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House of Representatives 
The House met at 4 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. COMSTOCK). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 22, 2015. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable BARBARA 
COMSTOCK to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

Lieutenant Commander Stephen 
Cloer, Chaplain, United States Navy, 
Office of the Chief of Navy Chaplains, 
Washington, D.C., offered the following 
prayer: 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the 
power, the glory, the victory, and the 
majesty. Everything in the heavens 
and on Earth is Yours, O Lord, and this 
is Your kingdom. We adore You as the 
one who is over all things. Wealth and 
honor come from You alone. Power and 
might are in Your hand. At Your dis-
cretion, people are made great and 
given strength. 

Heavenly Father, Savior, and friend, 
I am humbled to pray within these his-
toric halls. By Your divine appoint-
ment, Members of this House have been 
selected to represent the precious mo-
saic of people across our Nation. Lord, 
bless our leaders. Make Your face to 
shine upon them and give them 
strength. May every decision made 
here pass carefully under the scrutiny 
of Your holy standards. 

Bless our deployed soldiers, airmen, 
sailors, coastguardsmen, marines, and 
their families. Heal and restore our 
veterans. 

Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SMITH) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF 
UKRAINIAN FIGHTER PILOT 
NADIYA SAVCHENKO 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs be 
discharged from further consideration 
of the resolution (H. Res. 50) calling for 
the release of Ukrainian fighter pilot 
Nadiya Savchenko, who was captured 
by Russian forces in Eastern Ukraine 
and has been held illegally in a Russian 
prison since July 2014, and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 50 

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko is the first- 
ever female fighter pilot in Ukraine’s Armed 
Forces and is an Iraqi war veteran; 

Whereas in the ongoing conflict in Eastern 
Ukraine, Nadiya Savchenko volunteered her 
services to the Ukrainian Aidar battalion; 

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko was elected in 
absentia from the Batkivshchyna Party to 
Ukraine’s Parliament in October 2014, and 
appointed to the Parliament Assembly of the 
Council of Europe (PACE) as a representa-
tive from Ukraine; 

Whereas as a member of the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine, Lieutenant Nadiya Savchenko 
was conducting operations in eastern 
Ukraine against pro-Russian forces in the 
summer of 2014 when she was captured and 
taken into captivity; 

Whereas during her mission in Eastern 
Ukraine, she was captured by the Donbas 
People’s Militia, detained on Ukrainian ter-
ritory, deprived of rights to due process, and 
illegally transferred to the Russian Federa-
tion to stand trial on unsubstantiated 
charges of terrorism; 

Whereas since July 2014, Nadiya Savchenko 
has endured involuntary psychiatric evalua-
tions and solitary confinement; 

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko is currently 
entering her sixth week of a hunger strike as 
a symbol of her protest; 

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko is denied ac-
cess to urgently needed medical attention 
and access to legal counsel; 

Whereas the Minsk Protocol of September 
2014, signed by Ukraine and the Russian Fed-
eration, calls for the ‘‘immediate release of 
all hostages and illegally held persons’’; 

Whereas appeals have been made to the 
United Nations Human Rights Council and 
the International Red Cross to secure Nadiya 
Savchenko’s release; 

Whereas the international community in-
cluding representatives of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) 
and of the United States have urged her im-
mediate release; 

Whereas, on January 26, 2015, the opening 
day of the Parliamentary Assembly, the 
global community embark on a public cam-
paign to bring attention to the plight of 
Nadiya Savchenko and demand her imme-
diate release; and 

Whereas the Government of the United 
States and its people express concern about 
the deteriorating health of detained pilot 
Nadiya Savchenko and her continued illegal 
imprisonment: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) condemns the Russian Federation for 
its illegal imprisonment of Nadiya 
Savchenko; 
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(2) calls on the Russian Federation to im-

mediately release Nadiya Savchenko; 
(3) calls on the United States, its European 

allies, and the international community to 
aggressively support efforts to release 
Nadiya Savchenko and other illegally de-
tained persons; and 

(4) expresses solidarity with the Ukrainian 
people. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, 
H. Res. 50, introduced by Representative 
LEVIN, calls for the release of former Ukrainian 
fighter pilot Nadiya Savchenko, who has been 
languishing in Russian prisons since she was 
abducted by pro-Russian forces in eastern 
Ukraine in 2014, and illegally transferred 
across the border in handcuffs and with a bag 
over her head. 

Since she was incarcerated on specious 
and unsubstantiated charges, Nadiya has en-
dured interrogations, involuntary psychiatric 
evaluations and solitary confinement. She 
spent four months on a hunger strike as a 
symbol of protest, ending it last April. Her trial 
opened today. 

Nadiya is yet another victim of the Putin re-
gime’s brutality. We must recognize that this 
isn’t just about her, but also represents a very 
visible manifestation of Russia’s aggression 
towards a Ukraine that wishes to remain free, 
independent, and democratic. Nadiya is a 
symbol for the struggle of Ukraine. 

