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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HOMEBUYERS ASSISTANCE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 7, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in strong opposition to H.R. 3192, the
Homebuyers Assistance Act, which would
delay, until February 1, 2016 enforcement of
the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau’s
(CFPB) integrated rule regarding disclosures
that mortgage lenders must provide to home-
buyers.

| oppose this legislation for two principal
reasons.

First, H.R. 3192 contains a provision that
hurts homeowners by removing their private
right of action for violations of the CFPB’s
Truth in Lending Act—RESPA Integrated Dis-
closure (TRID) regulations.

Second, | oppose the legislation because it
is unnecessary since the CFPB has previously
announced its intention to take into account
good faith efforts by lenders in evaluating
compliance by lenders with the TRID regula-
tions.

Madam Speaker, it should be noted that
CFPB gave the mortgage industry approxi-
mately two years notice to implement the new
disclosure requirements, and this past summer
extended that deadline until October 3, 2015.

H.R. 3192 would revise the effective date
for the Know Before You Owe rule to February
1, 2016, and would shield lenders from liability
for violations for loans originated before Feb-
ruary 1 so long as lenders made a good faith
effort to comply.

In extending the effective date of the Know
Before You Owe rule by an additional 4
months, H.R. 3192 unnecessarily delays im-
plementation of important consumer protec-
tions designed to eradicate opaque lending
practices that contribute to risky mortgages
and hurt homeowners by removing their pri-
vate right of action for violations, and under-
cuts the Nation’s financial stability.

The delay of enforcement harms consumers
by encouraging some lenders to attempt to
evade the new rule and reduces the incentive
to comply promptly.

Having witnessed the economic and finan-
cial devastation inflicted on the economy, busi-
ness, and households in 2008 resulting from
inadequate oversight of the financial industry,
we simply cannot afford to repeat that mis-
take.

| urge my colleagues to vote to protect con-
sumers and homebuyers from predatory and
unfair lending practices by voting against H.R.
3192.

RECOGNIZING ELIZABETH
MATSUMOTO AS 2015 NONPROFIT
LEADER

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Elizabeth Matsumoto, who is
honored by the Northern California Association
of Nonprofits with the 2015 Nonprofit Leader
Achievement Award, a recognition she richly
deserves.

Elizabeth’s commitment to improving the
lives of those in need in Humboldt County is
noteworthy. Through her work with Housing
Humboldt, she has touched numerous lives by
increasing access to quality, safe, and afford-
able housing for lower and moderate-income
individuals, families and seniors—a much-
needed resource in this rural region.

While obtaining her Environment and Com-
munity Master's degree from Humboldt State
University, Ms. Matsumoto joined Housing
Humboldt in 2003, working on the develop-
ment of the county’s first community land trust
homes. Since then she has been integral to
the completion of 22 community land trust
homes, which provide a unique opportunity for
affordable home ownership. She continues to
assist with resale and refinancing to keep
these homes affordable. Elizabeth’s technical
expertise and leadership also made it possible
for Housing Humboldt to continue to manage
and improve 105 affordable apartments
throughout the county.

During periods of organizational transition,
Elizabeth Matsumoto stepped up to provide
stability and guidance as interim executive di-
rector, development director, and now as co-
executive director while seeing large-scale
housing projects through to completion. Most
recently, she led the development of the coun-
ty’s first permanent supportive housing com-
plex, which opened in September to serve
chronically homeless and extremely low in-
come individuals, including supportive services
such as case management to help keep peo-
ple housed. She forged multiple partnerships
and creatively leveraged millions of dollars in
investments to bring this dream to fruition.

In addition to her work with Housing Hum-
boldt, Elizabeth Matsumoto has shared her tal-
ents with the community through the Humboldt
League of Women Voters Board of Directors,
Humboldt Tri-Kids Triathlon Organizing Com-
mittee, and the Community Gifts Committee
for the Alzheimer's Center. She balances her
service with being a mom to two young chil-
dren and enjoying activities such as running,
mountain biking, and playing soccer.

Mr. Speaker, Elizabeth Matsumoto’s com-
mitment to improving access to safe and af-
fordable housing is commendable and worthy
of recognition. | urge my colleagues to join me
in extending our congratulations to her.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LAMAR SMITH

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on Octo-
ber 7, 2015, | was unable to vote on H.R.
3192, the Homebuyers Assistance Act, intro-
duced by Rep. FRENCH HiLL. | would have
voted in support of final passage of H.R. 3192,
roll call No. 540, had | been present.

Additionally, | would have voted in support
of H. Res. 461, roll call No. 538, to establish
a select investigative panel on the Energy and
Commerce Committee, introduced by Rep.
FRED UPTON.

————

CONGRATULATING NEW HAVEN
HIGH SCHOOL ON THEIR REC-
OGNITION AS A NATIONAL BLUE
RIBBON SCHOOL

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating New Haven High School on their
recognition as a National Blue Ribbon School
for 2015 from the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation.

This award is based on a school's overall
academic excellence or progress in closing
achievement gaps among student subgroups.
As one of only 285 public schools receiving
national recognition, New Haven High
School’'s administration, teachers, and stu-
dents have shown dedication and commitment
to hard work that contributed to receiving this
award. It is evident that New Haven High
School represents excellence within the school
and also with the surrounding community.

| ask you to join me in recognizing New
Haven High School for a job well done.

———

CELEBRATING SENATOR AKAKA’S
91ST BIRTHDAY

HON. MARK TAKAI

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. TAKAI. Mr. Speaker, today | wish to ad-
dress the House to say Happy Birthday to a
selfless public servant, Senator Daniel K.
Akaka. As we celebrate his 91st birthday, let
us look back on a few of his numerous ac-
complishments as a Soldier, teacher and as a
Member of Congress.

Born on September 11, 1924 in Honolulu,
Hawaii, Senator Akaka has worked ever since
as a dedicated civil servant to Hawaii and the
United States. During World War I, he served
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in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. After his
military service, he earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in education at the University of Hawaii.

