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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PALAZZO).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 28, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVEN M.
PALAZZO to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———————

JOHN A. BOEHNER, THE SPEAKER
OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 56 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
pay tribute to the Speaker of the
House, JOHN BOEHNER.

Speaker BOEHNER and I, as some
would note, do not always agree. We
have been on opposite sides of this
floor and on opposite sides of debate
many times. However, that is behind us
for JOHN BOEHNER.

In all of the years I have served with
him, Speaker BOEHNER has shown me

the same kindness, grace, and friend-
ship that he has shown so many of his
House colleagues on both sides of the
aisle.

JOHN BOEHNER is a gentleman in the
truest sense of the word and is a leader
who, even in the act of stepping back
from his position in the leadership, has
always put the best interests of our
country first.

When it came time to make difficult
decisions, even in the face of strong op-
position from some in his own party,
Speaker BOEHNER was willing to work
across the aisle to make sure that this
House was achieving its most funda-
mental responsibilities to those we had
the honor of serving.

We did not have a catastrophic de-
fault on our debt—at least twice—in
large part because of JOHN BOEHNER’S
determination not to let it happen.
Millions of children benefitted from
the forms of No Child Left Behind be-
cause JOHN BOEHNER, the chairman of
the committee, put children’s interests
first and worked in partnership with
the late Senator Ted Kennedy and Con-
gressman George Miller.

That was in the best traditions of a
President Bush-sponsored piece of leg-
islation—a Republican chairman, a
Democratic chairman, and a ranking
Democrat working together on behalf
of our country’s interest.

JOHN BOEHNER worked to keep his
Conference and this House marching
forward down a productive path. His-
tory will be the judge of his success as
the leader of his party, but all of us
who have had the honor of serving with
him will judge him as we know him—a
considerate and thoughtful individual,
who is a patriot and who cares deeply
about this House and the Nation it
serves.

I want to thank him, as I would hope
all of our Members would and, frankly,
those Members who served with him,
but who are not in this House now, for
his service and for his friendship.

I want to wish him well and wish him
luck out there on the golf course,
where I am sure he will be spending a
lot more time—I am going to be envi-
ous of that—in addition to the time
that he will spend with his family and
in continuing to serve his community,
his State, and his Nation.

JOHN BOEHNER served his country and
this House of Representatives with fi-
delity and responsibility, and we
should all thank him for that.

We wish the Speaker and his wife,
Debbie, well as they embark on a new
phase of their lives. He has served his
country well. I am confident that he
will continue to do so.

———

DEBT CEILING BILL FINANCIALLY
IRRESPONSIBLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, Benjamin Franklin advised: ‘““When
you run in debt, you give to another
power over your liberty.”

Washington is in the middle of an
epic battle between elected officials
who, on the one hand, are financially
responsible, have the understanding
and backbone needed to prevent an
American bankruptcy, heed the wis-
dom of Founding Father Benjamin
Franklin, and fight out-of-control debt
that threatens our liberty, and you
have those elected officials who, on the
other hand, are financially irrespon-
sible and are too weak to resist spend-
ing money America does not have, has
to borrow to get, and can’t afford to
pay back.

This week Congress faces yet another
last-second debt deal, negotiated in se-
cret, sprung at the last moment, that
fails the American people by not fixing
the cause of the debt ceiling problem:
out of control deficits.

Earlier this year America’s Comp-
troller General and the nonpartisan
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Congressional Budget Office warned
Congress and President Obama that
America’s current financial path is
‘“unsustainable,” meaning that Amer-
ica faces a debilitating insolvency and
bankruptcy unless we get our financial
house in order.

The CBO issued two other dire warn-
ings:

First, America’s debt service costs
will increase by, roughly, $600 billion in
10 years. For perspective, $600 billion is
more than what America spends on na-
tional defense, which begs the ques-
tion: Where will the money for that ad-
ditional $600 billion debt payment
come from?

Second, the CBO warns that, by 2025,
America will face an unending string of
annual trillion-dollar deficits, deficits
that can only end in a debilitating
American insolvency and bankruptcy.

