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going to war, ladies and gentlemen, but 
war has been declared on the United 
States, on Israel, and on Europe. By 
George, it is time we declared war back 
on them. That is why we need to in-
crease this memorandum of under-
standing to that $5 billion mark for 
that year, and that will send a power-
ful message as to how strong Israel and 
the United States’ relationship is. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. SMITH), the chairman of 
the Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 
Africa, Global Health, Global Human 
Rights, and International Organiza-
tions. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank 
the gentleman. 

First of all, let me thank our distin-
guished chairman for offering yet an-
other important bill in the fight 
against terrorism, especially as it re-
lates to Hezbollah. The Hezbollah 
International Financing Prevention 
Act of 2015, has been very adequately 
explained by both the chairman and 
the ranking member. I don’t want to be 
redundant, but it is a very, very impor-
tant bill that will make a difference. 

Hezbollah, as we all know, is a ter-
rorist organization and is a proxy of 
the Iranian regime, which directly 
threatens our close ally Israel as well 
as ourselves. This bill would help hob-
ble Hezbollah’s ability to finance its 
terrorist activities, and it is strongly 
deserving of the support of every Mem-
ber of this Chamber. 

This bill sends a message to the ad-
ministration. It seeks to mitigate at 
least some of the damage that has been 
unleashed by President Obama’s mis-
guided policy towards Iran, and by an 
egregiously flawed nuclear arms deal 
that lifts sanctions that will free up 
billions of dollars for the regime in 
Tehran to finance anti-American and 
anti-Israel terror groups, such as 
Hezbollah. 

Let’s not forget that Hezbollah is an 
organization that has attacked Ameri-
cans. It not only fires missiles 
unprovoked—like Hamas—into Israel, 
but it finances all sorts of terror and 
bombings, including of U.S. Embassies. 
Many of the terrorists associated with 
Hezbollah were involved with the kill-
ing of the marines back in the early 
1980s. One of those marines was Paul 
Innocenzi, from my district—from my 
hometown—who left behind his dear 
wife and children. She was left a 
widow, as were many others, by that 
horrific act of terrorism. 

I ask Members to support this bill. 
Again, I thank Chairman ROYCE for his 
leadership. I will remind my colleagues 
that, I think, to date, the chairman has 
had about 35—three dozen—hearings on 
Iran and on issues related to Iran. 
Every aspect of our misguided policy 
has been focused upon, as have the 
ideas that seek, to mitigate the dam-
age. This is one of those initiatives. 
Interdict the money flow, and you can 
help to stop some of the terrorism. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Colleagues, in closing, we all know 
too well that Iran is the world’s lead-
ing state sponsor of terror and that its 
most destructive terrorist tool is 
Hezbollah. This group’s nefarious ac-
tivities are not limited to terrorism. 
They range from drug trafficking to 
other forms of illicit activity. 
Hezbollah has transformed into one of 
the world’s most sophisticated and 
complex and dangerous terror organi-
zations. 

H.R. 2297 is the adequate response to 
meet this challenge. On the terror fi-
nancing front, this bill would move the 
ball forward by sanctioning foreign 
banks for knowingly doing business 
with Hezbollah. The bill would also ex-
pose Hezbollah’s television apparatus, 
as I mentioned before, Al-Manar, which 
is used for logistical, propaganda, and 
fundraising purposes. 
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Again, I want to commend Chairman 
ROYCE and commend all the other peo-
ple who worked so hard making this a 
reality. This will be signed into law. 
This will go to the President’s desk. I 
think we can all be proud, once again, 
of the bipartisan way in which the For-
eign Affairs Committee works. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
important legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self the balance of my time. 
I would just remind our colleague 

that, yes, indeed, Hezbollah has cost 
the lives of 260 marines and other U.S. 
service personnel. 

I would share with you that in 2006, 
during the second Lebanon war—during 
the Hezbollah war, as I would call it— 
I was in Haifa. At that time, I wit-
nessed what were probably 4,000 to 5,000 
rockets being fired over a period of 
time into Israel and saw firsthand the 
human cost of this. 

I mentioned the 260 marines that died 
in two attacks. Going down to the 
trauma hospital and seeing firsthand 
the 600 victims of those Hezbollah at-
tacks, including the realization that 
Hezbollah had tunnelled underneath 
Israel’s territory to bring fighters up 
within Israel, you see the impact that 
Iran’s encouragement, money, and 
training is having on these terrorist 
fighters, and you see the consequence 
and the cost in terms of human lives 
lost. 

Representative ELIOT ENGEL and I, 
after the Gaza conflict, by the way, 
were in one of these tunnels that came 
up right outside of a school. This one 
was coming from Hamas but, again, fi-
nanced by Iran. The engineering work 
for the tunnels in Lebanon underneath 
the border there was, again, done by 
Iran. 