Madam Speaker, Nadiya Savchenko was 
elected in absentia to the Ukrainian Parliament 
in October and was named a member of 
Ukraine’s delegation to the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe. As such, she 
enjoys diplomatic immunity. 

With its illegal annexation of Crimea and the 
war in eastern Ukraine, Russia has made a 
mockery of its international commitments, in-
cluding all ten core OSCE principles enshrined 
in the 1975 Helsinki Final Act. Nadiya’s illegal 
detention, along with that of other Ukrainian 
citizens held hostage by Moscow, represents 
yet another in a long list of violations of inter-
national agreements and the norms of civilized 
behavior. 

According to the Minsk agreements between 
Russia along with its separatist proxies, and 
Ukraine, hostages are supposed to be re-
leased. Moscow needs to immediately release 
Nadiya and the many other hostages, includ-
ing Oleg Sentsov and Oleksander Kolchenko, 
who were recently sentenced in a Russian 
court on completely baseless charges. 

Madam Speaker, my amendment calls for 
the imposition of personal sanctions against 
individuals responsible for the kidnapping, ar-
rest, and imprisonment of Nadiya Savchenko 
and other Ukrainian citizens illegally incarcer-
ated in Russia. 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of House Resolution 50, calling on the 
release of the detained Ukrainian pilot Nadiya 
Savchenko. 

The Ukrainian pilot Nadiya Savchenko was 
captured by Russia-controlled forces in July 
2014 in eastern Ukraine; illegally transferred to 
Russia, and later charged with trumped up 
charges of murder. Since then, she has been 
kept in Russian custody. There can be little 
doubt that she is being held as a political pris-
oner, punished for her defiance, and used as 
a bargaining tool in Russia’s protracted of-
fense against Ukraine. 

Since her capture, Ms. Savchenko has 
come to represent the spirit of an independent 
Ukraine. A Ukraine that is free from inter-

ference and eager to embrace the will of its 
own people, striving towards the rule of law 
and democracy. We all know that the last two 
years have been difficult. Since the start of the 
conflict in eastern Ukraine, eight thousand 
people have been killed, over a million people 
have been displaced, and Crimea has become 
occupied. All the while, meaningful progress 
seems elusive as reports of continued fighting 
make news week after week. 

Amidst all the reports of death and violence, 
Ms. Savchenko’s courage and spirit have in-
spired millions of people around the world. 
Here at home, the Ukrainian-American com-
munity in my home district has followed her 
case especially closely. Together, we worried 
for her health when she underwent a lengthy 
hunger strike earlier in the year. And we also 
worried for her well-being, as her case suf-
fered repeated and unfair delays. We now call 
for her release. 

For those of us who have followed human 
rights issues, it is easy to see through the re-
peated delays, the so-called psychiatric eval-
uations, and the changes in venues to dis-
courage outside observers. These tactics are 
used all too often as tools of intimidation and 
confusion by authoritarian regimes. 

Ms. Savchenko’s trial began earlier today, 
where journalists were barred from the court-
room. I have no reason to believe that her trial 
will be fair, given the precedents set thus far. 

I call for her release, and urge my col-
leagues to rise in support of Ms. Savchenko, 
and in support of the Ukrainian people. Let us 
send a unified message in support of human 
rights around the world. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. SMITH OF NEW 
JERSEY 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I have an amendment to the 
text of the resolution at the desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Strike all after the resolving clause and in-

sert the following: 
That the House of Representatives— 
(1) condemns the Government of the Rus-

sian Federation for its illegal imprisonment 
of Nadiya Savchenko; 

(2) calls on the Government of the Russian 
Federation to immediately release Nadiya 
Savchenko; 

(3) calls on the United States, its European 
allies, and the international community to 
aggressively support efforts to release 
Nadiya Savchenko and other illegally de-
tained persons; 

(4) reiterates that it is the policy of the 
United States not to recognize the de jure or 
de facto sovereignty of the Russian Federa-
tion over any part of Ukraine, its airspace, 
or its territorial waters; 

(5) calls upon the United States to impose 
targeted sanctions against persons respon-
sible for the kidnapping, arrest, and impris-
onment of Nadiya Savchenko and other ille-
gally detained persons; and 

(6) expresses solidarity with the Ukrainian 
people. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (during the 
reading). Madam Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to dispense with the 
reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

AMENDMENT TO THE PREAMBLE OFFERED BY 
MR. SMITH OF NEW JERSEY 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I have an amendment to the 
preamble at the desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike the preamble and insert the fol-
lowing: 

Whereas the trial of Nadiya Savchenko is 
scheduled to begin in Russia on September 
22, 2015; 

Whereas Nadiya Savchenko is the first- 
ever female fighter pilot in Ukraine’s Armed 
Forces and is an Iraqi war veteran; 

Whereas in the ongoing conflict in Eastern 
Ukraine, Savchenko volunteered her services 
to the Ukrainian Aidar battalion; 

Whereas Savchenko was elected in 
absentia from the Batkivshchyna Party to 
Ukraine’s Parliament in October 2014, and 
appointed to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe (PACE) as a represent-
ative from Ukraine; 

