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owners by establishing a dedicated funding 
stream. Unfortunately the bill sponsor declined 
to make this change. 

I urge my colleagues to instead support 
H.R. 3997 which would much more effectively 
ensure that our veteran business owners have 
the opportunity to compete and succeed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DEB WEILAGE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 16, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Deb 
Weilage of Council Bluffs, Iowa, for being 
named a Parent Educator of the Year. She 
was honored recently at the Parents as 
Teachers Conference in Dallas, Texas. 

Deb, along with four other parent educators 
from around the country, accepted the award 
before 1,300 conference participants. Each of 
them there were representing early childhood, 
child care, health, mental health, social serv-
ices, and government agencies from across 
the nation and around the world. The Parent 
Educator of the Year award is intended to 
honor those individuals and affiliate programs 
whose practices exemplify the mission of Par-
ents as Teachers. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
leaders like Deb in the United States Con-
gress, and it is with great pride that I recog-
nize and applaud her for utilizing her talents to 
better the state of Iowa. I invite my colleagues 
in the United States House of Representatives 
to join me in congratulating her on receiving 
this esteemed designation, and wishing her 
the best of luck in all her future endeavors. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF EXPRESSING 
THE SENSE OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES REGARDING 
THE VICTIMS OF TERROR PRO-
TECTION FUND—HOUSE RESOLU-
TION 528 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 16, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the past 
36 hours have been a very trying time for the 
world family as we grapple with the reality of 
terrorists wreaking havoc in our world. 

One only needs to look at the current news 
events across the globe to appreciate the im-
perative of countering violent extremism, em-
powering and protecting victims of terror, refu-
gees and displaced persons. 

In the past three months alone, ISIS has 
claimed responsibility for crimes, atrocities and 
terroristic attacks, claiming lives in Saudi Ara-
bia, Yemen, Egypt, Beirut and Paris. 

Daesh-ISIL and other terrorist networks that 
have pledged allegiance to ISIS today pose 
the gravest extremist threat faced by our gen-
eration and those of our children. 

But we must not be moved by their evil 
ways, for eventually, the arc of the moral uni-
verse always tips on the side of justice of 
peace of equity of the rule of law. 

This is why I remain steadfast in my com-
mitment to combatting violent extremism and 
protecting victims. 

Today, I introduced legislation expressing 
the sense of the House of Representatives re-
garding the creation of a Victims of Terror Pro-
tection Fund. 

I urge support of this legislation. 
As a result of terrorism in the region and 

Boko Haram in particular in Nigeria, recent re-
ports inform us that Nigeria has the highest 
number of displaced persons in Africa and the 
third largest in the world, following Syria and 
Columbia. 

As we know, the recent coordinated attacks 
in Paris, following military interventions by at 
least two United Nations Security Council per-
manent members: Russia and France high-
lights the fact that we are dealing with an 
enemy of humanity and compels us to launch 
an international and coordinated strategy to di-
minish ISIS to protect our children and our 
children’s children. 

Moreover, the recent events underscore the 
importance of a Comprehensive Convention 
on International Terrorism to degrade and per-
manently destroy ISIS and its vitriolic ideology 
that is inflicting pain on innocent people. 

As we all know, humanitarian crises trig-
gered by sectarian and ideological violence 
has plagued our world at a disheartening rate. 

According to one United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR’s) annual 
Global Trends report, which is based on data 
compiled by governments and non-govern-
mental partner organizations, and from the or-
ganization’s own records, over 60 million peo-
ple have been forcibly displaced across the 
globe. 

Moreover, according to a report by the Inter-
national Displacement Monitor Center, an esti-
mated 3,300,000 persons have been dis-
placed and 5,500 killed as a result of the vio-
lence wreaked by Boko Haram. 

One United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) report asserts that as the most pop-
ulous nation in Africa with 174,000,000 per-
sons, 1,500,000 people have fled their homes 
to escape Boko Haram. 

In April, 2014, 276 girls were terrorized and 
kidnapped from their dormitories in Chibok by 
Boko Haram. 

In addition to the still missing Chibok girls, 
approximately 3,300,000 persons are dis-
placed in the Lake Chad Basin which sits on 
the edge of the Sahara which encompasses 
Chad, Cameroon, Niger and Nigeria. 

We must not forget these girls or displaced 
persons and must work to provide the support 
they will need to recover from the trauma they 
have suffered. 

The victims will be in dire need of humani-
tarian assistance which the Victims of Terror 
Protection Fund can provide. 

The Victims of Terror Protection Fund 
should be modeled after the cases of 
Khazistan and Equatorial Guinea where prior 
kleptocracy initiatives have been created to 
benefit communities and victims in need of 
support. 

A kleptocracy is when a government in 
power exploits or steals national resources, 
which unfortunately has happened all too often 
across the globe. 

Here, the United States Department of Jus-
tice through its Kleptocracy Asset Recovery 
Initiative has identified the forfeited ‘‘Abacha 
Funds,’’ funds stolen by former Nigerian dic-
tator Sanni Abacha. 