Mr. Speaker, economic principles
don’t care if you are a family, a busi-
ness, or a country. If you borrow more
money than you can pay back, you go
bankrupt.

There are good and bad ways to raise
the debt ceiling. Today’s debt bill is
bad because it not only fails to restrain
America’s spending addiction, it makes
things worse by increasing spending by
$80 billion.

I have been in Congress since 2011,
when America’s debt blew through the
$14 trillion mark. Now America’s debt
is $18 trillion. This debt deal blows
America’s debt through the $19 trillion
mark, meaning America’s bank ac-
count will soon be $5 trillion weaker
than it was in 2011.

Rather than fixing America’s deficit
problem while we still have the finan-
cial ability to do so, this debt deal
kicks the can down the road to 2017,
when America will be financially weak-
er and less able to rise to the financial
challenge that threatens us.

Mr. Speaker, today’s debt bill is akin
to a sick patient going to the emer-
gency room and getting pain-Killing
drugs that make the patient feel bet-
ter, yet does nothing to cure the dis-
ease that kills him. In the real world,
that is medical malpractice. Similarly,
today’s debt bill that makes America
feel good, but does nothing to cure our
debt disease, is governing malpractice.

President George Washington advised
Congress: ‘‘No pecuniary consideration
is more urgent than the regular re-
demption and discharge of the public
debt. On none can delay be more inju-
rious.”

George Washington’s advice in 1793 is
prudent today. Congress and President
Obama must balance the budget before
America’s debt burden spirals out of
control, before it is too late to prevent
the debilitating insolvency and bank-
ruptcy that awaits us.

Mr. Speaker, I exhort Washington to
rise to the challenge and be financially
responsible when raising the debt ceil-
ing. The first step is to defeat this debt
bill that not only fails to fix a time-
critical problem, but that actually
makes America’s spending addiction
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$80 billion worse. America’s future as a
great Nation and a world power de-
pends on it.

I will vote against this debt deal. I
urge my colleagues to be financially
responsible—do the same—and insist
that the debt ceiling be raised only if
we simultaneously fix America’s addic-
tion to deficit spending. Today’s debt
ceiling bill fails that benchmark. It
threatens America. It should be de-
feated.

————
THE BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, we
are in the process of wrapping up a
budget agreement that is welcome
since it protects against default on the
national debt and prevents draconian
cuts for disability payments and un-
fairness in Medicare premiums for our
senior citizens; but it continues a
downward spiral in government spend-
ing for essential items that would im-
prove America’s infrastructure, edu-
cation, medical research, and much
more. Yet, at the same time, we are
continuing on autopilot with some of
the largest expenditures for genera-
tions to come.

We had an announcement yesterday
that we will be replacing the next gen-
eration of stealth bombers for our nu-
clear triad—up to 100 of them—at an
estimated cost of over $550 million
each, and that is just the estimated
shelf price, the opening bid, plus an-
other $20 billion in development costs.

Our history of developing weapons of
this magnitude is that from the open-
ing bid, the price is likely to spiral
much higher in the future. The same
contractor, Northrop Grumman, which
won this bid, could only build 21 B-2s
out of a planned 132 as the costs spi-
raled to over $1 billion a plane.

This comes at a time when we are
committed to spending over $1 trillion
in the coming decades in upgrading our
nuclear fleet. Think about it: 12 new
ballistic missile submarines, up to 100
new long-range, nuclear-capable bomb-
ers, 642 new land-based ballistic mis-
siles, 1,000 new nuclear-capable, long-
range standoff cruise missiles.

And why are we doing this in the
first place?

Think for a moment. These weapons
that we have already are far in excess
of anything America will ever need—a
destructive capacity to obliterate any
nation multiple times over—yet, we
are moving ahead without ever dis-
cussing this spending here on the
House floor as to whether or not it is
what we need.

Think about the security threats of
today in terms of an inability to with-
stand the devastating impacts of cli-
mate change on our communities, the
threats from ISIS, different challenges
of encroachment from Russia and
China—not nuclear attack, but moving
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ahead in building artificial islands, in-
vading neighboring countries. These
are threats now—the Taliban, inter-
national terrorism—and we are com-
mitted to spending vast sums on weap-
ons that we are never likely to use and
are useless against the real threats we
face.