As a school teacher and principal, he en-
couraged the use of the Native Hawaiian lan-
guage and culture in schools and worked tire-
lessly to create some of the first Head Start
programs in the State. The education of chil-
dren, especially the Native Hawaiian children,
was extremely important to him because he
knew that increasing access to opportunity
would improve educational outcomes among
children.

First elected to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives in 1976, he served there for 14
years until he was elected to the Senate,
where he served until he retired in January
2013. Senator Akaka fought endlessly to ad-
vocate on behalf of Hawaii, particularly Native
Hawaiians, and his work on the Veteran’s Af-
fairs Committee combating PTSD and unem-
ployment among Soldiers has had a profound
impact on our country.

His commitment to a lifetime of public serv-
ice in the military, as a teacher and as a
United States Senator should be an inspiration
and motivation to us all.

We wish Senator Akaka the best for the
coming year. Happy Birthday (Hau'oli la
hanau), Senator Akaka.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE HEROIC
ACTIONS OF CHRIS MINTZ

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Chris Mintz—an Army veteran
who answered the call when our nation need-
ed him and again when a heartless gunman
threatened a community in Oregon.

As a high school football star from North
Carolina and a 10-year army Veteran, Chris is
known as a tough guy. According to those
who know him best, he’s always one to “cow-
boy up.”

And one week ago, on October 1, Chris did
more than that. He didn’t wake up planning to
be a hero, but that's what he became.

When he heard gun shots at his school, he
ran towards them, pulling fire alarms and fight-
ing to save others. With dogged determination,
he fought to block the shooter from entering a
classroom and was shot seven times.

It's clear his incredible bravery and selfless
actions saved lives and prevented a far worse
tragedy. | applaud Chris for his integrity, self-
sacrifice and valor in the face of such evil, and
my wife Renee and | send our thoughts and
prayers to him and his loved ones.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask my colleagues, as
we continue to mourn the dead in Oregon,
let's put politics aside and take heart in the
heroic acts of this American hero. Chris Mintz
deserves our utmost gratitude and respect.
Let’s give it to him.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE HEROIC
ACTS OF MR. SAMUEL SELL

HON. DAVID P. JOYCE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. JOYCE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize Samuel Sell of Bainbridge Town-
ship, Ohio for his heroic actions on September
13, 2015. Samuel was fishing with his cousin
at the LaDue Reservoir when he observed an
occupied vehicle go into the water, trapping
the driver inside. When no one got out of the
car, Samuel swam 100 feet toward the car
while he asked his cousin to call 911 imme-
diately. He brought a fishing knife out with him
to help free the passenger, which he then
gave to the emergency responders when they
reached the car. Due to his quick thinking and
heroic bravery he helped save a man’s life.
Along with all of the residents of the 14th Con-
gressional District, | commend him for his ac-
tions and wanted to record his feat so that it
is enshrined for all future generations.

———

HONORING OCTOBER 8TH AS NA-
TIONAL HYDROGEN AND FUEL
CELL DAY

HON. CHARLES W. DENT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce
a House resolution expressing support for
today, October 8th, as National Hydrogen and
Fuel Cell Day.

Although we are just now developing and
implementing new applications for hydrogen
fuel cells, this technology has a long and
proud history that goes back to the Apollo
space missions.

Fuel cells utilize hydrogen without combus-
tion to generate electricity in a way that is
clean, efficient, and quiet.

Today, mobile and stationary fuel cell sys-
tems produce clean power for vehicles, fork-
lifts, utilities, businesses, and homes.

Stationary fuel cells provide resilient back-
up power sources for institutions that cannot
afford to lose power, such as hospitals. They
are increasingly being used as primary elec-
trical sources as well.

Air Products and Chemicals, located in my
district, is in the process of deploying 40 hy-
drogen fueling stations to support the recently
announced rollout of hydrogen powered vehi-
cles from several major auto manufacturers.

| have had the opportunity both to drive and
fuel these vehicles, and | can say from experi-
ence that the process is safe, easy, and sur-
prisingly unremarkable. It's just like driving a
traditional car, except the only emission it pro-
duces is water.

In closing, | am proud to stand with the
innovators of this growing industry as we rec-
ognize today as National Hydrogen and Fuel
Cell Day.
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TRIBUTE TO DAVID KEPLER

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to David Kepler, Chairman of the
United Way’s Alexis de Tocqueville Society,
upon receiving the 2015 Distinguished Citizen
Award.

A valued member of the community involved
in many civic organizations, David Kepler
joined the Dow Chemical Company in 1975.
He went on to serve as Dow’s Executive Vice
President for Business Services, its Chief In-
formation Officer and Chief Sustainability Offi-
cer. David is currently a board member of the
Midland Baseball Foundation, Momentum Mid-
land and chairman of the MidMichigan Innova-
tion Center.

The Distinguished Citizens Award is given
to an outstanding individual who shows con-
sistent Scouting values and provides distin-
guished service to both youth and community.
David lives in Sanford and has been a com-
munity leader who has had a positive impact
throughout the region.

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, | am honored today to recog-
nize David Kepler for his service to the Boy
Scouts of America and his contributions to the
Midland community.

———

IN HONOR OF MAYOR JOE BEN-
NETT OF THOMASVILLE, NORTH
CAROLINA

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Joe Bennett, Mayor of the City of Thom-
asville, located in the 8th Congressional Dis-
trict of North Carolina. Mayor Bennett has
been a tireless advocate for the people of
Thomasville, and has fully earned the admira-
tion and gratitude of his fellow North Caro-
linians.

A native of High Point, North Carolina,
Mayor Bennett served the Duke Power Com-
pany for 36 years before retiring and pursuing
a career in public service. After his retirement
in 1998, Mayor Bennett ran for and was elect-
ed to the Thomasville City Council, where he
served two terms before being elected Mayor
of the City of Thomasville in 2003.

