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ideology, he displayed courage by ex-
panding health coverage for tens of
thousands of Nevadans.

I hope my friend and fellow Senator
from Nevada will follow our Governor’s
example and stand for our constitu-
ents’ health care. Too few Republicans
will. If ObamaCare is so awful, why are
Republicans from Kentucky, Wyoming,
North Dakota, and New Hampshire so
eager to use it? It is simple: The Af-
fordable Care Act expands coverage and
cuts costs. It is good for the States.
That is why Arizona expanded Med-
icaid. It is insuring hundreds of thou-
sands of Arizonans, as we talk now.

I was disappointed with my friend.
We served together, we came to the
House together, we came to the Senate
together, and he is the senior Senator
from Arizona. He made it clear that he
will vote for repeal, in spite of all the
people Dbenefiting from ObamaCare
back home. This is what JOHN MCCAIN
said: ‘‘Obviously the Governor and Leg-
islature in my state decided that they
wanted that program and so it is going
to trouble me in the vote.” The senior
Senator from Arizona acknowledged
that he is casting a vote in direct oppo-
sition to the needs of the people of Ari-
zona.

So if Republicans aren’t listening to
their constituents or State leaders, to
whom are they listening? As always,
the answer is corporations. Billion-dol-
lar companies have no trouble getting
congressional Republicans to do their
bidding. Even as they try to snatch
health coverage from 17 million Ameri-
cans, Republicans are throwing money
at corporations. That is what they plan
to do with the money saved by repeal-
ing the Affordable Care Act. They will
hand it over to corporations in the
form of tax breaks.

I have news for my own Republican
friends: These multibillion-dollar com-
panies don’t need your help. They are
doing just fine on their own. The Amer-
ican middle class needs help, but this
Republican Congress is doing nothing
to aid working families. Why are we
here if we are not here to help people
back home?

When Republican Presidential can-
didate John Kasich—somebody whom I
came to the House with in 1982—was
asked earlier this year why he chose to
expand Medicaid in the State of Ohio,
he gave this remarkable answer:

When you die and get to the meeting with
St. Peter, he’s probably not going to ask you
much about what you did about keeping gov-
ernment small. But he is going to ask you
what you did for the poor. You better have a
good answer.

That is from John Kasich. He is
right. This is an opportunity to help
unfortunate Americans who lack qual-
ity health insurance. I only wish Gov-
ernor Kasich could convince the junior
Senator from Ohio of that simple
truth.

I say to my Republican friends: Do
the right thing; stop this nonsense
about repeal of ObamaCare. Everyone
knows this repeal of the Affordable
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Care Act is going nowhere. Instead of
wasting everyone’s time and instead of
ignoring the wishes of the people back
home, let’s work together to improve
health care coverage. There are a lot of
things we can do by working together
to improve health care coverage for
Americans. Let’s move beyond repeal
and start making the Affordable Care
Act work even better for the American
people.

Would the Chair announce the busi-
ness of the Senate today.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ROUNDS). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

——
RESTORING AMERICANS’
HEALTHCARE FREEDOM REC-

ONCILIATION ACT OF 2015

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 3762, which
the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3762) to provide for reconcili-
ation pursuant to section 2002 of the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year
2016.

Pending:

McConnell amendment No. 2874, in the na-
ture of a substitute.

Murray/Wyden amendment No. 2876 (to
amendment No. 2874), to ensure that this Act
does not increase the number of uninsured
women or increase the number of unintended
pregnancies by establishing a women’s
health care and clinic security and safety
fund.

Johnson amendment No. 2875 (to amend-
ment No. 2874), to amend the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act to ensure that
individuals can keep their health insurance
coverage.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if I could
interrupt and apologize for that, I ask
unanimous consent that the time in
quorums called by the Chair be divided
equally between the majority and mi-
nority.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Under the previous order, the time
until 1:30 p.m. will be equally divided
in the usual form.

Mr. DURBIN. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, this
morning I will be joining—at the Presi-
dent’s invitation—a bipartisan group of
Congressmen and Senators to discuss
the need for criminal justice reform in
the country. I am actually very glad
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the President has shown such an inter-
est in this topic, one we have been
working on in the Congress for a num-
ber of years.

I have said it before and I will say it
again, I don’t agree with the President
on a lot of things, perhaps most things,
but I am glad to know he is making
this issue a priority. I think it is one of
those rare, magical moments where
you see things coming together on a bi-
partisan basis across the political spec-
trum, where we can actually make
some real progress that will benefit the
American people and make our crimi-
nal justice system fairer and more ef-
fective.

Of course, in the Senate, a diverse bi-
partisan group has shared this concern
for a very long time. While I appreciate
the President’s vocal support and for
convening the group to discuss it this
morning, I want to make it clear that
this legislation has been years in the
making. Actually, the impetus for the
part I contributed to the bill emanated
from a 2007 experiment in Texas in
prison reform. That legislation has
manifested itself in the Senate and is
now called the Sentencing Reform and
Corrections Act of 2015. It is a result of
a lot of hard work and some com-
promise, which is the only way things
actually get done around here in order
to build a bipartisan consensus, and it
brings targeted and much needed re-
forms to the Federal justice system.

I am very glad to be able to join with
the junior Senator from Rhode Island,
somebody, again, who is probably at
the opposite end of the political spec-
trum from me in terms of ideology, but
we have found common ground on this
important prison reform component.

Most prisoners will eventually be re-
leased into society, which is something
we have forgotten. Unfortunately, our
prisons have too often become ware-
houses for human beings, and we have
forgotten the reality that many of
them will be released back into soci-
ety. Yet we have done very little to
help prepare them to successfully reen-
ter society rather than get into that
turnstile that sometimes characterizes
our criminal justice system and many
end up right back in prison again. We
can’t save everybody, but I believe we
can offer an opportunity for some who
want to save themselves to improve
themselves and be better prepared to
reenter society as productive individ-
uals.

As I said, this reform was based on an
experiment in Texas starting back in
2007. People perhaps think of Texas as
being tough on crime, and indeed we
are, but we finally realized we also
have to be smart on crime. Prisons cost
money. Every time somebody reoffends
and ends up back in the prison system,
we have to pay the salaries of prosecu-
tors, public defenders, judges, and oth-
ers, and that is expensive. If we can
find a way to be fiscally more respon-
sible and actually be more effective
when it comes to the results, we ought
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