We don’t need 454 land-based nuclear
missiles now. These end up threatening
us. Look at the recently released infor-
mation about the stand-down around
Russian paranoia in 1983 regarding
NATO exercises. We didn’t realize how
panicked they were or the steps that
they took. That is the real threat from
nuclear weapons, accident or mis-
calculation.

Consider the opportunity costs of
vast sums of money that we are tying
up that could be used for other pur-
poses, including strengthening our
military for today’s threats or helping
our veterans or our communities on
what is bearing down upon them or
equipping our citizens to function in
this century.

We just had a fascinating lesson
when the Export-Import Bank was
freed from the iron grasp of the com-
mittee and was allowed to actually be
debated on the floor of the House. It
had been bottled up for years. It had
never had that sort of attention. We
had more time and energy spent on the
Ex-Im Bank over the last 50 hours
than, probably, the last 50 years—cer-
tainly, in the last 50 months.

What would happen if Congress actu-
ally addressed and debated the wisdom
of our current nuclear policies and the
vast sums of money that are being
spent on autopilot that will be chewing
a hole in the budget to the detriment
of the Department of Defense and ev-
erything else?

There is a lesson to be learned, and I
hope someday Congress will learn it,
because there is a path for a stronger,
safer America, for more meaningful,
targeted military spending, and for a
balanced, thoughtful budget
prioritization. If Congress does its job
in the open, collectively, the decision
becomes easier and the results become
better.

———
O 1015

CONGRATULATING STUDENTS AT
NATIONAL FFA CONVENTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of the students from Pennsylvania
participating in this week’s National
Future Farmers of America, or FFA,
convention in Louisville, Kentucky.

“I believe in the future of agri-
culture.” Those are the first words
from the FFA creed. The Pennsylvania
group is among 60,000 FFA members at
this week’s convention, participating
in a variety of competitions and stress-
ing the importance of agriculture to
our Nation.
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Among Pennsylvania’s State officers
attending the convention is Tony Rice.
Tony is a student at the Pennsylvania
State University’s main campus in
Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congressional
District, and Tony is one of 52 national
officer candidates traveling to Louis-
ville.

Each year, six student members are
selected as national officers of the
FFA. These young men and women
travel as many as 100,000 miles per
year, stressing the importance of agri-
culture, agriculture education, and the
FFA. Candidates are judged upon their
ability to be effective communicators
and team players.

Over the past years, Tony Rice has
met with more than 12,000 high school
students to address the important role
that agriculture plays in Pennsylva-
nia’s economy as Pennsylvania’s num-
ber one industry.

Now, I not only commend Tony Rice
for his dedication to the future of this
industry but also his fellow FFA mem-
bers and the educators who have helped
these young people, who will be the ag-
ricultural leaders of tomorrow, suc-
ceed.

———

END CHILDHOOD HUNGER NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, one of
the greatest health challenges facing
our country right now is hunger. We
have a hunger problem in the United
States of America.

For far too long, we have minimized
the problem. Some have even ignored
the problem. In short, our response has
been inadequate. And we have failed to
view hunger as a health issue, which it
is. For our Nation’s youngest and most
vulnerable, our children, the negative
effects of childhood hunger are perva-
sive and long-lasting.

So last week I was pleased to see the
American Academy of Pediatrics re-
lease its mnewest policy statement
which, for the first time, recommends
that pediatricians screen all children
for food insecurity. The new rec-
ommendations consist of two simple
questions for pediatricians to ask par-
ents of young children at their annual
well visit to identify and address child-
hood hunger. It also recommends that
pediatricians become more familiar
with our robust system of antihunger
programs at the Federal, State, and
local levels. When pediatricians know
more about these antihunger programs
and the resources they provide, they
will be better prepared to help families
in need.

Pediatricians are among the most re-
spected, if not the most respected,
voices on children’s issues; and I hope
that, with the AAP’s policy statement,
more people will start paying attention
to the devastating effects of childhood
hunger on America’s future.

