December 10, 2015

GAO AND OIG RECOMMENDATIONS

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
Jairs: Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs and Fed-
eral Management concluded a hearing to examine
the importance of following through on GAO and
OIG recommendations, including how implementing
recommendations can achieve financial benefits and
strengthen government performance, after receiving
testimony from Gene L. Dodaro, Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States, Government Account-
ability Office; Michael E. Horowitz, Chair, Council
of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency,
and Inspector General, Department of Justice; and
Jim H. Crumpacker, Director, Departmental
GAO-OIG Liaison Office, Department of Homeland
Security.
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BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported the following business items:

S.1318, to amend title 18, United States Code, to
provide for protection of maritime navigation and
prevention of nuclear terrorism, with an amendment
in the nature of a substitute; and

The nominations of Dana J. Boente, to be United
States Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia
for the term of four years, Robert Lloyd Capers, to
be United States Attorney for the Eastern District of
New York for the term of four years, John P.
Fishwick, Jr., to be United States Attorney for the
Western District of Virginia for the term of four
years, and Emily Gray Rice, to be United States At-
torney for the District of New Hampshire for the
term of four years, all of the Department of Justice.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 29 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 4208-4236; and 3 resolutions, H.
Res. 561-563 were introduced. Pages H9269-70

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H9271-72

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows:

H.R. 2406, to protect and enhance opportunities
for recreational hunting, fishing, and shooting, and
for other purposes, with an amendment (H. Rept.
114-377, Part 1); and

H. Res. 560, providing for consideration of the
conference report to accompany the bill (H.R. 644)
to reauthorize trade facilitation and trade enforce-
ment functions and activities, and for other purposes,
and providing for consideration of the Senate amend-
ments to the bill (H.R. 2250) making appropriations
for the Legislative Branch for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2016, and for other purposes (H.
Rept. 114-378). Page H9269

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Jenkins (WV) to act as
Speaker pro tempore for today. Page H9209

Recess: The House recessed at 10:22 a.m. and re-
convened at 12 noon. Page H9212

Recess: The House recessed at 12:39 p.m. and re-
convened at 2:48 p.m. Page H9217

Suspensions: The House agreed to suspend the rules
and pass the following measures:

Securing Fairness in Regulatory Timing Act of
2015: H.R. 3831, amended, to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to extend the annual com-
ment period for payment rates under Medicare Ad-
vantage; Pages H9217-18

Surface Transportation Board Reauthorization
Act of 2015: S. 808, to establish the Surface Trans-
portation Board as an independent establishment;

Pages H9218-23

Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2015: H.R.
4188, to authorize appropriations for the Coast
Guard for fiscal years 2016 and 2017; Pages H9223-42

Department of Homeland Security CBRNE De-
fense Act of 2015: H.R. 3875, amended, to amend
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to establish
within the Department of Homeland Security a
Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and Ex-
plosives Office; Pages H9242-48

DHS Science and Technology Reform and Im-
provement Act of 2015: H.R. 3578, amended, to
amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to
strengthen and make improvements to the Direc-
torate of Science and Technology of the Department
of Homeland Security, by a 25 yea-and-nay vote of
416 yeas with none voting “nay”, Roll No. 687;

Pages H9248-55, H9262-63
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State and Local Cyber Protection Act of 2015:
H.R. 3869, amended, to amend the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 to require State and local coordina-
tion on cybersecurity with the national cybersecurity
and communications integration center;

Pages H9255-57

Agreed to amend the title so as to read: “To
amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to assist
State and local coordination on cybersecurity with
the national cybersecurity and communications inte-
gration center, and for other purposes.”.  Page H9257

First Responder Identification of Emergency
Needs in Disaster Situations: H.R. 2795, amended,
to require the Secretary of Homeland Security to
submit a study on the circumstances which may im-
pact the effectiveness and availability of first re-
sponders before, during, or after a terrorist threat or
event, by a 24 yea-and-nay vote of 396 yeas to 12
nays, Roll No. 689. Pages H9257-62, H9264-65

Question of Privilege: Representative Pelosi rose to
a question of the privileges of the House and offered
a resolution. The Chair ruled that the resolution did
not constitute a question of the privileges of the
House. Subsequently, Representative Pelosi appealed
the ruling of the chair and Representative McCarthy
moved to table the appeal. Agreed to the motion to
table the appeal of the ruling of the chair by a yea-
and-nay vote of 242 yeas to 173 nays, Roll No. 688.

Pages H9263-64

Senate Messages: Message received from the Senate
by the Clerk and subsequently presented to the
House today and message received from the Senate
today appear on pages H9217, H9223.

Quorum Calls—Votes: Three yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear
on pages H9262-63, H9264, H9264-65. There

were no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 6 p.m.

Committee Meetings

TERRORISM AND THE VISA WAIVER
PROGRAM

Committee on Quersight and Government Reform: Sub-
committee on National Security; and Subcommittee
on Health Care, Benefits and Administrative Rules,
held a joint hearing entitled “Terrorism and the Visa
Waiver Program”. Testimony was heard from Kelli
Ann Burriesci, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Office of
Policy, Department of Homeland Security; and pub-
lic witnesses.
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CONFERENCE REPORT TO ACCOMPANY
THE TRADE FACILITATION AND TRADE
ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2015; SENATE
AMENDMENTS TO LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

Committee on Rules: Full Committee held a hearing on
a conference report to accompany H.R. 644, the
“Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforcement Act of
2015”; and Senate amendments to H.R. 2250, the
“Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 2016” {Fur-
ther Continuing Appropriations Act, 2016}. The
committee granted, by voice vote, a rule that pro-
vides for consideration of the conference report to ac-
company H.R. 644. The rule provides that the con-
ference report shall be considered as read. The rule
waives all points of order against the conference re-
port and against its consideration. The rule provides
that the previous question shall be considered as or-
dered without intervention of any motion except one
hour of debate and one motion to recommit if appli-
cable. The rule dictates that debate on the conference
report is divided pursuant to clause 8(d) of rule
XXII. Additionally, the rule provides for the consid-
eration of the Senate amendments to H.R. 2250.
The rule makes in order a single motion offered by
the chair of the Committee on Appropriations or his
designee that the House concur in the Senate
amendments to H.R. 2250. The rule waives all
points of order against consideration of the motion
and provides that it is not subject to a demand for
division of the question. The rule provides that the
Senate amendments and the motion shall be consid-
ered as read. The rule provides one hour of debate
on the motion equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. Testimony was heard from
Chairman Brady of Texas, and Representatives Levin
and Reichert.

AN OVERVIEW OF THE NATION’S
WEATHER SATELLITE PROGRAMS AND
POLICIES

Committee on  Science, Space, and Technology: Sub-
committee on Environment; and Subcommittee on
Oversight, held a joint hearing entitled “An Over-
view of the Nation’s Weather Satellite Programs and
Policies”. Testimony was heard from Stephen Volz,
Assistant  Administrator, National Environmental
Satellite, Data, and Information Services, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; and David
Powner, Director, Information Technology Manage-
ment Issues, Government Accountability Office.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.
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