During his tenure, Mayor Bennett has made
job creation and infrastructure development
two of his highest priorities. After a period of
rapid manufacturing and furniture building job
loss in the area, Mayor Bennett was success-
fully able to bring jobs back to the city with the
opening of a large manufacturing facility.
Mayor Bennett also led a city-wide initiative,
known as “Children at Play,” designed to up-
grade local playgrounds in order to combat
childhood obesity. | have also been told that if
there was a celebration in the city of Thomas-
ville, whether it is a large parade, a small
church ceremony, or an individual’s 100th
birthday celebration, Mayor Bennett was there
with a smile on his face.

In addition to his service as Mayor of Thom-
asville, Mayor Bennett has earned his title as
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a “civil servant” through his various charitable
and volunteer roles. To highlight a few of
these roles; he delivers “meals on wheels,”
serves on the Economic Development Com-
mission of Davidson County, serves on the
Community General Hospital Board, and is an
active member in the Rotary Club of Thomas-
ville.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in thank-
ing Mayor Joe Bennett for his esteemed serv-
ice to the City of Thomasville and congratu-
lating him on his well-deserved retirement.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, | voted for H.R. 3192, the Homebuyers
Assistance Act, which will delay enforcement
of the Mortgage Disclosure Rule until early
next year. While | understand concerns about
this legislation and delaying enforcement,
even the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau, which drafted this regulation, has de-
layed the rule and acknowledged that further
improvements need to be made. The Motion
to Recommit would refine this legislation by
ensuring that the path towards legal redress is
not blocked for our most vulnerable home-
buyers like veterans and seniors, which is why
| voted for it as well as the underlying bill.
Going forward, it's my hope that the Senate
will continue to improve the Homebuyers As-
sistance Act. The underlying objective of se-
curing a more transparent and consumer-
friendly process for home ownership is deeply
important. The rule would increase trans-
parency for mortgage lenders and reduce con-
fusion for homebuyers seeking a mortgage,
strengthening critical consumer protections.
That's why it is necessary to get this right,
even it takes a few more months.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF ROTARY CLUB
OF HANFORD

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Rotary Club of Hanford in honor
of its Seventy-Fifth Anniversary.

The Rotary Club of Hanford (RCH) was
charter on October 6, 1940 in order to serve
the community of Hanford, California. Since its
establishment, the RCH has been a pillar in its
community and spearheaded many events.
Specifically, the Chapter has helped acquire
playground equipment for multiple parks, re-
built the Babe Ruth Baseball Field, sponsored
numerous Little League teams, assisted with
highway cleanup, conducted holiday food
drives, sponsored foreign exchange students,
and administered a Job Shadow Program. The
RCH has also been active internationally and
helped to establish two orphanages in Mexico,
schools, health clinics, and clean water
projects in Guatemala, and build Hope High
School in Kenya.

Over the past seventy-five years, the RCH
has helped Hanford and its residents thrive.
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We are fortunate to have such a committed
Rotary Club in our community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in celebrating the Rotary Club of Han-
ford’s Seventy-Fifth Anniversary.

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL HAYES
HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Michael Hayes, president and
chief executive officer of the Midland Center
for the Arts, in recognition of his five years of
service to the Center and his many contribu-
tions to the community.

An influential member of the Midland com-
munity for more than forty years, Michael
Hayes originally moved to Midland to work in
the Midland County Courthouse. He went on
to serve four terms in the Michigan House of
Representatives, work as the vice-president of
executive relations at the Dow Chemical Com-
pany, and founded Main Street Consulting.
Before his selection as CEO of the Midland
Center for the Arts, Michael Hayes served on
the board of directors for the Center and on
the Matrix:Midland advisory board.

During his tenure as president and CEO,
Michael Hayes brought in exciting exhibits, en-
hanced the Operating Philosophy and Core
Values of the Midland Center for the Arts and
oversaw the highest earned revenue season
in MCFTA history. In his five years at the helm
of MCFTA, Michael truly helped to change
lives through the arts, sciences and history.

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, | am honored today to recog-
nize Michael Hayes for his service to the Mid-
land Center for the Arts and his contributions
to the Midland community.

—————

WELCOMING SOUTH KOREAN
PRESIDENT PARK GEUN-HYE TO
THE UNITED STATES

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of Northern New Jersey’s vibrant Ko-
rean American community. | would like to wel-
come the long awaited visit of South Korean
President Park Geun-hye to the United States.

| want to express my deepest condolences
to President Park and the people of South
Korea for the deadly Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome (MERS) outbreak, which infected
186 people and tragically claimed 36 lives.

As we mourn this heartbreaking loss, | was
encouraged to learn that the last South Ko-
rean patient previously diagnosed with MERS
has tested negative for the virus and has
showed a complete recovery from the disease.

It is my hope that this visit will provide a
venue for our countries to find new areas of
cooperation in protecting our environment, im-
proving global responses to health crisis, and
for continued engagement on regional security
that will bolster our nation’s relationship in the
21st century.
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| am proud to represent one of the largest
Korean American communities in Congress
because they have made significant contribu-
tions to the success of our nation and have
enriched our heritage through their unwavering
patriotism, strong values and entrepreneurial
spirit.

| look forward to President Park’s visit and
will continue to be a strong advocate for my
constituents so we can make New Jersey and
our nation a better place for all.

———————

INTERNATIONAL PLASMA
AWARENESS WEEK

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, International
Plasma Awareness Week will occur October
11 to 17, 2015. Around the world, there will be
observances to raise global awareness of the
crucial need for plasma to create lifesaving
therapies, recognize that plasma donors con-
tribute greatly in saving and improving lives,
and increase understanding of the many rare
diseases and plasma protein therapies that
help to treat them.

Plasma-derived therapies and recombinant
blood clotting factors, collectively known as
plasma protein therapies, are unique, biologic
medicines that are either infused or injected to
treat a variety of rare, life-threatening, chronic,
and genetic diseases including bleeding dis-
orders, immune deficiencies, pulmonary dis-
orders, neurological disorders, shock and trau-
ma, liver cirrhosis, and infectious diseases
such as tetanus, hepatitis, and rabies.