It is shameful that childhood hunger
even exists in this country, the richest
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country in the world, that one in five
children lives in a food insecure house-
hold, that 17.2 million households in
this country struggle with food insecu-
rity, that the only reliable healthy
meals some Kkids receive are the ones
they get through school breakfasts or
lunches. Their mothers and fathers are
forced to skip meals so that their kids
can have more to eat because the fam-
ily simply cannot afford to put enough
food on the table.

The harmful effects of hunger on
children are well documented: for ex-
ample, children who live in households
that are food insecure get sick more
often, recover more slowly from ill-
ness, have poorer overall health, and
are hospitalized more frequently.

Children and adolescents affected by
food insecurity are more likely to be
iron deficient, and preadolescent boys
dealing with hunger issues have lower
bone density. Early childhood mal-
nutrition is also tied to conditions
such as diabetes and cardiovascular
disease later in life.

Lack of adequate healthy food can
impair a child’s ability to concentrate
and perform well in school and is
linked to higher levels of behavioral
and emotional problems from preschool
through adolescence.

I have personally heard from pedia-
tricians who see kids in the emergency
room come in for a common cold that
has become much worse because they
don’t have enough to eat, and their im-
mune systems have been compromised.
Stories like these are heartbreaking.

Mr. Speaker, we know that con-
sistent access to adequate nutritious
food is one of the best medicines for
growing, thriving children. Children’s
Health Watch, a national network of
pediatricians and child health profes-
sionals, found that, in comparison to
children whose families were eligible
but did not receive SNAP, young chil-
dren whose families received SNAP
were significantly less likely to be at
risk of being underweight or experi-
encing developmental delays.

If Members of Congress are not
swayed by the moral arguments for
ending childhood hunger, they ought to
be swayed by the economic ones. En-
suring that our Kkids have access to
enough nutritious food saves money in
the form of reduced healthcare costs
and helps them become more produc-
tive contributors to our economy later
in life.

Mr. Speaker, without our robust Fed-
eral antihunger programs, there would
no doubt be more hungry children in
this country.

The Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren, or WIC, provides nutritious food
and support for children and mothers.
The Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program, or SNAP, is our Na-
tion’s premiere antihunger program
and helps millions of low-income fami-
lies afford to purchase food every
month. About half of all SNAP recipi-
ents are children. And our school
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breakfast and lunch programs, summer
meals, and Child and Adult Food Care
Programs all provide nutritious meals
to children in community, child-friend-
ly settings.

We can’t forget about the incredible
work our food banks, food pantries, and
other charities do to provide healthy
food for low-income children and their
families. Despite the incredible work
that they do, charities cannot do it
alone. The demand is simply too great.
Charities need a strong Federal partner
to end hunger in this country.

Mr. Speaker, for a while now, I have
been urging the White House to con-
vene a White House conference on food,
nutrition, and hunger. We ought to
bring antihunger groups, pediatricians,
business leaders, teachers, hospitals,
farmers, nonprofits, faith leaders, and
governmental officials together to
come up with a plan to end hunger in
this country once and for all. I can
think of no more compelling reason to
end hunger now than for the health and
well-being of America’s children.

In closing, I commend the American
Academy of Pediatrics for working to
solve hunger as a health issue and ad-
dressing how it affects our country’s
greatest resource: our children. We can
and we should do more to end hunger
now.

ISIS MUST GO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. ABRAHAM) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, it has
now been 1,632 days since President
Obama said Syria’s Bashar Assad must
go. Guess what? He is still there.

It has been 789 days since President
Obama drew the red line in the sand, so
to speak, and told Assad not to use
chemical weapons on his own people.
Well, he ignored that. And he used
chemical weapons, and he continues to
use chemical weapons and Kill his own
people.

What we are seeing in Syria—the rise
of ISIS, the refugee crisis of tens of
thousands of people, children having to
migrate northward to get out of Syria,
the civil war—are all the direct results
of the President’s unwillingness to
stand by his word.

Now Russia is in Syria. They are tell-
ing the U.S. on our own soil that Amer-
ica is weak. Look at what they have
done in Ukraine. We didn’t do anything
but give rhetoric and words. Nothing to
push Putin back to where he should be.