You look at these rockets, whether 
they are the antiaircraft rockets or the 
antiship rockets and missiles or the 
ground-to-ground missiles, where do 
they get these rockets? They get them 
from Iran. When I was in Haifa, there 
were maybe 15,000 of those rockets. 

Today, as you know, there are over 
100,000. 

Mr. ENGEL and I have held a number 
of hearings on this subject. But those 
100,000 rockets have a much longer 
range, again, thanks to Iran. 
Hezbollah, in the meantime, is gaining 
in its position and strength mone-
tarily, both from the money it gets 
from Iran and from its clandestine ac-
tivities in smuggling. We have an op-
portunity with this legislation to cut 
off its international financing. 

I want to thank my colleagues for 
their work because we have got to have 
a strategy that cuts off their illicit ac-
tivities and that holds other countries 
and banking systems accountable. We 
have got to go after the vulnerabilities 
that Hezbollah has in terms of sus-
taining this terror network. Let’s cut 
off their cash and their support system 
with this legislation. I urge passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ments to the bill, H.R. 2297. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a bill of the 
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 

S. 571. An act to amend the Pilot’s Bill of 
Rights to facilitate appeals and to apply to 
other certificates issued by the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, to require the revision 
of the third class medical certification regu-
lations issued by the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes. 

f 

FIRST RESPONDERS PASSPORT 
ACT OF 2015 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3750) to waive the passport fees 
for first responders proceeding abroad 
to aid a foreign country suffering from 
a natural disaster, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3750 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘First Re-
sponders Passport Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. PASSPORTS FOR FIRST RESPONDERS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section 
1 of the Passport Act of June 4, 1920 (22 
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U.S.C. 214), is amended, in the third sen-
tence, by inserting after ‘‘to attend a funeral 
or memorial service for such member;’’ the 
following: ‘‘from an individual who is oper-
ating under a contract, grant, or cooperative 
agreement with the United States Govern-
ment, including a volunteer, who is pro-
ceeding abroad to aid a foreign country suf-
fering from a natural disaster as determined 
by the Secretary;’’. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 
the end of the first full fiscal year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of State shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate a report on the 
number of waivers of fees for the execution 
and issuance of passports to first responders 
under section 1 of the Act of June 4, 1920, as 
amended by subsection (a) of this section, for 
such fiscal year. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BRENDAN F. BOYLE) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks and to include any ex-
traneous material for the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I begin by thanking Representative 

DARRELL ISSA, a senior member of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee and the 
former chairman of the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform, for 
authoring this very straightforward 
piece of legislation. 

When catastrophe strikes overseas, 
America’s first responders deploy all 
over the world. They assist in some of 
the most difficult and damaged envi-
ronments that we could only imagine: 
the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, the 2014 
flooding in Paraguay, earlier this year 
following the earthquake in Nepal. 
Rushing to the front lines of human 
need, leaving their own families, they 
represent the true face of American 
compassion. 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
ISSA) is at the cutting edge of this 
issue, and his trips to visit these spots 
speak on an issue that he knows of 
very well when he says that these 
brave men and women have saved 
countless lives on this planet over the 
years. This bill that he has written, the 
First Responders Passport Act, is an 
important amendment to the Passport 
Act of 1920, allowing the Secretary of 
State to waive passport fees for those 
first responders who have volunteered 
to serve our country and volunteered 
to travel abroad to aid others in their 
time of greatest need. 

Currently, the passport fee waiver 
can only be exercised for a very limited 
group, largely comprised of officers or 

employees of the U.S. traveling abroad 
on official duty. What this bill would 
do is to extend that waiver to include 
first responders that are working under 
a contract with the United States Gov-
ernment. 

The U.S. Agency for International 
Development contracts with approxi-
mately 450 first responders every year. 
These first responders are required to 
maintain a valid passport in case of im-
mediate deployment, which can cost as 
much as $165 per passport for a first- 
time applicant. These fees are not cov-
ered by the USAID contract or the 
country but, rather, are paid out of 
pocket by the individual. 

These first responders are serving in 
support of our national interests. They 
are putting their own lives at risk to 
provide immediate medical response 
following a natural disaster like the ’04 
Indian Ocean earthquake, which un-
leashed devastating tsunamis on Thai-
land, Indonesia, and Sri Lanka. 

