecting increasing cooperation
between our countries to promote security,
democracy, free market opportunities, and
cultural exchange;

Whereas the United States and Romania
signed a ballistic missile defense (BMD)
agreement in 2011, allowing the deployment
of United States personnel, equipment, and
anti-missile interceptors to Romania;

Whereas, in October 2014, the United States
Navy formally launched Naval Support Fa-
cility Deveselu to achieve the goals of the
2011 BMD agreement and thus established
the first new United States Navy base since
1987;

Whereas, in September 2015, Romania
stood up a NATO Force Integration Unit;

Whereas Romania will host the Alliance’s
Multinational Division-Southeast head-
quarters in Bucharest and commits signifi-
cant resources to the Very High Readiness
Joint Task Force;

Whereas Romania has agreed to host com-
ponents of the United States European
Phased Adaptive Approach missile defense
system, which will be operational by the end
of 2015; and

Whereas, for the past 25 years, the Govern-
ment of Romania has shown leadership in ad-
vancing stability, security, and democratic
principles in Central and Eastern Europe,
the Western Balkans, and the Black Sea re-
gion, especially in the current difficult re-
gional context: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) celebrates the 135th anniversary of
United States-Romanian diplomatic rela-
tions;

(2) congratulates the people of Romania on
their accomplishments as a great nation; and

(3) expresses appreciation for Romania’s
unwavering partnership with the United
States.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to; that the amend-
ment to the preamble be agreed to;
that the preamble, as amended, be
agreed to; and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

326) was

December 16, 2015

The amendment to the preamble was

agreed to.
The preamble, as amended, was
agreed to.

———

CONDEMNING THE ONGOING SEX-
UAL VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
AND CHILDREN FROM YEZIDI,
CHRISTIAN, SHABAK, TURKMEN,
AND OTHER RELIGIOUS COMMU-
NITIES BY ISLAMIC STATE OF
IRAQ AND SYRIA MILITANTS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 297, S. Res. 310.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 310) condemning the
ongoing sexual violence against women and
children from Yezidi, Christian, Shabak,
Turkmen, and other religious communities
by Islamic State of Iraq and Syria militants
and urging the prosecution of the perpetra-
tors and those complicit in these crimes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 1
am here to support the bipartisan ef-
forts and goals of my colleagues in S.
Res. 310, which condemns the ongoing
sexual violence perpetrated by ISIL
against women and children from
Yezidi and other religious commu-
nities.

The horrific and despicable actions of
ISIL against women and girls who were
kidnapped, enslaved, tortured, raped,
and impregnated in conflict-affected
regions there and others around the
world are one of the horrors of ter-
rorism. This resolution addresses it,
but it could and should have gone
much further. In fact, it lacks the rec-
ognition of the full range of support
that Yezidi survivors of sexual violence
desperately need. That is the reason
that I offered two amendments to im-
prove this important resolution, to
urge the President to exercise his ex-
isting authority. No new author is nec-
essary for him to provide and support
age-appropriate, comprehensive post-
violence care, including the provision
of treatment to prevent HIV infection,
trauma and surgical care, mental
health services, social and legal sup-
port, and a full range of medically nec-
essary reproductive health services, in-
cluding emergency contraception, safe
abortion care, and maternal health
services.

When the horrors that ISIL inflicts
on the Yezidis came to light in the New
York Times report entitled ‘“‘ISIS En-
shrines a Theology of Rape,” including
systematic rape of women and children
in ISIL-held territory, I demanded that
our great Nation take action. I refer
my colleagues’ attention to that arti-
cle.

We cannot allow for the continued
use of rape as a tool of warfare to de-
stabilize and disrupt communities, to
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