America is losing her standing in the
world, and we would rather appease our
enemies than show our strength. This
administration still has no strategy for
handling ISIS, no tangible plan for de-
feating Assad, and seemingly no will to
stand up to Russia’s aggression.

Assad must go. ISIS must go. ISIS
must be defeated. America must stand
firm and show the world we are a force
to be reckoned with, not to be tram-
pled on.
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DYSLEXIA AWARENESS MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. FARR) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, October is
Dyslexia Awareness Month. It is part
of the broader Learning Disabilities
Month. This is the time we focus on
learning disabilities, particularly in
our students and our own children and
many who suffer from learning disabil-
ities.

I am emphasizing Dyslexia Aware-
ness Month because I have dyslexia.
Growing up, it was very hard being a
student that couldn’t read well,
couldn’t spell, couldn’t write. I was
very ashamed of that. I was shy. I
didn’t know how to ask for help, but I
had a lot of support in my home.

My mother and father didn’t really
know how to treat it. We didn’t even
know how to diagnose it in the early
ages. I became withdrawn and embar-
rassed to go to class, particularly to
get up and to have to read in front of
the class and to spell in front of the
class. I still have trouble doing that.
Thanks to loving parents and to sup-
portive teachers, I am here.

I share my story because we need to
remove the stigma attached to learn-
ing disabilities. No student should have
to sit in silence being ashamed, being
afraid to ask for help.

I had a high school biology teacher,
Enid Larson, a person whom I actually
wanted to grow up and be like and be a
high school biology teacher, who
taught me I could accomplish any-
thing. I think I studied sciences be-
cause so much of science was memori-
zation and not having to write a lot of
papers and not having to read in front
of the class.

I pass that same message along be-
cause one in five children with learning
disabilities or attention issues has to
know that it is not because they have
a low IQ. They don’t. In fact, some of
the brightest people in history have
had these learning disabilities. It isn’t
because you are different. It means
that you are unique. It means that,
with the right help, support, and love,
you can accomplish many things. You
can cope with your disability.

Many Members of Congress are
dyslexic or have children who are
dyslexic, and so many that we have ac-
tually formed a Congressional Dyslexic
Caucus. I am urging you to ask your
Member of Congress, if they have not
been a member of that caucus, to join
it.

I ask for you to ask your school dis-
tricts what help they are bringing to
kids with disabilities and particularly
for dyslexic students.

I encourage the students to speak
out. You may be shy about reading, but
that shouldn’t be affecting your speak-
ing. You should speak out about what
you feel and what you want.

Dyslexia is a reading and spelling dis-
order, but you can develop coping
skills. With that, you can overcome
your shame and your shyness. After
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all, many of us in Congress have done
that, and that is why I am speaking
today and not reading.

———

FISHER CENTER FOR ALZ-
HEIMER’S RESEARCH FOUNDA-
TION’S 20TH ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. JOLLY) for 6 minutes.

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize and congratulate the Fish-
er Center for Alzheimer’s Research
Foundation on their 20th anniversary.
To date, the Fisher Center has raised
tens of millions of dollars in private
funds in the quest to find a cure for
this heartbreaking disease that affects
millions of families across the country
and around the world.

Mr. Zachary Fisher created the foun-
dation in 1995, with the single mission
of finding a cure for Alzheimer’s
through scientific discovery. Since
then, the research scientists at the
Fisher Center for Alzheimer’s Research
at Rockefeller University, led by Nobel
laureate Dr. Paul Greengard, have
made remarkable strides, advancing
groundbreaking research. But there is,
of course, much more work to be done
to defeat this debilitating disease.

Mr. Speaker, as I rise to recognize
the foundation’s leadership in the fight
to cure Alzheimer’s, I must also recog-
nize Mr. Fisher’s many other chari-
table endeavors that have transformed
and touched the lives of those who
serve our Nation in uniform.