Indeed, the ‘‘Abacha Funds’’ is the largest 
kleptocracy forfeiture action ever brought in 

the United States resulting in a $450,000,000 
judgment of the forfeited assets facilitated by 
Justice’s remarkable Kleptocracy Asset Re-
covery Initiative. 

The Abacha Administration embezzled Nige-
rian public funds under other false claims, that 
the Administration was investing in national 
security measures to protect Nigeria and the 
Nigerian people. 

As we all see now, as a result of or in part 
because of the Abacha Administration’s failure 
to invest in and implement security measures, 
the security in Nigeria and the region is ten-
uous, with the country and region currently 
under continuous threat by the ISIS affiliated 
group Boko Haram. 

Indeed, Boko Haram and other sectarian 
terrorists have trafficked, kidnapped, murdered 
and caused the displacement of millions of 
children, women and men. 

Recovered victims displaced by terrorist ac-
tivity as well as refugees, migrants and inter-
nally displaced persons fleeing for their lives 
will be in dire need of protection and support. 

A Victim of Terror Protection Fund can sup-
ply health aid, educational support, employ-
ment training, economic empowerment, dignity 
and overall improved social welfare of these 
victims. 

I continue to have a deep appreciation of 
the patriotism, resilience, and commitment of 
the Nigerian people under the leadership of 
their newly democratically elected President 
Muhammadu Buhari. 

As an emerging democracy, Nigeria is a 
country that has faced its set of challenges, 
conflicts, and contradictions analogous to the 
human condition itself. 

Yet, resiliency flows through the veins and 
into the hearts of the Nigerian people. 

That is why I urge my colleagues to support 
the victims through the protection fund to pro-
tect, support and address the unprecedented 
migrant and refugee crisis across the Medi-
terranean triggered by violent extremism, con-
flict and natural disasters. 

Boko Haram is an existential threat to the 
human rights, well being and security of the 
Nigerian people and their regional neighbors 
with its relentless drive to commit genocide. 

Part of the strategy to help address the 
scourge of Boko Haram’s atrocity should be 
through the creation of a Victim of Terror Pro-
tection Fund and accessibility of military tech-
nical assistance to Nigeria and its regional 
neighbors pursuant to the UN Security Council 
and neighboring African countries call for ac-
celerated military collaboration to combat this 
extremist group. 

This is why I commend the U.S. Administra-
tion’s announcement that it is deploying 300 
U.S. troops to Africa to set up a drone base 
to track fighters from Boko Haram, which con-
tinues to seek to destabilize Nigeria and 
neighboring countries during its blood thirsty 
assault on innocent people. 

The U.S. forces’ presence will be critical to 
combatting Boko Haram, which now appears 
to continue to wage its vicious insurgency in 
Nigeria and now spilling into neighboring Cam-
eroon, Chad and Niger and leaving an esti-
mated 20,000 people dead. 

In light of these atrocities and its pleading of 
allegiance to the Islamic State (ISIS), we must 
remain vigilant of Boko Haram, since both 
groups are fighting to establish a caliphate 
across the Middle East and in Africa. 

Our global strategy for ending the suffering, 
preventing displacement and creating solu-
tions for displaced persons in Africa requires a 
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multi-pronged strategy which would involve a 
sustained humanitarian response, government 
and civil society capacity building, and the cre-
ation of resilient political and security infra-
structures and landscapes. 

This proposed Victims of Terror Protection 
Fund is one of the strategies for addressing 
the growing African migrant and refugee crisis. 

I commend President Buhari’s commitment 
to Nigerian security and his directive to local 
authorities to tighten vigilance in vulnerable 
places. 

I hope we continue to build a stronger alli-
ance with President Buhari and Nigeria. 

To succeed at all our objectives, Nigeria 
must have continued U.S. support in pro-
tecting victims of terror, technical training, 
logistical and infrastructural capabilities and 
professionalizing its military force to battle 
Boko Haram. 

Nigeria has emerged from so many trials 
and tribulations stronger, more united, more 
focused, and committed to reestablishing the 
stability, peace, security, growth, and develop-
ment of the country. 

I invite all Members including those who 
have supported previous efforts, letters and 
resolutions related to combatting terrorism and 
Boko Haram and the promotion of U.S. Nige-
ria relations to join me in sponsoring this reso-
lution expressing a sense of the House of 
Representatives regarding the Victims of Ter-
ror Protection Fund. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, No-
vember 17, 2015 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
NOVEMBER 18 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on SeaPower 

To receive a closed briefing on undersea 
critical infrastructure protection. 

SVC–217 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine the inter-

national climate negotiations. 
SD–406 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
Business meeting to consider H.R. 2820, 

to reauthorize the Stem Cell Thera-

peutic and Research Act of 2005, S. 1719, 
to provide for the establishment and 
maintenance of a National Family 
Caregiving Strategy, and the nomina-
tions of Victoria A. Lipnic, of Virginia, 
to be a Member of the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission for a 
term expiring July 1, 2020 (Reappoint-
ment), and Michael Herman Michaud, 
of Maine, to be Assistant Secretary of 
Labor for Veterans’ Employment and 
Training. 