Whereas as a member of the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine, Savchenko was conducting oper-
ations in eastern Ukraine against pro-Rus-
sian forces in the summer of 2014 when she 
was captured and taken into captivity; 

Whereas Savchenko was captured and ille-
gally transferred to the Russian Federation 
to stand trial on unsubstantiated charges of 
murder, attempted murder, and illegally en-
tering Russian territory among other allega-
tions; 

Whereas while being kept in Russian cus-
tody since July 2014, Savchenko’s hearing 
and trial dates have been repeatedly delayed; 

Whereas in protest of her illegal detention, 
Savchenko conducted a hunger strike lasting 
over 80 days; 

Whereas her courage and determination 
have inspired people across the globe; 

Whereas the Minsk Protocol of September 
2014, signed by Ukraine and the Russian Fed-
eration, calls for the ‘‘immediate release of 
all hostages and illegally held persons’’; 

Whereas appeals have been made to the 
United Nations Human Rights Council and 
the International Red Cross to secure 
Savchenko’s release; 

Whereas the international community in-
cluding representatives of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) 
and of the United States have urged her im-
mediate release; 

Whereas on January 26, 2015, the opening 
day of the Parliamentary Assembly, a broad 
range of individuals and organizations in the 
United States and Europe dedicated to pro-
moting human rights embarked on a public 
campaign to bring attention to Savchenko’s 
plight and demanded her immediate release; 

Whereas on February 12, 2015, the United 
States Senate passed S. Res. 52 by unani-
mous consent, a Resolution calling for 
Savchenko’s release; 

Whereas on April 22, 2015, the Verkhovna 
Rada of Ukraine voted unanimously to pass 
a resolution ‘‘On the imposing of sanctions 
on persons responsible for the illegal impris-
onment in the Russian Federation of Nadiya 
Savchenko’’, which included the names of 35 
individuals believed to be responsible for 
Nadiya Savchenko’s illegal imprisonment; 
and 

Whereas the Government of the United 
States and its people express concern about 
the continued illegal imprisonment of 
Nadiya Savchenko: Now, therefore, be it 
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (during the 

reading). Madam Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to dispense with the 
reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 

The amendment to the preamble was 
agreed to. 

The title of the resolution was 
amended so as to read: ‘‘A resolution 
calling for the release of Ukrainian 
fighter pilot Nadiya Savchenko, who 
was captured by pro-Russian forces in 
Eastern Ukraine and has been held ille-
gally in a Russian prison since July 
2014.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 days to submit 
statements and extraneous materials 
for the RECORD on H. Res. 50. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, September 22, 2015. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
September 22, 2015 at 11:30 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 2051. 

That the Senate passed S. 1109. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 
A bill of the Senate of the following 

title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 1109. An act to require adequate infor-
mation regarding the tax treatment of pay-
ments under settlement agreements entered 
into by Federal agencies, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported that on September 17, 2015, 
she presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill: 

H.R. 720. To improve intergovernmental 
planning for and communication during se-
curity incidents at domestic airports, and for 
other purposes. 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
further reported that on September 21, 
2015, she presented to the President of 
the United States, for his approval, the 
following bill: 

H.R. 23. To reauthorize the National Wind-
storm Impact Reduction Program, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 4 o’clock and 6 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until Thursday, September 24, 
2015, at 8:30 a.m. 

h 
EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the third quarter 
of 2015, pursuant to Public Law 95–384, are as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, JEFFREY DRESSLER, EXPENDED BETWEEN AUG. 26 AND SEPT. 1, 2015 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Jeffrey Dressler ........................................................ 8 /27 8 /28 Qatar ..................................................... .................... 568.00 .................... 14,827.00* .................... .................... .................... 15,395.00 
8 /28 8 /30 United Arab Emirates ........................... .................... 728.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 728.00 
8 /30 9 /1 Israel ..................................................... .................... 1,050.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,050.00 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 2,346.00 .................... 14,827.00 .................... .................... .................... 17,173.00 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
*transportation all inclusive. 

JEFFREY DRESSLER, Sept. 9, 2015. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, CASON HIGHTOWER, EXPENDED BETWEEN AUG. 16 AND AUG. 22, 2015 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Cason Hightower ..................................................... 8 /16 8 /19 United Kingdom .................................... 183.24 282.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... 183.24 282.00 
8 /16 8 /19 United Kingdom .................................... 792.00 1,221.77 .................... .................... .................... .................... 13,834.00 21,293.63 
8 /19 8 /20 Poland ................................................... 326.25 87.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... 326.25 87.00 
8 /19 8 /20 Poland ................................................... 569.70 153.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... 569.70 153.00 
8 /20 8 /22 Ukraine ................................................. 5,686.00 262.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... 5,686.00 262.00 
8 /20 8 /22 Ukraine ................................................. 10,583.19 482.26 .................... .................... .................... .................... 10,583.19 482.26 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 2,488.63 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 22,559.89 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

CASON HIGHTOWER, Sept. 14, 2015. 
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