Many of the first responders that de-
ploy abroad come from the search and 
rescue teams based in Los Angeles 
County, California, and Fairfax Coun-
ty, Virginia. Waiving the passport fee 
for those brave and selfless enough to 
help those in the greatest need is the 
least we can do. I commend Congress-
man ISSA for doing this. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-

vania. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of this measure. 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 

Chairman ROYCE, Ranking Member 
ENGEL, my colleague and friend from 
California (Mr. ISSA), and my fellow 
Foreign Affairs Committee colleagues 
for their unanimous support in helping 
our first responders answer the call to 
service when a natural disaster strikes 
abroad. 

Every year, Americans bravely go 
abroad to help victims of natural disas-
ters in foreign lands, such as the 2010 
earthquake in Haiti, the 2008 cyclone in 
Yemen, and 2015 Hurricane Patricia in 
Mexico, just to name a few. 

Earlier this year, the world was 
shocked by the images of Nepal’s 7.8 
magnitude earthquake that killed over 
8,600 and injured over 16,800. The 
United States was one of the largest 
donors to the relief and rebuilding ef-
fort in the wake of this catastrophe 
through charitable donations, DOD do-
nations, and search and rescue oper-
ations and efforts. The United States’ 
search and rescue teams searched for 
survivors trapped in debris. 

These first responders continuously 
put their lives on the line at home and 
abroad. Mr. Speaker, this is an example 
of American leadership. Their bravery 
and efforts do not go unnoticed. We 
should all do what we can to make 
their endeavors easier. 

Unfortunately, American contractors 
and volunteers, despite being coordi-
nated by USAID, are subject to pass-
port fees at their own expense when at-
tempting to travel abroad in response 

to these disasters. To alleviate this ob-
stacle, H.R. 3750, the First Responders 
Passport Act, would allow the Sec-
retary of State to grant their passports 
free of charge. 

I am proud to have introduced this 
commonsense bill with the gentleman 
from California (Mr. ISSA) because con-
tractors and volunteers deserve the 
same treatment as government em-
ployees when they are being sent 
abroad to offer their service on behalf 
of our Nation. 

Cultural diplomacy, like the services 
these brave men and women provide in 
the face of international disasters, is 
critical to our international image and 
international relations. I ask that my 
colleagues support this bipartisan, 
commonsense legislation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 

minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ISSA), a senior member of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the author of this bill. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairman ROYCE and Ranking Member 
ENGEL for bringing this, in a timely 
fashion, to the floor. I want to thank 
my partner in this legislation, Mr. 
BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 

Now, Congress often does things and 
makes a lot of to-do about it. I don’t 
want to overstate this simple technical 
correction, but I don’t want to under-
state it either. The fact is America is 
proud of people who volunteer or 
choose, in the worst possible condi-
tions, to go in harm’s way, to go in 
devastation’s way. 

It is a small thing, but very meaning-
ful, to say that, one, they won’t have 
to pay for their passport out of their 
own pocket, and, two, although nor-
mally the contracts for these first re-
sponders come out of Los Angeles and 
Fairfax County, should there be a 
major disaster again that is beyond 
these first responders’ capability, the 
law will allow for anyone authorized by 
the United States Government to go 
and help in these areas to be granted, 
as necessary, a passport, including ex-
pediting fees, in order to get to the 
devastation quickly and with a min-
imum of bureaucracy involved. 

America knows about Haiti, Nepal, 
Japan, and so many other devastated 
areas over the last few years. Until 
today, America never took the time to 
simply say in this small way thank you 
to our first responders: Thank you for 
what you do. We certainly appreciate it 
enough for it to come out of the tax-
payers’ pocket to make sure it doesn’t 
have to come out of your own pocket 
when you are going, on behalf of the 
American people, to help those in need 
around the world. 

Again, I thank the chairman for his 
leadership in bringing this in a timely 
fashion. I urge support. 

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume for the purpose 
of closing. 

I would just say, briefly, that we are 
reminded each and every day that 
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American leadership abroad is needed 
now more than ever. Yes, this has a 
military component, it has an inter-
national relations and diplomacy com-
ponent, and it also has this soft power 
component. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a part of the soft 
power of the United States, harnessing 
the idealism and volunteerism of our 
people to do good for others around the 
world when they are most in need. This 
is a rather simple step that we can 
take to help those who are helping oth-
ers. I am proud to support it, and I ask 
that all Members support our legisla-
tion. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I would like to recognize the work of 

Representative ISSA and also Rep-
resentative BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania. I think that this bill, this 
First Responders Passport Act, is going 
to be an important change in the law 
in terms of encouraging people to be 
first responders. 

b 1145 
By extending a courtesy that we cur-

rently grant to employees of the gov-
ernment, we here have an opportunity 
to get first responders who have that 
expertise, those volunteers who travel 
the greatest distances to work in the 
harshest of conditions and to help 
those in greatest need. This, to me, I 
think is a great concept. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill so that we can take care of those 
who take care of others, our first re-
sponders. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3750, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

GLOBAL HEALTH INNOVATION ACT 
OF 2015 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2241) to direct the Administrator 
of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development to submit to 
Congress a report on the development 
and use of global health innovations in 
the programs, projects, and activities 
of the Agency, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2241 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Global 

Health Innovation Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. ANNUAL REPORT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and annually thereafter for a period of 4 
years, the Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment shall submit to Congress a report on 
the development and use of global health in-
novations in the programs, projects, and ac-
tivities of the Agency. 