Plasma-derived therapies save and improve
lives of individuals throughout the world, in-
cluding in emergency and surgical medicine.
Plasma protein therapies have significantly im-
proved the quality of life, markedly improved
patient outcomes, and extended the life ex-
pectancy of individuals with rare, chronic dis-
eases and conditions.

Healthy, committed donors provide the plas-
ma essential to manufacture these lifesaving
therapies; and there are more than 450 plas-
ma collection centers in the U.S. that have
demonstrated their commitment to plasma
donor and patient safety and quality by earn-
ing International Quality Plasma Program
(IQPP) certification.

| ask that my colleagues in the House of
Representatives join me and rise in com-
memoration of International Plasma Aware-
ness Week, honoring those committed donors
and collection centers who make and collect
needed and lifesaving contributions.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call
540 on final passage of H.R. 3192, the Home-
buyers Assistance Act, | would have voted
“Aye,” which is consistent with my position on
this legislation.
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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM WEIDEMAN

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Bill Weideman, former Execu-
tive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
of The Dow Chemical Company, upon his in-
duction into this year’s Junior Achievement
Business Hall of Fame.

After graduating from Central Michigan Uni-
versity in 1976 with a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration, Bill Weideman joined
The Dow Chemical Company. During his thir-
ty-nine-year tenure, Bill held many positions,
including Controller for Dowbrands and Texas
Operations, Global Business Finance Director
for Specialty Chemicals, Performance Chemi-
cals, Basic Chemicals and Basic Plastics, Vice
President and Corporate Controller, Interim
Chief Financial Officer and, finally, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer in 2010. In 2012, he adminis-
tered the Corporate Strategic Development
and executive oversight for Dow
AgroSciences. Bill served on Dow Chemical's
Executive Committee and was a member of
the Board of Directors at both Sadara Chem-
ical Company and Dow Corning Corporation.

Bill Weideman remains very active in the
community, serving on the Board of the Dow
Chemical Employees’ Credit Union, Mid Michi-
gan Medical Health Systems, the Midland
Baseball Foundation and the Central Michigan
University Board of Trustees, as well as volun-
teering for Midland Cancer Services and Fam-
ily & Children Services.

In keeping with Junior Achievement’'s mis-
sion of a commitment to market-based eco-
nomics, honesty, integrity and excellence as
well as the belief in the potential of young
people, Bill Weideman’s career has reflected
these values. Through his illustrious career at
The Dow Chemical Company and his involve-
ment in the Midland community, Bill has posi-
tively influenced the careers and lives of
countless individuals.

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, | am honored today to wel-
come Bill Weideman into the Junior Achieve-
ment Business Hall of Fame.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. LINDA
HATFIELD

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mrs. Linda Hatfield for receiving a
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Amer-
ican Cancer Society (ACS).

Mrs. Hatfield was born on December 24,
1935. She grew up in the Central Valley of
California and attended Lemoore High School.
After completing her education, Mrs. Hatfield
became a teacher and taught in Central Valley
schools until her retirement. A lifelong Central
Valley resident, Mrs. Hatfield currently resides
in Hanford, California with her husband, Bill
Hatfield. Together they have three children,
seven grandchildren, and seven great-grand-
children.
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In 1982 while still teaching full-time, Mrs.
Hatfield began volunteering for the ACS. Over
the last three decades, she has dedicated her
life to the organization, successfully recruited
additional volunteers, and educated many on
how to prevent and survive cancer. Mrs. Hat-
field also served on the ACS Board of Direc-
tors and helped reopen the ACS office after it
was shut down as an entirely volunteer-run lo-
cation. A survivor herself, Mrs. Hatfield has
gone above and beyond her duty as a volun-
teer and demonstrated her commitment to
fighting cancer time and time again.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in congratulating Mrs. Linda Hatfield
on being honored with an American Cancer
Society Lifetime Achievement Award.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, | submit a clari-
fication of my vote during consideration of
H.R. 3192, the Homebuyers Assistance Act. |
mistakenly voted “no” on roll call vote 540,
final passage of the bill. | intended to vote

‘@ ”

aye”.

———

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE PASTIME
CLUB

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Pastime Club, located in
the Borough of Mendham, Morris County, New
Jersey as they celebrate their 100th Anniver-
sary.

The Pastime Club has been an integral part
of Mendham’s community life since its found-
ing, on June 22, 1915, as a civic and fraternal
organization.

The Pastime Club began its modern era
after the Great Depression in 1938. At this
point the club met monthly and hosted
Pinochet and Quoits tournaments along with
an annual children’s Christmas party. During
the Second World War club members restored
a building at 3 Hilltop Road, which has been
their home for over 75 years now. As a volun-
teer organization, members devoted their time
to the restoration, and raised funds to cover
the costs. In 1947 two apartments were built
on the second-floor of 3 Hilltop Road. In
March of 1953 construction started on “The
Lanes,” a bowling alley. Keeping with tradition,
the bowling alley was built by The Pastime
Club members on a volunteer basis. “The
Lanes” was finished in October of the same
year. Over the next 60 years “The Lanes” was
a community asset, hosting birthday parties,
and community leagues. Currently “The
Lanes” is maintained by the club for the use
of their members, along with bowling leagues
being open to the public.

Today, the Pastime Club is the single larg-
est supporter of youth athletic programs in the
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Mendhams, exemplified by its motto “Progress
in Sports”. They sponsor teams and leagues,
provide equipment for fields, and provide
scholarships to local student-athletes. The
Pastime Club also supports a semi-profes-
sional baseball team that competes in the
Morris County Major League. Along with sup-
porting local sports, the Pastime Club hosts
the largest community event in Mendham—the
Labor Day Carnival. This tradition began in
1943 and has run every year since. Today the
carnival includes rides, games, food, fireworks,
and a 50/50 raffle. Al members take shifts vol-
unteering to ensure the event is the success
that it has been. In addition to the Labor Day
Carnival, the Pastime Club brings their own
circus to town. The Pastime Club also hosts a
number of member oriented events including
golf outings, and a Christmas party.