Mr. Fisher was deeply committed to
supporting the men and women of our
Armed Forces, and our veterans as
well. In that light, he founded the Fish-
er House Foundation, which provides
housing to the families of our veterans
and our servicemen while a loved one
receives medical treatment. Addition-
ally, Mr. Fisher founded the Intrepid
Sea, Air & Space Museum in New York
City.
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But the cause for which I rise today
is to urge my colleagues once again
and to urge the Nation once again to
focus on the profound need to increase
Alzheimer’s research and to recognize
the equally profound work that the
Fisher Center has done to ultimately
advance and find a cure.

With 5.3 million Americans suffering
from Alzheimer’s, we must do more.
Left unchecked, Alzheimer’s will con-
tinue to dramatically impact countless
lives and families across the country.
Left unchecked, Alzheimer’s could cost
our Nation $1.1 trillion annually by
2050.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in the fight to find a cure for
Alzheimer’s, and I rise today to thank
the Fisher Center Foundation for lead-
ing this charge by funding
groundbreaking research to finally end
this disease.
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PRESERVING OUR PLANET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ) for 5
minutes.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to di-
rect our attention to the importance of
preserving our planet and what we
should do to address the issue of the
changes going on in our climate.

Protecting our environment and ad-
dressing climate change are issues
which are important to all of our cities
across the United States. In fact, at a
very local level, many of our commu-
nities are working on these issues be-
cause they face them directly head on.

For the Latino community, like
other communities, we are family-ori-
ented, and we want to provide a better
future for our generations to come.
That includes leaving our planet bet-
ter—better—for our grandchildren and
their children.

As the Latino population continues
to increase in the United States—we
are about one out of every four, and
they say that in another 30 or 40 years,
we will be one out of every three Amer-
icans—our exposure to climate change
and the risks of pollution are even
more important because our ZIP
Codes—where we live, where the Latino
community lives—are where we are
highest at risk.

It is estimated that close to 50 per-
cent of all Latino Americans live in
counties that frequently  violate
ground-level ozone standards. It just
doesn’t affect Latinos, by the way.
Asian Americans tend to also live in
those ZIP Codes.

What that means is that we are
breathing dirtier air than most Ameri-
cans, and we have more respiratory ill-
ness. Poor environmental protections
affect the food that we feed our chil-
dren, the air that our families breathe,
and the water that we drink.

Since I was elected to Congress al-
most 20 years ago, I have worked tire-
lessly to work in Orange County—
where I live and where I represent—to
help get some green projects in, both in
Orange County and in California.

For example, I have fought to main-
tain the funding for the Pacific Crest
Trail, which serves residents of the en-
tire West Coast and visitors from
around the world. Of course, I am an
avid hiker; so, I love that trail.

In fact, in this Congress, I cospon-
sored legislation which would perma-
nently extend the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund, which ensures the con-
servation of national parks, rivers, and
streams. It provides grants to local
parks and to recreation projects.

One of the things it does is try to en-
sure that, for example, California,
being so long in length, you could start
at the southern portion of California
and actually walk through wilderness
all the way to the Oregon border.

The Land and Water Conservation
Fund is a bipartisan program. That is
why it kind of distresses me a little bit
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that we, as a Congress, haven’t funded
it, because it is incredibly important,
especially in urban areas, such as my
district, where there is little natural
environment left and where we need
open space and green parks.

It is where Latinos go to have their
barbecues. It is where we have our fam-
ily gatherings. It is incredibly impor-
tant to us. Sometimes we live in pretty
cramped conditions, and we need that
outdoor space, even if it is in an urban
area. Places like Pearson and Pioneer
Park in my hometown of Anaheim or
Centennial Park in Santa Ana or our
beautiful Santa Ana Zoo have all been
made possible by the Land and Water
Conservation Fund.

Mr. Speaker, do you know what the
total cost to taxpayers for these won-
derful developments are? Zero. The
land and water conservation comes at
no cost to the taxpayer, but it benefits
them immensely. And, still, this House
has failed to fund this. It expired on
September 30.

Mr. Speaker, the Land and Water
Conservation Fund is another example
of a commonsense—commonsense—bi-
partisan program on which this House
has neglected to act.

So I ask the Members of the House,
can you go back to the people of your
district and say to them: Oh, I don’t
really care about your parks. I don’t
really care about the environment. I
don’t care about where you hang out
with your families? This Congress has
to act. We should act together on this
because it is incredibly important to
our families.