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The report 
required by subsection (a) shall include the 
following: 

(1) A description of— 
(A) the extent to which global health inno-

vations described in subsection (a) include 
drugs, diagnostics, devices, vaccines, elec-
tronic and mobile health technologies, and 
related behavior change and service delivery 
innovations; 

(B) how innovation has advanced the Agen-
cy’s commitments to achieving an HIV/ 
AIDS-free generation, ending preventable 
child and maternal deaths, and protecting 
communities from infectious diseases, as 
well as furthered by the Global Health Stra-
tegic Framework; 

(C) how goals are set for health product de-
velopment in relation to the Agency’s 
health-related goals and how progress and 
impact are measured towards those goals; 

(D) how the Agency’s investments in inno-
vation relate to its stated goals; and 

(E) progress made towards health product 
development goals. 

(2) How the Agency both, independently 
and with partners, donors, and public-private 
partnerships, is— 

(A) leveraging United States investments 
to achieve greater impact in health innova-
tion; 

(B) engaging in activities to develop, ad-
vance, and introduce affordable, available, 
and appropriate global health products; and 

(C) scaling up appropriate health innova-
tions in the development pipeline. 

(3) A description of collaboration and co-
ordination with other Federal departments 
and agencies, including the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, in support of 
global health product development, includ-
ing a description of how the Agency is work-
ing to ensure critical gaps in product devel-
opment for global health are being filled. 

(4) A description of how the Agency is co-
ordinating and aligning global health inno-
vation activities between the Global Devel-
opment Lab, the Center for Accelerating In-
novation and Impact, and the Bureau for 
Global Health. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SIRES) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I rise in support of the Global Health 

Innovation Act introduced by the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SIRES). 

I would just point out that, over the 
past two decades, we have made un-
precedented progress in addressing 
some of the most difficult global 
health challenges of our time. Global 
rates of child mortality have dropped 
by 53 percent. Malaria deaths are down 
by 47 percent. Maternal mortality has 
been reduced by 44 percent. The eradi-
cation of polio is within reach. 

Yet, despite these successes, we have 
a long way to go. The Ebola outbreak 
in West Africa should serve as a stark 
reminder of the global threat of infec-
tious disease. Though child and mater-
nal mortality rates have been dras-
tically reduced, there are still 5.9 mil-
lion children under the age of 5 who 
died from preventable causes in 2015. 
There were 830 mothers who died from 
preventable causes every day. I have 
been to Africa and have often seen the 
disastrous effects of these diseases. 

USAID’s Global Development Lab 
and Center for Accelerating Innovation 
and Impact is working to address these 
global health challenges by bringing 
together science, technology, innova-
tion to develop low-cost, high-impact 
health technologies. 

This legislation, written by Mr. 
SIRES, before us today seeks to support 
these efforts while bettering congres-
sional oversight. It directs the admin-
istrator of USAID to submit to Con-
gress five annual reports on the devel-
opment and use of global health inno-
vations in its programs, particularly 
those relating to HIV/AIDS, to mater-
nal and child health and to combating 
infectious diseases. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SIRES), the ranking 
member of the Subcommittee on the 
Western Hemisphere, for bringing this 
forward in a timely manner. 

I urge Members to support the bill. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. I rise 
in support of this measure. 

I want to start by thanking Chair-
man ROYCE and Ranking Member 
ENGEL for their work on global health 
and their efforts to bring this bill to 
the floor. 

I would also like to thank the many 
Members who have cosponsored this 
bill, especially Congressman MARIO 
DIAZ-BALART, who has gracefully acted 
as the Republican lead. 

Additionally, I would like to thank 
the staffers who worked diligently to 
bring H.R. 2241 to the floor for a vote. 

Infectious diseases and other health 
conditions still claim the lives of near-
ly 9 million people each year. Emerg-
ing health threats, such as drug resist-
ance, pose a serious threat to human 
health across the globe. 

New vaccines, drugs, tests, and other 
health tools are desperately needed. 
Progress cannot be made without a 
sustained investment in research and 
development. 

U.S. investments in global health re-
search are central components of U.S. 
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