For the Pastime Club’s 100th Anniversary, |
commend its Leadership, Board of Directors
and members who have selflessly volunteered
their time over the club’s history to provide
services to the residents of Mendham. It is
clear that the Pastime Club has provided serv-
ices to the community that have improved the
lives of everyone living there.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the Pastime Club,
its Board of Directors in celebrating its 100th
Anniversary.

———

TRIBUTE TO DAN KOZAKIEWICZ

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Dan Kozakiewicz, Chairman
of Three Rivers Corporation, upon receiving
the 2015 Distinguished Citizen Award.

An influential member of the Midland com-
munity for more than twenty-five years, Dan
Kozakiewicz started his illustrious career with
Three Rivers Corporation in 1986. He was ap-
pointed president in 2001, and currently
serves as Chairman of the Board of Directors.
Three Rivers Corporation has thrived under
Dan’s leadership, fulfilling commitments to its
customers and community. Of all company ac-
complishments, Dan remains most proud of
Three Rivers Corporation’s commitment to
safety in the workplace.

The Distinguished Citizen Award is given to
an outstanding individual who shows con-
sistent Scouting values and provides distin-
guished service to both youth and community.
A former Boy Scout in his hometown of Bay
City and now a Cub Scout leader for his son’s
Pack in Midland, Dan has been an exemplary
role model for youth in the Great Lakes Bay
Region.

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, | am honored today to recog-
nize Dan Kozakiewicz for his service to the
Boy Scouts of America and his contributions
to the Midland community.
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HONORING THE LATE MS. ALMA
BEATTY OF NEWARK

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Alma Beatty, the longtime Vice
President of Community Affairs at Newark
Beth Israel Medical Center, who passed away
earlier this year.

Ms. Beatty was born in Newark, New Jer-
sey, and became one of the city’s most be-
loved citizens through her 45 years of service
at “The Beth.”

Under Ms. Beatty’s leadership, “The Beth”
became a model of excellence in protecting
the most vulnerable among us.

Thanks to her vision, “The Beth” instituted
a number of community service programs that
continue to this day, including Thanksgiving
Giveaway Programs, the Adopt a Child Christ-
mas Program, the Alma Beatty Health and
Wellness Fair, and job readiness workshops.

Ms. Beatty truly was a voice for the voice-
less. She dedicated her life to improving the
lives of the people of Newark, and for that we
are eternally grateful.

Words cannot express how much Ms.
Beatty meant to me and my family throughout
the years.

| had the pleasure of working with her while
she was Vice President of Community Affairs
for Newark Beth Israel Medical Center. To-
gether, we were able to secure funds to con-
struct “The Beth’s” Geriatric Emergency De-
partment.

Ms. Beatty graciously dedicated her life to
building a tremendous legacy here in Essex
County; one committed to improving the qual-
ity of life for all residents regardless of their fi-
nancial background.

She was a true role model for all that she
did and accomplished for the City of Newark.

Last month, | had the honor of participating
in a ceremony to change the name of New-
ark’s Osborne Terrace to “Alma Beatty Way.”

It is a fitting recognition of Ms. Beatty’s con-
tributions to the City of Newark and Essex
County.

To Ms. Beatty’s family, | extend my thoughts
and prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROGER WILLIAMS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call
538 on final passage H. Res. 461, Estab-
lishing a Select Investigative Panel of the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, | would
have voted Aye, which is consistent with my
position on this legislation.

TRIBUTE TO DAVE CAMP
HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to The Honorable Dave Camp,
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Senior Policy Advisor at
PricewaterhouseCoopers, former Member of
the U.S. House of Representatives and former
Chairman of the House Committee on Ways
and Means, upon his induction into this year's
Junior Achievement Business Hall of Fame.

Dave Camp was born and raised in Mid-
land, Michigan, where he attended H.H. Dow
High School. He went on to receive a Bach-
elor of Arts from Albion College and a Juris
Doctor from the University of San Diego be-
fore coming back to his hometown to practice
law at the firm of Riecker, George, Hartley,
Van Dam and Camp.

It was with a passion for public service that
Dave Camp ran and was elected State Rep-
resentative for Michigan’s 102nd District. He
served one term in the state legislature before
his election to the United States House of
Representatives in 1990. During Camp’s ten-
ure, from 1991 to 2015, he served his con-
stituents and country honorably. He cut
through the red tape of bureaucracy to ensure
his constituents received the services they
needed and their voices were heard in Wash-
ington.

Legislatively, his list of accomplishments is
innumerable. Dave Camp was a leading advo-
cate in Congress for breaking down barriers to
adoption and advancing efforts to harmonize
varying state and national laws to make adop-
tions safer and more efficient. He introduced
landmark adoption legislation, called the Adop-
tion and Safe Families Act, which was signed
into law by President Bill Clinton. This law
streamlined the adoption process to quickly
help move more children in foster care into
permanent adoptive homes. He also worked
hard to inject accountability into federal safety
net programs, playing an integral role in enact-
ment into law of the Personal Responsibility
and Work Opportunity Act—legislation that re-
formed our welfare system and helped move
people out of poverty.

His hard work, intellect and leadership led to
Camp’s appointment as Ranking Member and
later Chairman of the House Ways and Means
Committee. In this role, Camp introduced pol-
icy on a wide range of important issues. To
highlight just a few, he ushered into enactment
three job creating trade deals that were the
most significant expansion of trade relations in
nearly two decades. He also introduced the
Tax Reform Act of 2014, deemed the most
comprehensive tax reform proposal since the
mid 1980s.

As Senior Policy Advisor at
PricewaterhouseCoopers, Camp continues
working to advance economic, tax, inter-
national trade and health care policy. His tre-
mendous expertise and perspective on legisla-
tive and regulatory processes will enable his
clients to make a positive impact in the global
market.