SD–430 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine National 
Adoption Month, focusing on stories of 
success and meeting the challenges of 
international adoptions. 

SD–226 
11 a.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Business meeting to consider S. 571, to 
amend the Pilot’s Bill of Rights to fa-
cilitate appeals and to apply to other 
certificates issued by the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, to require the re-
vision of the third class medical cer-
tification regulations issued by the 
Federal Aviation Administration, S. 
1143, to make the authority of States of 
Washington, Oregon, and California to 
manage Dungeness crab fishery perma-
nent and for other purposes, S. 1518, to 
make exclusive the authority of the 
Federal Government to regulate the la-
beling of products made in the United 
States and introduced in interstate or 
foreign commerce, S. 1685, to direct the 
Federal Communications Commission 
to extend to private land use restric-
tions its rule relating to reasonable ac-
commodation of amateur service com-
munications, S. 1886, to reauthorize the 
Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observa-
tion System Act of 2009 and for other 
purposes, S. 1916, to include skilled 
nursing facilities as a type of health 
care provider under section 254(h) of 
the Communications Act of 1934, S. 
2044, to prohibit the use of certain 
clauses in form contracts that restrict 
the ability of a consumer to commu-
nicate regarding the goods or services 
offered in interstate commerce that 
were the subject of the contract, S. 
2206, to reduce the incidence of sexual 
harassment and assault at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, to reauthorize the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration 
Commissioned Officer Corps Act of 
2002, and to reauthorize the Hydro-
graphic Services Improvement Act of 
1998, the nominations of Anthony 
Rosario Coscia, of New Jersey, to be a 
Director of the Amtrak Board of Direc-
tors for a term of five years (Re-
appointment), and Derek Tai-Ching 
Kan, of California, to be a Director of 
the Amtrak Board of Directors for a 
term of five years, and routine lists in 
the Coast Guard. 

SR–253 
2 p.m. 

Joint Economic Committee 
To hold hearings to examine millennial 

voices on advancing the American 
dream. 

SD–106 
2:15 p.m. 

Committee on Indian Affairs 
Business meeting to consider S. 817, to 

provide for the addition of certain real 
property to the reservation of the 
Siletz Tribe in the State of Oregon, and 
S. 818, to amend the Grand Ronde Res-
ervation Act to make technical correc-

tions; to be immediately followed by a 
hearing to examine S. 410, to strength-
en Indian education, S. 1163, to amend 
the Native American Programs Act of 
1974 to provide flexibility and reauthor-
ization to ensure the survival and con-
tinuing vitality of Native American 
languages, and S. 1928, to support the 
education of Indian children. 

SD–628 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine pending cal-

endar business. 
SR–418 

NOVEMBER 19 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Alissa M. Starzak, of New 
York, to be General Counsel of the De-
partment of the Army, Franklin R. 
Parker, of Illinois, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy, John Conger, of 
Maryland, to be a Principal Deputy 
Under Secretary, and Stephen P. 
Welby, of Maryland, to be an Assistant 
Secretary, all of the Department of De-
fense. 

SD–G50 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
Business meeting to consider S. 329, to 

amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
to designate certain segments of the 
Farmington River and Salmon Brook 
in the State of Connecticut as compo-
nents of the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System, S. 556, to protect and 
enhance opportunities for recreational 
hunting, fishing, and shooting, S. 782, 
to direct the Secretary of the Interior 
to establish a bison management plan 
for Grand Canyon National Park, S. 
1583, to authorize the expansion of an 
existing hydroelectric project, S. 1592, 
to clarify the description of certain 
Federal land under the Northern Ari-
zona Land Exchange and Verde River 
Basin Partnership Act of 2005 to in-
clude additional land in the Kaibab Na-
tional Forest, S. 1694, to amend Public 
Law 103–434 to authorize Phase III of 
the Yakima River Basin Water En-
hancement Project for the purposes of 
improving water management in the 
Yakima River basin, S. 1941 and H.R. 
2223, bills to authorize, direct, expedite, 
and facilitate a land exchange in El 
Paso and Teller Counties, Colorado, S. 
1942 and H.R. 1554, bills to require a 
land conveyance involving the Elkhorn 
Ranch and the White River National 
Forest in the State of Colorado, S. 2046, 
to authorize the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission to issue an order 
continuing a stay of a hydroelectric li-
cense for the Mahoney Lake hydro-
electric project in the State of Alaska, 
S. 2069, to amend the Omnibus Public 
Land Management Act of 2009 to mod-
ify provisions relating to certain land 
exchanges in the Mt. Hood Wilderness 
in the State of Oregon, S. 2083, to ex-
tend the deadline for commencement of 
construction of a hydroelectric project, 
H.R. 373, to direct the Secretary of the 
Interior and Secretary of Agriculture 
to expedite access to certain Federal 
land under the administrative jurisdic-
tion of each Secretary for good Samari-
tan search-and-recovery missions, H.R. 
1324, to adjust the boundary of the 
Arapaho National Forest, Colorado, 
and the nominations of Suzette M. 
Kimball, of West Virginia, to be Direc-
tor of the United States Geological 
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