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years of age or older (passes would be avail-
able at the same cost as the National Parks 
and Federal Recreational Lands Pass). 

TITLE VII—NATIONAL PARK NEXT GENERATION 
STEWARDS 

NPS Interpretation and Education Authority 

Provides clear authority for the interpre-
tation and education work of the National 
Park Service by consolidating a number of 
disparate authorities currently used. 

Directs the Secretary of the Interior to en-
sure that management of National Park Sys-
tem units and related areas is enhanced by 
the availability and utilization of a broad 
program of the highest quality interpreta-
tion and education. 

Public Lands Corps Amendments 

Raises the age limit for participation in 
the Public Lands Corps from 25 to 30. This 
section also would provide non-competitive 
hiring status to a former Public Lands Corps 
member from the current 120 days after the 
member’s service is completed to a period of 
up to two years. 

Volunteers in Parks 

Removes the $3.5 million authorization 
ceiling for the Volunteers in the Parks to ac-
commodate the funding needed to support 
this growing program. 

TITLE VIII—NATIONAL PARK SERVICE VISITOR 
SERVICE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to 
establish the National Park Service Visitor 
Services Management Authority (VMSA) to 
award and manage contracts for the oper-
ation of commercial visitor services pro-
grams and activities. 

Authorizes the establishment of a VSMA 
operating board, a director of the VSMA, and 
the hiring of staff. 

Authorizes the use of funds collected by 
the VSMA from the contracts awarded to be 
available for expenditure by the VSMA in 
furtherance of the purposes of the law. 

TITLE IX—INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to 
enter into agreements for the creation of re-
productions of a museum object in which the 
object and its intellectual property rights 
are under the control of the Secretary. The 
agreements may include provisions for the 
collection of fees or royalties, which can be 
retained and used by the park or repository 
where the museum object is held. 

TITLE X—NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATION 

Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior 
and the Director of the National Park Serv-
ice as ex officio members of the National 
Park Foundation board. 

Authorizes appropriations of $25 million 
for each of fiscal years 2016 through 2026 to 
National Park Foundation, and prohibits the 
use of these finds for administrative ex-
penses of the Foundation. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 307—RECOG-
NIZING NATIONAL NATIVE 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 
AND CELEBRATING THE HERIT-
AGES AND CULTURES OF NA-
TIVE AMERICANS AND THE CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF NATIVE AMERI-
CANS TO THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. COCHRAN, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. 
GARDNER, Mr. HATCH, Mr. HEINRICH, 

Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. 
MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
UDALL, Mr. WARNER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. ENZI, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. 
JOHNSON, and Mr. REID) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 307 
Whereas from November 1, 2015, through 

November 30, 2015, the United States cele-
brates National Native American Heritage 
Month; 

Whereas National Native American Herit-
age Month is an opportunity to consider and 
recognize the contributions of Native Ameri-
cans to the history of the United States; 

Whereas Native Americans are descendants 
of the original, indigenous inhabitants of 
what is now the United States; 

Whereas the Bureau of the Census esti-
mated that in 2010, there were more than 
5,000,000 individuals of Native American de-
scent in the United States; 

Whereas Native Americans maintain vi-
brant cultures and traditions and hold a 
deeply rooted sense of community; 

Whereas Native Americans have moving 
stories of tragedy, triumph, and persever-
ance that need to be shared with future gen-
erations; 

Whereas Native Americans speak and pre-
serve indigenous languages, which have con-
tributed to the English language by being 
used as names of individuals and locations 
throughout the United States; 

Whereas Congress has consistently re-
affirmed the support of the United States of 
tribal self-governance and self-determination 
and the commitment of the United States to 
improving the lives of all Native Americans 
by— 

(1) enhancing health care and law enforce-
ment resources; and 

(2) improving the housing and socio-
economic status of Native Americans; 

Whereas the United States is committed to 
strengthening the government-to-govern-
ment relationship that the United States has 
maintained with the various Indian tribes; 

Whereas Congress has recognized the con-
tributions of the Iroquois Confederacy, and 
the influence of the Iroquois Confederacy on 
the Founding Fathers in the drafting of the 
Constitution of the United States with the 
concepts of— 

(1) freedom of speech; 
(2) the separation of governmental powers; 

and 
(3) the system of checks and balances be-

tween the branches of government; 

Whereas, with the enactment of the Native 
American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public 
Law 111–33; 123 Stat. 1922), Congress— 

(1) reaffirmed the government-to-govern-
ment relationship between the United States 
and Native American governments; and 

(2) recognized the important contributions 
of Native Americans to the culture of the 
United States; 

Whereas Native Americans have made dis-
tinct and important contributions to the 
United States and the rest of the world in 
many fields, including the fields of agri-
culture, medicine, music, language, and art; 

Whereas Native Americans have distin-
guished themselves as inventors, entre-
preneurs, spiritual leaders, and scholars; 

Whereas Native Americans have served 
with honor and distinction in the Armed 
Forces, and continue to serve in the Armed 
Forces in greater numbers per capita than 
any other group in the United States; 

Whereas the United States has recognized 
the contribution of the Native American 
code talkers in World War I and World War 
II, who used indigenous languages as an un-
breakable military code, saving countless 
lives in the United States; and 

Whereas the people of the United States 
have reason to honor the great achievements 
and contributions of Native Americans and 
their ancestors: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the month of November 2015, 

as National Native American Heritage 
Month; 

(2) recognizes the Friday after Thanks-
giving as ‘‘Native American Heritage Day’’ 
in accordance with section 2(10) of the Native 
American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public 
Law 111–33; 123 Stat. 1923); and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
observe National Native American Heritage 
Month and Native American Heritage Day 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 308—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF OCTOBER 20, 
2015, AS THE ‘‘NATIONAL DAY ON 
WRITING’’ 

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. ROB-
ERTS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 308 

Whereas people in the 21st century are 
writing more than ever before for personal, 
professional, and civic purposes; 

Whereas the social nature of writing in-
vites people of every age, profession, and 
walk of life to create meaning through com-
posing; 

Whereas more and more people in every oc-
cupation consider writing to be essential and 
influential in their work; 

Whereas writers continue to learn how to 
write for different purposes, audiences, and 
occasions throughout their lifetimes; 

Whereas developing digital technologies 
expand the possibilities for composing in 
multiple media at a faster pace than ever be-
fore; 

Whereas young people are leading the way 
in developing new forms of composing by 
using different forms of digital media; 

Whereas effective communication contrib-
utes to building a global economy and a 
global community; 

Whereas the National Council of Teachers 
of English, in conjunction with its many na-
tional and local partners, honors and cele-
brates the importance of writing through the 
National Day on Writing; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing cele-
brates the foundational place of writing in 
the personal, professional, and civic lives of 
the people of the United States; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing high-
lights the importance of writing instruction 
and practice at every educational level and 
in every subject area; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing em-
phasizes the lifelong process of learning to 
write and compose for different audiences, 
purposes, and occasions; 

Whereas the National Day on Writing hon-
ors the use of the full range of media for 
composing, from traditional tools like print, 
audio, and video to Internet website tools 
like blogs, wikis, and podcasts; and 

Whereas the National Day on Writing en-
courages all people of the United States to 
write, enjoy, and learn from the writing of 
others: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
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