In keeping with Junior Achievement’s mis-
sion of a commitment to market-based eco-
nomics, honesty, integrity and excellence as
well as the belief in the potential of young
people, Dave Camp’s career has reflected
these values. Whether working on landmark
adoption reform during his early years in Con-
gress, or mentoring junior staff to reach their
full potential, Camp has positively influenced
the careers and lives of countless individuals.

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, | am honored today to recog-
nize Dave Camp for his many contributions to
our country and the great state of Michigan.
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RESTORING VOTING RIGHTS

HON. JOYCE BEATTY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the bipartisan Voting Rights
Amendment Act of 2015, H.R. 885, and urge
Republican Leadership to bring it to the floor
for consideration.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was born
from the “Bloody Sunday” marches from
Selma to Montgomery.

With its enactment over fifty years ago, it
protected the ability of every American to
make their voice heard at the voting booth.

In 2013, that changed. In the two years
since the Supreme Court struck down one of
the Voting Rights Act’'s most important provi-
sions in Shelby County v. Holder,—the Justice
Department’s ability to prevent discriminatory
rules—our democracy has been weakened.

Mr. Speaker, every American deserves un-
fettered access to exercising one of our most
basic rights—the right to vote.

It is time for Congress to right the wrong
created by the Shelby decision and pass H.R.
885, legislation that restores the full power of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

| urge my colleagues to cosponsor H.R.
885, and | strongly urge Republican Leader-
ship to bring it to the floor for a vote before
October 31st.

———

GIRLS LIKE ME PROJECT INC
HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to acknowledge the Girls Like
Me Project Inc for their 4th Annual Chicago
Day of the Girl, this organization has con-
nected more than 500 Chicagoland girls with
the global girl empowerment movement. Since
2011 this non-for-profit group has been men-
toring urban African-American girls in hopes to
help them make positive life choices and con-
nect globally with their peers. International
Day of the Girl was adopted by the United Na-
tions in 2011, since then millions of girls and
women around the globe have participated in
this movement to help educate and shed light
on social and political injustices impacting girls
and women across the globe. | support the
Girls Like Me Project and commend them for
their  continued efforts to help the
disenfranchised young women in the
Chicagoland area and for their continued work
with the global initiative known as International
Day of the Girl.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | submit the following remarks regarding
my absence from votes which occurred on Oc-
tober 6, 2015. | was delayed in arriving in
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Washington due to the current flooding crisis
threatening families.

1) H.R. 1553—Small Bank Exam Cycle Re-
form Act—AYE

2) H.R. 1839—Reforming Access for Invest-
ments in Startup Enterprises—AYE

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call
518 on final passage of H.R. 348, Responsibly
and Professionally Invigorating Development
Act of 2015, | would have voted Aye, which is
consistent with my position on this legislation.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 40TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE INFORMA-
TION CENTER

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize The Information Center on their
40th anniversary. The accomplishments of this
long-standing non-profit agency exemplify the
importance and strength of public-private part-
nerships in our communities.

Founded in 1975 in Taylor, Michigan, The
Information Center was created to inform citi-
zens of the over 10,000 resources available to
them, including both private sector assistance
and public services offered by their local,
state, and federal governments. Since becom-
ing the first organization in Michigan to be cer-
tified by the national Alliance for Information
and Referral Services, the Information Center
has become an indispensible tool for con-
necting people with the human service re-
sources that fit their individual needs. Learning
from their experience in our communities, The
Information Center has expanded over the
years and has initiated programs that address
unemployment, health and wellness, housing,
transportation, veterans services, financial and
legal assistance, disability advocacy and other
human services. In addition, The Information
Center emphasizes support for our seniors by
providing options for home care and caregiver
training that respects the dignity and encour-
ages the independence of older Americans.

For 40 years, The Information Center has
held itself to the highest standards to ensure
that our residents always have somewhere to
turn. The most recent report from the Michigan
Department of Community Health ranked The
Information Center as best in the county and
second best in the state for quality assurance
in their work with seniors. Their tireless efforts
have helped the citizens of Southeast Michi-
gan with comprehensive, community-based
programs that help control the cost of care for
our elders and provide peace of mind to our
families.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in gratitude to honor The Information
Center on their 40th anniversary and wish
them many more years of success.
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATION’S FIRST
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize an outstanding landmark to commu-
nity health and welfare. This year marks the
50th anniversary of the nation’s Community
Health Center program Community Health
Centers (CHC) are the family doctor to over
23 million Americans and, as such, are the
largest network of primary care providers in
the country. The CHC model is distinguished
by its comprehensive range of health services,
recognizing the particular needs and charac-
teristics of the communities they serve. Com-
munity Health Centers are located exclusively
in medically-underserved areas, providing
needed care for communities and populations
that do not have adequate access to care.
Community involvement in CHCs is guaran-
teed by the requirement that Federal Qualified
Health Centers must have governing boards of
directors that have patients of the center hold-
ing at least 51% of the board seats.

In the 8th Congressional District of Massa-
chusetts we are particularly proud because the
nation’s first community health center opened
in December 1965 on Columbia Point in Bos-
ton’s Dorchester neighborhood. Drs. Jack Gei-
ger and Count Gibson of Tufts Medical School
founded the Columbia Point Health Center in
order to meet the needs of the residents of an
isolated public housing project, cut off from the
City’s health resources. Drs. Geiger and Gib-
son opened a rural center shortly thereafter in
the Delta region of Mississippi. From that start,
the community health center program ex-
panded throughout the country. In 1985, Co-
lumbia Point Health Center joined with the
Neponset Health Center to form Harbor Health
Services, Inc. And in 1990, the Columbia Point
Health Center moved into a new building and
was renamed Geiger Gibson Community
Health Center in honor of the founders of the
national movement.

Mr. Speaker, there are now over 1,270 com-
munity health centers providing services at
9,000 sites across the country. CHCs have
become the primary source of medical, dental,
behavioral health, substance abuse treatment,
social services and other community health
services for neighborhoods and rural commu-
nities that would otherwise be inadequately
served. And CHCs have also provided em-
ployment and career opportunities for thou-
sands of local residents.