I will leave you with a quote, another
one from one of my favorite people, His
Holiness Pope Francis: “I call for a
courageous and responsible effort to
‘redirect our steps’ and to avert the
most serious effects of the environ-
mental deterioration caused by human
activity. I am convinced that we can
make a difference.” I am sure.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 754. An act to improve cybersecurity in
the United States through enhanced sharing
of information about cybersecurity threats,
and for other purposes.

—————

LET’S WORK TOGETHER TO END
BREAST CANCER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in recognition of Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month. Breast cancer is
the most common cancer among
women, and today I wish to honor
those fighters, survivors, and families
it impacts, such as the Edwards family
of Washington Crossing, Bucks County.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Tracy Edwards was just 47 years old, a
wife, mother, daughter, sister, and a
courageous fighter to the end.

The American Cancer Society esti-
mates that nearly 300,000 new cases of
breast cancer will be diagnosed in the
United States this year. It is critical
that we understand that the battle
against this disease does not end when
the pink ribbons go away.

I fully understand the vital role lead-
ers play here in Washington every day
in supporting groundbreaking research
and that we must fight for better treat-
ments, finding a cure, and ultimately
defeating breast cancer. Let’s work to-
gether to end it once and for all.

—————

OUR NATION’S MENTAL HEALTH
CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, for too
long we have neglected mental health
in our Nation, leaving many to suffer
with little hope. Nowhere is this seen
more clearly than in our rural commu-
nities.

According to reports, more than 60
percent of rural Americans are living
in areas that are experiencing short-
ages in mental health professionals.
More than 90 percent of practicing psy-
chologists and psychiatrists in this
country work exclusively in metropoli-
tan areas. More than 65 percent of
rural Americans rely solely on their
primary care providers for mental
health care. In most rural commu-
nities, the primary mental health cri-
sis responder is a law enforcement offi-
cer, despite not being a medical spe-
cialist.

All across rural America patients
continue to face longer wait times, dif-
ficulty accessing care, and long-dis-
tance travel just to access subpar care
by professionals, through no fault of
their own, not even adequately trained
to diagnose and treat mental health
issues. In Shasta County, in my dis-
trict, there is evidently only one psy-
chiatrist in the area, while there is an
estimated 4,000 patients with mental
health needs.

In addition, the lack of mental
healthcare facilities, such as the short-
age of inpatient beds and space, leaves
patients stuck with longer wait times
in the emergency room before they can
even see a health professional with no
other options.

While the President’s healthcare law
attempted to make strides in this area
by including behavioral health cov-
erage, this system is fundamentally
and fatally flawed.

While continuing to throw Federal
funding at it may serve as a temporary
Band-Aid for the symptoms of this cri-
sis, it does nothing to address the root
of the problem. One-size-fits-all, top-
down systems do not work, especially
in rural America.

If we continue to stand by the status
quo, our rural patients will continue to
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suffer and, in many unfortunate cases,
end up suicidal, homeless, or in prison,
placing an even greater financial bur-
den on our communities.

For this reason, I am proud to sup-
port H.R. 2646, the Helping Families in
Mental Health Crisis Act of 2015. I
thank my colleague from Pennsylvania
for introducing this sorely needed bill.
It is said the first step to fixing a prob-
lem is acknowledging there is one, and
that is exactly what this bill does.

We spend approximately $130 billion
on mental health every year, yet our
country still faces a shortage of nearly
100,000 psychiatric beds. Three of the
largest mental health hospitals are, in
fact, criminal incarceration facilities.

For every 2,000 children with a men-
tal health disorder, only one child psy-
chiatrist is available. Outdated HIPAA
privacy laws continue to prevent fami-
lies and doctors from getting their
loved ones and patients the care they
need.

Our mental health system is broken,
but it certainly does not have to be.
H.R. 2646 is a great step in rebuilding
the system to one that works to em-
power patients and families with the
access to care and services they need.

It brings accountability to the sys-
tem to ensure every Federal dollar is
going to evidence-based standards, im-
proves quality, and expands access to
behavioral health in our community
health clinics while advancing tele-
psychiatry