Mr. Speaker, fifty years ago it all began in
Dorchester, Massachusetts. | am proud to rise
today to recognize and honor what has be-
come a national model for providing services
to our country’s underserved areas and urge
my colleagues to join me in acknowledging the
efforts of our Community Health Centers.
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,150,557,110,995.00. We've
added $7,523,680,062,081.92 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

TAIWAN NATIONAL DAY
HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate our nation’s historic re-
lationship with Taiwan on their 104th National
Day. These occasions remind us to reflect on
our past successes and look forward with re-
newed commitment to what we may accom-
plish together in the days and months ahead.

Just last week, the United States House of
Representatives expressed in a resounding
and unified voice our support of the 2016 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act. In this Act,
Congress declared its support of Taiwan
through numerous policy provisions, including
the new “South China Sea Initiative”.

It is more important now than ever, for this
Administration to declare with a resounding
voice that it joins with Congress in recognizing
the importance of a vibrant bilateral relation-
ship with Taiwan. We look forward with eager
anticipation to Taiwan’s exercise of democracy
in their upcoming January elections. They are
a model of freedom to a region plagued by in-
stability and the heavy hand of government.

The Taiwan Strait is of critical importance to
our national and global security and both the
United States and Taiwan must continue to
prioritize investment in defense capabilities
that will secure its peace. | congratulate Tai-
wan on their 104th National Day and ask for
their continued partnership with the United
States.

——————

CONGRATULATING MR. CHRIS
SMITH

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Mr. Chris Smith on his retire-
ment and thank him for his many years of
service to Clermont County and Ohio.

Chris Smith has a long and distinguished
record of service to Clermont County, and is
remembered for his invaluable commitment to
the local economic development throughout
his career.

With decades of business experience, in-
cluding 20 years in the banking industry and
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10 years in real estate, Chris’ contributions in
his many capacities of public service has been
invaluable. Chris Smith served his community
in numerous ways, including as the Director of
the Clermont County Convention and Visitors
Bureau, the Economic Development Director
for Clermont County, and as an economic de-
velopment staff member for Ohio Governor
Bob Taft.

Due in part to his leadership, Clermont
County has become a thriving hub of eco-
nomic activity. The residential and economic
growth of Clermont County is a testament to
this hard work and success.

Also commendable is the positive and solu-
tions-oriented attitude with which Chris has
served. He has worked tirelessly to improve
Clermont County over the years, always de-
voted to the big picture and listening to the
people he serves, never asking or expecting
anything in return.

Southwest Ohio is fortunate to have a local
leader as committed to service and progress
as Chris Smith is. Again, | congratulate Chris
on his retirement, thank him for his public
service, and wish him the best in his future
endeavors.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CAREER
OF COACH DAVID CLARK

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to con-
gratulate Coach David Clark on his 1000th win
as coach of the volleyball team of Jacksonville
High School, in Jacksonville, Alabama.

Clark attended Saks High School, grad-
uating in 1986, and enrolled in Auburn Univer-
sity. While there, he studied architecture and
received a degree in environmental design.

After a short time living in Oregon, he re-
turned to Alabama to pursue an education de-
gree at Jacksonville State University. After
graduation, he worked for one year at his
former high school before becoming part of
the Jacksonville High School coaching staff.

In his 23 years of coaching, he has led the
Jacksonville Golden Eagles volleyball team to
three state championship wins with four state
runner up positions, as well as eight county
and 16 area championships.

Coach Clark’s 1000th win came Saturday,
October 3rd during the Calhoun County
volleyball tournament. He is only the 10th
coach in the history of the Alabama High
School Athletic Association to reach this mile-
stone.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Coach David Clark on his achievement.

———

IN HONOR OF FREDERICK
DOUGLASS

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 8, 2015
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today

to honor Frederick Douglass, a Maryland na-
tive who made tremendous contributions to
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our country. This year marks the 170th anni-
versary of his first autobiography, Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American
Slave, Written by Himself which gives us a
first glimpse of his remarkable life.

Born into chattel slavery on February 14,
1818 on the Wye Plantation near Tuckahoe,
Maryland, Frederick Augustus Washington
Bailey became internationally known as Fred-
erick Douglass, a champion in his own time
for eliminating slavery and an impassioned
voice demanding freedom for all.

In 1838, he married Anna Murray, a free
born black woman who provided him with
money to escape slavery. Together they set-
tled in New Bedford, Massachusetts and
raised four children.

After escaping slavery, Mr. Douglass began
to work for the abolition of slavery in the
United States. In 1845, Mr. Douglass wrote
and published the Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass, An American Slave, Writ-
ten by Himself. It is the first of a trilogy of
autobiographical writings. The second, entitled
My Bondage and My Freedom, was published
in 1855, and the final work, titled The Life and
Times of Frederick Douglass, was published in
1881.

The first autobiography, like its successors,
described the system of chattel slavery and
Mr. Douglass’ rejection of its premise that he,
like other slaves, was not a human being.
Stunningly direct in its portrayal of friends and
foes, the autobiographies present the conflicts
between freedom and slavery. This book re-
counts the honors of slavery, his courageous
efforts to educate himself, and his harrowing
but successful escape.

In 1847, Mr. Douglass published the North
Star, a weekly abolitionist newspaper. It was
the first of 4 newspapers he owned and wrote
for as a journalist.

A strong supporter of women’s rights, in
1848, Mr. Douglass attended the critical Sen-
eca Falls Convention in Seneca Falls, New
York for women’s suffrage and supported
women’s right to vote.

In 1852, Mr. Douglass gave what is re-
garded as the greatest abolitionist speech,
“What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” in
Rochester, NY.

In 1863, during the middle of the Civil War,
Mr. Douglass met with President Lincoln and
successfully persuaded him to allow black
men to fight for the Union. This led to the for-
mation of the 54th Massachusetts Regiment,
the first all-black combat regiment.

In addition to his writings, Mr. Douglass
served his country in a number of government
positions. In 1871, he was appointed by Presi-
dent Grant as Assistant Secretary to the Santo
Domingo Commission. In 1876, he was ap-
pointed by President Hayes as United States
Marshal for the District of Columbia. In 1881,
he accepted an appointment from President
Garfield as Recorder of Deeds for the District
of Columbia. And in 1889, he was appointed
by President Harrison as Minister and Consul
General to Haiti.

In 1894, at the Metropolitan African Meth-
odist Church in Washington, D.C., Mr. Doug-
lass delivered “Lessons of the Hour,” a sear-
ing critique of lynching.

A year later, at the age of 77, Mr. Douglass
died of a heart attack at Cedar Hill, his home
in the Anacostia neighborhood of Washington,
D.C.

Today, Cedar Hill is a national historic site
where visitors from around the world can learn
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about the many contributions of Frederick
Douglass, an American treasure who dedi-
cated his life to winning freedom for all Ameri-
cans.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to be in Washington, DC on October 7, 2015
due to a death in the family and thus missed
the recorded votes on that day. On Roll Call
Votes 536, 537, 538, and 540, | would have
voted yea had | been present. On Roll Call
Vote 539, | would have voted no had | been
present.

———————

IN HONOR OF RETIRED MAJOR
JESSE BALTAZAR

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the accomplishments and service of
retired Major Jesse Baltazar on this, his nine-
ty-fifth birthday.

Major Baltazar's service includes over forty
years of dedication to the United States mili-
tary through the Battle of Bataan in World War
Il, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. Still
recovering from wounds suffered at the hands
of a Japanese attack on his camp in 1942,
Major Baltazar managed to escape “the Ba-
taan Death March” after more than three days
of marching. His bravery earned him the honor
of a Bronze Star, a POW Medal, and a Purple
Heart, which was awarded to him this past
January.

As the first Filipino native commissioned into
the United States Air Force, Major Baltazar is
a true trail-blazer and has helped pave the
way for the many men and women who have
since immigrated to the United States and
joined our military.

The United States has been blessed by the
sacrifices of outstanding people such as Major
Baltazar who have adopted this country as
their own. | am proud to represent Major
Baltazar and all of the selfless men and
woman who serve our nation in uniform. They
are truly invaluable members of our society.
The debt of gratitude owed to these men and
women is impossible to repay, but today, we
do our small part by recognizing one special
man: Major Jesse Baltazar.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF WINTHROP
UNIVERSITY AND THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE NATIONAL
COLLEGIATE HONORS COUNCIL

HON. MICK MULVANEY

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Winthrop University and the 50th
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anniversary of the National Collegiate Honors
Council.

Winthrop University is a coeducational, com-
prehensive university that teaches students to
live, learn, and lead for a lifetime. Their Hon-
ors Program is designed to enrich the college
experience for highly talented and motivated
students and create a community of scholars
that promote the pursuit of knowledge for intel-
lectual and personal growth. The Honors Pro-
gram was founded in 1960 and is one of the
oldest in the nation. Over the years, the pro-
gram has flourished by adapting when needed
and now enrolls around 350 students from
each of the academic colleges at the univer-
sity. Winthrop University honors students who
exemplify the kind of leadership, knowledge
and experience we look for in future leaders of
our global society.

| also want to recognize and express my
gratitude to the National Collegiate Honors
Council as they celebrate their 50th anniver-
sary. The National Collegiate Honors Council
serves Winthrop and more than 800 other col-
leges and universities across the country.
These institutions share a commitment to
achieving excellence in diverse subject and
curriculum areas to accomplish professional
career goals.

With the help of universities like Winthrop
and professional organizations like the Na-
tional Collegiate Honors Council, | am con-
fident our nation will continue to produce the
workforce necessary to lead us successfully
through the 21st century.
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TRIBUTE TO ELAINE MATZNER
HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 8, 2015

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to the incredible life of
a dear friend, Elaine Matzner, who passed
away on October 3, 2015 at her home in Palm
Springs, California, surrounded by family.
Elaine was a woman full of life and a pillar of
the Palm Springs community; she will be
deeply missed.

Elaine was born on October 6, 1933 in
southern New Jersey to the owners of a fruit
farm. Desiring a different life from her parents,
she left the farm choosing to further her edu-
cation by attending Drexel University. It was
there that she met her husband Eric. After the
couple married, settled down and had spent a
few years raising a young family in New Jer-
sey, Elaine and Eric decided to move their
family to Southern California. They moved to
Hacienda Heights and then later to Palm
Springs.

She was a woman of many passions, in-
cluding business, travel, and family. Elaine
opened the clothing store La Mariposa in Palm
Springs with her daughter Lisa and daughter-
in-law Diane. After years raising a family she
wanted to find a new outlet and Elaine en-
joyed being a small business owner and entre-
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preneur. La Mariposa imported luxury goods
and clothing from all over South and Central
America. The store became a fixture to the
residents and tourists of the Palm Springs
area.

Elaine pursued her passion of culture and
travel by indulging in numerous family trips
over the years that included seven African sa-
faris, 49 states and over 50 countries. She
never let age slow her down on any trip. One
of her favorite memories was climbing Huayna
Picchu, in Peru, the cliff above Machu Picchu
in the rain, when she was 65. Elaine took en-
joyment from experiencing the new places she
visited, their unique histories, and their people.

Elaine’s biggest passion throughout her life
was her family. She had a deep love of her
family and involved them in every aspect of
her life. Elaine took enormous pride in watch-
ing the growth and achievements of her chil-
dren, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren
over the years.

Elaine is survived by her brother Reed Her-
itage of Sacramento, California; her four chil-
dren, Bruce, Lisa, Jill and Evan; her five
grandchildren; and three great grandchildren. |
extend my heartfelt condolences to the entire
Matzner family and friends during this time; al-
though Elaine may be gone—the life, energy,
and wit that she brought to the world remains
and will never be forgotten.
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